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Las Vegas, Aug. 8. 
Jimmy Durante signed an exclu- 
sive radio-television contract with 
NBC last Wednesday midnight that 


will (a) net him a guaranteed mini- | 


mum of $800,000 for the next four 
years; (b) move him back to N. Y.; 


(c) practically take him out of pic- | 


tures and bring him back to the 
Broadway nitery belt. It was all 
done with the stroke of a pen, wit- 
nessed and negotiated by Pat 
Weaver for NBC; Abe Lastfogel 
and George Gruskin for William 
Morris, and Lou Clayton for The 
Schnoz. 

Under his commitment for the 
next four years, Durante will do 
nine video shows and 10 radio 
guest shots each year for the next 
two, and for the last two may de- 
vote his full time to TV and do as 
many as 20 shows a year. 


Deal was consummated with the 
utmost secrecy, and to cover their 
tracks the visiting negotiators 
were said to have used John Smith 
and Bill Jones on the Desert Inn 
register. Durante is the star attrac- 
tion at the hotel’s nitery, turning 
them away nightly and cutting in 
on the take at the gaming tables. 
It was in his suite that the nego- 
tiators converged for the signing 
ceremony and the champagne sup- 
per that followed. ; 


Not one to sign only one deal 
when there are other clients to be 


(Continued on page 55) 





Japs ‘Important’ to U.S. 
In Korean War; ‘Go Easy’ 
Asked on Atrocity Films 


Washington, Aug. 8. 


U.S. State Dept. is worried that 
the public will get the wrong steer 
from the flood of oldie war pix 
which the companies are bringing 
out to meet the revived interest of 
the customers in military affairs. 
Government officials from the 
dept. are requesting distribs to 
hold off on releases of films cover- 
ing the war against Japan where 
these pix play up the atrocity 
angles or stress the unworthiness 
of the Nips in other ways. 


On a voluntary basis, the film 
Companies are screening all war 
features in Washington before tab- 
bing them for release. Several of 
the companies have already abided 
by requests of the State Dept. to 
Withhold films although it is 
Stressed that the Government ac- 
tion is not a mandate under cen- 
Sorship powers. 


Understood the Government does 
hot object to films centering on 
the war and even the Pacific end 
Of it. Where the pic concentrates 
©n American action with little re- 
ference to Japanese activities, no 
Objection is being raised. However, 


fcause the Japs are now con-. 


Sidered an important cog in the 
Korean war, State Dept. does not 
Want to stir up old feelings of 
hatred for that country. 






+ 
+> 


'1-Pic ‘Sensation’ Seeks 
To Peddle Film Biog 


| The tribulations of an actor who 
| is rocketed to stardom in one film, 
| but cannot find work 
| are currently making the rounds of 
|'major U. S. companies in the form 
|of a screen script. Story is real 
| in that it refers to Lamberto Mag- 
| giorani, the Italian factory hand 
|who became a 30-day wonder for 
|his performance in the _ Italian- 
| lingo film, “The Bicycle Thiefe’’ 
| Maggiorarie’s saga is being ped- 
| dled around by Francital Films, 


which is looking for a major U. S. 
| distrib to back production. 


| Understood that Maggiorani has | 


| an interest in the script and would 
|play the leading role. He has 
|never been to America. Present 
|intent is for the Yank company to 
| produce in Rome. 


N.Y. Circuits Eye 
Berle, Others For 
Direct Theatre TV 


Metropolitan New York theatre 
circuits are currently dickering for 
permission to project the Milton 
Berle program and other top-rated 
television shows directly into their 
theatres via large-screen video. Ap- 
parently recalling the old “if you 
can’t lick ’em, join ’em” adage, the 
chains believe that making the TV 
programs available in theatres as 
an adjunct to their regular film 
programs will get the customers 
away from their home sets and line 
them up at the boxoffice. 

An unidentified top circuit in the 
metropolitan area this week re- 
quested its TV representative to 
scout the possibility of getting 
Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre” and 
other programs for use in theatres 
at the same time they are trans- 


(Continued on page 63) 


JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 
NO HELP TO B’WAY BIZ 


Some 80,000 members of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses from 67 coun- 
tries crowded into New York last 
week for one of the biggest con- 








but were no help to film and legit 
houses. 

Witnesses avoided places 
amusement as being “worldly.’ 
They have no direct prohibition 
on theatre attendance, but it is 
frowned on in the sect. As a re- 
sult, many of the conventioneers 
either spent their time at their 
Yankee stadium meetings or on 
downtown streets selling copies of 
their publications, 


of 





thereafter, | 


ventions the city has ever seen— | 


;| State Lake, 


| Theatres. 





War fever which hit the US. 
with the invasion of South Korea | 
June 25 is being reflected in box-| 
| office grosses. Biz took an upswing | Dance for NBC Yet 
at that point, which is giving the| If there’s a Ray Bolger in NBC’s | 
industry a summer far better than| future, it’s not on the immediate | 
was foreshadowed by the gloomy horizon. Bolger, star. of the) 
| Spring. ‘“‘Where’s Charley?” musical legit- | 
| How much of the hypo is at- \er, notified the web ‘last week, | 
| tributable directly to the war psy-| following reports that he was au-| 
chology and how much to other | 


ditioning a morning’ cross-the- 
|causes is anyone’s guess. Actually,| board show, that such a _ plan 
|a large measure of it is being| wouldn’t be feasible at this time | 
credited by seasoned showmen to| and that he’d prefer to “sit it 
/somewhat stronger dog-days prod-| out.” 
}uct than last year, better theatre-| NBC had hoped to slot Bolger 
going weather this summer than 


‘in a variety stanza to offset the 
last and a general improvement in| heavy Arthur Godfrey competition 
| the country’s economic condition. 


on CBS. 

Whatever the cause, the upsurge | 
began to be felt about July 1, a 
check of major distribs and circuit 
operators disclosed’this week. 

Despite the improvement, grosses 
are still off about 5% from last 
year. The only reason that looks 
good to theatremen is that biz was 
so brutal during the spring, it 
was anticipated that the b.o. would 
continue to ride a down-wave. In- 
stead, it leveled off and then 
started to climb, so that the offish 
tone is considerably less than that 
of the preceding three months. 

Distribs are tending to credit 
the war scare for at least part of 


| 
| 


Bolger Doesn't Wanna 





- Seen Upping Biz 
For Yank Films 


Washington, Aug. 8. 

Prospect of U. S. economic aid | 
to Spain, plus greatly expanded 
Yank tourist biz this season, is 
the upturn since the improvement! seen greatly upping chances of 
is particularly noticeable in the) American distribs for improving 
west. That’s in line with experience their take. Effort will be made by | 
in World War II, when giant air-| the Motion Picture Assn. of Ameri- 
craft factories and other war in-| Ca to push through a new pact with 
dustries hypoed Coast biz. These | the Spanish government this fall. 
plants again are starting up. | John G. McCarthy, Motion Pic- 
Conversely, the west suffered | ture Assn. of America international 
(Continued on pazge 55) division chief, proposed in Madrid 


recently that the entire present 
; system of issuing import permits 
Set Theatre TV 
e * 
For Big 10 Grid 








+ 
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US. Aid to Spain 


Getting off to a fast summer 
start on the basis of a spending 
spree apparently created by the 
international situation, the pop 
music business is anticipating a 
boom period this fall and winter. 
Trade upbeat, which started just 
after the July 4 weekend, is 
already lifting both disk and sheet 
music sales to unusually high 
levels for this time of year and is 
creating a deep undercurrent of 
confidence among industry execs. 
| Music publishers and jobbers 
| are frankly baffled to explain the 
current sharp rise in sheet sales 
after a long period of stagnation. 
In some key cities around the 
| country, sales have shot up nearly 
| 300% in the last three weeks while 
all points are reporting steadily im- 
isproving business. 

The revival is generally ascribed 
to the Korean war, the mobiliza- 
tion of both men and industry, and 
the outlook for steady employment 
and relatively high wages. Trade 
leaders declare the 1940-41 situa- 
tion is being repeated with a wave 
of sentiment leading the public 
back to the basic entertainment 
form—music. 

Rise of copy sales is being felt 
across the board, affecting big and 

(Continued on page 48) 


Olivia Asks Steepest 
Terms in History To 
Play Broadway ‘Juliet’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Asking terms for Olivia DeHav- 
illand’s proposed appearance on 
Broadway this fall in “Romeo and 
Juliet” are reportedly the steepest 
on record. Film actress’ represen- 
tatives are understood demanding 
15% of the gross, plus 50% of the 
profits, with a $3,000 guarantee. 
Miss De Havilland wouldn’t bring in 








be revised. A number of more 
Chicago, Aug. 8. 


liberal members of the Spanish 
Theatre TV came up with its first | 


any of the financzng for the produc- 
(Continued on page 53) 














government favor the plan, and if 
the $100,000,000 U. S. loan, okayed 
by the Senate last week, gets final 
approval, it’s felt certain there will 
be a change. 
Under the present setup, gov- 
ernment issues permits to Spanish 
major victory in struggle with 
regular video for topflight sport- 
ing events when United Para- 
mount Theatres grabbed off rights 
to televise Big Ten football games 
this fall. Deal between Par and 
| Big Ten, will permit theatre tele- 


(Continued on page 56) 
| vising of conference games in 
| Detroit and Chicago theatres. 


| Big Ten, made up of 10 major 
| midwestern colleges, earlier this 
| year banned live telecasts on com- 
| mercial stations. 
| Nine-game schedule based on 
Northwestern U. and Illinois U. 
i home games will be televised in 
three Balaban & Katz houses— 
Uptown and Tivoli, 
| with combined seating capacity of | 





NEW 









The Hour 





| 10,383 U. of Michigan games will | 


| be shown in 4,029-seat Michigan, | 
Detroit flagship of United Detroit | 


Featuring EVELYN a 


| B&K station WBKB will do 
| closed-circuit feed for Chi theatres, 


(Continued on page 61) 
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Changing Fashions on Borscht Belt 
Since Kober Wrote ‘Wonderful Time’ 


By BOB CHANDLER 


Thirteen years is a long time, 
and even the _ tradition-stained 
Borscht Circuit, where cottage 


cheese and sour cream is a daily | 
must, where a singer’s repertoire 


has to include “Eli, Eli” and “My 
Yiddishe Mamma,” and where, if 
the Working Girl fails to get her 


man, she can, like the Dodgers, 
wait till mext year—even the 
Borscht Belt must undergo some 


changes. 

So Arthur Kober, who is revis- 
ing his 1937 saga of the Berkshires, 
“Having Wonderful Time,” into a 
musical comedy for spring presen- 
tation, decided to tour his old hap- 
py hunting grounds to see what 
changes these 13 years. have 
wrought. The new musical, inci- 
dentally, will be produced by Max 


Gordon and scored by Harold J. 
Rome. 
Basic ingredient of his 1937 


comedy, later turned into a film, is 
still there, Kober says. That’s the 
good old love story. “The girl still 
comes up looking for romance. 
She’s got two uninhibited weeks 
away from the discipline of home. 
And the hotel manager still has his 
basic problem, trying to get enough 
men into the place to take care of 
all the women —especially what 
are known as ‘the dogs.’ 

“One hotel has tried to do some- 
thing about it,” Kober says. “The 
Berkshire Country Club has a spe- 
cial men’s camp at low rates to get 
the men up there. But even then 
they flock to the pretty girls and 
leave the ugly ones to themselves.” 

Kober offers evidence that the 


romantic aspect of Borscht Belt life - 


is still the same. “Larry Stuart, 
emcee at Camp Copake, met his 
wife at one of the camps; Lou 
Schorr, Berkshire Country Club 
emcee, and his missus, who now 
is a member of the staff at Berk- 
shire, owe their marriage to their 
meeting at this camp; and Mickey 
Michaels, owner of Camp Milford, 
managed to elude his more roman- 
tic female guests at Milford, only 
to be caught in Florida four years 
ago when he was running a hotel 
there.” 

But Kober’s story will have to 
undergo many other changes. “In 
the old days the waiters did every- 
thing. They waited on table, they 
drove the bus, they entertained in 
the social hall, and they took care 
of the girls when there weren’t 
enough men to go round. Today 
they’re just waiters, and most 


places don’t even make them stay | 


up at night to dance with the girls. 
Emcee Plus Acts 


“The social staff has been re- 
placed by an emcee and acts booked 
in for the weekend. In my day 
there used to be a social director 
and a couple of assistants, and the 
waiters. 
entertainment, Today there in an 
actual circuit whereby a booker 
will make dates for a three-night 
weekend on which acts will hit 
three hotels in the same area. Acts 
are booked in by the hotel man- 
agement, and the show is run after 
a fashion by the emcee. 

“Even the emcee has changed. 
The social director used to be on 
top of the guests most of the time, 
popping from table to table in the 


dining room and from group to) 


group on the outside. Today 
there are few emcees who are ac- 
tive ail the time, but most of 
them save their efforts for the eve- 


(Continued on page 55) 





They’d provide all the, 
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Pabst to Do Musmano’s 
Book on Hitler’s Final 
Days in Rome Studios 


Rome, Aug. 1. 

Vet Austrian director G. 
Pabst has announced he will make 
his next film in Italy. It will be 
“Ten Days To Die,” from a, book 
by Michael Musmano, a Pennsyl- 
vania Judge. Musmano, who was 
one of those presiding at the 
Nuremburg Trials, saw a Pabst 
film, “Process,” and went to 
Vienna to ask him to direct his 
story. 

Picture will be made in Rome 
film studios although all scenes 
depicted are in Germany. It will 
be done entirely in English. Pabst 


Ww. | 
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WILL MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 


Continuing tour of North American 
Continent 


Aug. 10 
Canada 


| Starting tomorrow night 
Bellevue Casino, Montreal, 
Represented by 


said that he will use actors but} ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


not big names since he believes 
the dramatic values of the story 
should carry the film rather than 
the performance of a screen fa- 
vorite. 

_ Judge Musmano’s book is about 
the last 10 days of the life 
Adolph Hitler, based upon the rec- 
ords and documents the 
had aceess to when he was in Eu- 
rope. Author, Naval Commander 
and a judge who is a nominee for 
Lieutenant Governor in Pennsyl- 
vania, he will be unable to come 
for the shooting of the pic. 

Leo Lenya, known for his 
screen adaptation of ‘“Beggar’s 
Opera,” film made in Berlin be- 
fore the war, is making the screen 
adaptation of “Ten Days.” It 
should be ready in the next four or 
five weeks. Upon completion, 
Pabst will fly to the U. S. to get 
his production deal set. 

Recently, Pabst’s name _ has 
been connected with ‘‘Odyssey,” a 
picture he intends to make in the 
near future. 


Pitt Dailies Tiring Of 
Film Star Interviews 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 

Rush of film stars into the key 
cities to ballyhoo their pictures is 
"starting to boomerang, here at 
least, in the matter of publicity. 
Dailies are getting a little fed up 
doing interviews with the star- 
studded visitors who merely offer 
the same old stuff on which to 
peg a story. 

In a couple of cases, it is known 
that city eds have told publicity 
men handling the _ personalities 
| that they are tired of the conven- 
tional routine and that something 
extraordinary’s got to be on tap 
to rate space, especially since there 
has been tightening up on account 
of Korean war. 
| In the space of a month, town 
will have had Gloria Swanson 
| (“Sunset Boulevard’), Burt Lan- 
caster (“Flame and Arrow”), Ruth 
Roman (“Three Secrets”), Joan 
Evans (“Our Very Own’’) and Ruth 
Hussey (‘Louisa’) in addition to 
Rosebud Yellow Robe, Indian gal 
' making the circuit to drumbeat 
“Broken Arrow.” In a couple of 
'cases, the net publicity return in 
_the newspapers here was confined 
_to a couple of column mentions. 
| Radio is still a strong outlet for 
_the visitors, however. They can 
get as many interview spots with 
the local air fraternity as they can 
handle, but the dailies are becom- 
ing another story. 
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Hildegarde’s Strawhats, 


| Nitery, TV in Between 


of | 


| 65 Concert One-Nighters 


P. ! ° ° 
author | Hildegarde kicks off her concert 


tour of 65 one-nighters Oct. 21 in 
Kohler, Minn., perhaps the nearest 
to her home town of Milwaukee 





Salzburg Festival Tees Of Big But 


Only ‘Everyman’ 


Looms as Sure Hit 


o> 





War Scare Puts Brake 
On Reckless Spending 
But Monte Carlo Biz Big 


By MARGARET GARDNER 


Cannes, Aug. 1. 
Several galas at the Monte Carlo 
Summer Sporting Club this season 
have been successful from the sar- 
torial, social and financial angles 
despite the war scare that has put 
a brake on a lot of reckless spend- 


| ing. Business at one recent festival 


which Anna Sosenko, her personal | 


eliminated. Cop- 
picus & Schang have the chan- 
toosey booked in two segments, 
first portion ending Dec. 3 and the 
second half of the concert tour 
running from March 25 to April 
30. Most bookings are at $2,000 and 
$2,500 against 60°. 
Songstress, recently returned 

from London and Paris dates, is 
currently on a strawhat tour, this 
week in Beverly, Mass., followed 
by Falmouth and Olney where she 
is repeating her one-woman shows 
| of last summer, in lieu of the usual 
| summer theatre policy of old and 
|new plays. She is slated for a re- 
turn at the Hotel Savoy, London, 
and there is a deal cooking for her 
to take over a previously unused 
downstairs room in the _ Hotel 
George V, Paris, and bill it the 
Chez Hildegarde. 
dates, of course, hinge on world 
affairs and next 
abroad. The chirper fills in at her 
old nitery standby with four weeks 
at the Hotel Chase, St. Louis, com- 
mencing mid-September. The mid- 
| winter period is also kept open for 
‘choice of a video show, which is 
_cooking, and/or Miami dates. 

| 


KOREA NO K.0. TO PARIS 


rep, purposely 





The European | 


year’s tourism | 
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FASHION SHOWMANSHIP 


By LUCETTE CARON 


Paris, Aug. 3. 
War rumors are not affecting 
ithe Paris couture 


established a record of sorts as 
compared with last year. Some 375 
covers were served, representing 
an increase of 25% over the same 
1949 period. 


This record-breaking gala also 


marked the debut of eight Scan-' 
| dinavian 


showgirls who 
brought to Monte Carlo for the 
season. They proved a minor sensa- 
tion and were well worth a looksee 
by some talent scout. 
Conservatism brought on by the 
war scare is evident in the play 
at the gaming tables. The famous 
table of nine, usually the center 
of everyone’s attention at the galas, 
is missing. This table’s members 
are selected beforehand by the 
administration for congeniality of 
company but, more important, for 
uniform affluence. It is a table 
where stakes are breathtakingly 
high, and often a banco of 5,000,- 
000 frances ($145,000) depends upon 
the turn of a solitary card. Cau- 
tion is the watchword at the tables, 
even for such faithful gala atten- 
dees as Mr. and Mrs. Irving 
Netcher (Rosie Dolly). Their pres- 
ence inspired in one Monte Carlo 
resident memories of the early 20s, 
when the Dolly Sisters, then at 
the height of their fame, used to 
throw 10,000 francs on numbers 
with the same ease as the average | 
tourist does with 100 francs. 
Long neglected by filmmakers as | 
a location spot, the Riviera is now 
host to some three picture units. 
British producer Harry Reynolds 
brought Michael Redgrave and 
Anouk Aimee to Antibes for ex- 


(Continued on page 56) 





Goldwyn Suspends 


Farley Granger put “soaking up| 
European culture” ahead of an ex-. 
ploitation tour for “Edge of Doom” 


last week, and Samuel Goldwyn |! 
promptly slapped a salary suspen- | 


sion on him. Actor. after some) 
heated argument with the pro-) 
ducer, said he preferred to be off | 
salary than to go on the road) 
ahead of the pic, in which he stars. 


Granger flew to Paris last Thurs-| 


were | 





+ ‘By JOSEF ISRAELS II 


Salzburg, Aug. 2. 


Salzburg’s Music and Drama 
| Festival, 30th to be held since 1929 
|when Max Reinhardt and a few 
‘friends hammered together an 
open air production of “Everyman” 
|in the Cathedral Square, jumped 
off to sock biz, with a gala per. 
formance of Mozart’s “Don Giovan- 
ni.” Choice of the local boy’s 
opera for opener, plus a star-stud. 
ded cast including Ljuba Welitsch, 
from the Met.; Irmgard Seefried, 
Elisabeth Schwarzkopf and Italian 
Tito Gobbi in the title slot plus 
the controversial Wilhelm Fuert- 


wangler on the podium insured 
absolute sellout and critical raves. 
But backstage it is not as har- 
monious as town fathers would 
have it appear. 

Fuertwangler’s’ selection this 


year as top man of the Festspiele 
and shelving of Herbert von Kara- 
jan plus Fuerty’s handling of the 
unaccustomed Mozart chore is gen- 
erating plenty kaffee haus klatch- 
erei. Fuertwangler gave a slow, 
massive performance which com- 
pletely excised the _ traditional 
sparkle and speed of the opera. 
Known throughout rehearsals that 
the conductor and singers were in 
conflict with Welitsch and hassling 
repeatedly with the stick man. The 
Sofia redhead, used to having her 
own way on opera stages from VI- 
enna to Broadway, burned plenty 
when Fuertwangler cut her second 
act aria ‘“‘because time wouldn't 
allow.” She went into a high 
dudgeon and the situation was ad- 
justed only three hours before 
show time. 

By then the speechmaking and 
salami sandwich eating had been 
disposed of in ceremonies at Resi- 
denz House where Austrian Chan- 
cellor Figl and U. S. High Com- 
missioner Lt. Gen. Geoffrey Keyes 
did oratorical honors. The street 
outside the Festspielhaus was solid 
with Salzburgers who could not 
afford tix. Ducat peddlers were 
getting $9 by show time or three 
times the regular price. Flood- 
lights, cameramen gave the locals 
a Hollywood-like impression. Dur- 
ing the opera, the whole town was 


|flooded with radios tuned to the 


performance. Crowds gathered at 
every loudspeaker and car radio. 


| That’s the kind of musical town 
| this is. 


Granger in Bally Row 


Schwarzkopf, Welitsch Score 

The honors went to Welitsch and 
Schwarzkopf. The performance 
was laborious but seemed to be 
loosening up as the last scene be- 
gan. If Fuerty had another hour 


(Continued on page 55) 


LOMBARDO’S 256 FOR 9 
DAYS AT TORONTO EXPO 


; Guy Lombardo orch has been 
inked for a nine-day stand at the 





premieres. | day (3). He had returned to New. Toronto Exposition, starting Aug. 
| Elaborate displays, sumptuous fab-| york from there only 214 weeks | 25, for a flat $25,000. 


Booking, 


rics, an enthusiastic public and) previously under threats of sus-| handled by Music Corp. of Amer- 


|French optimism give confidence 
| to American buyers. Few cancelled 
, their trip and the 1951 American 
, woman will definitely have a flavor 
|of Place Vendome and rue de la 
| Paix. 


| Without really modifying the| 


| silhouette, Paris couturiers have a 
| way of changing details so that a 
oo dress looks entirely different 


from its predecessors. 


The curtain opened on Christian 
| Dior. Dior does not try to be any- 
| thing else but Dior: year after year 
| he sticks to his own style. His 1951 

woman is curved and feminine with 
sloping shoulders widened by large 
cape collars and she carries huge 
muffs There is much more full- 
ness than last season, usually start- 
ing just above the knees; skirts 
are creeping down, hair is grow- 
ing. One of the sensations of the 
collection is the Dior “chignon”: 
a coil of hair in the shape of an 
inverted cone placed at different 
angles on the head, making women 
look like a unicorn. One almost 
gets used to it by the end of the 
collection: it seeems to complete 
and give a lift to the silhouette. 
His long evening gloves also made 
a hit: they are buttoned at the 
back of the neck like a stole. 


Jacques Fath came next. He gave 
the usual spectacular night per- 
formance in his illuminated gar- 
den. In white tuxedo, he bowed and 


kissed the hands of diplomacy, | 


| (Continued on page 55) 





| 


pension by Goldwyn. He did a flock | 
of radio, tele and newspaper inter- | 
views and other publicity chores | 
during .his New York stay, which | 
preceded the Broadway opening. 


ica, is top coin for a booking of 
this type. 

Lombardo, incidentally, was born 
near the exposition site, in Lon- 
don, Ontario. 





— _—______—_ | 





Aylesworth’s Predictions 


M. H. (“Deke’’) Aylesworth, one-time prez of both NBC and RKO- 
‘Radio and former publisher of the N. Y. World-Telegram, in an 
exclusive interview in Variety Oct. 27, 1945, when TV was still on 
its wartime experimental basis, gave out with such Nostradamus- 
type items as: “Films are a natural for video and Hollywood pro- 
ducers will be buying time to telecast their trailers into the home.” 
Gist of Aylesworth’s statement almost five years ago was that the 


film industry would be erring if 
TV medium as a potential threat 
operate: 


it considered the then-diapered 
and tried to fight instead of co- 


Noting that “radio not only stimulated the movie biz but 


created stars for the cinematic marquees,” he predicted the same 


would hold true of TV. 


In addition, he pointed out that radio stars 


never killed the boxoffice but hypoed grosses to record-breaking 
resuits and claimed video stars would do the same. 

Other Aylesworth predictions im 1945: Set manufacturers will 
underwrite broadcasting and then bow out when the medium goes 
bigtime; set circulation will hit 3,000,000 by 1947 and 10,000,000 
“before 1950” (actually, that’s the total estimated for the end of 
1950); TV commercials will “assume exaggerated values of a news 
category,” similar to the way ads in the Satevepost and other 
magazines are considered newsworthy. Aylesworth wrapped up his 


predictions with this: 


“Before you know it, there will be 18 or 20 manufacturers bid- 
ding for the home-television dollar and large-screen sets will be 


down in the $115 class, within reach of almost anybody. 


Having 


already spent millions for experimentation, TV will cash in faster 
than any recent scientific-art entertainment, such as the talkies, 


radio and the like. 
were on radio at its inception. . . 
which manufacturers may not be 


More people are sold on TV now than they 


. For once here is a market with 
able to keep pace for decades. 
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Let Us Not Lose COMPO 


The Council of Motion Picture Organizations is timetabled to 
get rolling Sept. 1. Though that’s only three weeks off, COMPO 
is still far from organized as a going business. 


Ned Depinet, who has done a yeoman job, first as acting and 
now as elected president, is calling a turn on the industry to- 
day (Wed.) in New York, in a series of sessions which may run 
into the next day. And not without justification. It’s a vexation 
that has bordered on frustration, not only for Depinet but 


for most of the industry. 
It will be a sorry note for all 


concerned, and particularly for 


the dissidents, if something happens to k.o. COMPO. Set up 
on a high plane, attested to and saluted by almost all segments 
of the film industry as a very worthwhile undertaking, it has 


yet to get off the ground. This 


answer on the degree of intra- 
If COMPO flops it will be a black mark on the in- 
It will keynote but one thing—jealousy and 


lip service. 
dustry’s record. 
fear. 


week’s sessions should give the 
trade politics, double-talk and 


Jealousy and fear of perhaps delegating certain special 
powers, favors or influences can militate against the common 
weal of an entire industry. If some of these jealousies and fears 
are well-grounded, this week’s COMPO powwows should clarify 
them—and, it is hoped, lead to a wholesome end result. COMPO 
can well become the Gibraltar of the motion picture industry 
now, during the war effort, and forever become a symbol of 
intra-trade amity and a potent force in the industry’s relations 
outside—with Government, legislators, press, public, and, per- 


haps, beyond the seas. 


Depinet is justified in calling the signals this week. 


If the 


industry, in all its segments, is sincere in the principles set down 
in Chicago almost a year ago, Depinet has the makings of a 
great all-American film industry team. But it calls for 100% 
teamwork. The reservationists and the lip-service rooters would 


do better to withdraw from the ballgame. 


That the onus of 


creating disunity will forever brdnd them is something they 


will have to be prepared to face. 


In light of world affairs this 


is not the most propitious time for a universal industry, such 


as motion pictures, to be disrupted from within. 


Abel, 





RKO-Brandt Deal 
Set, Sez Dietrich; 
Now Up to Attys. 


“The principals are in full) 
agreement on price and terms,” 
Noah Dietrich, RKO board chair- 
man and prime adviser to Howard 
Hughes, said yesterday (Tuesday) 
of the pending deal for purchase 
by Harry Brandt’s syndicate of 
Hughes’ control of the RKO thea- 
tre circuit. 

“It’s all up to the lawyers now,’ 
Dietrich declared. He said the 
legalites were facing a very diffi- 





cult problem because of the “de-| only three or four performances | 


layed delivery” nature of the sale. 
These are strictly technicalities, 
the Hughes exec explained, but | 
whether they could be surmounted | 
or not he refused to guess. 

The “delayed delivery” is the | 
fact that the purchase by Brandt’s | 
group. of the 24% stock interest | 
of Hughes won’t become effective | 
until next Jan. 1, the deadline set | 
by the court for divorcement by 
Hughes of his theatre and produc- 
tion-distribution interests in RKO. 

“Anything can happen between 
now and then,” Dietrich stated. 
“So naturally a great number of 
warranties are involved. Like- 


(Continued on page 18) 


SCHARY DENIES EXIT 
AS METRO TOPPER 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Reports he was quitting as pro- 
duction topper at Metro, to con- 
centrate on two or three personal 





Naughty, Naughty 

Exception has been made by 
the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s board to permit 
20th-Fox to use the word 
“damned” in a title. It’s on 
the list of naughty words not 
ordinarily allowed by the 
MPAA. 

Pic label for which the ex- 
ception was made is “Legion 
of the Damned.” 











productions annually, were denied 
by Dore Schary, who returns to | 
the studio tomorrow (9) to start 
mapping immediately Metro’s lens- | 
ing program for next 12 months. | 
He's been resting at Coronado since 
Friday. 

Schary said he had received, calls 
from his attorney, David Tannen- | 
baum, and others who had- heard | 
he would exit post because of his | 
back ailment. He told all callers | 
it wasn’t true, that his present con- | 
tract, on which he has spent two) 
years, still has four and a half to} 
£0. He'll also assume his new post | 


‘Scheduled Show 
Test for 20th Pic 


New system of exhibition, in 
which theatres will run a picture | 


per day but without boosting their 
admission prices, as in standard 
roadshow procedure, is to be tried 
out by 20th-Fox for its upcoming 
“All About Eve’.’ 


P. Skouras and other top company 
execs, each theatre booking the 
picture will be ‘‘requested” to play 
it under the so-called “scheduled 
performance” method. Any exhib 


who doesn’t go for the idea, Skou- | 
| ras said, will not be able to buy the 


film. 


Twentieth prez, along with vee- | 


pees Andy W. Smith, Jr., and 
Charles Einfeld, defined the new 
policy as being another phase in 
the company’s showmanship drive. 
Too many potential customers are 
staying away from theatres, he 
said, because they object to com- 
ing in on the middle of a picture 
or standing in line to buy tickets. 
(Continued on page 6) 


Zanuck to Europe 





UP 10-15% $0 
FAR THIS YEAR 


Proportion of overseas revenues 
to the entire take of the film indus- 
try is once again climbing toward 
the 40% marker, traditional goal 
of foreign depts., after a 





| kept the ratio below one-third. Pic 


i bounce in the past few months 
with this aspect regarded as the 
|the f promising development for | 


the film companies during the cur- | 


|rent year. 

Checkup by VARIETY among a 
number of majors has resulted in | 
uniformly optimistic estimates. | 
Overall grosses on films abroad are | 
up 10%-15% for the first seven! 
| months of the year. Actual a 





| table dollars received at the hom 


| offices are about even with 1949, 


| only reason for the discrepancy be- 


|ing the devaluation chain reaction 
| of last year. 
Fact that dollar totals are up 


| with those of ’49 is regarded gs un- 


| expectedly good. During 1949, the 


| companies cashed in on a batch of | 


As detailed yes- | 
terday (Tues.) by 20th prez Spyros | 


Twentieth-Fox production vee-'| 


pee Darryl F. Zanuck is slated to 
arrive in New York from the Coast 
Monday (14), planing out’ the 
following day for a combined six- 
| week business-vacation trip to 


| Europe. He plans to onceover 20th 


films now shooting in Europe, par- 
ticularly “Mudlark,” which is now 
before the cameras in England. 
| Zanuck also will spend some time 
_in Paris and on the Riviera. 
During his overnight stay in 
N.Y., the 20th studio topper is | 
scheduled to receive a special | 
award for “No Way Out,” which he | 


| is mainly on holdover. 


as head of Permanent Charities personally produced, from the N.Y. | 


Committee and will propose the: 
post be a rotating one, so “each | 
Studio head can get a crack at it.” 


Foreign Language Press Film) 
Critics. Film preems next Wednes- | 
day (16) at the Broadway Rivoli. 


* 


| accumulated frozen funds in vari- | 
| ous countries through special com- | 
(Continued on page 18) 





| Few Theatres Expected 
To Be Acquired by U.S. 


Few theatres are expected to be 
acquired by American companies 
in the forthcoming auction by the 


state-owned Universal Film Co. 
(UFA). It is unlikely, too, that any 


than one house. 

Reason, it was said in New York 
this week, is the number of re- 
strictions placed by the Allied 
Commission on the sale. 
the Yanks will be permitted to 
bid for full ownership of any of | 
the 40 UFA theatres, they cannot 
acquire more than 25% of any of 
the three studios to be offered. 

There’s no grousing at the limi- | 
tations imposed by the commission, 
since the breakup of the giant) 
UFA combine is in line with rec- 





|ommendations by the U. S. film, 


industry itself. It feels that only | 
by such a complete split could | 
(Continued on-page 18) 


YANKS SHOW BIG GAINS ABROAD 








long | 
series of reverses abroad which | 
| returns from beyond the U. S.| months, 


| borders are showing a surprising | and Italy. 


| production execs take of theatre 





Cos. in Auction of UFA 


| TOA exec director Gael Sullivan 


Allied High Commission for Ger- | 
many of the assets of the former | 


one company will acquire more | 
. * |ter, because they foresee Holly-| 


|} wood as the primary production | 


While | 


Both TOA and COMPO in a Mood 
To Dicker; Compromise Hoped For 


+ 





Yates Going to Europe F 


Republic prexy Herbert J. Yates 
is due in New York shortly from 
the Coast on his way to Europe. 

He expects to be abroad several 
visiting England, France 

looking over Rep’s dis- 


nent. 


Theatre TV No 
Threat to H wood, 
Exhibs Reps Aver 





Similarly to his trip | 
|last year, he’ll combine biz and | 
| vacation, 
| tribution facilities on the Conti- 





The low view that many Coast 


television installations as a threat | 
|to the primacy of Hollywood's fea- | 
ture output is based on a mistaken | 
sizeup of the situation, a number | 
of top exhib officials in the east | ' 
are convinced. Allowing that) 
there is such an undercurrent of | 
fear among indie producers, guild | 
and union officials, hot sponsors | 
of theatre TV, including Nathan | 
L. Halpern, tele consultant to the | 
Theatre Owners of America, and | 


argue that the spectre is false and | 


'that Hollywood can only gain from | 


a wide use of the new medium. | 

Halpern, Sullivan, et al., main-| 
tain that Hollywood's cooperation | 
is essential in getting large-screen 
TV off the ground. For that mat- | 


center for theatre TV shows, it is | 
their conviction that producers 
and guilds, unions, etc., will find | 
a new employment mine in the) 
theatres’ adoption of video. 

In answer to the Hollywood con- 
ception of theatre tele as remov- 
‘ing films and their makers from | 
ithe driver’s seat in bargaining | 
‘with exhibs, they contend that the | 
‘Coast pundits are simply attach- | 


‘ing too much importance to the | 


part which video would play in| 

‘the theatres. Pix could not be 

‘forced into a secondary spot, they 
(Continued on page 20) 





Cool Weather, New Fare 





More favorable boxoffice weath- 
er, with many key cities having the 
benefit of coolest weekend this 
| summer, is boosting biz in many 
exchange centers this week. Re- 
ports from VARIETY correspondents 
in some 24 key spots shows that 
the total gross of first five pictures 
will be nearly $750,000, best show- 
ing in many weeks. Release of new, 
strong fare also is upping totals. 


On first week out on extensive 
bookings, “Three Little Words” 
(M-G) is taking over 


is turning in fine to smash trade 


in all keys where playing current-| 
ly, with holdovers insured in most | 


locations. 

“Treasure Island” (RKO), which 
has been gradually building up, is 
second place winner. Disney opus 
is doing mostly okay to terrific 
trade. “Flame and Arrow” 


while “Annie Get Gun” (M-G), long 

at the top, is a strong fourth. 
Fifth money goes to “Duchess of 

Idaho” (M-G) although this session 


land sixth spot. 

“Our Very Own” (RKO), 
ing out in most keys this week, is} 
landing seventh place although | 
only in four cities. “Stella” (20th), 
doing better than previously; “Bro- 


|} ken Arrow” (20th) and “So Young, 


National Boxoffice Survey 


To First Place; ‘Treasure’ Second, ‘Flame’ 3d | 





national | 
leadership by a wide margin. The | 


| “oO i ae es i al | e . . 
Fred Astaire-Red Skelton musica | disappointing on 


(WB) | 
has dropped back to third position | 


|in Seattle. 
| doing 





Hypo Biz; ‘Words’ Soars” 


So Bad” (UA) round out the Big 
10 list in that order. 

Strongest runnerup films are | 
“Foreign Legion” (U) and “Where | 
Sidewalk Ends” (20th). 

“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) | 
shapes standout of new entries, | 
with big session at N.Y. Strand. | 
“Panic in Streets” (20th) also. 
shows possibilities, with one nice | 
showing, trim week in Toronto and 
big session at N.Y. Roxy. “In| 
Lonely Place” (Col), nice in Philly, | 
is okay in Portland, Ore., and fair | 
in Cincy. | 

“Admiral Was a Lady” (UA) is 
showings this 
Also new, “Lady Without 
(M-G) is in same cate- 
in Washington, 


frame. 
Passport” 
gory, being fair 


| mild in Baltimore and lightweight 


in N.Y. “Furies” (Par), another 


| newcomer, shapes fine in Detroit, | 


sturdy in Philly but modest in 
Baltimore. “Modern Marriage” 
(Mono) looms fair in Philly. 
“Winchester ’73” (U) shapes fine | 
“Gun Crazy” (UA) is 
neat biz in _ Louisville. 


“Father of Bride” (M-G) is hot 


|}in Cincy. 
“Irma Goes | 7 
' West” (Par) is taking a spurt to) 


“All Quiet on Western Front,” 
out on reissue, is okay in Cleve- 


| land and sock in N.Y. It was a big 
start- | 


winner last week. “Kind Hearts 
and Cornets” (EL) ranges from 
fine to great this round. “Rocket- | 
, ship X-M” (Lip) is okay in Omaha. 
(Complete Boxoffice Reports 


on Pages 12-13) 
» 


Deadlock on creating a liaison 
agency to handle the industry’s 
collaboration with the Government 
in the war effort is expected to be 
solved today (Wed.) at an emer- 
gency meeting of COMPO (Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations) 
called by Ned E. Depinet, RKO 
prez who heads the group. After 
a period of strain stemming from 
Theatre Owners of America’s in- 
sistence on exhib autonomy, both 
sides are showing willingness to 
compromise. 

TOA, for its part, will propose 
formation of a liaison machinery 
similar to the War Activities Com- 
mittee as it operated in World 
War II. COMPO had passed a 
resolution that the  all-industry 
group’s officers act as a committee- 
of-the-whole for this purpose. 
However, both have privately ex- 
pressed readiness to meet some- 
where, in between sy that the 
urgent need for an industry spokes- 
men can be worked out. 

TOA insists that it has no inten- 
tion of blocking a satisfactory com- 
promise. Its reps, including Gael 
Sullivany exec director; Si Fabian, 
Leonard H. Goldenson and Samuel 
Pinanski will be on hand ready 
‘for a constructive solution.” Only 
if COMPO’s board refuses to 


(Continued on page 24) 


HELEN KANE TO BOOP 
AGAIN FOR ‘3 WORDS’ 


Helen Kane, who baby-voiced a 
| boop- boop-a-doop tagline on lyrics 
| into a national fad in the late ’20’ 2. 
is coming out of retirement to plug 
Metro’s “Three Little Words.” 
| Singer, now Mrs. Dan Healy, will 
do a number of on-stage appear- 
ances today (Wed.) at Loew’s State, 
Broadway showcase, timed with the 
preem of the film. 

Miss Kane takes to the stage 
with Harry Ruby and Arlene Dahl, 
Metro thesper, in from the Coast 
for the opening. It was Miss Kane’s 
rendition of Ruby & (Bert) Kal- 
mar’s “I Wanna Be Loved By You” 
| that touched oft b.o. excitement in 
the Prohibition Era. 
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Syndicate Dickers for B'way House 
To Show Tri-Dimensional Films 





Special house showing tri-dimen- + 


sional pix may be in operation on 
Broadway before the end of the 
year. Syndicate which this week 
acquired control of the Cinerama 
process is currently negotiating for | 
a Times Square showcase. 

New group is headed by Hazard | 
FE. Reeves, prez of Reeves Sound | 
Studios, N. Y. They have bought | 
out the interests of Laurence S. | 
Rockefeller and Time, Inc. Fred 
Waller, who invented the process, | 
will be shairman of the new board; | 
R-eves, prez, and W. French Gith- | 
ens, former partner in the Embassy 
Newsreel chain, exec V.p. 

Reeves refused Monday (7) to 
disclose the name of the house for 
which he’s negotiating, but said 
the group was prepared to spend 
$°5,000 remodeling it to put in the 
giant screen and the three projec- 
tion booths required for Cinerama. | 
It will also make sufficient prod- | 
uct in the process to provide a| 
142-to-2-hour show. 

Hope is, Reeves said, that the | 
pu lic will flock to the b.o. in suf- | 
fiv‘ent number to make this test- 
run profitable. If so, it will be 
followed by the opening of similar 
houses to exploit the new process 
in various cities. Eventually, it is 
hoped, the demonstrations will 
force Hollywood and the nation’s 
exhibs into universal use of the 
Cinerama technique. 

Hundreds of industrites have 
tr. kked to Oyster Bay, L. I., dur- 
ing the past six months to view 
demonstrations of the process in 
an indoor tennis court building 
converted by Waller into a lab. 
Most of them have been more im- 
pressed with the multi-directional 
sound which is a part of the proc- | 
ess than by the image itself. 

Picture is not actually three-di- 
mensional, but gives something of 
that effect by the simultaneous pro- 
jection on a giant, curved screen 
of images from three machines. 
These join at the edges to provide 
what is known as “peripheral 
vision.” 

While the effect is not as star- 
tling as that of the new Polaroid 

rocess, it has the advantage of re- 


(Continued on page 22) 


DU PONT RAISES PRICES 
ON NITRATE RAWSTOCK 


Wilmington, Del., Aug. 8. 

DuPont prices on nitrate raw- 
stock haye been boosted an aver- 
age 5.3% in action taken by the 
company yesterday (Monday). Up- 
ping of the tab is attributed by 
DuPont to increased costs of pro- 
duction. 








It is believed to be the, 


first repercussion in the film indus- | 


try to climbing prices stemming 

from the Korean war crisis. 
Hiked prices will not cover safe- 

ty (acetate) rawstock, which re- 


| ballplayer, now looks to be a sure | Policies. Recommendations will be 


mains unchanged. Almost all fea-| 


ture prints are now manufactured 
fn acetate, with the price slightly 
hi~her than that of nitrate. 

Under the boost, nitrate release 
positive will sell for $11.50 per 
thousand feet instead of $11: Ni- 
trate sound rawstock is raised to 
$14.50 per thousand feet from a 
previous price of $13. 

Boost is effective on all ship- 
ments as of yesterday. 





Margolies-Rosenberg 
In Distrib Partnership 


Albert Margolies and Max J. 
Rosenberg have formed a partner- 


$400,000 gross take before it starts | SEE SPG BD. BUDGET 


‘inson in the flesh are flocking to 


Fast Traveler 

Columbia’s “B” specialist, 
Sam Katzman, switched desti- 
nations last week. In June he 
registered with the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. the title “Space 
Ship to Jupiter.” Last week 
he changed it to “Space Ship 
to Mars.” 

He’s in the “Mars” line be- 
hind Paramount, which holds 
“Ship That Sailed to Mars” 
(registered way back in 1934) 
and Argosy, which owns “Road 
to Mars” (registered 1947). 








ship for distribution of foreign and | 


perhaps some specialized domestic 
product. New outfit will have 
headquarters in New York, where 
Rosenberg has been an indie dis- 
trib of art pix for a number of 
rears. 

’ Margolies is former Gaumont 
and United Artists publicity chief. 
More recently he has been han- 
dling flackwork in England for 
Warner Bros. production there, and 
has long been publicity aide to 
Alfred Hitchcock. 


New distrib firm’s initial release | 


will be “The Blue Angel,” German 
film which brought Marlene Diet- 
rich to stardom. It was originaily 
released in the U. S. by Paramount 
in 1930. Margolies and Rosenberg 
acquired it from the Alien Prop- 
erty Custodian, who had vested it 
during the war as German-owned. 
Release date has been set for Sept. 
15. . 
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New Co. Invites 
H'wood Talent As 


Creative Forum 


Forum for exhibs and Holly- 
wood’s creative talent to trade 
ideas may be created out of the 
board of Cinema Productions, Inc. 
Latter is the new exhib-financed 
company for lensing of novelty pix. 
Initialer will be produced for it by 
Lester Cowan in Polaroid’s third- 
dimensional process. 

Decision to widen the usefulness 
of CPI by melding ideas of the- 
atremen and production people 
was broached and _ tentatively 
Okayed at an organizational meet- 
ing of the shareholders in New 
York Monday (7). It will be ac- 
complished by inviting producers, 
players, directors and other Hol- 
lywoodites to serve as board mem- 
bers. 

Plan evolved out of the recent 
Coast trip by M. A. Lightman, prez 
of CPI. The Memphis circuit op- 
erator confabbed with more than 
30 people, including producers, 
agents and exhibs, during hijs 
three-day stay and reported on his 
findings at Monday’s conclave. 
Hope of the exhib group is to keep 
various of its members circulating 
to the Coast on similar trips for 
idea-trading to supplement the en- 
larged board plan. 

In formal confirmation of previ- 


(Continued on page 24) 


‘Robinson’ Profit Assured 
Film’s Sundry Backers 





Pie Titlers Kept Busy 


War continued a fruitful source 
of ideas for film stories, it was in- 
|dieated by Motion Picture Ass’n 


'of America title registration re- 


| ports during the past week. Sam 


Katzman staked claim to “Jeeps in 
| the Sky” and “Flying Jeeps” for a 
'yarn about the tiny planes that do 
|artillery spotting. Pic would be 
made for Columbia release. Col 
| also registered “‘Pentagon.” 


Albert Jay Cohen registered ‘“In- 
'vasion,” while RKO put its brand 
on “Hiroshima, U. S. A.,” “The U. 
|S.0. Story,” “U.S.O. Troupé,” “The 
i Rebirth of U.S.0O.” and “Special 
Services.” Columbia latched on to 
“Back to Korea,” but stands be- 
'hind a flock of previous “Korea” 
| title registrations, including Chris- 
tina’s “First Battalion in Korea” 








| (July 24), Samuel Goldwyn’s “Date- | 


line Korea” (July 26), Wallis- 
| Hazen’s “Korea” (July 14), Repub- 


| lic’s “Flying Tigers of Korea” (July | 
| 17) and David O. Selznick’s “South | 


Korea,” “Korea” and “Crisis in 


Korea” (June 28). 


Republic registered a reissue of 
|“The Marines Have Landed,” orig- 
‘inally released in 1936 and Dus- 
met-Moore Productions asked ex- 
‘clusivity on ‘Formosa Guarded 
| Island.” 


Film Wages, TV 








Detroit, Aug. 8. 
Problems pertaining to collec- 
tive bargaining in the motion pic- 
; ture industry in light of+boxoffice 
|recessions and organizational and 


jurisdictional problems in the tele- | 


vision industry are expected to top 
ithe agenda at the International Al- 
‘liance of Theatrical 
biannual convention here Aug. 14- 
18. Those matters are expected to 
highlight the report of Richard F. 
| Walsh, IATSE. president. 
| port will be made to the 1,100 dele- 


As War Gives ’Em Ideas 


Top IA Agenda 


Employees | 


The re-| 





+> 


Central Sifts Extras 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Roster of film extras is going 
through its annual sifting process 
at the hands of Central Casting, 
|} eliminating atmosphere players | 
whose records during the last 12 
months show no appreciable work | 
or earnings. 

Annual revision is part of Cen- 
tral’s regular policy. Idea is to 
spread the work among employable 
extras and drop the names of 
occasional extras who are often) 
unavailable when called. 











Await IA Execs 
Return to N. Y. 
For UA, U Talks 


First meeting on a possible wage 
| hike for United Artists’ homeoffice | 
whitecollarites, following UA’s 
exec realignment, is scheduled for 
today (Wed.) between C. J. (Pat) 
Scollard, new UA exec veepee, and | 
Russell Moss, exec veepee of the 
employees’ union. Union, Local 
H-63 of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, 
last week evoked a wage offer by | 








Universal to forestall a threatened 
walkout at that company, but is| 
delaying inking of a new pact in 
an effort to make the pay boost | 
retroactive to August, 1949, expira- 
tion date of the previous contract. 

Further huddles between com- 
pany and union chiefs on both the 
UA and U contracts will await the 
return of IA execs from the Inter- 
national union’s convention in De- 
| troit, scheduled for Aug. 13 (Sun- 
day) to 18. IA prez Richard L. 
Walsh and other union toppers left | 
over the weekend for Detroit for | 
|preliminary exec board huddles. | 





| gates from all parts of the U. S.| Moss is slated to train out tomor-| 
and Canada either Tuesday (15) or | TOW (Thurs.). | 


| Wednesday. 


| Although Walsh’s report has not 
| been made available, it probably 
| will have something to say spe- 
| cifically in regard to the jurisdic- 
j tonal problems between IATSE 
j}and the National Assn. of Broad- 
‘cast Engineers and Technicians in 
the television field. Walsh also is 


expected to report on IATSE polit- | 


ical activity in an effort to obtain 


repeal of the Taft-Hartley Law. 


Spokesmen for H-63 declared) 


Films, B'casting Listed as Essential 


Activities for Deferment: Basis 


Washington, Aug. 8. 

Motion _ pictures, broadcasting 
and radio communications are in. 
cluded in a list of essential actiyj-. 
ties compiled by the Commerce 
Dept. last week to provide basic 
criteria for deferment of reservists 
in civilian occupation. Deferment 
policy, according to a directive of 
the Defense Dept., provides that 
the reservist “must be engaged in 


|a critical occupation necessary to 
|a highly essential activity and he 


will be deferred only until he can 
be satisfactorily replaced in that 
occupation. A delay in call to ac- 
tive duty may not be considered 
as an indefinite exemption from 
military service.” 

Initial deferments of reservists 
in critical occupations in ‘essential 
activities may not exceed a period 
of six months and no extension 
may be for more than that time, 
In all cases, deferments will be on 
an individual basis “and may be 
terminated at any time because of 
overriding military considerations.” 
Deferments for dependency are 
not included in the criteria, “in- 
asmuch as members of reserve 
components are liable to call to 
active duty in time of need. Their 
status, therefore, is different from 
that of men called to service under 
the Selective Service Act. How- 


| ever, it is the policy of the mili- 


tary departments to give considera- 
tion to hardship cases.” 

The policy applies to Army, 
Navy and Air Force reserves and 
National Guardsmen. 

Motion picture category, as 
listed by Commerce, includes “es- 
tablishments producing and distri- 

(Continued on page 20) 


PIX TO PLAY BIGGER 
ROLE IN ‘VOICE’ SETUP 


Washington, Aug. 8. 

Motion pictures will play a big 
role in the expanded “Voice of 
America” program recommended 
last week by a subcommittee of 
the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee. Of the $64,000,000 voted 
by the subcommittee (the State 





there have been no recent layoffs| Department had asked for $82,000- 
|at U, but confirmed their intention | 000), $11,017,000 will go to the In- 
,to press for the retroactive clause | ternational Motion Picture Divi- 
|in the contract. While specifics on| sion, in addition to the regular 
| the wage boost were not revealed,| budget of $2,450,000 for the 1951 
‘it’s believed to be based on the | fiscal year. 

/new contract inked by the union| Transcript of hearings held a 
|Wwith Warners recently, which! few weeks ago, made public Fri- 
called for a 7% hike. WB pay) day (4) by the subcommittee, re- 
raise was made retroactive for sev- | veals detailed plans of the “Voice” 
eral months. for greater use of films. 





The chances of a flock of film- ; : 
ites, mostly employees of Eagle General executive board, which 


Lion Classics, extracting their in-| Wet into a huddle Monday (7) that 
vestment plus a profit out of “The | will continue all this week, is work- 
Jackie Robinson Story,” filmiza-|i28 0n recommendations for col- 
tion of the life of the Negro Dodger | lective bargaining and organizing 


thing. In its first seven-eight | iven to the delegates tomorrow 
weeks of general release, “Robin- | ‘9) or Thursday. 

son” has passed the $200,000 mark 
on rentals. Film needs $375,000- 





paying off its ELC investors. | 


“Robinson” has done a middling 
business in big cities but is rack- 
ing up substantial returns in 
smaller towns. Strangely enough, Executive board of Screen Pub- 
film is doing much better in lo-/ jicists Guild has set up a balanced 


cales wher bi ase- | : : 
ball Mieco foie” seague base- | budget which will prevent a dues 


their homes. |. ; 
ELC-ers figure that fans who have | increase. It will be presented to 


had little or no chance to see Rob- membership at Aug. 15 meeting. 
: ; ; Plan includes sharp reducticn in 
the flickeries. Another Surprise | overhead, including ccaplorsdint of 
twist is that the pic is doing better | part-time business manager at sal- 
- the south than in many spots in ary greatly reduced from that 

ankee-land. | formerly paid Milton Gottlieb. Al- 

Film brought in close to $50,-| so provides that manager won’t get 
000 last week. In a first of its kind, | contract but must be reelected an- 
over 50 employees of ELC put upjnually. If plan is okayed, execu- 
from $500 to $10,000 as second tive board will select business man- 
money in the film, which was pro-| ager from several current candi- 
duced by ELC sales veepee Wil- dates and submit name for ap- 
liam J. Heineman. proval. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Frank Fontaine 
Barbara Freking 
George Gruskin 
Russell Holman 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr 
Jerry Horwin 

Milt Kaufman 
Arthur Kennedy 
Douglas Kennedy 
Mona Knox 


NIPPING DUES BOOST 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 











Dorothy Abbott 
Eddie Albert 

Art Arthur 

Shirley Ballard 
Barbara Bel Geddes 
William Bergen 
Betsy Blair 

Roy Brewer 

Janis Carter 

Owen Crump 


Fred Polangin 

Hal E. Roach 
Mark Robson 

Al Rogell 
Sigmund Romberg 
Bubbles Schinasi 
J. Myer Schine 
Ann Sheridan 
Helen Strauss 
Margaret Sullavan 


Linda Darnell Ike Levy Kenneth Thomson 
Howard Dietz Mara Lynn Dmitri Tiomkin 
Peggy Dow Richard -Maibaum Max Wilk 





Errol Flynn Jerry Pickman 


Alicia Alonzo 
Charlyne Baker 
Anne Barlow 
Virginia Barnes 
Joseph Bastien 
Kurt Baum 
Jack Beaber 
Eric Braun 
William Brooks 
Kelly Brown 


Mrs. Jack Buchanan 


Mary Burr 
Edward Caton 
Lucia Chase 
Thomas B. Costain 
Michael Delaroff 
Scott Douglas 
Thornton Freeland 
Peter Gladke 
Paul Godkin 

Irma Grant 

Ferde Grofe 


Milton Berle 
Carl Fisher 
Ava Gardner 
Bob Goldstein 
Benti W. Levy 


Roy Allen 

Leon Bibb 
Edward Brinkman 
Sibol Cain 
Herbert Coleman 
Warren Coleman 
Yvonne Coleman 
William Dillard 
Ken Emery 

Ken Englund 
Lynn Farnol 

La Verne French 
John Garth, 3d 
William Greaves 
Charles Grunwell 
Sheila Guyse 
Mabel Hart 


N. Y. to Europe 


Jan Hollar 

Ruth Hunter 
William Inglis 
Nora Kaye 
Sidney Kingsley 
Ruth Ann Koesun 
John Kriza 
Harry Kopf 
Lillian Lanese 
Joseph Levine 
Michael Lland 
Barbara Lloyd 
Paula Lloyd 
Vernon Lusby 
Enrique Martinez 
Burton McEvilly 
J. P. McEvoy 
Allyn McLerie 
Ralph McWilliams 
Seymour Milbert 
Isabel Mirrow 
James Mitchell 


Europe to N. Y. 


Frederick Lonsdale 
Don McNeill 

Jo Mielziner 
Mack Millar 
Milton Shubert 


N. Y. to L. A, 


Van Hawley 
Peg Hillias 
Anne Humphrey 
Joseph James 
Gertrude Jeannette 
Mark Kramer ° 
Peter Levathes 
Maurice Levine 
Alma Lillie 
Elen Longone 
Paul Mario 

Inez Matthews 
Julian Mayfield 
Robert McFerrin 
Moses McMarr 
June McMechen 
Arthur Miller 


Mary Ellen Moylan 
Fernand Nault 
Charles Payne 

C. C. Philippe 
Liane Plane 

Lila Popper 
Shirley Rich 
Dimitri Romanoff 
Frederic Schaffen 
Robert C. Schnitzer 
Dorothy Scott 
Alexander Smallens 
Jcan Smith 

John R. Tunis 
Norma Vance 
Angela Velez 
King Vidor 
Tamara Venmar 
Jenny Workman 
Igor Youskevitch 
Darryl F. Zanuck 


Frank Sinatra 
Ed Sullivan 
John Wildberg 
Iva Withers 


John Morley 

Van Prince 
George Rees 
Judson Rees 
Frank Roane 

Ben Rosenberg 
Arthur Schwartz 
Jerome Shaw 
Gloria Smith 
Christine Spencer 
John W. Stanley 
Cunstance Stokes 
Joseph Thead 
Clyde Turner 
Edward Wallerstein 
J. Arthur Warner 
Lucretia West 
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‘Now, Down in Georgia, Suh...” 


London, Aug. 8. 


Burst of righteous indignation by Ellis G. Arnall, plus the for- 


tunate and timely intervention of 


the U. S. Embassy here were the 


only two reasons the American team here to negotiate a new Brit- 
ish film monetary agreement was able to go home with any pact at 


all. 


Harold Wilson, prez of the British Board of Trade, had calmly 


told the four-man U. S. delegation, after it had already been in 


England for several weeks, that 


he was going off on a vacation 


and that if they cared to wait around a couple more weeks he'd talk 


to them again. 
paring to go home. 


That was just one day before the Yanks were pre- 


Arnall, repping the Society of Independent Motion Picture Pro- 


ducers in the negotiations, blew 


up. Already convinced by that 


time that Wilson was using “‘wearing down” tactics, Arnall explod- 
ed that the B. of T. topper was being mighty cavalier with a dele- 


gation that had come 3,000 miles 


to see him. 


The force of the outburst in Arnall’s Georgia drawl apparently 


took Wilson aback and changed the tone of the talks. 


Whether it 


would have done much good, however, is doubtful if at the same 


time Ambassador Lewis Douglas 


had not also strongly protested. 


As a result, negotiations were completed within a matter of hours 
on a plan which the Americans had developed during the weeks of 
waiting for Wilson to find time to talk with them. 








Metro Ends Long Rental Battle 
With Skouras Theatres, United Cal. 


Metro's 
rental terms with two big circuits, 
Skouras Theatres and Mike Naify’s | 
United California chain, ended | 
peacefully this week. The major | 
will immediately renew bookings. 
Reportedly, the hassle with the | 
George Skouras outfit faded be-, 
cause of the personal intervention 
of Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prez, 
who shares an interest in the circuit 
with his brothers George and 
Charles. On the Coast, the Naify 
tiff ended after three years, with 
Joseph Schenck, 50% owner in the 
chain, said to have thrown in his 
weight for peace. 

Metro had been selling away 
from Skouras houses for the past 
year. Company took that action 
after the circuit objected to the 
company’s sales policy, which re- 
quired a minimum guarantee of | 
25° on percentage films. It is said | 
that the Skouras outfit has now, 
agreed to meet that requirement. | 
Metro was adamant because a 
change in that provision would 
have weakened its position with | 
other exhibs. 

Two reconciliations give Metro} 
the healthiest outlook, so far as the | 
number of accounts are concerned, | 
in many years. Approximately 300 
houses are covered by the two 

(Continued on page 63) 


Hughes, Wald-Krasna 
Thrash Out Final Points 





| 


As Talks Go Into Stretch- 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

The Jerry Wald-Norman Krasna 
production deal with RKO is in its 
final week of negotiating period, 
with both parties putting ‘final 
touches” to about 10 key points 
of the 110-point contract. 

It’s expected that Hughes per- 
sonally will sit in on Wednesday 
(9) talks, with controls of budgets, 
Stories and casting still to be 


| 


ironed out as well as “protection” | 


for W-K from delayed decisions by 
RKO execs which might prevent 
taking advantage of opportune 
deals. 

If deal is not wound up by Sat- 
urday night '(12), Wald-Krasna 


have right to negotiate with other | 


Studios. It’s understood several 
Majors are standing by waiting 
the outcome and prepared to make 
offers if RKO deal doesn’t jell. 


‘BABE RUTH STORY’ 
SET FOR JAP REISSUE 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Monogram’s “The Babe Ruth 
Story,” one of the company’s 
heaviest grossers, will be reissued 
on a large scale in Japan, where 
the memory of the late Yankee out- 
fielder has been highly regarded 
ever since he toured there with an 

American ball club in the ’20s. 





long-running battle on*? 





Republic Eyes Future 
With Juve Cowpokes 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Republic is bringing up cowboys 
in a juvenile oater series, starting 


with ‘‘Buckaroo Sheriff of Texas,” | 


with the top roles played by a pair 
of kids, Michael Chapin and 
Eilene Janssen. Idea is to rear 
them as future saddle stars. Part 
of the profits will go to the Na- 


‘tional Kids Day Foundation. 


Rudy Ralston will be associate 


|producer of the series, with Phil 
‘Ford as director. 





Nearly $1,000,000 
Net for U Seen 


In Third Quarter 


Full-scale recovery has now been 
marked by Universal, with the 
company doing its top business in 
many years during the past six- 
seven weeks. A _ steady rise of 
gross rentals reached its peak last 
week when U 
sales drive. Company 
late June and the entire month of 
July. 

‘or the third fiscal quarter which 
ended July 31, it is expected that 
the company will show up with a 
net profit of nearly $1,000,000. This 
would represent a 
jump from both the second quarter 
net of $272,270 and the first quar- 
ter’s $12,924. In 1949, at the 
‘close of the third quarter, U was 
'in the red for $775,018. It wound 
|up the year with a loss of $1,125,- 
851. 

During the past week “Winches- 
'ter ’73” alone brought over $250,- 
'000 into U's coffers. Previously, 
|company’s big moneymaker 

“Francis,” which 
|for many weeks. 
| expects heavy 
| “Louisa,” 


also 
from 


Company 
grosses 


'in the theatres. 

Prospects for United World 
Films, its 16m and video subsid, 
i os also brightening. While this 


unit has. not been turning in any | 


sizable payments, it is now begin- 
ning to pay off its $2,000,000 bank 
loan on which U is guarantor. First 
installment of $500,000 has been 
/made. It is expected that UWF 


| will be able to retire the loan on | 


| its own earnings. 
| MAN-0-WAR AT POST AGAIN 


| Sid Luft, indie producer and 
husband of actress Lynn Bari, is 
readying a film to be based upon 


|the career of the famed turf 





Norton V. Ritchey, president of | champ, “Man-O-War.” 


Monogram International, is on his 
way to Tokyo to huddle with Jap- 
anese distribs, 


Previously publicist Arnold 


, Stoltz had also announced plans for 


a similar venture. 


garnered close to! 
$1,300,000 at the end of a 15-week | 
has done) 
over $700,000 for each stanza in! 


tremendous | 


was | 
buoyed returns, 


just starting its rounds | 


OTHER ANGLES ON 
PACT NEED STUDY 


While the new British film pact 
has won wide approval in 





centage blanks that 


| the discussions will become. so 


the deal. Feeling, as indicated at 


tion Picture Export 





principle is a very favorable one. 


Artists, 
signified 


and three others (United 
| Columbia and Republic) 
| their approval later. 

A second hurdle still to be faced 


is the reaction of Hollywood labor | 
to the accord. One of the provisions | 


is an incentive plan for encourag- 
ing American production in Eng- 
land. Hollywood’s guilds and crafts 
objected strenuously to this before 
| and may still make themselves 
| heard loudly enough to bring about 
|'some changes—or at least 
tacit understandings with Yank 
studios—on this angle of the pact. 

Labor is in a peculiarly strong 
position at the moment as a result 
of a bit of mystery that developed 
'while the American negotiating 
team was in London. That's the 
sudden interest of the U.S. State 
Dept. in the talks. It was almost 
purely a result of the strong posi- 
tion taken by Ambassador Lewis 
| Douglas that the favorable agree- 
ment was reached. 


The Big Switch 


| Neither Eric Johnston nor Ellis 
G. Arnall could account for Wash- 
ington’s interest. Both the Motion 
Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers’ prexies had 
spoken to State frequently, particu- 
larly Arnall, but had never been 
| able to engender more than apa- 


thetic attention. 


groups have had their reps at work 
in D.C. Thus, it is suspected by 
MPAA and SIMPP that that may 
account for the change of heart. If 
so, it would also indicate that the 
laborites could put sufficient pres- 
sure on State to frown to the 
British on the incentive angle of 
the deal 
| change. 
Production incentive is only one 
of three bonus plans included in 





culties promise to arise in MPAA 
| councils. The three schemes to- 
; gether will provide a bonus of 
$2,000,000 based on activity equal 
to that in the past. Greater activity 
could send it to $4,000,000 or even 


(Continued on page 20) 


prin- | 
ciple among UV. S. distribs, room is | 
seen for plenty of argument among | 
the majors on filling in the per-| 
were left in| 
the bonus clauses of the agreement. | 
However, it is not expected that | 


heated that they in any way will | 
jeopardize final consummation of | 


a preliminary meeting of the Mo-| 
Assn. board | 
last week, is that the agreement in 


| Seven companies gave their oKay | 
at*once at a session in New York | 


some | 


| 


More recently, Hollywood labor | 


and possibly force a| 


the agreement and on which diffi- | 


more. That would be added to the | 


BONUS CLAUSES 





* 


| 


} 
} 
| 
} 
| 
! 





Important Switch 

New British monetary agree- 
ment retains the incentive plan 
for U. S. production in Eng- 
land that Yank distribs and 
labor strenuously objected to 
ewhen originally offered by the 
British last May. There is, 
however, One _ all-important 
modification. 

Original provided a penalty 
if production was less than in 
the past and a bonus if it was 
more, so that the basic $17,- 
000,000 of convertibility could 
theoretically have been re- 
duced to as low as $13,000,000. 
New agreement continues the 
$17,000,000 base figure, but 
eliminates the penalty provi- 
sion. Bonus is still included, 
so that the only way that con- 
vertibility can go is up. 








Bernhard May 
Salvage Stock In 


New ELC Setup 


| Revised merger under 
Joseph Bernhard, 
Classics, would salvage some stock 
,interest in Eagle Lion Classics, de 
|facto company handling FC 
| Eagle Lion product, is shaping as 
{a possibility. Talks between Wil- 
‘liam C. MacMillen, ELC head and 
exec veepee of EL, and Irving 
Kaufman, assignee for the benefit 
of FC creditors, have taken a 
new course which may lead to 
,the changed setup. Heretofore, 
chances of Bernhard remaining in 
the new company under a merger 
were very slim. 

Pointing up the fact that the dis- 
cussions have a very long way to 
go, 


Uncertainties, Short Coin Get UA 
Slim Response to Salesmgr. Quest 


+ With departure of Paul N. Laz- 


arus, Jr., United Artists’ new man- 
| agement was reportedly stepping up 
|its efforts this week to line up a 
|new general sales manager. Infor- 
|mal feelers have been sent out to 
'a number of distribution men, but 
the response, as far as can be 
learned, has been slim. 

Potential candidates for the post 
are loathe to consider it without 


| assurances as to the future of the 


company. They've been given no 


| more information than the indus- 
| try in general on the deal by which 
|a group headed by Paul V. McNutt 


jand Mary 


Pickford have obtained 


i} control of UA. 


Minus any dope on the status 
of the company beyond reports of 


| confusion currently caused by loss 
of all its top manpower, no one Is 


| Only 


anxious to step into the breach. 
job that the new manage- 
ment has been able to fill so far is 
that of exec v.p., which was taken 
over last week by C. J. (Pat) Scol- 
lard, who left Paramount the pre- 


| vious week after 11 years of han- 


dling labor relations and other ad- 


| ree 4 
| ministrative chores. 


} 


| 


which | 
head of Film| 


Another important factor in 
slowing the company’s quest for 
manpower is understood to be the 
salary brackets in which it is 
thinking. It is reported that the 
fee at which it wants to hire a sales 
chief is around $500 to $600 a week 
—considerably below the _ going 
rate for a major company. 

Meantime, there were growing 


| indications—and convictions—that 


and | 


the McNutt deal was not as orig- 
inally pictured. While the details 


‘have been kept determinedly hazy 


by board chairman McNutt, it has 
been learned on good authority 


| that the change of management was 


a maneuver rather than a bona fide 
purchase of control of the corpora- 
tion from Miss Pickford and 
Charles Chaplin. 
While no new money has come in 
(Continued on page 20) 





‘Atlas Retains Interest 


MacMillen this week ordered | 


his branch offices to halt all sell- | 


ing on some 20 films 
company has been handling for FC. 


which. his | 


All prior playdates will be serviced | 


but no new ones taken. MacMillen 
(Continued on page 22) 





| Col’s 2 Military Pix 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Columbia is readying two mili- 
tary pictures to make hay while 
the war clouds loom. Their titles 
are “The Flying Jeeps’ and 
“Pentagon.” 

Robert Cohn, producer, left for 
Washington with synopses of the 
two yarns for perusal by the war 
officials in the Pentagon. 








American Companies Expect to Snare 


1007, Conversion 


American companies expect to 
achieve 100° conversion of their 
| British earnings under the new 
Anglo-U. S. film agreement worked 
out last week. They anticipate 
that there will be nothing left 
‘frozen out of the approximately 
$38,000,000 which is looked for in 
Britain during the 12 months be- 
| ginning Oct. 1. 

New agreement, with its $17,000,- 
000 guarantee of convertibility, 
plus a system of bonuses, may give 
them as high as $21,000,000 in cash 
‘out of the United Kingdom. Pro- 
duction in England, purchase of 
| American rights to British films, 


| manufacture of prints, payrolls and | 


| the long list of other uses to which 

earnings may be put are expected 
to chew up the other $17,000,000 
in earnings. 

The $38,000,000 figure for the 
period beginning Oct. 1, when the 
new one-year pact becomes effec- 
tive, is an estimate, of course. It 
is based on earnings for the latest 
‘period on which 


statistics are) 


In UP Theatres After 
Prod. Distrib Sale 


Atlas Corp., Floyd B. Odlum’s 
investment firm, is holding on to 


|its stock interest in United Para- 


|mount theatres after selling 


its 
slice in the Paramount production- 
distribution company. Previously 
the owner of a block of 50,000 
shares in the old pre-divorcement 
major, Atlas has followed the court 
mandate against dual ownership 
by unloading the production-dis- 
trib stock. It still owns 25,000 
shares of UP common, according 
to the half-year financial report of 
the investment firm. 

Company’s interest in UP is es- 
timated at $409,375 against $1,100,- 


'000 for its block in the old Par 


| unit. 


Otherwise, the Atlas interests 


in entertainment stocks remained 
| virtually unchanged during the six 


of British Earnings 


‘available, the 12 months ending 
| July 1. Net was between $34,000,- 
000 and $35,000,000. 


| common 


/months. Atlas still has a big stake 


in Walt Disney Productions, in 
which it retains 93,050 shares of 
(market value $558,300) 


‘and $308,500 in principal amount 


Hypo in that amount is antici- | 


pated for a number of reasons. 
First is an improvement in general 
economic conditions in Britain. 
Second is that the quota will be 
‘reduced on Oct. 1 to 30°, giving 
'more playing time to Hollywood 
| product. 


Thirdly, J. Arthur Rank , 


has tremendously sliced his produc- | 


_tion program and so is not putting 


so much pressure on his Odeon | 


RKO MUST PAY 256 


and Gaumont-British chains to 
play his product to the exclusion 
of that from abroad. 

Frozen Funds 


in Britain would be no novelty to 


Using up all their frozen funds | 


‘most U. S. distribs, since they ac- | 


|complished almost that under the 
‘two-year agreement that was to 
‘have expired June 13 but is be- 
ing continued in force until Oct. 1. 


The only company that had any 


sizable balance as of June 13 was 
(Continued on page 9) 


in Disney’s 4% “A” bonds (valued 
at $246,800). 

Some 234,012 RKO stock options 
which expired Jan. 31 are no long- 
er carried on the books. These 
options had a nominal value of $3,- 
656 at the beginning of the year. 
Only other entertainment stock is 
20,000 shares of Madison Square 
Garden Corp. priced at $190,000. 

Net income for Atlas during the 
six months was $11,551,994. Earned 
surplus is figured at $27,712,061. 





IN PLAGIARISM SUIT 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
State supreme court has ruled 
that RKO must pay Samuel R. 
Goldin and Norbert Faulkner $25,- 
000 in their plagiarism suit against 
the studio. 


» Pair had claimed that RKO’s 


. “Ghost Ship” 


was a ‘steal from 


\their play, “Man and his Shadow.” 








PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Tops for July m B.0. Survey; 


Winchester’ 24, Bride’ 3d, Flame’ 4th 


Consistent draw of “Annie Get # 


Your Gun” (M-G), despite the hot | 
weather and all other handicaps, | 
placed it at the top of the box-| 
office heap for the month of July, | 
according to reports from VARIETY 
correspondents in 24 key cities. | 
The Metro musical held steadily 
among the first three grossers for 
the initial three weeks, and never 
dipped below sixth. In addition, 
pic seldom opened mildly, hitting 
new highs for the season in some 
spots. Film hung up a longrun 
mark at Loew's State, N. Y., wind- 
ing up 12th week yesterday 
(Tues.). 

“Winchester °73” (U) captured 
second place for the month, mainly 
on the blanket booking for a couple 
of weeks over the country, which 
enabled it to win first spot for two 
successive weeks. Draw of James 
Stewart, star of picture, was a con- 
tributing factor. Third money 
went to “Father of Bride,” also 
Metro. “Bride,” champion in June. 
continued its sock biz despite its 
extended-run in many localities. 

“Flame and Arrow” (WB) won 
fourth place via extensive bookings 
at the end of the month. Burt 
Lancaster starrer, however, got 
under way comparatively slowly in 
the forepart of July. Fifth spot 
was taken over by “Duchess of 
Idaho” (M-G), the Esther Williams- 
Van Johnson picture being espe- 
cially sturdy on it first weeks. 

“White Tower’ (RKO), which 
also started out fairly moderately, 
managed to wind up sixth. Seventh 


it< 


position was won by “Irma Goes 
West” (Par) while “711 Ocean 
Drive” ‘Col) wound up eighth. 


“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) was 


ninth, “Bright Leaf’ (WB) 10th. 
“Gunfighter” (20th) llth ~ and 
“Crisis” (M-G) 12th. “Gunfighter” 


was fourth in June. 
Best runnerup pictures were 
“Broken Arrow” (20th), just getting 


started at the tag end of the 
month; “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) 
and “Peggy” (‘(U). “Rocketship” 


finished 10th the previous month 
attesting to the public’s yen for 
novel fare. 


New Pix Promising 


Batch of new pictures hold some 
promise, several getting enough 
test or initial playdates to indi- 
cate future possibilities. “Treasure 
Island” (RKO), with largely sock 


to big first weeks, is one of the’! 


strong new entries. “Three Little 
Words” ‘(M-G) also has shown 
enough to date to hint real po- 
tentialities. ‘‘Destination Moon” 
(EL), with smash extended-run at 
N.Y. Mavfair, also looks to be a 
future winner, aovelty of theme 
obviously being a factor. More is 
expected to be heard from “711 
Ocean Drive.” 
“Flame and Arrow.” “The Men” 
(UA) did nicely on its first two 
weeks at N.Y. Music Hall. 

“Our Very Own” (RKO) started 
out big on its first two dates. “So 
Young. So Bad” (UA), also new, has 
already racked up some sizable 
sessions. “In Foreign Legion” ‘(U) 
so far has been on the disappoint- 
ing side for an Abbott-Costello 
comedy. “Next Voice You Hear” 
(M-G). also new, has not proved 
especially startling boxoffice-wise 
after its nice N.Y. Music Hall run. 
“Stella” (20th) also has been large- 
ly mild to tepid so far. 

“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” 
(Col) added some worthwhile biz 
during July. “Iroquois Trail” (UA), 
mainly average, never did get 
started in most spots. “Comanche 
Territory” (U) still showed up with 


some smash to fast sessions during | 


the month. “Underworld Story” 
(UA), mild in some spots, did well 
in others. 

“Rock Island Trail” (Rep) 
chipped in with some fine weeks 
during the month after some mod- 
erate sessions. “Good Humor Man” 
(Col) was strictly unfunny in many 
localities as far as biz is concerned. 
“Cariboo Trail” (20th) takings 
largely on the modest side. 

“Jn a Lonely Place” (Col), with 


few bookings thus far, is credited | 


with some fair weeks. “Kind 
Hearts and Coronets” (EL), which 
finished ninth one week, is doing 
big to great trade, mainly in small- 
seaters. “All Quiet on Western 


Front” ‘U), out on reissue, chalked | 


up mild to sock trade in final weck 


of July, being surprisingly strong | 


for an oldie. 


to poadtetry a: 


Same is true of | 


eruc ide 





July’s Golden Dozen 
1. “Annie Get Gun” (M-G). 
“Winchester °73” (U). 
“Father of Bride” (M-G). 
. “Flame and Arrow” (WB). 
“Duchess of Idaho” ‘M-G). 
“White Tower” (RKO), 
“Irma Goes West” (Par). 
“711 Ocean Drive” (Col). 
“Sidewalk Ends” (20th). 
“Bright Leaf” (WB). 
“The Gunfighter” (20th). 
“The Crisis” (M-G). 


Jap Govt. Bit Off 
More Than It Could 
Chew on Distrib Code? 


U. S. distribs believe that the 
military government in Japan may 
have taken a bigger bite than it 
could comfortably chew when it is- 
sued its now-rapidly-becoming- 
famed Circular 8, laying down a 
fiim distribution code for Nippon. 
It has put on a few civilian em- 
ployvees of the Army for the un- 
enviable job of picking and ap- 
proving U. S. product and com- 
panies—with all the attendant 
pressures, since there’s a consider- 
able economic advantage at stake. 

Circular 8 sets up a quota sys- 
tem under which 270 Yank-made 
pix may be imported into Japan 
during the current fiscal year. It 
also did away with the “chosen in- 
strument” method of distribution, 
whereby the 
the Motion Picture Export Assn., 
had an exclusive franchise. 

MPEA continues to operate as 
the rep of nine companies and has 
been granted licenses for importa- 








tion of 78 films. Indie producers 
have been granted a total of 14 


licenses so far and are expected to 
be demanding many more. 
licenses are granted, approval 
must still be won for the individ- 
ual pictures to be imported. 

Criterion on approvals is first 
the reorientation value of the pic. 
When as many as possible are 
chosen in that category, other 
okays will be given on the basis 
that the film does not do harm to 
the cause of democracy and U. S. 
policy. 

Duty of allocating the individual 
| quotas and then approving the pix 
| falls upon Don Brown, chief of the 
| Civilian Information & Education 
| division of the Supreme Command 
| Allied Powers (‘SCAP). With al- 
| most 180 more licenses still to be 
| handed out, Brown is in a plenty 

tough spot doing his picking and 
_ choosing. 

In addition to getting licenses 
and okays for admittance of pix 
into Japan, additional approval 
must be won for a film to share in 


the dollar convertibility of yen be-' 


ing made available by SCAP. 
MPEA has made a deal permitting 


it to convert $1,500,000 worth of) 
Indies have | 


yen in nine months. 
no currency commitment from 
SCAP as yet, but it is understood 
that they will be allowed 500,000. 

That’s another point that has 
-CI&E on the spot, since it is 
‘claimed that the allotment of $1.- 
| 500,000 for nine majors against 
»500,000 for a handful of indies 
would be entirely disproportionate. 
| Considerable pressure is under- 
stood being exercised, however, to 
establish this ratio by the Society 


of Independent Motion Picture 
| Producers, headed by former 


Georgia governor Ellis G. Arnall. 

Some Yank distribs think that 
the Army made a mistake in set- 
ting up a quota system in its ef- 
‘fort to hold down the quantity of 
product to keep from flooding Jap 
theatres. They say they now feel 
virtually under obligation to im- 
port the maximum under the 
quota, while probably under ordi- 
nary circumstances not as many as 
270 pix would have been sent in. 


Murphy Wins ‘Badge’ 


Hoeliywood, Aug. 8. 

Audie Murphy, oustanding war 
hero off the screen, will play the 
top role in “The Red Badge of 
Courage,’ Metro’s film version of 
the Steve Crane classic. 

Picture goes into work in three 
weeks, with Gottfried Reinhardt 
| producing. 


e! 





BS isite of? eastilsve 


~1210 TOA-ers. 


U. S. Majors’ co-op, | 


After ' 


BIG RESERVATIONS FOR 
TOA’S HOUSTON MEET 


| Big early reservations for Thea- 
| tre Owners of America’s forthcom- 
ing national convention in Hou- 
ston, Oct. 30-Nov. 2, is giving the | 
affair a fast start. Exhib org has 
already received registrations from 
Large number of 
small fry from 23 states and Can- 
ada have requested reservations. 

Delegation of exhibs from Mex- 
ico will also be on hand. 


Par Board Defers 
N. Y. Bldg: Sale 


Acting on the premise that the 
realty situation may take a sharp | 
turn because of the Korean fracas, 
Paramount’s board has decided to 
shelve all maneuvers to sell the} 
Paramount home office building, | 
Times Sq. landmark, for the time | 
being. Building has been with- 
drawn from the market after a/| 
number of feelers were sent out 
to prospective purchasers. Origi- 
nal asking price for the building 
was in the neighborhood of $11,- 
000,000. 

Par’s policy-setters now feel that 
the company may be able to get a 
considerably higher price if build- | 
ing controls are reenacted. Under 
its consent decree, company has 
five years to unload the property, 
hence there is no urgency in seek- 
ing a buyer. 

Good part of the cash from the 
sale was to be channeled into the 
buy-up of outstanding common 
stock. Possibility of a better price, 
however, is considered more im- 
portant than the campaign to 
streamline Par’s capital structure. | 


B’klyn Paramount Sold 


Brooklyn Paramount theatre and 
the 11l-story building in which the 
deluxer is housed passed into the 
hand of Long Island U. this week. 
Purchase was made from* Realty 
Associates Securities Corp., previ- 
ous owner of the property. At the 
same time, a lease running until 
1960 was given to United Para- 
mount, which has been operating 
the house. 

Amount of coin involved in the 
deal was not disclosed. Property 
is assessed by N. Y. city at $2,780,- 
000. University picked up the 
building to house much of its ad- 
ministrative staff and part of its 
school when a number of its floors 
are vacated by present tenants. 


Entire Loew’s Chain Sets 
| ‘Men’ for Aug.-Sept. 


| “The Men,” Stanley Kramer pro- 
duction currently in New York, 
Boston and San Francisco first- | 
runs, goes into the entire Loew’s 
circuit during August and Septem- 
ber. Booking was disclosed this 
week by United Artists, the dis- 
trib. 

Pic is also going into Schine, 
|Reade and RKO houses to pro-. 
vide about 50 key openings dur- 
ing the two-month period. 

















‘South Koreans See 
| Special War Reels 


Washington, Aug. 8. 

| South Korean natives are being 
provided with a special weekly 
newsreel on event. there and in 
|the rest of the world by the State 
Dept.’s information division. It is | 
made up in New York, out of clips | 
|provided by the commercial news- 
reel companies, under the super- 
, Vision of State’s newsreel chief 
| Jack Connelly. 

In addition to a 35m version for 
|use in the remaining theatres, 
|16m versions are being shipped 
for showing by the 14 mobile units 
now operated by the State Dept. in 
| Korea. 


’ 





UWF Names Gluck 


| Post of television sales chief of ' 
| United World Films, Universal’s 
, Wholly-owned subsid in the 16m 
| and video fields, is being filled by 
| Norman Gluck. Gluck succeeds to 
the niche vacated by Lewis Blum- 
berg, who left last week for Indo- 
nesia. 

| Blumberg, son of U’s prez, Nate | 
Blumberg, has taken an exec job 
with Zoro Corp., outfit in which 
UWF board chairman Matty Fox 
has an interest. Gluck formerly 
iserved as Lewis Blumberg’s aide, | 


if 
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Disney's 32-Minute ‘Beaver’ Poses 
Another Exhib Programming Question 


_ 
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U’s Drive-In 1st-Runs 


Following through on a pol- 
icy of booking first-run in 
drive-ins and nabe_ houses 
where it cannot obtain its 
terms from regular first-rum 
theatres, Universal is opening 
“Rocking Horse Winner” Aug. 
25 in three Columbus, O., 0zon- 
ers. Unusual day-date book- 
ing is the first time that a 
British film gets the al fresco 
treatment. “Winner” is a J. 
Arthur Rank pic. 

Film opens at the CCC, East- 
side and Riverside drive-ins. U 
has booked other pix in Co- 
lumbus as well as in Coving- 
ton, Ky., ozoners. It has also 


played some of its films in 
Michigan nabe houses first-run 
because of an_ inability to 


agree on terms with the But- 
terfield chain. 








Chas. Skouras Points 
To 60 ‘Better’ Films 


In NT Coast Session 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Hollywood is in there swinging 
to prove that its slogan, ‘Movies 
Are Better Than Ever,” is no myth. 
In fact, Hollywood is about to dem- 
onstrate that fact, according - to 
Charles P. Skouras, addressing a 
meeting of National Theatres divi- 
sional heads for a three-day ses- 
sion. 

National Theatres will start the 
MABTE drive on Sept. 1, continu- 
ing to New Year's Day, with $150,- 
000 earmarked for campaign ex- 
penses and a lineup of better-than- 
ever films to serve as ammunition. 
Skouras named 60 pictures which, 
he declared, are superior in enter- 
tainment value to any cluster of 
films ever released during a sim- 
ilar period in the past. 

Division chiefs attending the 
three-day session were: Elmer C. 
Rhoden, Fox Midwest; Frank R. 
Ricketson, Fox Intermountain: 


Harold J. Fitzgerald, Fox Wiscon- ' 


sin; Frank L. Newman, Sr., Ever- 
green circuit; George Bowser, 
general manager of Fox West 
Coast Theatres, and Dick Dickson 


and Spencer Leve, respectively di- | 
| Vision managers 


for Fox West 
Coast in Southern and Northern 
California. 
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Under the “scheduled  perform- 
ances” plan, patrons will be able 
to buy tickets in advance for a 
particular showing. Nobody, how- 
ever, will be seated once the fea- 
ture has started and the house is 
to be completely cleared between 
each performance, 


While 20th will insert 
‘scheduled performances” 


‘ 


clause 


|/as only a request in the contracts, 
| exhibs buying “Eve” must agree to 


play the picture singly, Skouras 
said. Questioned as to whether this 
might not be a step towards elim- 
inating double bills, the 20th chief 
said the plan has nothing to do 
with that. “While I am against 


| double features from every angle,” 


he declared, “there are too many 
outside factors present in each sit- 
uation for us to attempt to change 
them at one time.” 


While success of the plan will 


, undoubtedly mean 20th will release | 


other pictures in the future the 
same way, Skouras emphasized it 


,is only designed for pictures simi- 


lar to “Eve.” Film, a personal pro- 
duction of 20th studio veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck and scripted and 
directed by Joseph L. Mankiewicz. 
runs two hours and 20 minutes. 
Film is scheduled to preem in 
October at the Roxy, N. Y. Na- 
tional Theatres’ first-run houses 
throughout the country will fol- 
low in a week and, according to 
Skouras, it will be made available 
at that time to any theatres desir- 


_ing to enter into the plan from the 
' start. 


If one of the company’s reg- 
ular customers turns it down, he 
said, the picture will then be of- 


fered to a competing house. Skou- | 


ras and Smith both noted that 20th 
has full authority to refuse to sell 
a picture to any theatre, 


| ‘Scheduled Show’ | | 


the | 


Question of the public’s accept- 
ance of a streamlined film rang. 
ing from 30-50 minutes in place of 
a second feature is being reopened 
again with the current release of 
Walt Disney’s “Beaver Valley,” 
four-reeler running 32 minutes, 
“Beaver” poses the question 
| squarely because RKO, pic's dis- 
| trib, is booking the film as a sec- 


| ond feature rather than a short or 
| featurette. Company. is asking top 
'dualer flat terms for the film, 
| which is just breaking its first two- 
| dozen dates. 

| If “Beaver” goes as a sub for a 
| second feature it is expected to 
open the field again for tests in 
short pix which neither fit in the 
traditional feature or shorts 
| bracket. Disney is already con- 
vinced that there is a good market 
‘for this fish-nor-fowl type of film 
and is prepping production plans 
to turn out another under the ten- 
tative label of “God’s Half Acre.” 
| His first test was with “Seal Is- 
land,” Academy Award winner re- 
leased last year. 

Streamlined features of 50-min- 
utes running time were tested 
shortly after the war by Hal 
Roach, who released them through 
United Artists. Roach turned out a 
flock of these pix as replacements 
for second features but the ven- 
ture proved a financial dud. Buddy 
Rogers and Mary Pickford also 
took a fiyer at that titae with 
equally unsatisfactory results. 

Disney’s medium-sizers | differ 
from previous tries in that they are 
built around nature studies rather 
than purely fictional in content. 
Whether that has any bearing on 
the main question is problematical 
since it seems unlikely that the 
public or exhibs would object on 
the pure grounds of subject maf- 
ter. Main point, of course, is 
whether the public will take to 
them as entertainment. 

“Seal Island” cost Disney some 
$75,000 and turned in a gross of 
$175,000. On the basis of current 
selling terms and early critics’ 
plaudits for *“Beaver,” RKO esti- 
mates that the film will do well 
over $175,000. “Beaver” also cost 
about $75,000, thereby highlight- 
ing the coin-making possibilities of 
this kind of film. 

Another pic will shortly hit the 

theatres in the same bracket. Irv- 
ing Allen is winding up production 
on “Return of Gilbert and Sulli- 
van,” with the rough cut about 35 
minutes in running time. Allen and 
his partner, Joe Justman, may add 
another 20 minutes to the film. 
It is RKO’s contention that the 
| public has no concern with the 
hard-and-fast typing by the indus- 
try. Hence, the patrons are un- 
mindful of length and will pay for 
any pic that proves entertaining. 
Another argument, raised in the 
past, is that the shorter film gives 
an exhib a package without the 
undue length of a full double-fea- 
ture program, 


Liz Taylor’s WB Pic in 
Payoff for Wyman Loan 


| 

| Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
' Elizabeth Taylor, currently 
| honeymooning in Europe, will star 
in a picture for Warners early next 
summer. Understood the deal is 
the result of a trade wherehy Jane 
Wyman shifted from the Burbank 
lot to Metro for the femme lead in 
_“Three Guys Named Mike.” 

Miss Taylor's next commitment 
at Metro is “Father’s Little Divi- 
dend,” starting in September, after 
which she will move to Warners. 











3 Marine Pix Into 
Re-Release by Rep. 


1 
| Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
| Republic is rushing re-release 
of three films with Marine Corps 
background, “Leathernecks Have 
Landed,” “Join the Marines” and 
“Come on, Leathernecks.” Thy 
will be available for hgokings © 
/soon as prints are processed in 
order to give firm a tiein with 
current Marine action in Korea. 
Pix were lensed between 1936-38. 
Casts include such names ‘iS 
Lew Ayres, Isabel Jewell, Paul 
Kelly, June Travis, Richard Crom- 
; well and Marshe Hunt, 
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VAULTS BULGE WITH TOP 


Johnston, McCarthy Trek to France 
In Nov. to Untangle Import Row 


H WOOD BACKLOG 





Eric Johnston, Motion Picture+ 


Assn. of America prez, and John 
G. McCarthy, international division 
topper, will go to France in No- 
vember in an effort to straighten 
out a bitter dispute that has arisen | 
with the French government on 
issuance of import permits. French 
want to set the number of pix each 
company may bring in, while the 
Yanks want the right to do their 
own divvying of the permits. 

A second and equally strong | 
beef is being made on the Paris ef- | 
fort to divide the 110 permits an-| 
nually among 11 companies instead 
of 10. French want to include | 
Eagle Lion with the Motion Picture | 
Export Assn. companies in dishing | 
out the licenses. | 

French have tried to ram the | 
new arrangement down the Yanks’ | 
throat. They’ve received a flat nix 
from thé MPAA, and Johnston and 
McCarthy have succeeded in get- 


ting the Gallic government to post- | | 
|atre, Long Beach, Cal., against | 


pone effectiveness of the new regu- 
lation until they get to Paris to talk 
it over. November meeting date, 
earliest the French could make, 
was set last week. 

MPAA has been trying for about 
a year to win a revision of the 
Blum-Byrnes agreement of 1947, 
which governs U. S. film distribu- 
tion in France. Johnston and 
McCarthy have claimed that the 
improvement in France’s economic 
position justified lifting of the 
quota and unlimited remittances. 
French reply was to issue the new 
license regulations. 

In the past, each of the 10 
MPEA member companies was | 
permitted 11 licenses. Eleven | 
others were reserved for inde- 
pendents. Even distribution of 
permits among the companies was | 
not satisfactory because some dis- 
tribs did not have 11 pix worth the 
compulsory dubbing, while others | 
had more. 

Yanks, if the ceiling of 110 is to| 
remain at all, want to decide among | 
themselves who should get what. | 
That of course, will very likely lead 
to a serious hassle within the 
MPEA, but the companies would 
rather chance that than have the 
French decide for them. New 
French permit list varies from a, 
minimum of three pix for some, 
companies to 12 for others. 

EL has further confused the | 
issue since it started in business | 
after the base year on which the | 
permits are issued. An equitable, 
but what the MPEA companies felt 
was to be a temporary arrange- 
ment, gave EL some .MPEA | 
licenses last year. Now the | 
French want to continue*on that | 
basis, so that instead of an average 
of 11 permits per company, there 
will be only 10. That average is_ 
reduced even further on the, 
French schedule submitted to the | 
MPEA by holding some of the 10, 
permits in reserve. 


4 FILMMAKERS SPAR | 
FOR TITLE TO ‘STEPS’ 


Quartet o’ filmmakers are spar- | 
ring for the right to use the title, 
“In His Steps.” Title registration | 
report of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America shows that David O. 


Selznick filed first claim to the | 
tag in 1946 while Alson Produc- | 
tions, Edward A. Golden and W. 
Lee Wilder followed him in the 
past four years. After his Alson 
outfit dissolved, Edward Alperson | 
re-registered the label in his own | 
name last March. 


Old Grand National firm filmed 
“In His Steps” in 1936, with Eric 
Linden and Cecilia Parker starred. 
Picture was based on the Charles | 
M. Sheldon novel, which sold mil- 
lions of copies. Reportedly, the 
author, a midwest minister, profit- | 
ed little from his story because | 
he failed to copyright the yarn. | 
It revolved around tolerance and 
loyalty as found in two families. | 





PFPORN IN] PIY JN Majors Expected to Cut Back Again 
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ee ~ % By) NEAL GRAHAM 
Life Begins for Col. Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. Hollywood ; will unleash its big- Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Harry Cohn bought “Life Be-| gest guns ip the 1950 fall season; Screen Writers Guild bulletin 
gius” from Sam Bischoff and will | with a record list of completed top| reveals 65 more scribes are busy 


More Scribes Working 








; make it in 1951 as the studio’s top | product calculated to revive a lag-|on assignment than were working 


entry. It’s expected that the Sheri- | ging boxoffice. Checkup on the/at same time last year. 
dan Gibney hospital yarn will be | current backlog reveals a total of! Total as of July 11 was 511 com- 
retitled. | 207 films. Figure shapes up to in-| pared to 446 last year. 

Cohn outbid Paramount and (clude a greater percentage of top| 
Metro. Bischoff owned story be-/| drawing efforts than ever before. | 


fore moving to RKO. Spectacle, adventure, music, com- | 

edy and romance have been mold- | 0 0 I 

ed into mass appeal yarns and | * 
united with boxoffice stars, color | 
OSs ut |and the top production know-how * 
9 9 | to give one of the greatest val act y IS 


| attacks on FV yet provided. 


° ®, | Backlog list is as varied as the | 
] rust uit | studios can make it, ranging from; Foreign dept. execs are hopeful 
a ‘foreign localed and lensed spec-|but far from convinced that the 
|tacles such as “King Solomon’s|long blockade raised by Argentina 
Los Angetes, Aug. 8. | Mines,” “Captain Horatio Horn-| against American film imports will 
Four-year old anti-trust suit | blower.” Kim" and “The hageoan 2 lifted Rag! week. gm 
. ’ | Rose” to Technicolor musicals like | three weeks have passe since 
brought by Eulah and Ivan C. Han- | “Summer Stock,” “My Blue Heav-|members of the Motion Picture 








+ Scheduled boost in production 
and distribution rosters during the 
upcoming year by the major film 
companies is generally believed to 
represent only a temporary ex- 

| pedient in the industry, necessi- 
| tated by the slumping boxoffice. 
| Once film business hits the up- 
| Srade into which it apparently is 
now heading, it’s expected the 
majors will cut back their produc- 
tion to the smaller output of the 
last several years. 

Major company sales chiefs em- 
phasized this week that the mar- 
ket has a way of finding its own 
level. When a declining boxoffice 
resulted in pictures getting less 
| playing time at the majority of 
| theatres, they pointed out, it was 
'necessary to turn out more prod- 
; uct to meet the demand. If busi- 
|/ness improves enough so that the 
top films can hold longer in each 
| Situation, they said they will then 
'cut back production and, as a re- 
| sult, the number of films released 


| each year. 





'Cabart Theatre Corp., St. Louis 


Harry C. Arthur, Jr., was dismissed 
with prejudice last week by Fed- 


Amus. Co., Milton B. Arthur and | 


| 


son, operators of the Atlantic the-| en” “I'll Get By,” “Pagan Love|Assn. of America accepted two| Major studio heads, for their 


Song’? and ‘‘Let’s Dance.” From | proposed changes to the original | part, are reported completely in 
action biggies such as “American | pact made by the Latinos, the gov-| fayor of concentrating their entire 
Guerrilla in the Philippines,” “Be-|ernment has still failed to issue} production facilities on no more 
yond the Sunset,” “Halls of Monte-| licenses. So far, it looks like an-| than 25 or 26 top-budgeted films 
zuma” and “Tripoli” to exploita- | other case of “here’s where we | each year. This, they claim, would 
tion specials as provided by “The |came in.” | result in the production of better- 


eral Judge Leon R. Yankwich, | Men,” “The Petty Girl,” ‘“‘The Next| If action develops this week it/ quality films, which should help 


Plaintiffs original! nt ds | Voice You Hear . 
aintil's originally sought damages | Brush Girl.” Another range goes | sure exerted on the Peron govern- | office. 


| of $1,711,000. 

Judge Yankwich threw out the 
suit following a voluntary dismissal 
| request by the Hansons. Defendants 
| successfully argued that, instead of 
| conspiring with production and 
| distribution companies, as was al- 
leged by the plaintiffs, they were 
even greater victims and more 
grievously damaged than the At- 
lantic operators, insofar as grants 
of runs and clearances given their 
own theatres were concerned. 

Hansons’ original complaint also 
named the eight majors, Republic, 
Fox West Coast and National The- 
atres as defendants. These firms 
collectively settled all claims in 
November, 1949, upon payment of 
around $38,000. Cabart, St. Louis 
Amus. Co. and the Arthurs, how- 
ever, refused to go along with a 


compromise. They maintained that. 
their Long Beach houses offered | 


no competition to the Atlantic. 
Fact that Judge Yankwich tossed 
out the action with prejudice 
means it cannot be renewed. 


HOLMAN ADAMANT ON 
REMAINING IN N. Y. 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Russell Holman, Faramount’s 
eastern production chief, returns 





to the home office Thursday (10); its prexy, Edwin Silverman, with Borden's, 


after a three-week visit to the 
studio. Reportedly, while Holman 
was on the Coast, Y. Frank Free- 
man, Par’s production chief, tried 
to induce him to make his head- 
quarters permanently at the lot. 
Holman, however, is insisting, as 
in the past, to stay in New York. 

Because of the new setup re- 
sulting from the exiting of Henry 
Ginsberg, Par’s former studio head, 
Holman will make much more fre- 
quent trips to the Coast than pre- 
viously. As a top authority on story 
properties, he will be required for 
frequent huddles. 

Freeman has sought to induce 


' Holman to stay west for a number 


of years. Pressure has increased 
because of the Ginsberg departure. 





Defendants Pay 150G In 


Harlem Buyout, Settle Suit 


Stockholder suit brought in N.Y. 
supreme court by Jean and Anna 
Greenberg against Harry and Ar- 
thur Greenberg, over the Cosmo 


| theatre, Harlem flickery, has been 
| settled. Defendants have bought 


out the plantiffs’ 50% interest for 
$150,000. Deal was reached after 


‘the naming of Arthur N. Field as 


receiver. 
Suit charged defendants with 


..” and “Fuller will result from tremendous pres- | immeasurably in boosting the box- 
Furthermore, they main- 
from the screen versions of top;ment by Stanton Griffis, U. S. am-| tain, if such a small number of 
Broadway hits—‘Harvey,” “The |bassador to Argentina. Word has | pictures each year is not enough 
Glass Menagerie” and “Born Yes- | been relayed from Buenos Aires|to support the so-called fringe 
terday” to the proven boxoffice |that the government has promised | theatres, which have been clamor- 
lure of another “Ma and Pa Ket-|to let down the barriers forthwith. | ing for more product in order to 
tle’r” this time, “Back On the | However, h.o. execs have not heard! remain in business, then perhaps 
Farm.” Plus such biggies as “Sun-|of any such action as yet. | it would be better for the good of 





|set Bouleyard,” “An American 
| Tragedy,” ‘‘All About Eve” and 
| “Louisa.” | 
Col, RKO: Have 32 Each | 


Columbia and RKO are the top- 
| pers in the completed-product de- | 
| partment, each with 32 features in | 
| the can or in various stages of | 
(final editing. Ccolumbia’s list is | 
| sparked by the Joan Crawford star- | 
‘rer, “Harriet Craig,” a trio of | 
Technicolored westerns and, of | 
course, “Born Yesterday.” RKO) 
has Bette Davis’ “Story of a Di-| 
vorcee,” an Irene Dunne-Fred Mac- 
Murray comedy, “A Western Af- 
(Continued on page 22) 


ED SILVERMAN VICTOR 
IN CHI WOODS SUIT 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
Three-month old battle for con- 
trol of the Woods theatre ended 
_last week as Chi superior court. 
judge Joseph Graber dismissed a! 


| suit charging Essaness circuit and | 


| 
' 











| purchasing Woods property be-| 


| hind the backs of the leaseholding | 
| partners. 


| Judge Graber ruled against the | 
| plaintiffs’ charges that acquisition | 
'of the site was for Silverman's | 
| own benefit and to the partners’ | 
| detriment. Court pointed out that | 
ithe plaintiffs were at all times 


|cognizant of Silverman’s negotia- | 


| tions with the property owners, and | 
| were in full possession of all the) 


| facts relative to the purchase. 


| Plaintiffs charged in the com-| 
| plaint that Silverman was merely | 
| to dicker for a renewal with the 
|lessors, but instead had pulled a 
|eross by purchasing the property. 
| Court findings revealed, however, 
| that the partners were aware that 
the lease could not be renewed 
|}and in order for the theatre to 
-continue it became expedient that. 
a purchase be made. Owners, a 
| Franciscan Order, had renewed the | 
| lease several times previously, but | 
| refused an extension beyond April | 
| 30, 1951, after notifying all parties | 
'of an intention to dispose of the, 
| property. In this light, the court. 
|found, partners had neither the’ 
'right, expectancy or possibility of 
'a renewal after 1951, leaving) 
| Silverman with no other course but | 
_to purchase the site. 


Sam Block, “attorney for the 


Original pact was drafted in 
Washington a number of months 
(Continued on page 18) 


20TH, U, COL, RKO 
BUSY ON TV FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Check of their subsidiary activi- 
ties shows 20th-Fox, Universal, Co- 
lumbia and RKO already turning 
out television subjects although 
their activity to date has been con- 
fined to special advertising mes- 
sages using both live action and 
animation. 

Twentieth, through a subsid, has 
made seven one-minute animated 
messages for 4rnold Bakery in the 
east as well as one live-action for 
Chevrolet. Universal's United 
World Films has made four one- 





/ minute subjects for Chevrolet, six 
,for Lux, four for Pepperell and a 


special for the census bureau, plus 
others. 

Screen Gems Inc., former subsid 
of Columbia, has made _ subjects 
while active for such accounts as 
Bromo-Seltzer, BVD, 
Casco Products, Clark Candy, 
Hamilton Watch, Van Heusen 
Shirts. These accounts are now 
served by Columbia, with United 
Productions of America doing the 
actual filming. RKO-Pathe handles 
non-theatrical telefilm subjects as 
well as making entertainment reels 
for outside accounts. 


Volks Lose Again On 


Majors’ Tax Looksee 


Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 
Major distributors suing William 
and Sydney Volk, independent cir- 
cuit owners, for alleged fraudulent 
returns on. percentage pictures, 
scored again when the Federal dis- 
trict court granted their motion 





for the right to see the Volk’s Fed- | 


eral income tax returns. The court 
order also permits the distributors 
to inspect the Volks’ books further. 

Previously certain of the distrib- 
utor plaintiffs had won the right 
to examine the Volks’ books and 
records, but not the income tax re- 


turns. The Volks are seeking to! 


have the film contyacts involved 
held invalid on the grounds that 
they violated the anti-trust law in 
having fixed admission prices to be 
charged by the theatres for the 
pictures. Another setback for the 
Volks occurred recently when the 
court ruled that the consent decree 


failing to pay plaintiffs their pro-| 
portion of profits. Harry H. Osh- piaintiffs, filed an intention to ap-, provisions cannot be invoked to 
rin attorneyed for the plaintiffs. | peal. , invalidate the contracts. 


| the industry to let such operations 
shutter. 
| Increase in production will defi- 
| nitely not result in a number of 
| new first-run situations opening 
| up throughout the country, as has 
| been claimed by some industry ob- 
iservers. With the key-city delux- 
|ers averaging at least two week’s 
| playing time on each film even in 
| these days of shortened playdates, 
analysts pointed out, the release 
of 36-40 features being charted by 
the majors will have to bring more 
first-runs into being. Otherwise, 
they claim, product will become 
jammed up in tbe keys, leaving 
the subsequent run and smalltown 
situations still clamoring for more 
| pictures. Instead of this happen- 
| ing, however, the major company 
sales managers predict a cutback 
in their release schedules. 
Indicative of the majors’ cur- 
rent trend towards more-pictures, 
meanwhile, is the plan revealed by 
20th-Fox last week to release 36 
studio-produced pictures, plus an 
{undisclosed number of outside 
‘films, from Sept. 1 of this year 
|to Aug. 31, 1951. Plan, divulged 
| by New England division manager 


(Continued on page 55) 


‘SEVERAL MAJORS EYE 
VIRGIN 16M AREAS 


While expansion of the majors’ 
16m operations abroad has slowed 
considerably, saturation point is 
still to be reached. Several of the 
companies are considering entry 
into territories which are still vir- 
gin so far as narrow-gauge ped- 
| dling is concerned. In other coun- 
tries returns on 16m sales have 
| reached a plateau and are now 
| holding to the grosses registered 
| during 1949 and ’48. 
| Latest expansion move has been 
made by Paramount. While Par 
'does not release in narrow-gauge 
in the U. S., it has just signed a 
| pact with Merriman Holtz for the 
|latter to handle Par’s product in 
| Alaska. Company heretofore had 
'no 16m dealings in that U. S. terri- 
| tory. 

Holtz takes a straight franchise 
from Par, paying off on a percent- 
age of the gross. He already has 
a similar arrangement with Metro 
and Columbia. Before taking on 
the Alaskan territory, Holtz for- 
merly was Coast rep for Films, Inc. 

Meanwhile, Par is still eyeing 
the domestic market with the pos- 
sibility that it may open 16m oper- 
ations in a limited way. 
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. 
Let’s Danee 
(MUSICAL-COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. | 

Paramount release of Robert Fellows 
production. Stars Betty Hutton, Fred 
Astaire; features Roland Young, Ruth 
Warrick, Lucile Watson, Gregory Moffett. 
Directed by Norman Z. McCleod. Screen- 
lay, Allan Scott; added dialog, Dane 
wussier; suggested by story by Maurice 
Zolotow; camera (Technicolor), George 
Barnes; editor Elisworth Hoagland; new 
songs, Frank Leesser; music direction, 
Robert Emmett Dolan. Tradeshown Aug. | 
7, °50. Running time, 111 MINS. 

Kitty McNeil Betty Hutton , 
Donald Elwood .. Fred Astaire 
Mr. Edmund Pohlwhistle.. Roland Young 
Carola Everett.. Ruth Warrick 
Serena Everett Lucile Watson | 
Richard Everett Gregory Moffett 
Larry Channock Barton MacLane | 
Timothy Bryant Sheppard Strudwick 
Nr. Charles Wagstaffe Melville Cooper 
Marcel..... ; . Harold Huber 
Judge , George Zucco 

Betty Hutton and Fred Astaire, 
plus color, are the assets that will 
see “Let's Dance’ through to okay 
grosses. It’s a light concoction of 
story, songs and dances, sprinkled 
with humor, that is generally ac- 
ceptable as escapist filmfare for 
most any situation. 

Entertainment values are good 
and could have been better had 
footage been tightened. There is 
not sufficent story value to sus- 
tain the present running time of 
111 minutes, resulting in a number 
o' sagging stretches. 

The Hutton-Astaire teaming hits 
its highlight for mirth on “Oh. 
Them Dudes,” a Frank Loesser tune 
that decries the adoption of the 
square dance by city slickers. 
Garbed as two rough-tough west- 
ern guntoters, Miss Hutton and 


the narrative values. Because of 
its production and cast names, it 


| Should do moderate biz. 


Produced in England and North | 
Africa with frozen currency, and | 
with a supporting British cast, | 
“Rose” is an adaptation of the 
Thomas Costain bestseller of some | 
vears ago. It is 13th century) 
drama that seems hardly to have 
ignored a thing in its plotting, and 
takes the viewer from England to 
the Far East and then back to Eng- | 
land. It is one of the longest films 
of the year (120 minutes). 

“Black Rose” is the story of 
Saxon revolt against Norman 
domination, 200 years after the | 
congest, and of how the constant | 
revolt is futile in the hands of the | 
small hordes that preyed the Eng- 
lish countryside. The central fig- 
ure in the Saxon fight is Walter 
of Gurnie (Tyrone Power), the il-| 
legitimate son of a Saxon peer. 
When he becomes recognized as 
the leader of a successful plot to) 
free the local jail of Saxon prison- | 
ers, he is forced to flee the’ country. 
Then follows his wanderings to | 
the East, his association with the | 
Mongol leader, Bayan (‘Orson | 
Welles), and his romance with the | 
Black Rose (Cecile Aubry), whom 
he meets while she is a prisoner | 
of Bayan during the latter’s march | 
toward eastern conquests. 

In his travels, flanked by his | 
Saxon crony Tristram (Jack Haw- | 
kins), Power has soaked up the, 
lore and mysteries of the east, and | 
with his ultimate return to Eng- | 
land he is forgiven by the King) 
because of his contributions to} 





Astaire romp through the number English culture and science, which | 
with evident pleasure, and audi- he has brought back with him. | 
ene reaction is good. Here and there is an escapist 

\staire spotlights a rhythm moment or two, as in the scene! 
dance around a piano for his terp, where Power, in payment for be- | 


topper, and he and Miss Hutton 
siep out to “I Can't Stop Talking 
About Him,” number used to open 
the show. “Why Fight The Feel- 
ing?” vocaled by Miss Hutton, also 
comes over. “Tunnel of Love,” 
sixth of the Loesser ture®s, is served 
up as a fullseale finale production 
no ber. 

~lot kicks off with a prolog 
showing Miss Hutton and Astaire 
entertaining troops in England. She 
reveals to him her marriage to a 
flyer. Story picks up five years 
Jater with Miss Hutton’s natural 
extrovert character being subdued 
in the straitlaced environs of a 
Back Bay Boston mansion, home 
ot her husband, killed in the war. 
She rebels and steals away in the 
nicht with her small son to return 
to show business. 

She meets Astaire again, finds 
he's still trying to be a business 
nian, not an entertainer, although 
supporting himself with a nitery 
job. He gets her a spot, the man- 
agement And others in the place 
take to her and the son. Grandma 
Lucile Watson doesn’t like such 
an atmosphere for her son’s off- 
spring and starts proceedings to 
gain custody. In telling this angle 
the varn is strung out too long. 

Otherwise, however, production 


trayal, must tread a thick rope, | 
flanked on either side by blood- 
lusty Mongols who strike him with | 
pig-bladders along the way to up- | 
set his footing. If he should slip, | 
they are allowed to gorge him with | 
lances until he regains his balance. | 
He slips. His innards would have 
been pilloried to the tentpoles if 
Welles weren’t to call a halt to the 
bloody sport. ; 

In a picture of warring, there is 
only the suggestion of battle, show- 
ing the background of smoking 
cities left desolate in the wake of 
Welles’ pillaging and conquest in 
the march toward China. And 
that’s where much of the film’s 
fault lies. Perhaps one good bat- 
tle scene, with some _ honest-to- 
goodness cinematic blood-letting, 
might have done something to in- 
crease the tempo of the picture. 

Power is eredible in the lead 
role, while Welles underplays ef- 
fectively the part of Bayan. How- 
ever, he is still frequently unintel- 
ligible, slurring his dialog. Miss 
Aubry, in her first American film, 
fails to project a rather obscurely 
, written character, and her French- 
accented diction is likewise some- 
times difficult to fathom. Hawkins 
‘is effective in a featured role. 
There are a host of Britons who 
give able support. 


and direction kétck it around prop-| This was obviously a massive 
erly to spotlight numerous chuckles editing job, and the finished prod- 
and the always-welcome songs and uct in one or two spots suggests 
dances contributed by the two cutting difficulties, especially at 
stars. Roland Young and Melville the film's close. Henry Hathaway, 
Cooper pair as stuffy lawyers for in his direction, had an apparently 


Miss Watson. Ruth Warrick has! unwieldy script, and frequently he 


her moments as a rebel against was able, in his movement of the 
Bostonian tradition. Also likeable performers, to imply action where 
are Gregory Moffett, the kid; Bar- | none actually existed. Kahn, 
— a. no got george 
aro uber an eorge Zucco. . 
George Barnes’ lensing is a Edge of Doom 
beautiful color job. Dance staging | ’ Hollywood, Ane. 3. 
by Hermes Pan, Robert Emmett | qistion. Stars ‘Dana Andrews.” Farley 
Dolan’s musical direction, and spe-| Granger, Joan Evans; features Robert 


cial orchestral arrangements by | Keith, vo yg he a Powers, Adele 

‘ : Jergens, Haro Jermilyea. 
Van Cleave, plus other technical Mark Robson. Screenplay, Philip Yordan; 
contributions, help to hold to-.| based on novel by Leo Brady; camera, 
gether the fluffy premise. Brog. 


| Harry Stradling: music, Hugo Friedhofer; 
| editor, Daniel Mandell. Tradeshown Aug. 
The Black Rese 
(COLOR) 


|2, ’°50. Running time, 98 MINS. 
| Father Roth Dana Andrews 
| Martin Lynn Farley Granger 
| Rita Conroy ... Joan Evans 
20th-Fox release of Louis D. Lighton Robert Keith 
roduction. Stars Tyrone Power, Orson Paul Stewart 
Velles, Cecile Aubry; features Jack Haw- Mala Powers 
kins. Directed by Henry Hathaway. Adele Jergens 
Screenplay, Talbot Jennings, from novel 
by Thomas Costain; camera (Techni- 
color), Jack Cardiff; editor, Manuel Del 
Campo; music director, Muir Mathieson; 
s: cre, Richard Addinsell; special effects, 
W. Perey Day; costumes, Michael Whit- 
taker. Tradeshown N. Y., Aug. 3, 50. 
Running time, 120 MINS. 
Wetter of Gurnie 
Bayan 
Maryam 
Tristram 
k ne Edward 
Alfvar 
Anthemus 
Countess of Lessford 
Mahmoud .......... is 
Lu Chung Alfonso Bedoya 
Wilderkin nas ‘ Gib McLaughlin 
&:mon Beautrie James Robertson Justice 
Friar Roger Bacon..... . Henry Oscar 
| eee . Laurence Harvey 


Are 
Father Kirkman 
[st Detective 
2nd Detective 
Mrs. Pearson 
Mr. Murray 

Mr. Swanson ... 
Mrs. Lally* 

| Mrs. Moore 

Ned Moore - 
Mary Jane Glennon 
Mrs. Dennis .. 

Mrs. Lynn 


John Ridgely 

Douglas Fowley 

; Mabel Paige 
Howland Chamberlain 
Houseley Stevenson. Sr. 


Ray Teal 
. Mary 


Tyrone Power 

Orson Welles 
144606665 Cecile Aubry 
° Jack Hawkins 
«++e+.+-Michael Rennie 
Finlay Currie | 
Herbert Lom 
Mary Clare 

. Bobby Blake 


Frances Morris 


A grim, relentless story, con- 
siderably offbeat from the usual 
film release, gives some distinction 
to “Edge of Doom.” However, de- 
spite the talk it may stir, it is still 
not a feature that will be accepted 
as entertainment in the general 
market. 

It has been made with all of 
.Samuel Goldwyn’s usual attention 
to production detail, played to the 
hilt by a good cast and directed 
with impact by Mark Robson. These 
are factors that will rate it criti- 
cal mention, but the very thorough- 
ness and faithfulness in adhering 
to the story of little people caught 
up in a futile existence is against 
it for playdates outside of specially 


The period costume drama is 
having somewhat of a vogue at 
resent, and “The Black Rose” is 
Oth-Fox’s latest contribution to 
the sweepstakes. With Tyrone 
Power, Orson Welles and Cecile 
Aubry, the Gallic newcomer, as its 
stars, “Rose” is impressively pro- 
duced in Technicolor. With its 
medieval background, however, its 
dialog-without-action often seems 
interminable and lacking in excite- 
ment, though it is awe-inspiring; exploited situations. 
in much of its physical beauty.; The plot has a single line and 
Frequently that beauty eclipses’ pursues it without deviation. It 


Directed by | 


oo Marold Vermilyea | 


Field | 
Virginia Brissac | 


~ Miniature Reviews 


“Let's Dance” (Musical) 
(Color) (Par). Fred Astaire- 
Betty Hutton in song-dance 
melange with okay outlook. 

“The Black Rose” (Color) 
(20th). Power-Welles-Aubry in 
moderate-biz costume drama. 

“Edge of Doom” (RKO). 
Grim story of little people 
caught in a futile existence. 
Well-done but not popular en- 
tertainment. 

“Summer Stock” (Musical) 
(Color) (M-G). Judy,Garland, 
Gene Kelly in topflight musi- 
cal entertainment. Big b.o. 

“Waterfront” (British) (GFD) 
Good talent wasted in slowly- 
paced meller; unfavorable for 
U. S. dates. 

“Dark City” (Songs) 
Good melodrama 
interesting new screen  per- 
sonality. Oka” b.o. 

“The Desert Hawk” (Color) 
(U). Costume swashbuckler 
with good action and okay 
b.o. in general runs. 

“The Old Frontier” (Rep). 
Routine Monte Hale oater for 
western situations. 

“County Fair” (Color) 
(Mono). Harness racing and 
romance against a county fair 
setting. Okay for family trade. 

“Vigilante Hideout” (Rep.). 
Neat action oater in the Rocky 
Lane series. 

“Trio” (British) ‘(GFD). Pat- 
terned along lines of ‘“‘Quar- 
tet,” new W. Somerset Maugh- 
am stories loom as big as that 
earlier effort; strong money- 
maker via class audiences. 

“Gunslingers” ‘(Mono.) .Rou- 
tine western starring 
Wilson. 

“Mask of Korea” (Indie). 
Erich Von Stroheim, Sessue 
Hayakawa, Mireille Balin in 
oldie meller of Orient helped 
by new soundtrack; mild as 
supporting feature. 


(Par). 
introducing 


Whip 








tells the story of a poverty-stricken 
boy, with a mother fixation after 
long years of caring for her, who 
tries to give her the funeral he be- 
lieves she deserves. In a state of 


shock from her death, he goes first | ) 
| opposite 
| though his singing of “You Won- 


to the parish priest to arrange the 
services. He receives unsym- 
pathetic treatment and, in a rage, 
kills the father with a crucifix. 
Running from his crime, he is 
arrested as a suspect in a theatre 
robbery but is released at the in- 
sistence of a young priest. The 


police, however, are still suspicious | 
At every turn, the | 
'full advantage of the lush produc- | 


and watchful. 
boy is rebuffed in his efforts to set 

a fine funeral. That, and the weight 
of a guilty conscience, finally be- 
come so oppressive he admits his 
crime after making his peace with 
the church and the memory of his 
mother. 

_ Cast does exceptionally well, all 
concerned managing a very real 
sense of dramatic punch. 
Granger stands out as the boy. 


Dana Andrews scores as the young | 


priest, Robert Keith is excellent as 
the police captain, Paul 


topnotch, 
, Shines briefly as 
priest. 

Joan Evans, figuring unimpor- 
tantly, Mala Powers, Granger's 
| sweetheart, and Adele Jergens oc- 
‘cupy the principal 


the murdered 


uted by John Ridgely, 
Fowley, Mabel Paige, Howland 
Chamberlin, Jean Innes and Ellen 
Corby. 

Effective use of the camera has 
been made by Harry Stradling to 
shape the picture’s mood. 
contributing on this score is the 
,music by Hugo Friedhofer. Brog. 


Summer Stock 
(MUSICAL-COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


| ‘ Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. Stars Judy Garland, Gene Kelly, 
| Eddie Bracken, Gloria De Haven, Marjorie 
| Main, Phil Silvers; features Ray Collins, 
Directed by Charlies Waliers. 


Gomberg: camera 
Planck; dances 
| musical direction. Johnny Green, Saul 
Chaplin; music, Harry Warren: lyrics, 
Mack Gordon: editor, Albert Akst. Trade- 
shown Aug. 1, '50. Running time, 108 


MINS. 
Jane Falbury Judy Garland 
Gene Kelly 


Joe D. Ross 

Orville Wingait Eddie Bracken 

Abigail Faibury Gloria De Haven 

Esme : Marjorie Main 

Herb Blake ; Phil 

Jasper G. Wingait Ray Collins 
. Nita Bieber 


| Sarah Higgins os 
. Carleton Carpenter 


(Technicolor), 


Robert 
staged by 


Nick Castle: 


| Artie.. j “Ss 
; Harrison I. Keath Hans Conried 


| 


Metro has put together an en-. 


| aging piece of entertainment in 
|“Summer Stock” to showcase its 


‘land and Gene Kelly. As filmfare 


| 
' 


Lany situation. 

| It has a light, gay air, including 
|Mine tunes, some used for dance 
;numbers. Story” portion is never 
| allowed to intrude much. When 
it seems that it will, a broad 


comedy sequence is dropped in 
to bridge the lapse with a laugh. 
Garland fans will cheer her 
“Get Happy,” the Harold Arlen- 
Ted Koehler tune that still tops 
any of the newer music cleffed 
for the picture. Miss Garland is 
at her best in vocal delivery and 


tagious rhythm. However, not far 
behind is “Happy Harvest,” a lilt- 
ing, warm number that serves 
both as a solo for Miss Garland 
and as the finale piece. She also 
clicks with “Friendly Star,” an- 
other Harry Warren-Mack Gordon 
tune that has heart appeal. 





iner,” 


i‘*You Wonderful You.” 
| trickily 
| squeaky 
;}mewspaper for novelty 
/run a bit too long. 


jland is 
|vounger sister, Gloria De Haven, 
| brings a troupe of would-be thes- 


, New 
| Eddie Bracken, 


Terpwise, Kelly scores with sev- 
eral numbers. His stepping to 
“Dig-Dig-Dig-Dig for Your 
assisted by Phil 
catches on, as does solo work to 
Latter is 
out to use a 
board and an old 
but does 


worked 
floor 


The George Wells-Sy Gomberg 


/script backgrounds the session of 
|musie and comedy against a New | 
Miss Gar- | 


England farm setting. 


the farmerette. Her 


pians to the farm and they take 


over the barn to stage a new musi- | 


cal written by Kelly. Not only is 
Miss Garland upset at such an in- 


| Vasion, so is the whole village of 
fiance, | 


Englanders and her 
the stuffed-shirt 
son of the village hardware mer- 





chant. 


Setup provides ample excuse 


looks, and sells the song with con- | 


Din- | 
Silvers, | 


Dark City 
(SONGS) 
| Hollywood, A ug. 5. 


| Paramount release of Hal B, Wallis 
| production. Stars Lizabeth Scott, Viveca 
Lindfors, Dean Jagger, Don DeFore ana 
Chariton Heston. Directed by William 
Dieterle. Screenplay, John Meredyth 1\. 
cas, Larry Marcus; adaptation, Ketti 
Frjngs; from story by Marcus; camera 
Victor Milner; editor, Warren Low: mu. 
| sic score, Franz Waxman; song, Harold 
| Spina, Jack Elliott. Tradeshown Aug. 3 
| 50. Running time, 97 MINS. ; 
| Danny Haley -»-. Charlton Heston 
Fran... eeveeeee- Lizabeth Scott 
| Victoria Winant..........Viveca Lindfors 
Captain Garvey.. Dean Jagger 
Arthur Winant.. -Don DeFore 
| Augie Jack Webb 
Barney cceccccceess--. Ed Begley 
Soldier eoee+- Henry Morgan 
Swede ater -»» Walter Sande 
Billy Winant Mark Keuning 
Sidney Winant Mike Mazurki 


ee ee 


Terse melodramatic mood and 
good trouping shape “Dark City” 
for an okay run through most sit- 
uations. Turned out in the meller 
style usually used by Hal B. Wallis. 
picture is excellently paced and 
has a cryptic. interesting story that 
| plays well for the meller-action 
audience. 

Picture serves to introduce 
Charlton Heston, from legit, and 
his film debut is impressive. Help- 
ing the celluloid kickoff is a lineup 
of competent performers whe 
make Heston’s camera bow easier. 
With a variety of roles, actor has 
strong possibilities for catching on. 
“Dark City” has him playing a 
sullen gambler, but there is enough 
sympathy attached to the char- 
acter to make it interesting, and 
he does it well. 

The John Meredyth Lucas-Larry 


lan ° . ° . ° 
|for ringing in most of the musical 
| numbers, 


ithat would do credit to Broadway 


Marcus script leans towards psv- 
chosis to make its character tick, 
and William Dieterle’s. direction 
| further emphasizes this factor in 


although not justifying 
the finale that sees a production 


| general 


'garbed to advantage, 


Farley. 


: Stewart | 
makes his petty thief character | 
and Harold Vermilyea | 


femme spots. | 
| Good character bits are contrib- | 


Douglas | 


Also | 


; Screenplay, | 
| George Wells, Sy Gomberg, from story by | 
Jean Innes | : 


Ellen Corby | 


Silvers | 


two top musical stars, Judy Gar- | 


| being staged in a barn by a group 


of impoverished actors. However, 


\that is a critical quibble that audi- | 


ences will overlook because of the 
worth of the song-and- 
dance presentation. 

Miss Garland is not always 
particularly 
in her earlier scenes, nor is her 
physical appearance at its peak 
except in the “Get Happy” num- 
ber. However, she’s a trouper and 
audiences will take to the show- 
manship and vitality she puts into 
her role. Kelly pleases generally 
Miss Garland, even 


derful You” won’t. Bracken and 
Silvers carry off many chuckles 


with their comedy portrayals. Miss | 


De Haven is an eyeful and also 
sells ‘“‘Mem’ry Island.” 
Main is wasted in a short. spot. 
Others are satisfactory. 

Charles Walters’ direction takes 


tion values supplied by Joe Paster- 


inak to put over the entertainment 


aims. Musically, the picture gets 
a strong assist from the musical 
direction of Johnny Green and 
Saul Chaplin. Lensing by -Robert 
Planek is godd, as are the dances 
staged by Nick Castle, the orches- 
tration by Conrad Salinger and 
Skip Martin, and the majority of 
the other technical functions. 
“Summer Stock” is a shade too 
jong at 108 minutes and could 
easily trim some of the earlier 
footage. Brog. 


Waterfront 
(BRITISH) 
London, July 26. 


A GFD release of Paul Soskin produc- 
tion. Stars Robert Newton, Kathleen 
Harrison, Susan Shaw. Directed by 
| Michael Anderson. Screenplay John 


London. Running time, 80 MINS. 

Peter McCabe Robert Newton 
| Mrs. McCabe Kathleen Harrison 
Nora Avis Scott 
Connie errr: Susan Shaw 
George Alexande Robin Netscher 
Ben Satterthwaite . Richard Burton 
Maurice Bruno Kenneth Griffith 
Mrs. Gibson Olive Sloan 
Ship’s Captain James Hayter 


Some of Britain's top talent is 


wasted in this new Paul Soskin 
production. Meandering, inconse- 
quential and casual varn, contrived 
situation and vague direction, add 
up to make this a negative box- 
office proposition. This meller isn’t 
worthy of screentime anywhere in 
America and will not bring credit 
{to the British picture industry if 
shown outside the country. 

Robert Newton, one of England's 
best character actors, plays the 
role of a no-good seaman who 
leaves his wife and two daughters 
for more than 14 years. When he 
| returns, he finds that a son was 
|} added to the family shortly after 
his departure. He is thrown out 
| of the house by his eldest daughter, 
is involved in a drunken brawl, 
_ the throat of a ship’s officer. 
etc. 

Opportunities for dramatic color 
in the dockside settings of Liver- 
| pool are completely thrown away. 
Newton skilfully makes the best 


Marjorie | 


Brophy, Paul Soskin: camera Harry Wax- | 
man; editor, Michael Chorlton. At Odeon, | 


putting the story on the screen. 
Heston, social misfit after an un- 
fortunate romantic experience dur- 
ing the war, has turned to gam- 
bling. He and two associates trim 
Don DeFore in a fixed card game. 
DeFore hangs himself for having 
lost money that was not his. A 
| crazy older brother starts stalking 
the gamblers, intent on giving 
'them the same kind of death suf- 
fered by DeFore. 

With the would be assassin un- 
known, Heston takes off to Los An- 
geles to see DeFore's widow so that 
he may get a clue to the killer's 
| appearance. His fate nearly 
| catches up with him in Las Vegas, 
| but the police step in in time to 
save Heston from being the third 
victim of the crazed killer. 

There’s a two-way romantic an- 
gle in the plot. Lizabeth Scott, 
nitery chirp and in love’ with 
Heston, gives a fine portrayal of 
the character, plus passably sing- 
ing the score’s one new tune, “If 
'I Didn’t Have You,” by Harold 
| Spina and Jack Elliott, as well as 

four oldies, including “That Old 
| Black Magic.” During Heston’s 
| LA sojourn, Miss Scott almost 
loses him to Viveca Lindfors, the 
widow, but finale sees the two get- 
_ting together for a happy erdling. 
| _ Miss Lindfors’ place in the plot 
| doesn’t allow her much footage, 
_but what she contributes has de- 
| cided worth. Dean Jagger regis- 
| ters strongly as a police captain, 
|making it an important spot. De- 
Fore is good in a short role. Others 
} adding to the generally okay storv- 
telling include Jack Webb. Kd 
| Begley, Henry Morgan and Mike 
| Mazurki, the killer who is only a 
| Shadow until the final murder 
| attempt. 

The Franz Waxman music score 
is a bit busy at times in carrying 
out the mood. Low-key lensing by 
| Victor Milner helps melodramatic 
| Intentions, and editing is good. 

Brog. 


| 
| 


The Desert Hawk 


(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Universal release of Leonard Goldstein 
production. Stars Yvonne De arlo, 
Richard Greene; features Jackie Gleason 
Lois Andrews, George Macready, Anne 

| Pearce, Rock Hudson, Carl Esmond.  Di- 
rected by Frederick de Cordova. Screen: 
play, Aubrey Wisberg, Jack Pollexfen, 
Gerald Drayson Adams; camera (Techni- 
color), Russell Metty; editors, Otto Lnd- 
wig, Dan Nathan. Previewed Aug. 3. ‘50. 
Running time, 77 MINS. 
Princess Shaharazade ..Yvonne De Carlo 
| ES ae ¢ ore ee Richard Greene 
Aladdin é, Jackie Gleason 
Prince Murad George Macready 
Captain Ras Roek Nudsen 
Kibar ....-Carl Esmond 
Sinbad Joe Besser 
Yasmin or Anne Pearce 
Samad ....Mare Lawrence 
Maznah Lois Andrews 
... Frank Purtlia 
Lucille Barkley 
seeeees. Donald Randolph 
$ lan MacDonald 
This one is a costumer that 
doesn’t vary from the usual Uni- 
_ versal formula. The standard setup 
of pretty girls, dashing heroes and 
flowing costumes is involved in 4 
romantic fiction tale of derrin’-d0 


localed in Persia 1,000 or more 


| 


|for any season it is sturdy and | 
should enjoy a healthy playoff in| 


of every line, but it’s even too years ago. It is told with plenty of 
much for him. Kathleen Harrison action and with a stress on sight 
never has a chance as his long| appeal that shapes it as satisfac- 
suffering and sympathetic wife. tory for the general run situation. 
_Avis Scott and Susan Shaw ade-| Yvonne De Carlo and Richard 
/quately portray the contrasting Greene dress up their roles, Miss 
| daughters while Robin Netscher,| De Carlo with an ability to wea! 
as the son, provides typical juve | Technicolor and harem garb, a0 
interest, Myro. (Continued on page 9) 
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The Desert Hawk | 
(Continued from page 8) 


Greene with the proper amount of 
dash to make his hero interesting. 
Greene is a blacksmith who, sub- 
rosa, throws aside his anvil to take 
sword in hand to save his people. 
from the oppression of George. 
Macready, playing the cruel Prince 
Murad. 

As the Desert Hawk, Greene 
swashbuckles through the footage. | 
He tricks Miss De Carlo into mar- 
riage as one move to foil Macready, 
and when she is kidnapped by the 
heavy so the latter can: gain the 
support of her father, the Caliph 
of Bagdad, Greene is ready with 
sword and wit to pull off a rescue | 
and win the girl’s heart legiti-' 
mately. 

Frederick de Cordova’s direc- 
tion doesn’t overlook any action 
chances. Nor does he miss any bets 
in having the color cameras of Rus- 
sell Metty display the tinted pag- 
eantry and the beautiful girls with 
which the cast is dressed. Anne 
Pearce, Lois Andrews and Lucille 
Barkley are among the comely 
handmaidens. Assisting Green's 
heroics are Jackie Gleason and Joe 
Besser, as comically intended 
Aladdin and Sinbad, respectively. 
Macready is a hissable heavy, and 
other skullduggery among the 
burning sands is contributed by 
Carl Esmond and Mare Lawrence. 

Production values supplied by 
Leonard Goldstein are beautifully 
framed by the color lensing, and 
other technical strong points in- 
clude the art direction and set 
decorations, editing and back- 
ground score. Brog. 


The Old Frontier 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


release of Melville Tucker 
production, Stars Monte Hale; features 
Paul Hurst. Claudia Barrett, William 
Henry, Tristram Coffin, William Haade, 
Victor Kilian. Directed by Philip Ford. 
Written by Bob Williams; camera, Ellis 





Republic 


W. Carter; editor, Harold Minter. Pre- 
viewed Aug. 1, ’50. Running time 60 
MINS. 

Parnes DOR. . 440% b060085 Monte Hale 
Skipper Horton .,...... ...Paul Hurst 
Betty Ames ....0c¢ per ey Claudia Barrett 
Dr, SOE 6.0 Hacs%ueek William Henry 
SOT WET 66 cddcesekie Tristram Coftin 
Pilla FOWu«? Srecsccies .... William HMaade 
UE MOE + bane bweaces Victor Kilian 
| ES ee eee eee Lane Bradford 
ETC CT Ee Denver Pyle 
Riot: Bemedhesy «ce cccvcses Almira Sessions 
PUR 5 54), untinuandisante Tom London 


Sagebrush heroics of Monte Hale 
are displayed in hit-and-miss style 
in “The Old Frontier.” When on 
the move, it measures up as an 
okay oater for the Saturday mat- 
inee trade, but too often it meand- 
ers along unaer indifferent hand- 


ling. 
Piot is loosely constructed. It 
finds Hale a town marshal whose 


first chore in the new post is run- 
ning down a gang of bank robbers 
and their leader, an attorney who 
directs the skullduggery under a 
mask of respectability. Sidekick- 
ing the hero in the story is Paul | 
Hurst, a misplaced sailor who 
spouts a continual stream of sea- | 
talk in an effort to get comedy into 
the piece. 

Philip Ford’s direction sharpens 
some of the physical action scenes, 
but otherwise lets details slide by. 
An example is the examination of 
a bandit for a chest wound when 
it was very evident he had been 
shot in the back. Tristram Coffin 
is the lawyer-heavy, delivering 
Okay and William Haade makes a 
good impression as a gunman. 
Other casters portray. standard | 
western types. 

Film has been framed with usual 
sagebrush production values, and 
technical assists, including camera 
and editing, are in keeping. Brog. 





County Fair 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Monogram release of Jeffrey Bernerd 
Production. (Walter Mirisch, associate). 
Stars Rory Calhoun, Jane Nigh, Florence | 
Bates; features Warren Douglas, Raymond 
Hatton, Emory Parnell. Directed by Wil- 
liam Beaudine. Screenplay, W. Scott 
Darling; camera (Cinecolor), Gilbert War- | 
renton: editor, Richard Heermance; mu- 
sic, Ozzie Caswell. Previewed Aug. 4, 
"0. Running time, 76 MINS. 


Peter. Brennam ....0s000-. Rory Calhoun 
ROLTTY BOOM osc eis8s0 68 . Jane Nigh 
Ma Ryan oudeeess« Florence Bates 
Tommy Blake .........Warren Douglas 
Sad Sam «se eeeeeees.- Raymond Hatton 
Tim Brennan .......+... Emory Parnell 
Crattan HeCE beteeseres Rory Mallinson 
Auctioneer : +4 BObae eee Harry Chesire 
Racing Secretary ........ Milton Kibbee 


General family trade should take 
to “County Fair.” It is not excit- 
ing entertainment, but does move 
along leisurely and pleasantly in 
telling a story of young love and 
harness racing against a fair- 
grounds setting. For the smaller 
Situations. 

The W. Scott Darling script is in- 
volved with a romance between 
Jane Nigh and Rory Calhoun, and 
an old, wornout trotter that is per- 
mitted to win a sentimental victory 
In a final race with the connivance 
of track stewards and owners. 

Interest isn’t divided by the two | 
motivations, writing and playing 
meshing them neatly. Romance 
portion plays nicely as handled by 
liss Nigh and Calhoun. Florence 
Bates, mother of Miss Nigh, buys) 





‘of the hard-riding, 


‘hance its chances in U. S. ; 
‘other markets. Lack of cast weight 


the wornout nag and tries to race 
him without success until Calhoun, 
a trainer and son of a rich owner, 
fixes a Sunday, non-betting race, 


for the plug. The steed wins and | 


rn amg is happy in a race se- 
quence that has suspen spi 
being fixed. Rees rene 
Shots of trotter tryouts and 
other touches of county fair atmos- 
phere are on the credit side in 
Walter Mirisch’s handling of the 
Jeffrey Bernerd production. Cast 
works ably to put it all over, and 
Cinecolor lensing by Gilbert War- 
renton is good. Music score is just 
S0-so: Brog. 





Vigilante Hideout 

Republic release of Gordon Kay pro- 
duction. Stars Allan “Rocky” Lane: fea- 
tures Eddy Waller, Roy Barcroft, Virginia 
Herrick. Directed by Fred C. Brannon. 
Screenplay, Richard Wormser; camera, 
John MacBurnie; editor, Robert M. Leeds: 
music, Stanley Wilson. Tradeshown, N.Y., 


| Aug. 2, ’50. Running time, 60 MINS. 


| 
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| The Dancing Years 


“The Dancing Years,” Brit- 
ish-made, being tradeshown in 
New York today (Wed.), was 
reviewed in VARIETY from Lon- 
don, April 26, 1950. Based on 
Ivor Novello’s legit musical, 
which had a long run in Lon- 
don, film, according to review- 
er, Myro, looks like a dubi- 
ous” b.o. prospect in the U. S. 
Review also noted pic is easily 
outclassed by a whole string of 
Hollywood musicals. Yarn, 
which deals with a young com- 
poser who rises from the ob- 
scurity of the Vienna woods 
when’ his talent is recognized 
by a leading star, “abounds 





Allan “Rocky” Lane..Allan “Rocky” Lane 


PEO CORER, 0s c.0'c-0-n0 00s Eddy Waller 
Muley >. SPREE ore Roy Barcroft 
Marigae Sanders......... Virginia Herrick 
Howard Sanders........... Cliff Clark 
Pa TD... ck ce cccceas Don Haggerty 
Ral BAPPOWS. «.cécckccos Paul Campbell 
no Guy Teague | 
PY Fictnbk aie 404'bd.c oe w ew wales Art Dillard | 


An unpretentious but neat little 
saddle saga, ‘Vigilante Hideout” 
should do well in action situations 
and on double bills. Another in 
the Allan “Rocky” Lane series, it 
should have a pre-sold .market in 
aficionados of Lane and his stal- 
lion Black Jack. 

What gives ‘Vigilante Hideout” 
more than the usual chase and 
trigger action interest is_ its 
grounding in a believable problem 
of the old west—the search for 
water in dry settlements whose 
progress is being held up by water 


shortage. It also achieves some 
good humorous moments via the 


antics of Eddy Waller, as the well- 
meaning oldtimer who bungles up 
plans in tense spots. He’s cast as 
a whacky inventor, some of whose 
boon-doggling gadgets make sense 
and help foil the lawbreakers. 

Plot hinges on Waller’s attempt 
to find water for the village by 
blasting, while some crooked town- 
folk try to steal the $25,000 fund 
set aside to erect an aqueduct 
when he succeeds. Lane is a range 
detective called in by the old 
character. He nicely fits the ideal 
fast-thinking 
oater hero. 


A soupcon of heart interest is | 


provided by Virginia Herrick, who’s 
wooed by Don Haggerty, a crook 
who uses vigilante justice to cover 
his trail. Roy Barcroft is his heavy 
accomplice. 


| Reginald Wyer, Geoffrey 


There’s a fair quota of fisticuffs | 


and galloping dashes over rough 
terrain, with some wagon-team 
fights and battles over TNT thrown 
in. Lensing is good and editing re- 
sults in a tight hour-long a 
ril. 





Il Mulatto 
(The Mulatto) 
(ITALIAN) 


Locarno, July 15. 

SEFI Film release of Scalera produc- 
tion. Stars Umberto Spadaro, Jole Fier- 
ro, Renato Baldini, Angelo, Mohamed 
A. Huseein. Written and directed by 
Francesco De Robertis; camera. Carlo 
Belliero; music, Annibal  Bizzelli.. At 
Film Festival, Locarno. Running time, 
80 MIN 
Don Genna............ Umberto Spfadaro 
go eee Perret te Jole Fierro 
Matteo Belfiore.........-- Renato Baldini 
Angelo ° Himself 





occupation troops and Italian girls? 
Though film as a whole disap- 


|points, appeal of story and prob- 


than way in 
should en- 
and 


(rather 
resented) 


lem itself 
which it’s 


is another factor in favor of the 
exploitation treatment. 

Story concerns a man who re- 
turns from five years in jail to find 
that the son his wife gave birth to 
before dying during his absence is 
colored. Shocked and ashamed, he 
tries to disown the boy, who’s le- 
gally his son, and struggles a long 


while with his conscience before | 


being won over by the kid’s per- 
sonality. 
uncle shows up with the news that 
the father died in the war and 
wants to take him back to the U. S., 
Matteo, the ex-convict, is reluct- 
antly persuaded that the child will 
be better off in his new home, with 
people of his own race. 


Solution is too pat and treatment | 


generally too superficial, going to 
extremes in both tragedy and light- 
heartedness, yet pic has its cour- 
ageous moments. 

Umberto Spadaro is best in a 
fairly convincing cast which in- 
cludes Renato Baldini as Matteo, 
and Angelo, a colored boy discov- 
ered in circumstances similar to 
those in pic, as himself. Jole Fierro 
lends her striking looks and prom- 
ising talent to an ungrateful part. 
Film has been nicely lensed in 
Naples and nearby islands and 
boasts excellent sound-recording. 


Hawk. ,to the man. They believe that | the prostitute. 


« 


| 


When the boy’s Negro. principal characterization. 


with sweet, sugary situations.” 
“Direction and editing lack 
pace,” review added. 

Filmed in Technicolor, pic, 








which stars Dennis Price and 
Gisele Preville, is being re- 
leased in the U. S. by Mono- 
gram. 

Trio 

(BRITISH) 

London, Aug. 1. 

GFD release of Syvdney Box-Gainsbor- 


ough production. Stars Anne Crawford, 
Roland Culver, Kathleen Harrison, James 
Hayter, Nigel Patrick, Michael Rennie, 
Jean Simmons, Naunton Wayne. ‘“Sana- 
torium” directed by Harold Franch. ‘rhe 
Verger” and “Mr. Knowall” directed by 
Ken Annakin. Original stories by W. 
Somerset Maugham. Screenplay, Maugham, 
R. C. Sherriff, Noel Langley; camera, 
Unsworth; ed- 
itor, Alfred Roome. At Odeon, London, 
Running time, 91 MINS. 


The Verger 


short-lived happiness is worth the 
risk and marry. 

The three subjects have been 
produced with a slickness well 
above normal British standards. 
The first two, directed by Ken 
Annakin, are given bright treat- 
ment. The longer piece, megged 
by Harold French, strfkes a happy 
note between’ sentiment = and 
laughter. 

Picture boasts. a_ star-studded 
cast, even the smallest parts be- 
ing played by name artists. In 
“The Verger,” James Hayter is 
warm and colorful in the title role 
and Kathleen Harrison is typically 
cast as the widow he marries and 
|to whom he brings happiness and 
tortune. There is a fine cameo 
also from Felix Aylmer as the 
| bank manager, and a brief gem 
from Eliot Makeham as the sexton. 
| Patrick dominates “Mr. Know- 
all” as the bumptious and con- 
ceited Kelada. Naunton Wayne 
jand Wilfred Hyde-White are mag- 
nificently cast as a pair of civil 
servants and Anne Crawford gives 
a pert study as the wife of the 
| former. 





nie have the romantic leads in 
“Sanatorium,” playing their roles 
with distinctive charm. Roland 
Culver does well as the novelist 


‘and Raymond Huntley effectively 


Albert Foreman...... James Hayter | 
Emma Foreman....... Kathleen Harrison 
Bank Manager............ Felix Aylmer 
ee re Lana Morris | 
[2 2 eee Michael Hordern 
oC rer ree Tree ee Glyn Houston 
oo. . 2 ere . Eliot Makeham 


First Church Warden ... 
Mr. Knowall 


Mrs. Ramsay........ . Anne Crawford 


Henry Edwards | 


suggests the embittered TB vic- 
tim. John Laurie and _ Finlay 
Currie excel as the fighting Scots- 
men. 

Production values are good. 
Camera work at all times is com- 
petent while editing is precise. 

Myro. 


Gunslingers 


Monogram release of Wallace Fox pro- 
duction. Stars Whip Wilson; features 
Andy Clyde. Directed by Fox. Original 
screenplay, Adele Buffington; camera, 


| Harry Neumann; music, Edward Kay. At 


MIE 22 a oa ebs wees HES Nigel Patrick | 
ee ee Naunton Wayne 
RTS ee Wilfred Hyde-White 


> Clive Morton 
. Bill Linden Travers 
Dennis Harkin 


Ship’s Captain.... 
Fellowes piel e 
Captain’s Steward........ 


See GE 66-4 050s Bho ban Michael Medwin 
Sanatorium 
oo ge eee Jean Simmons 
Major Templeton......... Michael Rennie 
Mr. Ashenden.......... Roland Culver 
| Ps, SO .svens ese Raymond Huntley 
ECS. COBGISP «6.064060 000. Betty Ann Davies 
eee Shi wse .Andre Morell 
ee eee John Laurie 


Me. BENGE. cccsccoccces Finlay Currie 


The suecess of “Quartet,” in 
which four unrelated Somerset 
Maugham short stories were 
strung together in a single picture, 
encouraged the producers to re- 
peat the formula. And experiment 
looks to have succeeded for the 
second time. “Trio,’’ which is a 
co-production venture by the Rank 
Organization and Paramount, is 
entitled to score as heavily as its 
predecessor. It’s a sophisticated 
treat which should make big 
money with better class audiences. 


Format of “Trio” follows closely 
that used in “Quartet.” The only 
connecting link between the three 
‘yarns is a pithy Maugham fore- 
word. Each story retains a distine- 
‘tive character. But they all bear 
_the author’s hallmark of polished 
writing and expert story-telling. 


‘The first two vignettes, “The Ver- | 


ger” and “Mr. Knowall,”  be- 
|tween them, occupy roughly half 
the screen time. They are both in 
a light vein. “Sanatorium,” which 


|deals with the treatment of tuber- | 
Pic presents one of the problems | 
of postwar Italy: what is to become 
of the many children born of Negro | 


culosis, is based on the author’s 
personal experience. 


“The Verger” story is fairly 
' well known, but the neat Maugham 
twist loses nothing by age. It re- 
lates the adventures of a verger 
who is fired from an _ exclusive 
London church because he is 
‘neither able to read nor write. He 
‘turns his hand to business, and be- 
comes a prosperous tobacconist. 
_The fade-out shows him discussing 
investments with his bank mana- 
ger. 
illiteracy, he is asked how far 
could he have gone had he been 
able to read and write. He an- 
/swers: “If I could read and write, 
I'd have been a verger.” 


The success of “Mr. Knowall” 
depends almost entirely on the 


Patrick plays the type of obnoxi- 


ous traveller everyone endeavors | 
He re- | 


to avoid on a boat trip. 
‘fuses to accept a snub, throws his 
| weight around in every 
able way, but loses face by an act 
/of gallantry. 

The sanatorium of the third epi- 
sode, .n the North of Scotland, 
shows two gossiping old spinsters, 
two Scotsmen, who are superfici- 
|ally bitter enemies; and a man 
who is convinced he is to die and 


There is also the attractive young 
Jean Simmons, who has _ spent 
eight years in and out of different 
hospitals. Into this setup, a novel- 
ist with a rep as a rake are intro- 
duced. He and the girl fall in 
love, but are advised by the 
/medico that marriage would be 
|dangerous for the girl and fatal 





| Brad Brasser... 


When he has to reveal his | 


Nigel | 


conceiv- | 


resents his wife’s good health. | 


New York theatre, N. Y., dual, week of 


Aug. 1, ’50. Running time, 55 MINS. 
aaa an eee re Whip Wilson 
0 ee reer ery ce Andy Clyde 
iC)" Pees ee ... Reno Browne 
Rawhide Rose.... ... Sarah Padden 
Ace Larabee... .ccccescvcces Bill Kennedy , 







e* Dennis Moore 
...George Chesebro 


Jeff Nugent... 
Steve Clark 


Lou Cramer.... 


CS rere reece Frank McCarroll 
a, SR Were . Carol Henry 
PGR. 66s 0s o'de Bs 08 .. George De Normand 
PROISEOR 0... cane ee obese 6o4ee 0% Hank Bell 
"Time Cranial... .cnscicccsecee Riley Hill 
PEE oc ce cccccoseeee eeeees Carl Mathews 
SN ss nes bn oaeeteereheets Reed Howes | 


“Gunslingers” is a conventional 


oater that won't stir up much dust | 
Whip Wilson 
starred, the picture rates as a fair | 


at the boo. With 
filler for action situations and the 


Saturuay matinee trade. But, for 


the most part, its indifferent fare | 
forget soon | 


which filmgoers will 
after leaving the theatre. 

Adele Buffington’s yarn hinges 
on the old one about a railroad 
about to be built through a fron- 
tier town. Of course, an outlaw 
gang has advance info on the com- 
ing of the iron horse and they at- 
tempt to seize lands of several 


ranchers by all sorts of chican-| 


ery. Their dirty work is exposed 
‘when the law triumphs at the 
finale. 

Performances, save for a couple 
_of exceptions, are rather listless. 
Wilson is so-so as the hero. Andy 
Clyde provides routine comedy re- 
lief, and Reno Browne, as a femme 
telegrapher, does a_ standard 
thesping job. Wallace Fox’s direc- 
tion is paced slowly and his pro- 


| budget. Harry Neumann’s camera- 
work is good. Gilb. 


Au P’tit Zouave 
(The Little Zouave) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, July 20. 
UFPC release of Codo roduction. 
Screenplay, Pierre Laroche; directed by 
| Gilles Grangier. Stars Francois Perier, 
Dany Robin. Camera, Marcel Grignol; 
| editor, Pierre Delannoy. At Normandie, 


Paris. Running time, 104 MINS. 

De . cncdieen 2 pete vas een Francois Perier 
| ERBIOOD. cr cccrcrcecvscccsss+ gee Rome 

OBA ....-2-tecccccceccescses. Mame Deoems 


| Frederique........-..-...Annette Poivre 
| Patvedt. «.6.c- REKEeEERS WORT Robert Dalban 
| VemGer ...cccce ers See Yves Deniaud 





| “Au P'’tit Zouave” is the name 


of a cafe which serves as the set- | 


ting for this Gallic “slice of life” 
| pic. Film borrows complications of 
pre-war classics, but emerges as 
an unconvincing outline of them. 
Possibly good pruning of this look- 
see at Gallic lower class life would 
| give it a chance in some U. S. sure- 
seater situations. 

Starts out well by introducing 
| usual cross-section of habituees at 
a cafe. There is the garrulous fruit 
vender, the old lecher, the respect- 
ful prostitute, the blase barman, 
and the frowzy barmaid. Into this 
atmosphere comes the well dressed 
stranger to disrupt al! these lives. 


Pic’s main fault is its uncon- 
vincing characterizations of the 
leads. The camera rarely gets out 
| of the bar and leads to many static, 
| talky scenes. Francois Perier does 
| well in his role of the killer. Dany 

Robin is appealing as the romantic 
secretary. Marie Deams scores as 
Mosk. 


“ 


Jean Simmons and Michael Ren- | 


' duction values reflect the modest) 


' 
Mask of Korea 

Ellis Films release of Jean Delannoy 
| Production. Stars Erich Von Stroheim, 
| Sessue Hayakawa, Mireille Balin. Directed 
| by John Rossi. Adapted by Roger Vitrac 
| from story by Maurice Dekobra. At Rial- 
j}to, N. Y.- starting Aug. 3, °50. Running 
| time, 61 MINS. 


| Werner Krall........Erich Von Stroheim 


Bo By eee Sessue Hayakawa 
, SS aaare seeeess.++ Mireille Balin 
| Peter Malone....... eenk ex Roland Toutain 
Co eer bee eaes .. Louise Carletti 

Almeido..... yey TT TTT Henry Guisol 
| COMER, iv0es @......++..- George Lannes 

Steward...... 90060066000 ORES  GROnmee 


“Mask of Korea” is an obvious 
attempt to cash in on the current 
| interest in the Korean fighting. 
But it has nothing to do with cur- 
rent developments in Korea. Lo- 
| cale could have been any Oriental 
city. Picture was made a number of 
years ago in France. Voices of sev- 
eral key players have been dubbed 
|in, sometimes faultily. Despite the 
' many flaws it comes off well for an 
oldie. But even where the Korean 
angle is plugged, pic does not look 
strong. Title of film was changed 
this week to “Gambling Hell” but 
| rounding out run here with present 
| tag. 

Just how much the film is dated 
can be gleaned from the thespian 
| efforts of Erich Von Stroheim and 

Sessue Hayakawa. Von Stroheim 

rather obviously has had many im- 
| portant roles in American and 

French pictures that were much 

more flattering to his acting tal- 

ents, among these his latest Ameri- 
can picture, “Sunset Boulevard.” 
Plot concerns the operations of 

Von Stroheim as a gun-runner, his 
| latest deal being to supply about 
$250,000 worth of guns and muni- 
| tions to a revolutionary force that 

is overrunning what purports to 
|} be Korea. His sly affair with a 
French beaut, Mireille Balin, oc- 
cupies some of the footage. Haya- 
kawa is a suave gambling-house op- 
erator and overlord of the Oriental 
port metropolis. Scripters would 
have one believe that his extensive 
operations and double-dealing in 
his gambling establishment have 
been kept secret from his daughter. 

There is a newspaperman, Ro- 
land Toutain, who talks with a 
British accent. He is brought in 
for a romantic affair with the 
daughter, Louise Carletti. Also to 
| produce a siam-bang gunfight to 
a fairly loud climax. 

Direction, acting and camera 
work are not so bad considering 
the age of the picture. Wear. 


Faits Divers: A Paris 
(Various Faets About Paris) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, July 20. 
release and production. 
Screenplay, Edward Chantier; directed 
by Dimitri Kirsonoff. Features Roger 
Legris, Denise Fontaine, Olivier Funois, 
| Florencie. Camera, Kirsonoff; editor 
Monique Kirsonoff. At Cine-Opera, Paris. 
| Running time, 82 MINS. 


Pantheon 


eer ere ee Denise Fontaine 
Bo 7 teres reer’ Roger Legris 
Ba Pe eee be b0na8 Olivier Funois 
ey deere ere Per re . Florencie 
PORTICO . 2s 8 0s 0d. B00 Marguerite Contiant 





Kirsonoff is known only in arty 
film eircles for some interesting 
'modernistic films made in silent 
‘days. This is his first talkie and 
|'creaks with outmoded silent tech- 
| niques. It recounts the tale of a 
| country girl who leaves her first 
| love to go to the big city, and her 
| eventual disillusionment and fall. 
_Lack of action and slow tempo 
_make it doubtful for U. S. market. 
| Story is a series of incidents 
‘rather than a connected’ yarn. 
| Denise Fontaine lends an inter- 
esting face as the unhappy heroine, 
and Roger Legris turns in an un- 
| usual performance as the strange 
| Guillame. Mosk. 


100% Conversion 


Continued from page 5 


Paramount with about £ 1,000,000 
($2,800,000). All the others com- 
|bined had another £1,000,000 and 
|a number actually used up even 
more than they had frozen, having 
| made commitments against future 
| earnings. 

| Large amounts of coin which 
|the companies can use up under 
| the list of 27 uses is evidenced by 
\their expenditures for print-mak- 
\ing alone. About $2,000,000 was 
‘spent for that purpose during the 
|past year, prints being processed 
|in Britain for use in most of the 
| world outside the American con- 
| tinent. 

| Further limbering the thawing 
| potential was an additional use per- 
|mitted under the new pact. That 
allows conversion of pounds into 
the coin of other soft currency 














‘countries. It is not certain, how- 
ever, how widely this provision will 
be used, inasmuch as_ previous 


channels for  unfreezing have 
/proved so useful. Soft-currency 
| conversion would entail difficult 
| Negotiations to set up deals in 
other countries and then require 
official okay of both governments 
involved. 
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BROKEN 
ARROW 


TECHNICOLOR 
Broken Records every- 
where! Your Big Box- 
office break - through! 
James Stewart, Jeff 


Chandler, Debra Paget! 


THE BLACK : 
ROSE | 


TECHNICOLOR 
The $500,000 campaign 
makes it your Labor 
Day date! Tyrone 
Power, Orson Welles, 
and Cecile Aubry! 

































consistently 
led the field in 
the quality of 
its films... by 
verdict of the 
boxoffice.” 


— Time Magazine 











TECHNICOLOR 
Arthur Godfrey says, 
“The 1950 musical with 


heart!” Starring Betty 
Grable! Dan Dailey! 










STELLA 


A sensation in the mid- 
west! Victor Mature 
takes Ann Sheridan! 
With David Wayne! 





eae 


















CARIBOO 
TRAIL 


CINECOLOR 
It’s paved with gold! 
Starring Randolph 
Scott, George “Gabby” 
Hayes and Victor Jory! 












Elia Kazan creates the 
excitement of the year! 
Starring Richard Wid- 
mark, Paul Douglas, 
Barbara Bel Geddes! 
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PICTURE 


wateh 
fOreee 


One ape a pic- 
ture! One sake a3 
cast! Burt. Lancaster, 
Dorothy McGuire and 
Edmund Gwenn! 


FIREBALL 


The First drama of the 
Roller Spéedways—the 
world’s most danger- 
ous sport! Mickey 
Rooney, Pat O’Brien. 


ABOUT EVE 


All about the Sexes— 
and why there are Two! 
Bette Davis, Anne Bax- 
ter, George Sanders, 
Celeste Holm, Gary 
Merrill, Hugh Mar- 
lowe. 


TWO FLAGS 
WEST 


Unfurling the banner 
of high adventure! 
Joseph Cotten! Linda 
Darnell! Jeff Chandler! 
Cornel Wilde! 


7 

ILL GET BY 

TECHNICOLOR 

Dances by Haver; Love 
by Lundigan; Kisses by 
de Haven; Songs by 
Day; Trumpet by 
James, Get it! 


AMERICAN 
GUERRILLA 


IN THE PHILLIPINES 
TECHNICOLOR 
The Timeliest picture 
of the year! Tyrone 
Power and Micheline 
Prelle — find romance 

and great adventure. 


SAKE 


That BELVEDERE 
Man does it again—for 
your sake! Clifton 
Webb, the Joan’s Ben- 
nett and Blondell, 
Robert Cummings! 


(Tentative Title) 
The first picture star- 
ring Lee J. Cobb fol- 
lowing his sensational 
“Death of a Salesman” 
B’way stage triumph! 





ee oe 
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LA. Spotty; Story Upped by ‘Manila’ 
To Good $27,500, ‘Duchess’ Pert 276, 





‘Admiral Dim 176, Flame’ 16146, 3d 





Los Angeles, Aug. 8 +* 
First-run pace this frame is very | 


spotty. Of the new bills, “Under- 
world Story,” supported by “Atroc- 
ities of Manila,” is taking a sur- 
prisingly good $27,500 in two the- 
atres. “Duchess of Idado” 


with smaller seating capacity. 

Third new bill, “Admiral Was 
Lady.” looks slim $17,000 in three 
locations. 

Holdovers are doing nicely. 
“Three Little Words” continues 
smooth $20,000 in third frame, two 
sites. Five-day third session of 
“Flame and Arrow” looms okay 
$16,500 in three spots. Biz is slim 
elsewhere, with “Stella” down to 
thin $15,000 in second (5-day) week 
for five situations. 

Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) 
2.048: 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Stella” (20th) and “Jungle Stam- 
pede” (Rep) (2d wk-5 days). Thin 
$15,000. Last week, $27,900. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1)— 


“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (3d wk). | 


Okay $16,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
$28,200. 

Loew's State, Egyptian (UA) 
(2.404: 1,538; 60-$1)—“Three Little 
Words” (M-G) and “Trial Without 
Jury” (Rep) (Loew’s only) (3d wk). 
Neat $20,000. Last week, $25,400. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890; 2,812; 50-$1) — “Underworld 
Story” (UA) and 
Manila” (Indie). 
Last week, 
(Col) and “On Isle Samoa” (Col) 
(2d wk), $22,500. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts, Manchester (F&M) (3,398; 
1.451: 1,668; 40-$1)—“‘Admiral Was 


Lady” (UA) and “Laughing Lady” | 


(Indie). Slim $17,000. Last week, 


also | 
shapes nice $27,000 in two houses | 


; 
; 





Broadway Grosses | 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week........ $576,000 | 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year.. ..$716,900 | 


(Based on 18 theatres.) 











‘Words’ Smooth 


} 
} 
| 


tle Words” 
among 


(2,097; | week. It is sock enough at Loew’s 


“Atrocities of | 
Good $27,500. | 
“711 Ocean Drive” | 


$25,000, St. Louis 


St. Louis, Aug. 8. 

Helped by sock bally, “Three Lit- | 
is easily out in front} 
ace first-runs here this | 
to hold a second round. “The| 
Torch” with stageshow looks av-| 
erage at the St. Louis. “Pretty | 
Baby” is only fairly good at the} 
huge Fox. Swell weather hypoed | 
biz a bit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60)—‘Pretty 
Baby” (WB) and “Return Frontiers- 
man” (WB). Fairly good $14,000 
or near. Last week, “Peggy” (U) | 
and “Kill Umpire” (Col), $13,000. | 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 530-75) — 
“Three Little Words” (M-G). Socko | 
$25,000. Last week, “Good Humor | 
Man” (Col) and ‘“‘Convicted” (Col), | 


$14.000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 60) — 
“Stella” (20th) and “Flame and 
Arrow” (WB). Okay $12,000 or 


over. Last week, “Flame and Ar- 
row” (WB) and “Foreign Legion” 
(U), $10,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4.000; 60) — 
“The Torch” (EL) and stageshow. 
Average $13,000. Last week, “Stel- 
la” (20th) and “Love That Brute” 





| Still hefty 


“Lawless” (Par) and “Shot Billy (20th), $10.500. 





Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) | 5 
(2210; 1406: B0$1)— "Duchess | ‘Treasure’ Standout In 
Idaho” (M-G) and “Jiggs, Maggie | ‘ 
Out West” (Mono) (Orpheum only). Omaha Terrif $10 000 
Nice $27,000. Last week, “Mystery | ? ’ 
Omaha, Aug. 8. 
After trailing for weeks, 


Street” (M-G) and “Skipper Sur- | 

prised Wife” (M-G) (2d wk-9 days), | 

$16,000. ‘ Brandeis took over leadership here 
United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- this week with a sensational $10,- 

dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; | 000 for “Treasure Island.” 

1,370; 885; 1,145; 60-$1)—‘“In For- | enough, most of the 

eign Legion” (U) and “Hi-Jacked” | adults. “Crisis” at 

(Lippert) (2d wk-5 days). Slow | looms good but elsewhere trade is 

$11.000. Last week, $22,400. |in doldrums. An exception is the 
Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1) — “Annie Get Your 


patrons were 


oa where 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (6th |Gum” may go into a fourth week. 
wk). Fair $2,000. Last week, $2,600. Estimates for This Week 

28 ) «679: Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 

“ne Arts, Guild (FWC) (679; «Treasure Island” (RKO). Smash 
968; 60-$1)—“Rocking Horse Win- | ¢199000, and probable holdover. 
ner” 4U) (2d wk). Slight $2,000.| Last week, “Bright Leaf” (WB). 
Last week, $3,100.: not so good $6,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—“Crisis” (M-G). Lively $11,- 


‘Words’ Hefty 206, Prov.; 000, Last week, “Caged” (WB), 


Omaha ‘Tristates) (2,100: 16-65) 


‘Streets’ No Panic At '— “Return Frontiersman” 





aa” an a (WB) 
9G, ‘Treasure’ 12G, 2d Okay $8,000. “Last week, “Win: 


chester '73” (U) (m.o.) and “Harbor 
Providence, Aug. 8. Missing Men” (Rep), oke $8,000, 
Loew’s State is really riding Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
high this week with “Three Little | 65)— ‘Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and 
Words.” Also big and a second, “Motor Patrol” (Lip). _Passable 
week holdover is RKO Albee’s | $10,500. Last week, “Comanche 
“Treasure Island.” Metropolitan’s | Territory” (U) and “Father Makes 
“Panic in Streets” rates better | Good” (Mono), $11,000. 
than usual biz. Majestic’s “50 Years | ,, State (Goldberg) (865; 20-80) — 
Before Your Eyes” looms light. | Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Cool. damp weekend helped most | Still good at $4,000. Last week, 
spots. $8,500. 


Kid” (Lip), $20,600. 
| “Flame 
}mount and “Three Little Words’ 
|at the Midland, both okay. 
temperatures, | 


the | 
65) 
| “Kill or Be Killed” (EL). Average 
Oddly | $3,500. Last week, “Quiet on West- | 


|ern Front” (Indie) and “Bayonet | 
Paramount | 





‘Street’ Stout $12,000, 
Toronto; ‘Annie’ 16G, 2d 


Toronto, Aug. 8. 

Although heat and holiday exo- 
dus is denting biz, “Annie Get 
Your Gun” is still pacing the town 
on second stanza at Loew’s. “Blos- 
soms in Dust,” on reissue, im third 
frame at Odeon is about same as 
second. Gross topper among new 
pix is “Panie in Streets,” trim at 
Imperial. 

Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 694; 
33-57) — “Lancer Spy” (20th) and 
“Tonight We Raid Calais” (20th) 
(reissues). Big $14,000. Last week, 
“Return, Frontiersman” (WB) and 
“This Side of Law” (WB), $12,000. 


Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; 
1,140; 38-67) — “Small Backroom” 
'(EL). Okay $7,500. Last week, 


“Four Men and a Prayer” (20th) 
and “Stanley and _ Livingstone” 


(20th) (reissues), $6,000. 


Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59) — 
“Panic in Streets” (20th). Neat 
$12,000. Last week, “Wagon 


Master” (RKO), $10,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67) — 
“Annie Get Gun” ‘(M-G) (2d wk). 
$16,000 after last 


(FP) 


week’s $18,000. 
Nortown, University 





| 
| 
| 


(959; | 


1,556; 38-67) — “Courtneys” (EL). | 


Nice $8,000. “Bright Leaf’? (WB) 
(2d wk), $7,000. 

Odeon (Rank):(2,390; 48-$1.15)— 
“Blossoms in Dust” (M-G) (reissue) 
(3d wk). No sign of falling off, with 
$12,000. this week after 
week’s $12,500. 


| especially 


i'the fourth 
last | 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67)—“Our | 


Very Own” (RKO). 
$7,500. Last week, 
walk Ends” (20th) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 42-75) — 
“In Foreign Legion” (U). Nice 


Satisfactory 


$7,500. Last week, “Crisis” (M-G), | 


$5,000. 


‘Treasure Fancy 


$13,000 Tops K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 8. 





Entries are moderate this week | 


in the main although “Treasure Is- 
land” at Missouri is strong, and 
may hold. Holdovers 
and Arrow” at the Para- 


After 
slight rise in 
weather has become mild again. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
“Port of New York” (EL) and 





“Where Side- | 


Det. Spotty; ‘Treasure’ Good $30,000, 
‘Widow Slow IG, Furies Fine 186 


” Detroit, Aug. 8. 


“Treasure Island,” which may 
hit a good $30,000 at the Fox, and 
“The Furies,” which is shaping a 
nifty $18,000 at the Palms, are 
easily the leaders this week. Others 
are fair to poor with “Flame and 
Arrow” sinking to a routine $16,- 
000 in the second week at the 
Michigan afters great $27,000 first 
stanza. “Young Widow” looks slow 
$7,000 at the Madison. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Treasure Island” (RKO). Good 
| $30,000. Last week, “Stella” (20th) 
|and “Destination Murder” (RKO), 


é 3 | 
Treasure Wham | O Miichigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


$14,000, Mpls. Ace 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week....... $2,372,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 203 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,667,000 
(Based on 24 cities and 194 
theatres. ) 











———- 





and “50 Years Before Eyes” (WB) 
(2d wk). Oke $16,000. Last week, 
smash $27,000 with SRO sign out 

after Burt Lancaster’s personal. 
: : | Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—‘“The 
' jeg Aug. 8. Furies” (Par). Fine $18,000. Last 
-areasure {sand and “Plame and | WPt¥yq Winchester 73" (U) (2d WE, 

” . “et . ' 0 . 

Arrow, eg Fagen are jcBister- | United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70-95) 
ing a gain Sy at “Teac An. | ay, Going My Way” (Par) (reissue). 
other newcomer garnering much saga ar ot 5 siz” Lonely 
praise is The Winslow Boy.” It's| Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
cane amr es |— “Young Widow” (UA) and 
Winchester °73,” continuing an-| «strange Woman” (UA). Slow $7.- 


other seven days at the sure-seater “Rare yo 
* " 4 : ) B é ° 4 
| Pix after a fortnight at larger res} na “Sanne yt se ar —— 
houses. ee | (Mono) (2d wk), $7,000. 
Estimates for This Week | Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) —| “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) ‘6th wk). 
“Stars in My Crown” (M-G) (2d) Down to $6,000 in final round. Last 
wk). Still healthy at $4,500 after! week, nice $8,000. 
hefty $7,200 first frame. | Downtown (Balaban) ‘2,900; 70- 
|. yrie (Par) (1,000;. 50-70) —/95)—“Quiet on Western Front” 
Night and City” (20th) (m.o.).| (Indie) and “Nightmare” ‘Indie) 
Here after profitable State first | (reissues) (2d wk). Poor $4.000. 


| “Kid From Texas” (U), neat $5,300. | 


week. Fair $4,500. Last 


week. | Last week, $5,500. 





Radio City ‘Par) (4,000: 50-70)— | 


“Flame and Arrow” (WB). Good} . . 
$14,000. ae week, “Annie Get | Frisco In Doldrums But 
Gun” (M-G) (2d wk), moderate 
! , roe by ‘ ’ 
$9,800 after big $15,800 initial So Young’ Not So Bad 
| RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 35- é ? 
70) — “Treasure Island” (RKO). $12,000; Stella NG 14G 
Aches from gigantic —— San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Se ee Summer doldrums are taking a 


include | 





tomers’ bouquets. During engage- | 


| ment doors open at 9:30 a.m., two 
| hours earlier than usual and chil- 


dren’s admissions are bousted from 
15 to 25c. Great $14,000 or over 


| looms. Last week, ‘‘Caged’”’ (WB), 


| 


Charge” Indie) (reissues), pleas- | 


ing $4,500. 


(Indie). 
| $2,500. Last week, “Tight Little Is- 


\land” (U) (7th wk), $1,500. 


| Midland (Loew's) (3.500; 45-65)— 
| “Three Little Words” (M-G) and 
'“Beware of Blondie’ (Col) 
'wk). Continues at nifty $12,000. 
Last week, smash $22,000. 
| Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 
| ‘Treasure Island” (RKO) and 
_“Bunco Squad” (RKO). House cele- 
| brating anni week, fat $13,000, and 
may hold. Last week, “Jackie Rob- 
inson Story” (EL) and “Armored 
, Car Robbery” (RKO), $9,500. 
Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
45-65)—"‘Fl4me and Arrow” (WB) 
(2d wk). So-so $7,500, Last week, 
| with one-day personal appearance 
'of Burt Lancaster, good $11,000. 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway ‘(Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
—‘Cactus Creek” (U) and “One 
Way Street” (U). Average $13,000. 
Last week, “Where Sidewalk Ends” 





Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) 
“Treasure 


Rich $12,000 after terrific $17,500 
opener, 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“50 Years Before Eyes” (WB) and 
“Great Jewel Robber” (WB). Very 
disappointing $5,000, sad takings. 
Last week, “Where Sidewalk Ends” 
(20th) and “Rock Island Trail’ 


(Rep), neat $15,000. nip and tuck for downtown lead 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- | this session and giving a boost to 
65'\—“Panic In Streets” (20th) and | the overall count. Both are strong. 
“Music In Moonlight” (Rep). Just | Other fresh starters are “In Lonely 
nice $9,000. Last week, “Cactus! Place,” in moderate gait, and 
Creek” (U) and “Kill or be Killed” | “Great Jewel Robber,” on fairish 
(EL), so-so $5,600. ‘Side. “Father of Bride” is still 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) —_ frisky in its third heat. 
“Three Little Words” (M-G). Quick Estimates for This Week 
turnover promising hot $20,000. Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
Last week, “Crisis” (M-G) and “On | “Treasure Island” (RKO). Bright 
Isle of Samoa” (Col), slow $11,000. | $15,000. Supported by widespread 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) | Treasure Hunt contest linked with 
—"Convicted” (Col). Opened Mon- | local daily and 11 retail firms. Last 
day (7). Last week, “Going My week, “Crisis” (M-G), $9,500. 
Way” (Par) (reissue), very disap- Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
pointing $5,000. | 73)—“Broken Arrow” (20th). Big 


ee Cincinnati, Aug. 8. 
Two spicy new bills, “Treasure 





island” (RKO) “1 ‘T "RD; 1K) 
careasre, isan eso) 4) Treasure Rich $15,000, 


|Island” and “Broken Arrow,” are | 


| (20th), nice $15,000. 


‘Arrow Same, 


Cincy Leaders; ‘Lonely’ Fair $10,000 


| $15,000. Holds. Last week, “Panic | date with Orpheum. Okay $4,000 


in Streets” (20th), lean $7,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Father of Bride” ‘(M-G) (3d wk). 


session. 
75)—"“Great Jewel Robber” (WB) 


Fairish $5,500. Last week, “‘Shad- 


4 ow on Wall” (M-G), $5,000. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 55-75)—“711 
/Ocean Drive” ‘Col) (m.o.). Oke 
| $5,000. Last week, “Flame and 
'Arrow” (WB) (m.0.), good $6,000. 


| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)—“In 

| Lonely Place” ‘Col). 
Last week, 

} (Col), $12,000. 





“Fil Ocean Drive” 


'“Johnny Holiday” (UA). 


| 


Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— |} 
“Passport Pimlico” (EL) and “Prel- | 
‘ude to Korea” 


Moderate | 





| 


Hotsy $8,500 after $12,000 second | 


Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55-|‘Capt. Blood” (Rep), also Oriental. 
and “50 Years Before Eyes” (WB). Sidewalk Ends” (20th) and “Young 


| 


| 


(2q | $1,500 in 5 days. 


‘Duchess’ Hotsy $16,000, 


| puny $7,500. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70)— 


“Johnny One-Eye” (UA) and 
“Rookie Fireman” (RKO). Poor 
$5,000. Last week, “One Way | 


Street” (U) and “I Was a Shop- 

lifter’ (U), same. 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) 
Well re-' 


ceived, but slow $7,000 appears all. 
Last week, “Night and City” (20th), | 
$11,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85) —_ 
“Winslow Boy” (EL). Good $3,000. | 
Last week, “Quiet on Western 
Front” (Indie) (reissue) (2d wk), | 


| 





“Love That 


heavy toll this week at firstruns. 
Despite this, “So Young, So Bad” 
is rated good at Golden Gate while 
“In Foreign Legion” shapes pleas- 
ing at Orpheum. Also second weeks 
of “Three Little Words” at War- 
field and “Flame and Arrow” at 
Paramount continue nicely, espe- 
cially the former. “Iroquois Trail” 
looms mild at United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85)—"So Young, So Bad” (UA), 
Good $12,000. Last week, “A Mod- 
ern Marriage” (Mono) and “Triple 
Trouble” (Mono) a thin $10,000. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 
“Stella” (20th) and ‘“‘The Avengers” 
(Rep). Light $14,000. Last week, 
Brute” (20th) and 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th), 
Okay $15,500. 
Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) 


| —'Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d 


Port.; ‘Lonely’ Oke 116 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 8. | 

Biz is picking up in downtown 
houses this week. with “‘Duchess of 
Idaho” at Broadway looking bes | 
with sock session. “In A Lonely | 
Place” shapes okay in two spots. | 
“Annie” is packing in customers | 


for a second week at United! 
Artists. { 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 50-!| 


85)—“‘Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and 
“Shadow On Walk” (M-G). Torrid | 
$16,000 or near. Last week, “Win- 
chester °73” (U) and “federal 
Agent” (Rep) (2d wk), $10,000. 
Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85) 
— “Return Frontiersman” (WB) 
and “Square Dance Jubilee” 
(Indie). Slim $3,300. Last week, 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) and “Boy 
Indiana” (EL) (m.o.), $6,200. 
Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 
85)—“In Lonely Place” (Col) and 
“Fortunes Capt. Blood” (Rep), day- 


or close. Last week, “The Furies” 
‘Par) and “Love That Brute” 
(20th), $4,000. 


Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 
85)—“In Lonely Place” (Col) and 
Oke $7,000. Last week, “Where 
Daniel Boone” (Mono), $6,800. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
50-85)—"“Stella” (20th) and “Mys- 
tery at Burlesk” (Indie). Modest 
$6,500 or better. Last week, “The 
Furies” (Par) and “Love That! 
Brute” (20th), $7,100. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 50- | 





Fair $10,000. | 85)—“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Big $9,000 or near. Last week, | 


* | smash $13,500, 


| wk). 


Still big at $20,000. Last 
week, sock $25,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) and 
“Destination Big House” (Rep) (2d 


wk). Nice $14,500. Last week, big 


| $20,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“The Men” (UA) (2d wk). Down to 
$8,000. Last week, fair $12,500. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (4,448; 55- 
85) — “Foreign Legion”. «(U) and 
“Shot Billy” (Lip). Pleasing $15.- 
000 or near. Last week, “Good 
Humor Man” (Col) and “Congo- 
laise” (FC), $9,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207: 
55-85) —“‘Iroquois Trail” (UA). Miid 
$9,000. Last week, “Johnny One- 
Eye” (UA) (2d wk), $6,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener) 
(370; 85-$1)—‘‘Kind Hearts, Coro- 
nets” (EL) (7th wk). Holding at 
nice $2,500 or over. Last week, 
$3,000. « 

Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“Her Man Gilbey” (U). Passable 
$2,700. Last week, “Tight Little 
Island” (U) (3d wk), $2,400. 

Larkin ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Bicycle Thief” (Indie). Okay $3,- 


| 300. Last week, “Tight Little Is- 


land” (U) (3d wk), $2,300. 


‘Caged’ Smash $16,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Young’ Neat 8G 


Montreal, Aug. 8. 
_ Cool weather is helping returns 
in all deluxers here currently. 
“Caged” shapes topper at Capitol 
where sock. “Duchess of Idaho” 
looks okay in third session at 
Loew’s. “So Young, So Bad” is 
doing nicely at Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C. T.) (2,625; 34-60)—“‘No 
an of Own” (Par). Solid $12,000. 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Wednesday, August 9, 1950 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





- ‘Words’-Chico Wow $60,000 in Chicago; 
Stella’ Trim $12,000, ‘Pier 13° Only 86, 


Treasure Fat 176: 


Chicago, Aug. 8, 


‘Ocean’ Hot 326, 2d 


& 





New loop openers will rocket 


grosses substantially above last 
frame, despite pleasant weekend 
weather, with Oriental entry of 
“Three Little Words” ~ Chico 
Marx, Paul Gray, and Yvette top- 
ping stageshow, spearing a wow 
$60,000. Palace’s ‘‘Treasure Island” 
looks stout $17,000. 

“Stella” with “If This Be Sin” 
looms equally bright at United 
Artists with $12,000. Only lean 
opening is Grand entry of “Wom- 
an on Pier 13” and “State Peniten- 
tiary,”’ light $8,000. 

Woods holdover of “711 Ocean | 
Drive” continues hot pace in sec-| 
ond round at $33,000. “Friend | 
Irma West,” in second week at 
Chicago, with Peggy Lee, Dave 
Barbour and Myron Cohen onstage, 
looks brisk $48,000. Second ses- 
sion of State-Lake’s “‘Where The 
Sidewalk Ends” is slow $10,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,000; 50-98)— | 
“Friend Irma West” (Par) plus| 
Peggy Lee, Dave Barbour quartet, 
Myron Cohen onstage (2d_ wk). 
Brisk $48,000. Last week, $52,000. | 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) —| 
“Back To Bataan’ (RKO) and 
“Marine Raiders” (RKO) (reissues) | 
(2d wk). Smart $6,000. Last week, 


about same. 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 50-98) — 








‘Woman on Pier 13” (RKO) and) Young, So Bad” at Paramount and | 


“State Penitentiary” (Col). Light 
$8,000. Last week, “Winchester 
773” (U), (38d wk), solid $8,200. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98)— 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) and 
Chico Marx, Paul Gray, and Yvette 
heading stageshow. Smash $60,000. | 
Last week, ‘‘Crisis’” (M-G) (2d wk) | 
and Dick Contino unit onstage, | 
$36,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — 
“Treasure Island” (RKO). Excel-| 
lent $17,000. Last week, “Cactus | 
Creek” (U) and “Captive Girl” (U), 
$9,000. | 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— | 
“Great Jewel Robber” (WB) and 
“Once Thief” (UA) (2d wk). Dull 
$7,000. Last week, $9,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) (2d 
wk). Light $10,000. Last week, | 
$13,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—“‘Stella” (20th) and “If This | 
Be Sin” (UA). Fast $12,000. Last 
week, “Convicted” (Col) and “The 
Palomino” (Col) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—, 
“711 Ocean Drive” (Col) (2d wk). 
Strong $32,060. Last week, $42,000. 


Philly Cool, Biz Torrid; 
‘Very Own’ Terrif 256, 
‘Place’ Happy $15,000 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 
Cool weather over weekend is 
giving a shot in the arm to first- 
run biz here currently. New prod-' 
uct coupled with strong holdovers | 
is building surprisingly big trade. 
Pacing newcomers is “Our Very 
Own,” socko at Boyd. “In Lonely 

Place” also is nice at the Earle. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘“Our 
Very Own” (RKO). Terrific $25,- 
000 or over. Last wer, “Treasure | 
Island” (RKO) (2d wk), $10,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — “In 
Lonely Place” (Col). Nice $15,000. 
Last week, “Quiet on Western 
Front” (Indie), $11,200. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) (3d wk). 
Hefty $18,000. Last week, $20,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99\—“Furies” (Par). Sturdy $17,- 
000 or less. Last we-k, “Crisis” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). Neat $8,- 
000. Last week, “Wake Island” 
(Par) and “Proudly We Hail” (Par) 
(reissues), dull $5,000. e@ 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Admiral Was Lady” (UA). Slow) 
$15,000. Last week, “Flame and Ar- 
row” (WB) (3d wk), $12,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2.500; 50- 
99\—“‘Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) (2d | 
wk). Strong $20,000. After boff $26,- | 
000 for first stanza. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99) — 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) 
(2d wk). Dim $8,500. Last week, 
fair $15,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-99) — 
“Modern Marriage” (“fono). Light 
$7,500. Last week, ““oung Daniel 
Boone” (Mono) and “*9 Years Be- 
fore Eyes” (WB). 8.999. 








} 





Trans-Lux (T-7) ("°% 50-99) — 
“Kin® Hearts, C>~- ” (RL) (3d) 
Wk). Holding w~ $6,000 or) 
near. Last week, $7,500. 


+ 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on. net take, when 
playin;, percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net ine - 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 

rices, however, as indicated, 
a the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


Halioeess Hobble Hub; 
‘Rogues’ Slight $19,000, 
‘So Young’ NSG $10,500 


Boston, Aug. 8. 

















Weak new product and holdovers | 
are not much help this stanza, re- | 


sulting in only moderate grosses 
at major houses. 


week at Memorial. “Flame and 


Arrow” is 


wood Forest” 
pheum shapes slim with “Cariboo 
Trail” at Boston only fair. ‘So 


Fenway is disappointing. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95) — 
“The Men” (UA) (2d wk). Still up 
there with oke $14,000 after nice 
$16,000 for first week. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
“Cariboo Trail’ (20th) and ‘‘Good 
Time Girl” (FC). Fair $10,500. Last 
week, “‘The Torch” (EL) and ‘Rid- 


'er From Tucson” (RKO), $9,000. 


Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“So Young, So Bad” (UA) and 


“Trigger, Jr.”” (Rep). Thin $3,500. | 


Last week, ‘Great Jewel Robber” 


(WB) and “50 Years Before Eyes” | 


(WB), $3,800. 

Memorial (RKO) (3.500; 40-85)— 
“Treasure Island’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
ry $17,000. Last week, nifty $21,- 
500. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)—‘Flame and Arrow” (WB) and 
“Music in Moonlight” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Light $12,500. Last week, 
$16,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3.000; 40-85)— 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) 
and ‘Shadow on Wall” (M-G). Mild 
$12.000. Last week. ‘“‘Duchess of 
Idaho” (M-G), good $13,000 for 
second week. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—"So Young, So Bad” (UA) and 
“Trigger, Jr.” (Rep). Slim $7,000. 
Last week. “Great Jewel Robber” 
(WB) and““‘50 Years” (WB), $7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) — 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) 
and “Shadow on Wall’ (M-G). 
Tepid $7,000. Last week, ‘Duchess 
of Idaho” (M-G) neat $9,500 for 
second round. 


‘Furies’ Modest $10,000, 
Balto; ‘Arrow’ 96, 2d 


Baltimore, Aug. 8. 
Trade in the downtown sector 
here is in fairish groove and some- 





| what under figures of recent weeks. 


Of new crop, “The Furies,” is mod- 
erate at Keith’s while ‘Lady With- 
out Passport” looks light at Cen- 
tury. New’s “Broken Arrow,” and 
Stanley’s “Flame and Arrow,” re- 
main very steady. Izzy Rappaport’s 
combo Hippodrome will reopen 
Thursday (10) following an eight 
week period of repairs. “‘Woman on 
Pier 13” with vaude is opening pic. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60) — “Lady Without Passport” 
(M-G). Mild $7,000 or near. Last 
week, “Duchess Idaho” (M-G) (2d 
wk) held well at $10,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“‘Furies” (Par). Modest $10,- 
000. Last week, “So Young, So 
Bad” (UA), $9,700. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) — 
“So Proudly We Hail” (Par) (re- 
issue). Average $4,000. Last week, 
“Mystery Street’ (M-G). $3,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) (2d wk). 
Going well at $9,000 after pleasing 
$13,600 opener. 


Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) —, 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (2d wk). | 


Maintaining steady pace at $10,- 
000 after bright $14,400 opener. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col). 
Not getting far at $6,000. Last 
week, “Treasure Island” (RKO) (2d 


' wk), $7,200. 


“The Men” in| 
second round at Astor still is oke | 
as is “Treasure Island” in second | 


only fairly good in sec- | 
ond week at Met. “Rogues of Sher- | 
at State and Or-} 


‘TREASURE’ LUSH 206, 
WASH.; ‘WORDS’ 146, 2D 


Washington, Aug. 8. 
Downtown theatres generally are 
doing good business, with Keith’s 
| getting the biggest crowds with 
“Treasure Island” plus Disney’s 
“Beaver Valley” and his cartoons. 
Warner is also pulling them in for 
second week of “Flame and Ar- 
row.” ‘Three Little Words” shapes 
okay at Palace in second round. 

Estimates for This Week 





“Lady Withaut Passport” (M-G) 
plus vaude...Fair $20,000. Last 
week, “Duchess of Idaho’ (M-G) 


(2d wk), $17,000. 
Dupont (Lopert) (386; 50-85) — 
“Lawless” (Par). Eair $4,000. Last 


000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,139; 44-80) — 
| “Treasure Island” (RKO) and 
| “Beaver Valley” (RKO). Socko $20,- 
000. Last week, “Winchester ’73” 
| (U) (2d wk), excellent $11,000. 
Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 44- 








| Wednesday (2), plus several rainy | 
Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434: 44-85)— | days and much cooler weather, is 


Bway Up; ‘Irma’-Prima Wow $98,000, 


Kiss-Vaude Big 


Break in the heat wave last 


spelling improved trade at most 
Broadway key: film theatres this 
session. ‘Seven new bills were im- 


| portant contributing factors to the 


week, “D.O.A:" (UA) (2d wk), $3,-| 


upbeat. Pickup in business is 
enabling some extended-runs to 
equal or come near preceding week 
figures. 


Paramount is doing the outstand- 
ing trade of the Street with 
“Friend Irma Goes West” and 


| stageshow headed by Louis Prima, 


74)—"“G.I. Joe” (EL) (reissue). Ter- | 


rific $8,500. Last week, “House By 


Gary Morton and Modernaires. It 
wound up the first week last night 
(Tues.) with great $98,000, best for 


| River” (Rep) and “This Side of| Par flagship in many weeks and 


| Law” (WB), $5,400. 


the biggest summer session this 


Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74) —/! year. 


|“Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d 
| wk). Nice $14,000 or near after 
| nifty $21,000 in opener. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85) 
—“Henry V” (UA) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Looks $5,500 or better after 
hefty $6,600 opener. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74) — 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (2d wk). 


opening round. 


“Kind Hearts” (EL) (4th wk). Still 
steady at $7,000. Last week, about 
same, 





| 


‘Treasure’ Solid 


Cleveland,. Aug. 8. 





| key house takes somewhat, with 
| flashiest fireworks displayed by 
| “Three Little Words,” going strong 
| enough to cop holdover at Loew’s 
State. “Treasure Island” looks 
nice at Palace. ‘‘Cariboo Trail’ at 
Hipp and “Stella” at Allen are just 
trailing along. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-75)— 

“Stella” (20th). Fairish $12,000 or 


(Col) (2d wk), good $8,500. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55- 
75) — “Quiet On Western Front” 
(reissue) (2d wk). Oke $4,500 fol- 
lowing good $8,000 for last frame. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-75)— 
“Cariboo Trail” (20th). Mild $14,- 
000. Last week, “Flame and. Ar- 
row” (WB), $10,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (505; 
55-75)—“‘Facts of Love” (Indie). 
Fair $2,000. Last week, “Spectre 
of Rose” (Rep) and “Always Loved 
You” (Rep), $1,900. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,205; 55-75) — 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Pleasing $6,000 after $6,200 last 
week. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-75) — 
“Treasure Island” (RKO). Big 
matinee biz spelling nice $18,500. 
Last week, “Rogues Sherwood 
Forest” (Col), $12,500. 

State (Loéw’s) (3,450; 55-75) — 
“Three Little Words” (M-G). 
Breezy $19,500, and skedded for 





(Par), fine $14,000. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-75) 


Hawk” (Par), $6,000. 


‘WORDS’ LOUD $16,000, 
BUFF; ‘LEGION’ $15,000 


Buffalo, Aug. 8. 

Stronger fare is boosting trade 
all along line this stanza. “Three 
Little Words’ shapes. standout, 
husky at the Buffalo, “In Foreign 
Legion” also appears fancy at La- 
fayette. “Our Very Own” looks 
sock at Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Three Little Words’ (M-G). Husky 
$16,000. Last week, “Crisis” (M-G) 
and “Destination Big House” (Rep), 
| fair $11,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Stella” (20th). Good $12,000. Last 
week, “Furies” (Par) and “Hum- 
| phrey Takes Chance” (Mono), oke 

13.500 in 9 days. 

Center (Par) (2,100: 40-70) — 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $10,000. Last week, solid 
| $16,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
'“In Foreign Legion” (U) and “One 
| Way Street” (U). Nearly $15,000, 
‘fancy. Last week, “711 Ocean 
| Drive” (Col) and “Isle of Samoa” 
'(Col), neat $14,000. 








$18. 500 in Cleve. 


Convention trade is jacking up| 


less. Last week, “711 Ocean Drive” | 


stayover. Last week, “Irma West” | 


—‘“Irma West” (Par) (m.o.). Fairly | 
neat $6,500. Last week, “Eagle and. 


/ 


New James Cagney starrer, ‘Kiss 
Tomorrow Goodbye,” with stage 
| bill topped by Billy Vine, Toni 


Harper and Lind Bros., is giving 


| the Strand its peak summer trade 


and biggest at the house in months. 
Starting off strongly, it built via 
fine reviews, with sock $65,000 


| probable for first stanza. 


Okay $11,000 after nifty $15,500 | 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (650: 44-80) —| 000 with “Panic in Streets 





| 
| 


| 





} 


Roxy also is soaring to big $85,- 
and 
expanded ice show plus Frances 
Langford, Peg-Leg Bates, Joe Jack- 
son, Jr. 

“Edge of Doom,” which started 
off smash, looks to wind up initial 
week at Astor with solid $27,000 
after strong teeoff. ‘‘Lady Without 
Passport” with Pearl Bailey and 
Jack Fina band topping stageshow, 
is the laggard of the new bills, with 
light $42,000 probable at the Capi- 
tol. “Mask of Korea” is giving the 
Rialto $6,000, better than recent 
takes there. Palace, with usual 
weekly vaudfilm change, also is 
improved over recent weeks. 

Showing remarkable holdover 
strength is “Our Very Own” with 
rousing $25,000 or better in second 
frame at the Victoria. 

“The Men” with stageshow is 
winding up its third and final ses- 
sion at the Music Hall with a fine 
$123,000, same as second week. 
General upbeat is enabling “Annie 
Get Your Gun” to finish its run 
at the State with big $15,000 for 


12th week. “Three Little Words” is | ; 
BE) “(Oth we) Hearts, Coronets’ 


opening there today (Wed.). 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) | 


—‘“‘Edge of Doom” (RKO). First 
week ending today (Wed.) is not 


getting as much as its big opening | 


| “Kiss Tomorrow 
| plus Billy Vine, Toni Harper, Lind 


056, ‘Panic -Stage 


~ Fat 856, Doom’ 276, ‘Lady’ Lean 426 


_—“Quiet on Western Front” (In- 
die) (reissue) (3d wk). Second 
round ended last night (Tues.) 
held to sock $9,000 after big $10,- 
|500 opener. 

| Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
|lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘“‘The Men” 
(UA) and stageshow (3d-final wk). 
Holding even with second-week 
figure at fine $123,000 in final 
|frame; same total for last week. 
|“Sunset Boulevard” (Par) with 
inew stageshow opens tomorrow 
| (Thurs.). 

| Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
“Mask of Korea” (Indie). Doing 
better than recent pix here, with 
over $6,000 likely. “The Ape” (In- 
| die) and “Return of Zombie” (In- 


die) (reissues) open tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 
Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90+ 


$1.80)—“‘Underworld Story” (UA) 
(3d wk). Down to $8,000 currently 
|after light $9,500 last week. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
'“Panic in Streets’ (20th) with 
|Frances Langford, Peg-leg Bates, 
| Joe Jackson, Jr., and expanded ice- 
show on stage. Did remarkably 
| strong trade over the weekend, 
and looks big $85,000 or over, with 
stage layout taking a bow. Ho!ds 
|one week. Last week, “Broken 
| Arrow” (20th) with Andrews Sis- 
ters, iceshow (2d wk) okay $66,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.90)— 
“Three Little Words” (M-G), 
Opens today (Wed.). Last week, 
|“*Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (12th wk) 
' pushed to big $15,000, remarkable 
for final round after $13,000 last 
|week. Makes longest run for any 


| film under current policy. 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2) 
yoodbye” (WB) 


— 


Bros. onstage. Started off big and 
may hit very strong $65,000, one 
of best sessions here in some time. 
| Especially fine for season of year. 
Crix praise helping. ~ Holds. Last 
| week, “Flame and Arrow” (WB) 
| with Jane Pickens, Buddy Lester 
| headlining stageshow (4th wk), 


| 


| okay $30,000. 


| Sutton <«R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 


“Winslow Boy” (EL) (10th wk). 
| Looks okay $6,000 after $6,500 
| last frame. Stays on. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 


(EL) (9th wk). Still great with 
$8,000 after $8,300 last week. Cone 
tinues indef. 


| Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 


$1.50) —“Our Very Own” (RKO) 


around $27,000. Holds. 
teed off with special wenefit show 
Wednesday (2) night, reopening 
the house, which had been shut- 
— several weeks for facelift- 
ng. ‘ 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) (94th 
wk). Long-runner still holding 
near $6,000, rainy and _ cooler 
weather enabling it to hold near 
previous week’s $6,200. Continues. 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
—‘“Lady Without Passport’ (M-G) 
with Pearl Bailey, Kirby Stone 
Quintet, Jack Fina orch, Jay Mar- 
shall. Not doing well with light 
$42,000 or near. But is holding one 
week. Last week, “Duchess of Ida- 
ho” (M-G) with Bert Wheeler, Toni 
Arden, Sonny Dunham orch (2d 
wk), slumped to $32,000. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—“So Young, So Bad” (UA) (3d- 
final wk). Staying up very well 
with $10,000 or thereabouts. Last 
week, fine $11,300. “In Foreign 
Legion” (U) opens Saturday (12). 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and 
“Day at Races” (M-G) (reissues) 
(Sth wk). Still nice profit at $12,- 
000, ahead of last week's sturdy 
$11,000. Stays. 


Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Destination Moon” (EL) (7th 
wk). Sixth session ended Monday 
night (7) perked to fancy $15,00) 
after $14,000 last week. “Treasure 
Island” (RKO) opens Aug. 15. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Great Jewel Robber” (WB) 
vaude. Looks solid $21,000 or over. 
Last week, ‘‘Mystery Street” (M-G) 
with vaude, $17,000. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—*Friend Irma West” (Par) with 
Louis Prima orch, Gary Morton, 
Modernaires topping stage bill (2d- 
final wk). First stanza soared to 
smash $98,000, biggest here in 
many weeks. Stage layout a real 
help and picture is pleasing audi- 
ences. In ahead, “711 Ocean 


Drive” (Col) with stageshow (2d. 


wk), $62,000. 
Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 


and 


“Edge” | night (Tues.) held in excellent fa- 
|shion at rousing $25,000 or better 
|after big $28,000 opening week. 





Pitt Perks as ‘Words’ 
Soars to Sock $22,000; 
‘Sidewalk’ Okay $8,000 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 

Penn theatre’s string of summer 
clicks is continuing with “Three 
Little Words,” which is leading 
town by wide margin and will 
stick around for another week. 
“Where Sidewalk Ends,” also is 
doing okay at Fulton and holds 
for an extra three days. “Flame 
and Arrow” still is showing 
strength in h.o. at Stanley. Abbott 
and Costello “In Foreign Legion” 
merely hanging on at Harris. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80) — 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th). 
Notices mixed but biz is okay 
$8,000. It'll stay until Saturday 
(12) when “Our Very Own” (RKO) 
opens on heels of Joan Evans’ two- 





day ballyhoo visit in town. Last 
| week, “Winchester '73” (U) (2d 
| wk), fine $6,000. 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80) — 
| “In Foreign Legion’ (U). Abbott 
and Costello starrer doing only 
weak $7,000. Last week, “71l 
Ocean Drive” (Col) (2d wk-5 days), 
| $6,000. 
| Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 45-80) — 
i“*Three Little Words” (M-G). Hit- 
ting top brackets again with $22,- 
000, and cinch h.o. Last week, 
“Crisis” (M-G), $8,000 in 5 days. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80) — 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (2d wk- 
6 days). Burt Lancaster starrer 
should do an all right $9,000 on 
top of big $18,000 last week. 
Warne: (WB) (2,000; 45-"0) — 
“Cargo Capetown” (Col) and * *or- 
tunes Capt. Blood” (Col). Fair 
©5,500 in 6 days. Last week, “No 
Man of Own” (Par), healthy $8.000. 
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Rep For Reasonable Prices Boosts 


Austria's Tourist Biz to 12-Yr. High xe gs "ie ts 


period in Mexico’s tourist trade m4 


y% 





Vienna, Aug. 8. * 


With the visiting firemen sea-| 
son just hitting full stride, Aus-| 
trian tourist figures show Austrian, 
mainly through its rep as the | 
cheapest on the continent for, 
travelers has already exceeded | 
its 1938 record. That was the coun- 
try’s top year for foreign visitors 
despite the Hitlerian anschluss in 
March. Now with other couniries 
and especially Paris giving the 
visitors the feeling of having been 
clipped or sand bagged at every 
turn, the pastoral Austrian 
countryside is reaping a harvest 
very welcome to holtelkeepers and 
the state. It also is soothing to the 
tourists who find a visit to the 
city by the Blue Danube or even 
the Salzburg area, where prices 
are inflated as Festival time ap- 


proaches, costing about a third of | 


other spots. Even in the height 


of the season, a couple -can be} 


bedded in top style and eat and 
drink four squares’ (afternoon 
snack included).for under $10. That 
is a pleasure after Paris or even 
Munich dinner checks averaging 
that much for a single meal plus 
a bottle of wine. 
Few Go to Vienna 

The Austrian government esti- 
mate for this year’s foreign in- 
vasion is a total of 600,000 people 
not counting the unwelcome Russ- 
kis. By the end of June, 250,000 


had already checked in. July book- | 


ings alone are set for another 150, 
000, with the Salzburg Festival 
drawing probably half of that num- 
ber. Aside from the Yanks whose 


dollars are especially welcome, | 
Austria is getting a big play from | 
Denmark, Switzerland, Belgium 


and England. Only a modest per- 


centage find their way to Vienna, | 
red tape) 
necessary in getting travel permits | 
through the Soviet zone which sur- | 
rounds the city. Tourist people also | 


because of additional 


of recent publicity along 
“Third Man” lines both through 
that pic and in magazines like 
Colliers, and this has scared nerv- 


think 


ous travelers away from this close | 


approach to the Iron Curtain des- 


pite the apparent peacefulness of 


Vienna life. 

Effect of the Korean excitement 
has been unnoticeable 
bookings. From one 
tourists here benefitted by Far 


Eastern crisis because dollar-schill- | 
ing exchange in the “free” market | 
jumped from a mere fraction over 


the official rate of 26 schillings to 
$1 to 29 or better. 

Visitors to Oberammergau’s Pas- 
sion Play report that the little Ba- 
varian town is scalping tourists un- 
mercifully. Extras piled onto the 
inclusive tickets which cover play 
tix, board and 


crackdown. Similar beefs are 
bound to arise during the Salz- 
burg festival when hotels within 
commuiting range of performances 
more than double their rates. 


Tickets for the more important 


in tourist | 
standpoint | 


lodging have | 
cleaned out customers to the point. 
where German and Allied occupa- | 
tion authorities are threatening a) 


Communist ‘Vadis’ Strike 


Rome, Aug. 1. 
Communist members of the per- 


sonnel now working on the giant | 


production, “Quo Vadis,’ being 
|made at the Rome Cine-Citta stu- 
authorized strike here today (1). 
| Head of the Communist union said 
he knew nothing about it when 
called upon to explain the sudden 
action. 
up from time to time. Communist 
dailies here carry long. stories 
about the ‘trouble’ they are hav- 
ing at the studios. The next day 
the papers print a retraction. 

Unit production manager Henry 
Henigson said: “There is no strike. 
They tried to start one, but it didn’t 


Communist union.” 





Seek Formula In 


} 
! 


British Tax Pool 


London, Aug. 8. 
| A formula for the distribution of 





Record Number of Yanks 


Visit Mexico in 3-Mos. 
Mexico City, Aug. 1. 
New high record in the number 


Harvey,’ Heiress’ Top London Legits 
In Profit; British Plays Also Score 





history was set this May-July with 
the checking in of 117,657 Ameri- 
can trippers, according to the, gov- 
ernment’s national tourist commis- 
sion. | 

Record is the better, this group 
contends, because 65% of these 
Americans visited here and else- 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks f run) 
London, Aug. 8. 

“Ace of Clubs,’ Cambridge (5). 

“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (67). 





. 


| dio by Metro, tried to pull an un- | 


These threats have come | 


go through. Not everyone was in| 
on it, only those belonging to the | 


| dallying at the border. 





Dollar Shortages Still 
Prevent Many U.S. Acts 
From Doing Aussie Dates 


Melbourne, Aug. 2. 

Dollar shortages are still hold- 
|ing the damper on importation of 
American acts, according to David 
N. Martin, managing director of 
the Tivoli circuit. At present his 
loop only has Yank dancer Gil 
Johnson appearing in Sydney and 
the novelty turn of Wally Boag in 
Melbourne. 

No Americans are listed in the 


| chain‘s “Ice Follie’” at Adelaide. 
| However, skating soubrette Cissy 
| Trenholm is scheduled to plane 





from New York Aug. 22 to open in 


where deep in Mexico, instead of | 


“Brigadoon” Majesty’s (67). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (9). 
“Castle in Air,” Savoy (35). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (14). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Whitehall (6). 
“Don’t Lose Y’r Head,” Sav’le (1). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (41). 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (35). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (44). 
“Golden City,” Adelphi (8). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (80). 

“His Excellency,” Princess (11). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (13). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndham (22). 
“Ice-Capades,” Empress (11). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (46). 


“Latin. Quarter,” Casino (21). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (3). 
“Oklahoma,” Stoll (166). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (28). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (8). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (44). 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (12). 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Crit’rion (113). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (172). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“Venus Observed,” St. Jas. (28). 











| 


| 
/monies paid by exhibitors in the | the show at His Majesty’s theatre, Rank Eyes Govt. 


production subsidy pool as a result 
of the new admission tax relief 
plan, is now being devised by 
British Producers before submis- 
sion to other trade organizations. 
Although details have yet to be 
worked out, it is believed the fund 
will be at the disposal of all British 
pictures screened after a certain 
| date. So far as can be learned, 
this means that the pool will not 
only benefit current productions, 
but will also assist oldies still 
going the rounds. 

As a first step, the company now 
being formed to administer the 
pool, is concentrating on the meth- 
od of collection from exhibs, all of 
whom have to pay over half of the 
tax relief granted by the govern- 
ment. It is anticipated that some 
months will pass before the pool 
is in a financial position to make 
payments to producers. 

The benfits of the pool will ap- 
ply equally to American financed 
British pix as well as native pro- 
duction. Assessment of share from 
the kitty will be on net boxoffice 
earnings and not on original pro- 
duction costs. 

Because the British Film Pro- 
ducers Assn. is acting as the ma- 
jor voice for the studios in the ne- 
gotiations with other trade organ- 
izations, many indie producers are 
seeking BFPA membership. Six 
joined last week and a number of 
other applications are being con- 
sidered. 








More Top British Films 
Made in 1949-50 Season 


London, Aug. i. 
The ironical fact that the 1949- 


concerts, operas and plays of the | 
Festival were sold out a day after 50 season, which marked the pe- 
going on sale. In case of big riod of peak studio depression in 
events like Menuhin concert or! Britain, resulted in a substantial 
top opera performances by spe-| increase in the number of top 
cial casts, ticket specs try to get feature films, is revealed in the 





$10 a ticket, or three times face 
value. 
Legal Gambling Back 


As the tourist stream grew, 
Austria opened up legal gambling 
again for the first time since the 
war. First casino to start the 
wheels turning is in Bad Gastein 
resort near Salzburg. Others are to 
be opened in Salzburg -and at 
Baden, resort town in the Russ 
zone near Vienna. Baccarat, rou- 
lette and chemin de fer are offered 
by the syndicate which goes part- 
ners with federal and provincial 
governments in banking the play. 
Dealers were imported from Monte 
Carlo and French casinos with bets 
set from 15¢ to a $80 maximum. 


‘annual report of the British Film 
Producers Assn. 

In the 1949-50 period, there were 
81 first features and 50 in the 
supporting class. Comparative 


figures for the two previous years | 
‘are 71 “A” films and 49 “B” pic- | 


tures for 1948-49 and 57 “A” pix 
and 113 of “B” classification for 
1947-48. 
| 


Top British Dramatists 


] 


| To Do Originals for TV 


London, Aug. 1. 

| A number of top-ranking drama- 
tists are to write original plays for 
TV. The British video service is 
| planning a drama festival in 1951 








| Perth, Sept. 4. Ice revue, with a 
cast of 40 international bladesters, 
has been doing capacity business. 

Meanwhile, the Tivoli organiza- 
tion is mopping up at the boxoffice 
with a flock of activities. In Syd- 
ney, it is starring British comedian 
Arthur Askey in a comedy musical, 
“The Love Racket.” Show already 
has played a record 19 weeks at 


Martin is hoping that the Sydney 
aoe will prove equally success- 
ful. 

Locally, the Tivoli theatre is 
snaring top grosses with a variety- 
revue. Although Aussie custom 
calls for seats to be booked six 
days in advance, every seat is im- 
mediately snapped up. Indications 
point to a run well into October 
which may well eclipse the record 
held by Askey’s “Love Racket.” 


9 Italo Films Vie 
For U.S. Market 


Rome, Aug. 1. 

A realization of the dollars to be 
gained by good pictures in the 
American market has spurred Ital- 
ian filmmakers to hike their budg- 
ets, ink international stars, spend 
more time on story preparation 
and conform to some extent to the 
rules of U. S. censorship. Best 
exemplifying these policies are 
some nine films, all of which are 
considered top contenders for Yank 
playing time. 

Among the group are Roberto 








lare Dio” (“St. Francis, Buffoon of 
_ God”), Vittoria De Sica’s “Un Mi- 
| racolo a Milano” (“A Miracle in 
Milan’’). “Prima Comunione”’ 


| (“First Communion”), a Universa- 
lia Franco-London production with 


| Aldo Fabrizi and Gaby Morlay, and | 


“E Piu Facile che Un Cammello” 
| (“It’s Easier for a Camel’), di- 
_rected by Luigi Zampa. 

| Others include “Il Ladro di Ven- 
,ezia” (“Thief of Venice’), a Maria 
Montez starrer; “Eagle and the 


| Shadow,” starring Richard Greene | 
and Valentina Cortese; “L’Edera” | 


(“The Ivy’), with Columba Domin- 
| guez; as well as two Lux film en- 
tries, “Eroi e Briganti” (‘Heroes 
| and Brigands”) and “Romanza d’A- 
| more” (“Romance of Love’’). Lat- 
/ ter stars Danielle Darrieux and 
Rossan Brazzi. 





New British Film Unit 
London, Aug. 1. 
A new film producing unit 


headed by the Earl of Southesk | ,.4; : 4 
_and his 20-year-old son, Lord Car- | pega wg My, | cu es 


the Melbourne Tivoli theatre, and | 


Rossellini’s “San Francesco, Giuk 


London, Aug. 8. 
J. Arthur Rank, although origi- 


government’s Film Finance Corp., 
| is now said to be mulling a realign- 
ment of his organization’s corpo- 


for a production loan. 
| ¥FC was set up in March, 1949, its 
| rules decreed that only independ- 
| ent producers would be eligible for 
monetary assistance. 

| Out of its initial treasury of 
| £5,000,000 ($14,000,000), FFC 
| loaned Sir Alexander Korda’s Brit- 
|ish Lion Film Corp. £2,750,000 
during the film bank’s first 12 
months of operations. In that pe- 
riod some 21 pictures were released 
as a result of state aid. Last June 
Parliament authorized the bank’s 
kitty to be upped by another £1,- 





| fund. 


Williamson Eyes 2 
London Hits for Aussie 


“Worm’s Eye View,” current 
London comedy success by R. F. 
| Delderfield or “Late Edwina 
| Black,” a last season London click 


| by William Dinner and William 








play to be taken to Australia by 
| J. C. Williamson Theatres. Which- 
ever of the two shows is selected 
‘will probably follow “Harvey,” 
| which closes its Down Under run 
‘this fall. Meanwhile, Williamson is 
readying an Aussie tour of “Briga- 
doon,” to open shortly after 
Christmas. 

Dorothy Stewart, New York rep- 
resentative of Williamson, is ar- 
ranging details. 
| 


| Berlin Propaganda Pic 
Designed to Up U.S. Trade 


Berlin, Aug. 1. 
Designed to promote trade with 
the U. S., a 30-minute propaganda 





pic has been turned out at the UFA | 


studios here under the sponsorship 
of the city of Berlin. Film is sched- 
uled to be screened at the Interna- 
_tional Industries Fair in Chicago 
|early this month. 

Documentary is tagged ‘What 
Do You Know About Berlin?” and 
was made by Mars Film Produc- 

|tions. Variety’s local correspond- 
ent, Bill Conlan, handles the nar- 


The cool reception and poor profit to coincide with the Festival of | negie, is planning a program of | can Little Theatre in Berlin. 


of dice tables at Monte make it 


Britain and already James Bridie, 


| two moderate budget productions | 


obviously unprofitable to roll ’em,| J. B. Priestley and Terence Ratti- a year. 


hence no dice games. Salzburg, 
with thousands of U.S. Army men 
Stationed nearby, might make crap 
ames worthwhile. 

The country’s entertainment and 
cultural center moved to Salzburg 
in July with principal Vienna 
theatres, one of the town’s two 
Operas and all concerts shut down 
until September. 


gan have agreed to contribute orig- | 


'inal scripts. 

Val Gielgud, head of TV drama, 
/ has, in addition, invited a number 
of other wellknown writers to do 


plays specially for the medium. | 


' Among those who’ve accepted are 
Clemence Dane, Mabel Constan- 


duros, Tyrone Guthrie and L. du) 
| Garde Peach. 





‘Orpheus’ to Venice Festival 


“Knights Madness,” Vic. Pal. (21). 


‘around $56,000. 


Coin for Prod. 


nally disinterested in aid from the | 


rate structure in order to qualify | 
When the | 


000,000 after it used up its original | 


Morum, will be the next straight | 


First subject which will start | 
lensing shortly, will star Anouk | 
and Anne Vernon. Terence Fisher | 


Paris, Aug. 8. 
With the Venice Film Festival 


will direct with Harry Reynolds as due to get underway late this | 
month, France will be represented 


producer. | > re 
|at the meet by Discina’s ‘“Or- 
| pheus.” 

The film was written and di- 
rected by Jean Cocteau. Jean 


Marais, Maria Dea and Maria 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 17 








i i Casares head the cast. 





By HARRY REGENSBERG 


London, Aug. 1. 

American shows in England are 
not the only moneymakers in the 
West End. Plenty of English 
shows have yielded good profits to 
'their promoters, particularly H. 
| M. Tennent, the biggest show pro- 
| ducers here. 

“Harvey,” presented in London 


by George and Alfred Black, in 
association with Tennent, which 
opened at the Prince Of Wales 
Jan. 5, 1949, and ran ‘there till 
March 13, ’50, is reported to have 
cleared a profit of well over $90,- 
000. Its lean time was when it 


transferred to the Piccadilly the- 
atre with Leslie Henson starred. 
It is now touring to moderate suc- 
cess. 

Another American show that has 
proved a gold mine to the Tennent 
| outfit is “The Heiress.” This has 
| been running at the Haymarket for 

over a year, having opened Feb. 
| 1, 1949. Although it has a change 
| of cast (originally Ralph Richard- 
ison and Peggy Ashcroft, and now 
Godfrey Tearle and Wendy Hiller), 
it is understood to have netted 
But as it is under 
a non-profit distribution basis, the 
money gained will have to be put 
into the kitty for further produc- 


| tions. 


“Treasure Hunt,” which debuted 
at the Apollo, for Tennents, has 
also done exceptionally well, and 
by the time it closed at the St. 
Martin’s theatre, where it was 
transferred June 12, it had cleared 
>a clear $30,000, which also goes 
‘into the. box for future shows. 
Show could have stayed on, instead 
of closing July 22, but for fact 
that the leads, Sybil Thorndike 
and Lewis Casson, are due to ap- 
pear in a play at the Edinburgh 
Festival in August. 

“The Way Things Go,” which 
opened at the Phoenix March 7 
and folded July 15, proved pretty 
good going for Stephen Mitchell, 
and has brought total profit of at 
least $30,000. This includes the 
$10,000 paid by the Shuberts and 
Max Gordon for American rights. 
This does not include the film 
rights, which are still available. 

Oliver’s Click 

“Venus Observed,” presented by 
Laurence Olivier with himself as 
star, at the St. James’, has made 
money for the English actor-man- 
| ager. Firstly, it has paid its pro- 
a cost, around $16,000, plus 


at least another $10,000. Show 
folds soon but could have stayed 
‘longer if it had not been for the 
'star’s Hollywood commitments. 
| Londoners apparently have a 
yen for Restoration plays, as indi- 
|cated by the gravy obtainéd by 
| Tennents from ‘“‘The Beaux Strata- 
, gem” at the Lyric. Play originally 
/opened at the Phoenix and was 
voted a modest hit. That was in 
May 5, 1949. The following month 
| it was switched to the Lyric and 
| after being given publicity by the 
‘leads, John Clements and Kay 
| Hammond on the air, it has proved 
a real moneymaker, In its 55-week 
run, it has banked a clear $70,000, 
which being on the no-profit shar- 
| ing system, will have to be salted 
| away for further show ventures. 
It’s still staying till the end of 
| September when it will be replaced 
by “The Little Hut.” 
| Reanco, who present plays at the 
| Westminster, have not been so 
‘fortunate with their latest “Back- 
ground,” as they were with “Black 
Chiffon.” The latter made at least 
$50,000, which includes sale of play 
to John Wildberg for Broadway, 
and is still making money on tour. 
But “Background,” which opened 
May 17, is skedded soon to fold 
now being around $6,000 in the red. 
This does not include the money 
salvaged by the sale of the Ameri- 
can rights to Lee Shubert. 
Another unfortunate has been 

Stanley French with his “Mr. 
Gillie” at the Garrick. Opened 
March 9, it. drew some money for 
the first few weeks. Then it en- 
countered bad biz, with entire loss 
| reputed to be about $8,400, after 
| closing July 15. 


Gluskin on Vienna Vacation 

Vienna, Aug. 1. 
Lud Gluskin, CBS West Coast 
music chief, visited here while on 
a brief continental vacation. He 
conferred with Red-White-Red net- 
work program chief, Stuart Green 
and Hans Hagen, network conduc- 
tor. Gluskin plans a leisurely trip 

through Austria and Germany. 
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‘LOOKIN’ FOR ANOTHER 
SOCK ON YOUR 











IMMY GAGNEY.. 12. «in 


the N.Y.Strand a bang-up follow-up 
to Warners Flame and the Arrow’ in 
Warners 


Kiss Tomorrow Goonpve 


ALSO STARRIN 


BARBARA PAYTON: HELENA CARTER: WARD BONDitneraneResronwcun 


PRODUCED BY DIRECTED B 
DISTRIBUTED BY 


WILLIAM CAGNEY GORDON DOUGLAS: CAGNEY*~= WARNER BROS. 


Screen Play by Harry Brown From Horace McCoy's “Kiss Tomorrow 
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Golden Sees Germany. in Pix Upbeat: 


Envisions Gains for U.S. in Holland 


7% 


Washington, Aug. 8. 

German film industry, although 
hampered by financial difficulties 
and limited export possibilities, is 
expected to produce more than 80 
pictures this year, more than 
double the number turned out in 
1949. That estimate highlighted a 
report on the film industry in 
Western Germany and other Euro- 
pean countries, compiled by the 
U. S. Dept. of Commerce film divi- 
sion under the _ supervision of 
Nathan D. Golden. It was also re- 
ported that the German govern- 
ment may trim its quota on U. S. 
imports soon from the present 160 
per year to about 100 per year. 

For other countries, the Com- 
merce Dept. reported American 
pictures continue to dominate the 
Belgian market. Also that, while 
the Belgians have no domestic in- 
dustry to protect, the new Parlia- 
ment will be asked by exhibitors 
to limit the seating capacity of 
various cities through fear that the 
country is rapidly becoming over- 
seated. 

French industry, with the aid of 
$4,535,228 in government aid, was 
reported to have turned out 103 
features in 1949. In Norway, it was 
said that the market potentiality 
of theatre equipment has grown 
less favorable during the last year 
because of a dollar shortage. 

For India, the postwar boom in 
16m distribution gets the most play 
in the report. Netherlands is re- 
ported to have retained its limit on 
rentals to 3242% of the net box- 
office take, with only 65% of that 
sum remittable if paid in dollars. 
In addition, American films gained 
ground there after the required 
playing time for European films 
was reduced. 

Breakdown of Top Countries 

Following is a country-by-coun- 
try breakdown of the Commerce 
Dept. report: 

Germany: As long as there is no 








trade agreement or film exchange | 


agreement between U. S. and Ger- 
many, it appears that import quotas 
will be continued. ECA has agreed 


to guarantee current expense of | 


U. S. producers for their western 
Germany operations. In 1949, such 
guarantees amounted to $1,163,539 


$3,500,000 this year. 

About 300 features it is esti- 
mated will be imported into Ger- 
many this vear, of which 160 will 
be American. Top-quality Ameri- 
can films are well received but 
“there is a growing dislike for 
gangster films, westerns and poor- 
quality pictures, irrespective of 
origin.” German industry is con- 
fronted with financial difficulties 
caused by lack of capital, credit 
restrictions and limited export 
possibilities. 

Nearly 4,500 film houses are now 
operating in Western Germany and 
west Berlin, of which about 4,000 
are stationary, others being set up 
in halls, schools and other places. 
Single bills constitute the pre- 
dominant policy, leading to a pro- 
gram change in most theatres two 
or three times per week. 

British Pix Out of Mexico 

United Kingdom: For the year 
ended March 31, 131 British fea- 
tures were registered with the 
Board of Trade but, with the pres- 
ent reduced output from fewer 
active studios, it’s believed the 
British industry will be unable to 
maintain this level. While British 
films during 1949 did well in most 
of Europe, exchange difficulties 
throughout most of Latin America 
have “dislocated business in some 
of the more important markets, 
Such as Argentina and Brazil, and 
British films, for the time being, 
have been excluded from Mexico.” 
(Report made no mention of the 
Anglo-U. &. film difficulties.) 

Belgium: No restrictions on im- 
ports of U. S. films are foreseen 
for the time being and, for practi- 
cal purposes, there are no restric- 
tions on the transfer of dollars. 
However, during the first quarter 
of 1950, attendance at filmeries has 
fallen off. This is considered by 
the industry to be reflection of the 
Slight recession in business during 
the last vear. 

France: Production facilities are 
reported to adequate; in fact, 
a number of the studios were not 
fully utilized during the year. Dur- 
ing the year, 23% of the cost of 
films produced was _ financed 
through the temporary aid law. 


ithe boardinghouse keepers. 


>" 


‘Dangerous Corner’ On 


Rocks Before Finished 


London, Aug. 8. 

Within a few weeks of its forma- 
tion, and with its first pie only 
partially completed, Carnegie 
Films (Earl of Southesk is chair- 
man) is likely to be liquidated at 
a meeting of creditors called for 
Aug. 24. 

Indebtedness of the company is 
calculated to be around $150,000 
while outlay on the production of 
“Dangerous Corner,” which was on 
location at Cannes, was near $60,- 
000. Stars of the pic were Michael 
Redgrave and Anouk. Harry Rey- 
nolds was producer. Pic is report- 
edly uncompleted. Location lens- 
ing was stopped on London orders 
and crew brought back last week. 
Three technicians were left behind 
as “hostages” for the unpaid hotel 
bills, amounting to over $3,000. 





Blackpool Slipping As 
Ace Summer Show Biz 


Spot; British Go Abroad 


Blackpool, Eng., Aug. 1. 

Blackpool, mecca of summer 
show biz, is in the doldrums. Gone 
are the days when this Lancashire 
town was a record-breaking spot. 
Boasting for several years of a 
regular population of 165,000, with 
a daily floating population during 


ithe active season of 250,000, this 


ace spot has been given the cold 
mitt this year. 

There are many reasons to ac- 
count for the slump. One is the 
usual parrot-like cry, money 
shortage. Second is according to 
complaints, that local showmen 
fail to realize they are not giving 
money values. Big percentage of 
the shows are repeats from last 
year. Another important reason is 
These 


|have been extracting heavy coin 
and it’s expected they’ll total about | 





from their customers for years 


without giving them real value. 
Some have assumed that Black- 
pool is on the must list for the 
Lancsatrians. But they are now 
finding out that most former reg- 
ulars are going elsewhere. 

One of the biggest oppositions 
to Blackpool is the Continent; 
France and Belgium have taken 
quite a number of former Black- 
pool regulars. Other spots, such 
as the Isle Of Man and Isle Of 
Wight, also have taken a big toll 
of Blackpool’s regulars. The lat- 
ter two are benefitting from their 
tax concessions, thus being in a 
position to give better values in 
food and sundries, and able to sup- 
ply better shows. They are ac- 
tually doing 20% better biz than 
last year, with Joe Loss band, the 
current attraction at the IOM, 
claiming trade is even better than 
last year. In contrast, Blackpool 
is more than 30% down from its 
last year’s big, which was not a 
record year. . 

Only exception at Blackpool is 
the George & Alfred Black-Jack 
Hylton show “Take It From Here,” 
at the Winter Gardens Pavilion. It 
is doing steady capacity trade. 


AUSSIE PIC STUDIO AS 
SOFT DRINK FACTORY 


Sydney, Aug. 1. 

Cinesound Studiv, longtime ace 
pic production plant attached to 
the Greater Union setup, has been 
sold for $120,000 to a company 
headed by Syd Gresham for the 
manufacture of Canada Dry, a soft 
drink. 

Cinesound, with Ken Hall in the 
chief production seat, will now 
transfer to the up-to-date Page- 
wood studio on an arrangement 
with Ealing Studios. Main produc- 
tion will now center around a 
weekly newsreel. 

Gresham for a long time was in 
charge of Ealing’s Aussie activities. 
He resigned to enter the commer- 
cial field. Gresham hooked the 
Aussie rights for the soft drink on 
recent New York visit. 


_ 





Crooner Don Peers Clicks 
Big at London Palladium 


London, Aug. 8. 

Donald Peers, first British head- 
liner of the season, drew a warm 
reception yesterday (Monday) at 
the Palladium. Local counterpart 
of Frank Sinatra, his pop song 
warbling was keyed mainly to the 
gallery, where his fans congregate. 

Audience also tossed an enthu- 
siastic welcome to the Nicholas 
Bros., American Negro terp team, 
and organist Ethel Smith, both of 
whom are in for return dates. 





Comedy teamsof, Stump & Stumpy, 
making their #i¢but “at the theatre, 
copped hefty*®plaudits. 


| 


British Prelim Talks 
With French, Italians 


On Joint Production 


London, Aug. 8. 
Discussions with French 
‘Italian producers on the possibili- 
‘ties of co-production with Britain 
i\have been held here during the 
‘last few days. Only preliminary 
exchanges so far have been held, 
but there will be further negotia- 
tions. 

The Anglo-Italian talks, initiated 
in London, are to be followed by 
another meeting in the fall, which 
probably will be held in Rome. 
'Repping the British Film Pro- 
ducers at this next session will be 
Association prexy Reginald P. 
Baker; Anthony Havelock-Allan, 
Sir Alexander Korda and Steven 
Pallos, 

It is stated categorically in Lon- 
don that co-production between 
Britain and Italy would not be a 
device for converting frozen lira, 
'since as the Italian’s already have 
la sterling surplus. If the plans 
| materialize, there will be lensing 
|in both countries, depending en- 
tirely on suitability of each par- 
ticular subject. 

Both the Fernch and Italian pro- 
ducers sought the advice of the 
BFPA in securing wider distribu- 
tion for their product in Britain. 
As a result, more Italian product 
will be dubbed before screening 
|here. The French, however, dis- 
| played a preference for sub-titling, 
|but intimated they would soon be 
setting up new distributing or- 
ganizations in Britain. 


‘GOLDSMITH JUDGES 

















BRIT. PROD. ON MERITS | 


London, Aug. 1. 

I. G. Goldsmith, on a visit to 
London in connection with his two 
recent productions, “Three Hus- 
bands” and “The Scarf,” first of 
which is now on release, may make 
one of his two forthcoming pic- 
tures in Britain. 

The producer revealed it wasn’t 
his idea to film in Britain just to 
use frozen pounds.. He would only 
consider using British resources if 
he could be satisfied that the fin- 
ished product would be as good 
and as cheap as a comparative 
Hollywood production. 

Goldsmith’s next production will 
be lensed in Hollywood. This will 
be “Gardenia,” with Mercedes Mc- 
Cambridge. To follow would be a 
comedy with music, in Technicolor, 
and it was this subject that was 
being considered as a likely British 
production. 


3 for Film Zurich 


Zurich, Aug. 1. 

Praesens Film Zurich has just 
announced that three new pix are 
scheduled until end of 1951, against 
one to two per year till now. One of 
the three, presently entitled “Four 
in a Jeep,” is ready to go before 
the cameras this August, and will 
be lensed in Vienna under the di- 
rection of Leopold Lindtberg from 
a screenplay by Richard Schweizer. 

The other two, as yet untitled, 
include one pic about the famous 
Swiss Pestalozzi village for Euro- 
pean children, to be directed by 
Italian Luigi Zampa, and another 
one to start rolling beginning of 
1951. Costs for these three pix will 
amount to approximately 2,500,000 
Swiss francs (about $609,000). 

Praesens’ last production is the 
Cornel Wilde starrer “Swiss Tour” 
released in the U. S. by Eagle Lion 
Classics under the title ‘Four Days’ 
Leave.” 


BBC Sets Sylvie St. Clair 
London, Aug. 1. 
Sylvie St. Clair has been set by 
the BBC to do series of 12 TV 











weekly sessions of 15 minutes each, 


- 


and | 


Postwar Austrian Legit Suffers From 





‘Lose Head’ Looks Lost 
As New London Legiter 


London, Aug. 8. 
‘Don’t Lose Your Head” bowed 
at the Saville here Saturday (5), 
with an adverse press, warm 
weather and poor material all mi- 





tigating against its chances for | 


stance Wildberg, and adapted by 
Talbot Rothwell from an _ unpro- 
duced American farce by E. P.| 
Conkle and Irving St. John, it} 
deals with eastern head-hunters in 
England. 

Cast, headed by Harry Green 
and film actress Lana Morris, turn 
in competent portrayals. Others in 
show include John Bailey, Ivan 
Staff, Valerie Forrest, Geoffrey 
Curtis, Rex Garner, Douglas Ives 
and Charles Hill. Robert Hender- 
son directed, with decor by Stanley 
Moore, 





Theatre Marigny Group 
A Hit in Buenos Aires; 
Lagar, Garces to Legit 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 1. 
Series of 10 performances given 
at the Odeon theatre here by Made- 
leine Reynaud and Jean Louis 
Barrault, with their Theatre Ma- 


rigny company, was an outstanding 
hit, The diplomatic corps, headed 


by the French Ambassador, 
Georges Gillaums Pico; Argentine 
stage and film personalities, com- 
bined at different times to fete the 
French thespers,, and from the 
commercial angle their stay was a 
big success, since the theatre was 
sold out for the entire series of 
performances, 

For their last performance, July 
28, the French company did scenes 
from famous plays. No less suc- 
cessful on this occasion than the 
individual performances were the 
ladies’ gowns from the big Paris 
houses. Nowadays, with_exchange 
shortages becoming ever more 
acute, few Argentine women have 
a sight of the latest Paris styles. 
The Reynaud-Barrault groups 
sailed July 29 for France. 

Next week the Odeon will be 
taken over by the Antonio Cunill 


Cabanellas management, teeing off 
with a production of “Isle of Beau- 
tiful People,” a posthumous play 
by Ramon Gomez Macia, with a 
native Argentine cast. 

The Comico theatre, recently 
purchased by Spanish actress Lola 
Membrives, on Aug. 11 will see the 
reappearance in legit after many 
years’ absence of Spanish actor 
Pedro Lopez Lagar, who has been 
working in films recently. Lagar 
first came to Argentina during the 
Spanish civil war with the Mar- 
garita Xirgu company, and gravi- 
tated to pictures. As his opening 
play he has chosen “Cervantes en el 
Neuquen,” a comedy by Maria Luz 
Regas and Juan Albornoz, Fanny 
Navarro, Golde Flami and Maria 
Gamez, all recently more familiar 
as screen actresses, will form part 
of the cast. The local regulations 
make it imperative for Lagar to 
start out with a play by an Argen- 
tine author. 

Another screen. star, Delia 
Garces, is taking a flyer into legit 
this season, but her venture is a 
novel one, in that it starts off with 
a tour through the provinces and 
will wind up in Buenos Aires. Her 
company preemed July 28 at the 
Coliseo Podesta, La Plata, and is | 
continuing in the cities of Cordoba, 
Tucuman and Salta. She has 
chosen three plays as vehicles for 
the tour: “Juliet’s Balcony,” by Al- 
bervo de Zavalia,” a transition of 
Rose Franken’s “Claudia,” and an 
adaptation of “Camille,” also by 
De Zavalia. 

Narciso Ibanez Menta’s produc- 
tion of “Death of a Salesman,” at 
the El Nacional, is sold out for 
weeks ahead, and has drawn rave 
notices from the crix. Magnificent 
performances by Menta himself 
and by Milagros de la Vega and 








young Ricardo Passano have fo- 
cussed attention on this play. 


~ Lack of Strong Native Playwrights 


Vienna, Aug. 1. 

The poverty of native playwrit- 
ing in post-war Austria can be 
seen in the past season’s produc- 
tions in Vienna’s principal theatres, 
only four new works out of 70 pro- 
ductions. And all four are bad. 
Two of the new plays were come- 
dies. One was an anti-Tito prop- 
aganda play in the Communist the- 
atre and one was a historical play. 
All of them flopped except the 


success. Presented by Wauna Paul | comedy, “City Park,” a trivial work, 


in association with John and Con- | but at least a boxoffice success. 


Only two plays out of Germany 
were considered good enough to 
import to Vienna. One German 
play was a dull mystery that 
could not have lasted a week on 
Broadway (and flopped here), and 
the other was a well-written if un- 
inspired historical drama, “Barbara 
Blomberg,” by the German-Ameri- 
can playwright, Carl Zuckmayer, 


While waiting for postwar na- 
tive talent to develop, Viennese 
producers are scraping bottom for 
foreign plays. Of the 70 produc- 
tions in 1949-50, 29 were imported, 
seven from Broadway, 10 from 
Paris and 12 from London, 


The record in the semi-pro thea- 
tres is not any better. These are 
not fulfilling their mission here to 
any greater extent than they are 
in New York—-that is, if their mis- 
sion is assumed to be the discovery 
and production of new works by 
unknown authors. In these houses 
in 1949-50 there were three new 
works by young Austrians, other 
productions being revivals and ime 
portations, 

American plays in Vienna in 
1949-50 were: In semi-pro theatres, 
“Adding Machine,” by Elmer Rice; 
“Boy Meets Girl,” by Bella and 
Samuel Spewack, and a group of 
Thornton Wilder one-acters. In 
the main theatres, Williams’ “The 
Glass Menagerie” and “27 Wagons 
Full of Cotton”; Kanin’s “Born 
Yesterday,” Miller’s “Death of a 
Salesman,” “‘Saroyan’s “My Heart’s 
in the Highlands,” “The Gentle 
People” and Bush-Fekete’s and 
Mary Fey’s “Embezzled Heaven.” 


Dice Loaded Against 
British Producers Sez 


B-L Chief; Blames U.S. 


London, Aug. 1. 

The dice were loaded against 
British production, Harold Dray- 
ton, chairman, told British Lion 
stockholders at their annual meet- 
ing last Wednesday (2). The indus- 
try, to continue, has to be on a 
basis whereby it can compete 
against its greatest competitor, the 
U. S. production companies. Fund- 
amental difference between pro- 
duction in Britain and in America 
was that they (the Americans) have 
a home market of 146,000,000 and 
an admission tax of about 20%. 
The British home market is 100,- 
000,000 less and admission tax of 
38%. 

There has been drastic econe- 
omies in the studios, but there wag 
room for more. Unless production 
could be turned into a profit-mak- 
ing business, the country would be 
without a film industry. So he in- 
formed the confab. Asked by a 
stockholder how they could get 
better deals in the U. S., Drayton 
said it could be achieved by the 
production of good films suited for 
the American market. 

The capital of the company has 
been increased by $420,000 to $3,- 
081,000. Drayton explained that 
this additional amount was being 
kept in reserve. 


Sloan Named by Coronado 


London, July 25. 

John R. Sloan was named pro- 
duction exec for Coronado Produc- 
tions (England), Ltd. Sloan, who 
worked in Hollywood for a year 
prior to the war, was recently as- 
sociate producer on “Cairo Road.” 

Next Coronado production to go 
the floor will be the Ray Milland 
starrer, “Full Circle,” which ig 
= to start rolling in Septem- 
er, 











Four Pix Started in Hungary 
Budapest, Aug. 1. 
The state-controlled Hungarian 
film production company started 
work on four new films, “Mrs, 
Szabo,” “A Woman Finds Her 
Way,” “Ludas Matyi” and “Here 
repradau.” 
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Pre-Production 


Code in Argentina 
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Buenos Aires, Aug. 8. ' 
Argentine filmmakers are begin- | 
ning to howl over the dual censor- | 


ship policy on native-made pictures. | 
A move is currently under way for ! 
a unification of censorship, possibly | 
to be exercised by the film industry 
itself. Local producers are hoping 
they will soon be able to meet with 
the authorities and submit a plan 
for voluntary self-censorship on 
pix while they are still in the blue- 
print Once a picture has 
been given a general okay under 
that plan no one would be able to 
interfere with its exhibition in any 
part of the country. (This is pat- 
terned after the MPA code set-up 
in U. S.). 

At present there’s one type of 
censorship for Buenos Aires and 
another which works independent- 
ly in each of the 14 provinces and 
10 territories. Here the city cen- 
sorship is dual with both the En- 
tertainment Board and the Munici- 
pal Police Dept. wielding blue pen- , 
cils. The former for political rea- 
sons and the latter for so-called 
“moral” considerations. However, 
this “‘morai” censorship is often in- 
fluenced by the political angle. In 
the provinces and territories cen- | 
sorship of films is exercized by in- 
dividual municipal bodies, fre- 
quently with considerable needling 
from the Roman Catholic Church, 
although the latter influence is 
likely to be negligible now that 
relations between the Peron regime 
and the Church are no longer 
harmonious. 

The lack of uniform policy was 
made evident this past winter when 
the Buenos Aires Municipal Police 
banned the exhibition of the 
French-made “Manon,” although it | 
had been given the green light by | 
the Entertainment Board. Far from 
doing the pic, which had been ac- 
elaimed the best film of 1949 at the 
Venice Film Festival, any harm, 
the ban only served to stimulate 
public interest and large numbers 
of theatregoers from this city 
crossed the state line to view the 
picture in the provincial suburb of | 
Avellaneda which is not governed 
by Buenos Aires city law. This | 
situation drew loud beefs from 
Buenos Aires exhibitors resulting 
in a huddle between the city police 
here and their colleagues in Avel- 
laneda, who agreed to follow the | 
Buenos Aires line in the future. | 


stage. 


' 











} 
| 


Few Theatres | 





Continued from page 3 


ai 


| would 


ideo system will 


RCA’s THEATRE TV 
IN TEST AFTER DELAY 


After another week’s delay in 
delivery of equipment, RCA’s new 


‘theatre television projection unit 
_is scheduled for testing tomorrow 


at the Fox 
N. Y. If the 
demonstration, which will be at- 
tended only by 20th and RCA 
execs, is successful, it’s believed 
20th will go ahead with its plans 
for setting up a chain of 22 Fox- 
West Coast houses connected for 
theatre TV later this year. 

Test run had been scheduled 
originally for early July but has 
been delayed through difficulties 
in obtaining the correct reflector | 
lens for the unit. First one that 
came in had _ been incorrectly 
ground and a second one was dam- 
aged in shipment. Lens is said not 
to entail any unsolvable technical 
problems. 


Friday 
studios, 


(Thurs.) or 
Movietone 


McDonald Potshots | 





Halpern’s Estimate _ 
Of Phonevision Coin 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Comdr. Eugene F. McDonald, Ze- 
nith Radio Corp. prexy, charged 
Nathan L. Halpern, theatre TV 
consultant to the Theatre Owners 
of America, of “indulging in wish- 
ful thinking” in holding that film 
rentals oeccruing from Phonevision 
not average more than 
$250,000 per pic. Halpern made 
the estimate in a speech July 28 
before the Southern California 
Theatre Owners Assn. 


McDonald, in a statement last 
week in reply to Halpern, called 
the estimate a “ridiculously low 
figure’’ made without the benefit 
of the “extensive survey which 
Zenith has conducted ... to deter- 
mine to what extent the public is 
willing to pay for high-class tele- 


_vision entertainment such as Class 


A movies in the home,” 


TOA exec declared in his speech 
that figure had been arrived at af- 
ter research based. on nationwide 
Phonevision operation. 

Zenith is still of the opinion, 
according to McDonald, that film 
producers’ revenue ultimately to 
result from the pay-as-you-see vi- 
“far exceed the 
total boxoffice of all the motion 
picture theatres in the U. S.” 

“Phonevision is not a threat to 
the motion, picture theatres,” Ze- 
nith exec said. “The threat is that 


| 
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VARIETY 
Dual Censorship Expected to Bring | Argentine Pact | 
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back after confabs between Dr. 
Ramon Cereijo, Argentine Finance 
Minister, and _ Eric Johnston, 
MPAA prez. Cereijo took 
agreement back to B. A. with him 


but reams of red tape then held | 
back the issuance of any licenses. | 
Argentine government a few weeks | 


back proposed two changes which 
would restrict the accord to Ameri- 
can-made pix omy and bar invest- 
ment of frozen coin in theatres. 
Both amendments were promptly 
accepted. 

Ambassador Griffis has pointed 
out that the next move lies with 
the Argentine government. In 
view of continued hurdles raised 
by the Latino country, it is still 
a question whether the agreement 
will really be carried out or if it’s 
just another reprise on an old 
theme. Yank pix have been barred 
from the Argentine for the past 
two years. 


UA Releases 4 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 1. 
United Artists, only American 
major to make a separate deal 
with the Argentine government, 
has released four films. Company’s 
agreement permits it to import 17 


films as a “capital investment.” 
However, this special deal does 
not give it the right to remit 


dollars. 

UA releases to hit the theatres 
are “The Big Wheel,” “Outpost in 
Morocco,” “Africa Screams” and 
“A Kiss for Corliss.” These films 
have been something of an anti- 
climax because Argentine film- 
goers have waited so long for 
strong Hollywood material, it has 
come as a disappointment that the 
first should not have been pro- 
ductions such as “The Snake Pit,” 
“The Window” or “I Was a Male 
War Bride,’ such as they have 
been hearing and reading about. 

As a result of its lining up of 
/UA -seleases, the Lococo circuit 
has adopted a new system of ex- 
ploitation in first-run houses. This 
system allows for four sections on 
week days and five on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Last three sections 


of each day allow for the sale of | 
numbered seats which can be re- 


served in advance from one day 
to another, 








Yank Gains 
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pensation deals in which the lira, 


peso, frane, ete., were traded for | 


' goods or services. In this respect, 
the majors were really cashing in 
lon earnings of previous years. 
| Nonetheless, through improved 
| fiseal status in some countries and 
la continuation of windfalls via 
compensation pacts, the dollar 
‘totals are still at a sound level. 
| Year of °49 was the first in which 


there be prevented the renaissance Of the present type conventional | the postwar decline in grosses and 
of the huge combine that led Ger- television. Phonevision, on the | dollars was halted. Now it seems 


many into establishing the world’s 
first quotas and other restrictions 
to stifle international film trade, 


The $200,000.000 empire in- 
cludes, in addition to the 40 first- 
run theatres and three giant stu- 
dios, a motion picture equipment 
company, a distributing service, 
copying laboratories, music-pub- 
lishing, synchronizing and patent- 
holding companies and rights to 
several hundred prewar pictures. 
They’ll be sold to the highest quali- 
fied bidder, but “no person may 
purchase, directly or indirectly, 
more than one studio or more than 
three theatres.” 


‘other hand, if it should be approv- 
ed and put into commercial use, 


| will provide the revenue to the’ 
which | 


motion picture producers 
|ordinary television is taking away 
| from them.” 


SEP Commie Yarn 
Bought by Warners 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Satevepost’s “I Posed as a Com- 
‘munist for the FBI,” by Matt Cvetie 








certain that 1950 will at least hold 
the gains made in the previous 
year. In view of the just-approved 
accord with the British under 
‘which the companies will 
‘ably take $21,000,000 in 
rather than the previous 
| $17,000,000, the chances are re- 
| garded good for the dollar totals 
| to go ahead of the first six months 
‘during the balance of the year. 

| Specifically, film business has 
shown improvement in England, 
|France, Italy and a number of 
|other countries on the Continent. 


dollars 





the | 


prob- | 


‘and Pete Martin, unveiling form-| More coin will also be derived 
ler’s activities in commie party | from Japan and Germany while the 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


All-out plug was handed to 20th-Fox’s “No Way Out” this week by 
Walter White, head of the National Assn. for the Advancement of 
Colored People, in a bylined editorial designed for syndication to the 
Negro press. Terming “No Way” a “nerve-tingling picture of what race 
hatred does to otherwise reasonably normal human beings,” White 
declared: 

“It is for this reason that ‘No Way Out,’ if Hollywood Oscars and 
critics’ awards have any meaning at all, ought to receive every prize for 
excellence and courage bestowed in 1950 on films. Nice Nellies and 
Caspar Milquetoasts won't like it. They will torture their scared little 
egos to rationalize the discomfort the picture causes them, meanwhile 
hanging on precariously to their beliefs in themselves as ‘liberals.’ Ags 
for the troglodyte racists, they won’t go to see it at all.” 


Long-time campaign of Allied and other exhib associations to keep 
Confidential Reports, Inc., from using hometown people for checking 
local theatres was pointed up this week by the following paragraph in 
a bulletin of the Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana under the head- 
ing “Public Reports Incorporated”: 

“In Iowa a local checker who had been checking his hometown the- 
atre for ‘Confidential’ Reports, Inc., was appointed assessor and doubled 
the valuation on the theatre property. The exhibitor appealed the 
doubled valuation but at the Tax Board hearing the assessor (the CRI 
agent) testified that he knew the exhibitor could afford the increase 
because he had been checking the theatre and knew what business he 
was doing.” 
| Responsibility for Hollywood's reputation “as a hotbed of sin and 
vice” is placed on the Hollywood films and attitudes of the 1920s and 
| 30s in the September issue of Modern Screen. In an eight-page piece 
by Lloyd Shearer, the fan mag says that the scandals of Hollywood's 
early years “have firmly left their influence in the mind of the 1950 
public.”” Mag defends Hollywood today, declaring that crime incidence 
is lower than that of other cities, and says “there is probably less sex- 
ual activity among actors and actresses as a group than many others.” 
Article traces scandals, and says: “Compared to the screen colony of 
the 1920s, Hollywood, today, ‘is as pure as Eden before the snake 
walked in, and its actors and actresses are unfairly libelled by the 
immoral behavior of their predecessors.” 





Convenient yardsick for checking improvements of drive-ins has been 
distributed by the Indiana State Board of Tax Commissioners to all 
county and township assessors. Board, according to the current bulle- 
tin of the Associated Theatre Owners, breaks down ozoners into four 
categories. Type “A,” the highest grade drive-in, rates an average per- 
car assessment of $35. Bite is gradually reduced down to the Type “D” 
fresh-airer, whose per-car assessment ranges from $16 to $25. These 
figures, bulletin states, are a result of a state-wide survey and confer- 
ences with many outdoor theatre owners. Deluxe spots, it’s pointed out, 
have a life expectancy of 25 years while low-cost theatres have only a 
theoretical 15 years. 

| Best gauge of the dramatic impact on an audience in a film house is 
the amount of popcorn and other concession edibles consumed during 
the running time of the picture. That is the opinion of Robert Stillman, 
who ruled that no cards would be distributed among the customers for 
the sneak preview of his “Sound of Fury.” Preview cards, Stillman 
explained, turn film fans into self-conscious critics and do not form 
an accurate barometer of their feelings. If they stop eating during a 
picture, he says, it must be an absorbing story. 


Metro is venturing into the great outdoors in a spectacular way. with 
a flock of open air productions to follow “King Solomon’s Mines” and 
“Kim,” recently completed. Currently in work are “Quo Vadis” and 
“Across the Wide Missouri,” both huge projects calling for exterior 
shooting. Other outdoor films in the offing are “Running of the Tide,” 
“Ivanhoe,” “Soldiers Three,” “Scaramouche” and “The Plymouth Ad- 
venture.’ 


Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder have been requested by the Para- 
/mount homeoffice to suggest a new and happy ending for “Sunset 
Boulevard.” Original version is highly acceptable in first-run situa- 
tions in big cities, but the biggies are worried about its reception in 
the neighborhood houses and rural districts, where the customers prefer 
films that end in a clinch instead of manslaughter. 

| RKO's “Best of the Bad Men,” originally slated to gallop in Gallup, 
N. M., has been detoured to Kanab, Utah, where the great open spaces 
/are not so crowded. When RKO’s location scouts landed in Gallup 
_ they ran into a celluloid traffic jam, with five troupes shooting “Rocky 


b= gm “Santa Fe,” “Ace in the Hole,” “New Mexico” and “Sound 
0 ury.” 





Twenty collegiate football players are working in Columbia's “The 
, Hero” without a word of publicity, through an agreement between the 
studio and the athletic atthorities at USC and UCLA. Faculties of 
both universities asked that the names of the players be suppressed to 
prevent critics from accusing the athletes of professionalism. 


Understood J. Arthur Rank is talking a deal with Wynn Rocamora, 
Dorothy Lamour’s agent, to star her in the London production of 
“Rain.” Currently Rank is negotiating with Mary Pickford, owner of 
the film rights, for shooting next winter. 


RKO-Brandt Up to Lawyers 


aa Continued from page 3 = 
wise, we can’t expect anyone to attorney, acknowledged that he 
































Under the rules, the largest of while working as FBI undercov- 
the UFA studios, the Bavarian'er agent, has been bought by 
Film Kunst in Munich, with nearly | Warners for immediate production. 
50°> of West Germany’s feature | 
film production capacity, may be'as “in tradition of WB's ‘Confes- 
sold to one owner but this owner | sions of a Nazi Spy’.” 
is to be barred from holding an in- 
terest in any other West Germany | 


studio. 'U Troupe Converges 


Qualified bidders are all persons ‘ CS 
except governments, political part- On Chi for Louisa 
jes, government officials or em- Universal execs and players are 


ployees, persons barred under the 





cation law and, in the case of | at the Chicago theatre, Loop first- 
studios, any person who held a!run. Charles Simonelli, 
major position in the government-| ploitation chief, and actor Charles 
controlled film industry during the! Coburn pull in from New York. 
1f years preceding May 8, 1945. (Ronald Reagan, Ruth Hussey, 
Net proceeds of liquidation after Spring Byington, Edmund Gwenn 
settlement of claims and obliga- and Piper Laurie are trekking 
tions will go to the federal repub- | from the Coast. 
lic. Interests of minority stock-| After pulling a number of bally 
holders will be safeguarded, ac- | Stunts in the Windy City and mak- 
cording to the announcement. En- 19g personal appearances, star 
tire transaction is to be completed troupe will visit 26 key cities for 
by Jan. 1, 1952. j stage stints and interviews. 


Jack L. Warner described film. 


‘converging on Chicago Friday (11) | 
various provisions of the denazifi-| for the world preem of “Louisa” | 


U's ex-| 


| Argentine, long a zero mark in 
‘company ledgers, will show a 
| $1,100,000 yearly return for the 
next five vears. 

Business improvement in the 
European countries is attributed 
generally to gradual recovery from 
the economic fraying which these 
sectors took during World War 
II. Recovery is evidenced both by 
better b.o. performances as well as 
by an easing of restrictions of pix 
imports and dollar remittances. 
Further improvement is seen in the 
increased purchasing abroad which 
the U.S. will push through to build 
up its military machinery. 
| Gains film-wise have not been 
| evidenced uniformly. 
|markets such as Australia. New 
Zealand, India and the Philip- 
| pines have slipped in the past six 
months. But the improvement 
‘elsewhere has been sirong enough 
;to overcome the drop registered 


‘mainly in the Far East and Down | 


; Under. 


Important | 


‘put up all his money when he 
hasn't got the item he is purehas-' 
ing in hand. And we haven't ac- 
tually anything to give them be- 
fore Jan. 1 or 2, That means more 
warranties.” 

Dietrich stressed that if these 
details could be worked out by 
the attorneys there was absolutely 
nothing standing in the way of the 
Brandt group's taking over of | 
Hughes’ approximately 929.000 
shares in the chain. He said that 
Ilughes was perfectly satisfied 
with the availability of the coin 
and all the financial aspects of 
the deal. 

RKO board chairman asserted 
that his presence was no longer 
required in New York on the nego- | 
tiations, He said he was staying 
over on other matters and was un-' 
determined on when he'd return 
to the Coast. 

Meantime. L. Lawrence Green. 


had started negotiations looking 
toward purchase of Hughes’ pro- 
duction-distribution holdings in 
RKO, as reported, but said the 
deal was still in the “embryonic” 
stage. Dietrich and Green met 
last Friday (4) to talk further on 
it, but indications from the Coast 
are that Hughes is not interested 
—hnow, anyway—and so consum- 
mation is unlikely, 

Milton C, Weisman, attorney for 
the Brandt group, and Tom Slack, 
Hughes counsel, continued efforts 
yesterday to work out their prob- 
lems. Deal involves in excess of 
$7,000,000 and would mean con- 
solidation of the RKO chain with 
the 14 houses of the Trans-Lux 
circuit, which is headed by Brandt. 

Financing is being handled by a 
bond issue which would be floated 
by Kuhn, Loeb & Co. Dietrich has 
had a number of talks with Elisha 
Walker, of the Wall street firm, 
and has apparently been satisfied 


iformer RKO board member and as to its plans for the financing. 
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\) | : Bob’s best 
\\ picture and the 
\r money-maker 
beyond your 
greatest hopes. 
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Color by 
Technicolor 


Starring 


Boh HN ™ su 7 
TACIIR BALL | | Mee MO 


with 


BRUCE CABOT 
JACK KIRKWOOD 


- Produced by Robert L. Welch 


Directed by George Marshall 
Screenplay by Edmund Hartmann 








and Robert O’Brien 
Based on a Story by Harry Leon Wilson 
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H'wood 
In Surmounting 


By WHITNEY WILLIAMS 


Scribes Use Devious Methods 


9 | 


Script Poisoning 


Lantz Sets Staff For 
New Deal With UI 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Walter Lantz is rounding up a 


| staff of film cartoonists, anima- | ; Rew 
tors, inkers, painters and back- | basic $17,000,000 of convertibility ; work. 
| ground artists to resume work un- | 8uaranteed in the deal. 
| of them. Mildred Gordon, who re-) der his new contract with Univer- 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. | cently co-authored “Make Haste to sal-International. 


Script-poisoning is a term which | 
the rest of the world probably isn’t | 
aware of, but in Hollywood, among | 
the scribbling fraternity, it’s a very 
real and often deadly affliction. In 
a word, it’s story trouble. 


Every writer occasionally goes 
stale on a story or screenplay. | 
When writers hit a snag, their 
means of overcoming this tempo- 
rary hurdle sometimes are as re-| 


freshing as the yarn they’re trying ' 
to bat out. 

There’s one very brilliant author 
who annually turns out at least one 


novel while he upholds his repu- 
tation as ene of Hellywood’s top 
scripters. For obvious reasons, he 


refuses to permit his name men- 
tioned, but his method is this: 

Whenever he finds the going 
tough and words and ideas don’t 
perk with their customary facility, 
he straighteway heads for the 
kitchen closet, takes out the family 
vacuum cleaner and for an hour or 
so—or as long as the mood endures 
—vacuums every rug in the house. 
Maybe it sounds a bit ridiculous, 
but this form of relaxation preps 
him to return to his task with re- 
newed vitality and interest, and his 
temporary staleness is ancient his- 
tory. 

Helen Deutsch, who currently is 
readying “Piymouth Adventure” 
for Metro and has a long list of 
top credits, gets in her car and 
drives to the Ocean Park pier, 
about six miles from studio, when- 
ever she’s treading. story-water. 
Once there, she’ll cruise through 
the various beach concessions. She 
admits that by the time she’s spent 
an hour or so away from her desk 
in this fashion, she’s ready to re- 
turn to her story, always refreshed 
and usually with the problem 
licked. 

Talking Helps , 

William Bowers talks out his 
problem with anyone or everyone 
around, the family, visitors, fellow 
writers, the maid. He presents his 
problem, asks their opinion. Very 
often he’ll confab with 15 or 20) 
persons during this trouble inter- 
lude, and somewhere in between 
their various reactions the conclu- 
sion will come to him. 

Many scripters turn to sports, 
such things as golf, squash, paddle | 
tennis, bowling. Carl Foreman, | 
who’s turned out all Stanley Kra- | 
mers’ pictures, is an adherent of 
the latter, and if Kramer can’t find 
him in his office he generaily can 
get him at a nearby bowling alley. 
Solitaire is still another favorite 
torm of endeavor, to try to sweep. 
the well-known cobwebs and get. 
back on the story line. 


lywood correspondent for New) 


York Times and who also conduct- | 
ed a Hollywood-syndicated column, | 


of | 


practiced a unique form 


| hibiting motion pictures in com- 
The late Douglas Churchill, Hol-| mercially operated theatres, and 


Live’ with her husband, Gordon 
Gordon, gets away from her prob-| 
lem by going out and buying a) 
new hat. Her spouse sometimes 
figures it would be cheaper if she 
were to abandon art of writing 
entirely, since she rapidly is build- 
ing up a chapeau inventory which 
makes Hedda Hopper’s pale into 
insignificance. 
Mary Jane Writes Letters 

There’s Mary Jane Ward, author 
of “The Snake Pit”. She solves 
the trouble by starting a series of 
long letters to friends, knowing in 
this way she’ll get back into the 
flow of language and thoughts. 
Richard Landau turns to another 
writer, one of many who work on 
a reciprocal basis whenever they’re 
loused up. They bounce the idea 
around and it comes up okay. 

Sam Marx, Metro producer who 
through the years has kept his 
fingers in writing, works through 
his difficulties while taking a long 
walk at night, and Robert Carson | 
takes a long drive. On one occa-| 
sion, he ended up in Reno, but 
nevertheless he returned with that | 
story hurdle licked. Herbert Baker | 
turns to the piano and does a bit} 
of composing on the side while 
waiting for the thoughts to roll 
again. 

Edwin H. Knopf talks the prob- 
lem out with himself, aloud. He 
admits he’s the greatest-talker-to- 
himself in the colony, and even-| 
tually the idea jells. Sidney Shel-| 
don temporarily gets away by turn- 
ing to anything else so he can relax 
awhile and forget—solitaire, read- 
ing, walking. 

Sonya Levien reports that when- 
ever she’s stuck she tries to inject | 
herself into the character and! 
think through what she would do 
if she were in such a situation as 
the one the script calls for. It 
usually works. Betty Comden and 
Adolph Green have a gag which 
nevertheless works out. They con- 
sider some sort of physical exer- 
cise, bat that back and forth, and 
it depresses them so much that 
generally they are able to get back | 
on the beam. 

Dorothy Kingsley admits it to 
but few, but she has her own way | 
of coming out of the fog which 
she claims works. She walks across | 
the street from the studio to St.) 
Augustine’s and says a little) 
prayer! 


| 
| 
| 











Films’ Deferment | 








Continued trom page 4 
buting motion picture films, ex- 


furnishing services to the motion 
picture industry.” 

Broadcasting classification in- 
cludes “radio and television sta- 





thought-rejuvenation, when he no-| tions primarily engaged in activi- | 
ticed that he wasn’t pounding out | ties involving the dissemination of | 
copy with his customary speed. He radio communications, either aural | pany Friday (11) but wants to re- 
lived high in the Hollywood hills, | or visual, intended to be received | main in the sales end of the biz. 


and always worked at home. When 


the thoughts didn’t flow, he simply sets, and networks primarily en- Harry D. Buckley, who was let out | 


by the public through receiving | 
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;__ In addition to the bonus on all, 


U.S. production in Britain, extra) 


Eye Brit. Bonus Clauses 
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It is expected to have the 


| necessary statistics this week and 


be ready with the pact by the end 
of the month. Committee includes 


Lantz has not made a cartoon! dividend in the form of added con-| Fayette W. Allport, MPAA rep 


since he left for Europe last March. 
His new pact calls for six ‘Woody 
Woodpecker” specials a year. 











UA Salesmegr. 





so far, there is a possi 








om Continued frome®page 5 Soa 


ity, it was 
reported this week, that William 
and James Clark of Philadelphia 
would head a syndicate that would 
put up some money. Clarks head 
Clark Film _ Distributors, with 
which UA inked a deal this week. 
Outfit will handle physical distri- 
bution of UA prints, as it does for 
Eagle Lion, as. a moneysaving 
measure, 

Clarks are associated in one or 
more Philly’ enterprises with 
Frank L. McNamee, new prez of 
UA. They were originally report- 
ed to have put coin into the deal 
when it was first announced, but 
that was denied. It is understood, 
however, that McNamee since that 
time has interested them in UA. 

What appears to be certain be- 
hind the curtain’that McNutt & Co. 
have so tightly drawn around the 
deal is that Miss Pickford remains 
a prime factor, if not the outright 
owner of UA. Chaplin, according 


| to best available info, has received 


$500,000 as option money for his 
4,000 shares of stock. One report 
has it that this coin was advanced 
by Miss Pickford, although most 
trade observers doubt that. 

In any case, her shares and 
Chaplin’s have apparently been 
trusteed to McNutt, with proviso 
that he is now to go out and try 


to obtain coin for the company on | 


that basis. 

McNutt and McNamee met with 
reps of Bankers Trust and Chemi- 
cal Bank, N. Y., during the past 
week, but there were no indica- 
tions of any helpful financial moves 
by the two institutions. Bankers 
Trust meeting last Thursday (3) 
was with Alex Ardrey, exec. v.p.; 
Dan Hickson, v.p., and Harry Wat- 


kins, v.p. in charge of the Radio | 


City branch, which handles” UA’s 
account. Session yesterday (Tues.) 


was held with Edwin Van Pelt, | 


Chemical v.p. It is understood the 
lid was partially removed for ben- 
efit of the bankers. 

Meantime, the new manage- 
ment’s employee relations prob- 
lems continued to mount with the 


, departure of old standbys. Lazarus’ 
decision to pull out followed a ses- 


sion last Wednesday with Miss 
Pickford, McNutt and McNamee. 
He demanded assurances of tenure 
and clarification of what his posi- 
tion would be if he stayed. The 


trio requested him to remain, but | 


refused to give him any dope on 
his future. He has no immediate 
plans when he departs the com- 


Scollard is taking over duties of 


reached into a corner where he | gaged in activities involving the after many years with UA and, be- 
kept a Daisy air-rifle and for the | transmission of program material | fore that, was personal manager 


next 15 mmutes or so would fire 
away at half a dozen targets erect- 
ed for this very purpose on nearby 
trees. 

Francis Swann who, with Rich- 
ard English did screenplay on “711 
Ocean Drive,” and very frequently 
works at night, goes into a pitch- 
dark room and smokes out his 
problem. 
years of scripting behind him, us- 
ually turns to one of two ways of 
readjusting himself to the story de- 
mands, either takes a long walk or 
plays musical records. 

Team Skips Problems 

Norman Panama and Melvin 
Frank, writing team, have a more 
cirect approach to the problem. If 
they can’t come through finally 
with a solution, they figure that 
something is basically wrong with 
that particular approach, and sim- 
ply eliminate it. 

Talbot Jennings picks up a 
different type of literature than 
that which he’s struggling with, 
usually something in either the 
classics or a whodunit, and lets his 
problem soak awhile. He comes up 
invariably with the idea which will 
see him through. 

Philip Dunne, who always writes 


with pencils instead of dictating 


or using the typewriter—many top 
scripters operate in this fashion— 
gets up and sharpens a few dozen 


Ben Markson, with 20) 


_ by wire or radio to stations serv- | 
|ing as network outlets. Radio sta-| 
tions and networks engaged in the; 
| Sale of time for broadcasting pur-| 
| poses, and the furnishing of pro-| 
| gram material or services are also | 
included.” 

| Simultaneously, the NAB launch- 
ed a “military status” survey of) 
radio and TV stations to obtain) 
information on the number, age | 
and marital and dependency status | 
of active and inactive reservists 
employed in the broadcasting in-| 
dustry. | 


Pointing out that the pattern | 
for recognition of American broad- | 
casting: as an essential industry | 
was established in the last war, 
Justin Miller, prexy of the organi-| 
zation, explained: 

“Our effort here is to measure | 
the manpower needs of broadcast- | 
ing against the potential number of | 
employees who conceivably might | 
be called to service. Such vital in- | 
formation will assist us in our dis- | 
cussions with appropriate govern- 
ment agencies. Naturally, a prime 
consideration is a sufficient man- 
power pool to keep broadcasting 
Stations operating efficiently dur- 
ing a period when they will be 
called upon by the Government to 
perform many necessary functions 
in the conduct of the nation’s 
affairs during the emergency.” 


for Miss Pickford and Douglas 
Fairbanks. He was a half-brother 
of Fairbanks. Now ill, he most re- 
cently was head of domestic. oper- 


|ations and held a number of key 
| Posts. 
; Seollard will also apparently 


handle some details of financing 
and remittances formerly in the 
charge of Arthur W. Kelly, when 
he was exec. v.p. Also within Scol- 
lard’s province will come part of 
the duties of personnel and office 
manager Robert Goldfarb, who 
was given his notice this week 
after 14 years with UA. 


Miss Pickford and McNamee met | 


this week with Fred Jack and Nat 
Nathanson, western and eastern 
division managers, respectively, 
and gave them, in effect, vote of 
confidence. There were assurances 
on both sides that the relationships 
would continue, for the time being, 
at least. 

Major moves by the new man- 
‘agement so far have been toward 
economy. In this direction this 
| week was a decision to merge 
foreign and domestic publicity de- 
| partments under domestic pub-ad 
| chief Howard Le Sieur. Sam Cohen 


continues as foreign topper, how- | 


‘ever. There was also a hint that 
the television department under 
| John Mitchell might be dropped. 


_vertibility will be allowed 


follows: 
| ° (1) On the earnings in the U.S. ' 
of all pix owned by a British firm. | 
The Yank company that handles | 
the American distribution will be 
permitted to convert out of its 
frozen funds in England a per- 
centage based on the take of the 
British pic in the U.S. 

(2) On all outright buys of Amer- 
ican distribution rights to British 
pix. Outfit that buys these rights 
will be permitted to convert a per- 
centage of its frozen_funds based on 
the price it pays. 


as 


% Figures as Snag 


It is these percentage figures, 


; : 
plus that in the production bonus 





‘Unit Plan’ Option 

Not part of the new British | 
pact, but as a collateral agree- | 
ment to it, American distribs 
have the option of ending the 
“unit plan” ‘a Bngland in re- 
turn for assurances from the 
British government that there 
will be no taxes or other 
legislation discriminatory to 
the U.S. pix industry. 

Yanks have not indicated as 
yet whether they’ll accept the | 
arrangement, although it is be- | 
lieved they will. “Unit plan” is | 
an American retaliation mea- | 
sure that prohibits the show- 
ing of a Hollywood pic with a 
British one on a double bill. | 
It has been very tough on 
English exhibs and producers, | 
who've squawked to the | 
government. 











, Clause, that is likely to cause trou- 
| ble among the U. S. distribs. Ac- 
| tual percentage figures were left 
| blank, to be filled out later, in the 
| agreement in principle reached in 
| London by Johnston, Arnall and 
| James A. Mulvey, repping the U-S. 
|industry, with Harold Wilson, rep- 
| ping the British Board of Trade. | 
The various Yank companies 
| Stand to profit to different degrees 
| by each of the three bonus pro- 
visions. Some have been more ac- 
| tive in production (20th-Fox, War- 
ner Bros., Metro), while others 
have been distributing more Brit- 
ish product here (Universal and | 
Eagle Lion), and the indies, par- 
ticularly, have been active in buy- 
| ing British pix outright for Ameri- 
can distribution (Selznick and, 
Goldwyn). 

Result is that each of the vari- 
ous companies is bound to battle | 
for percentage figures in the three | 
| categories that will give it a maxi- | 
mum break on convertibility. 

The British have agreed that the | 
percentage blanks, when filled in, | 
should provide a total of $2,000,- | 
000 if the Yanks show activity in | 
the 12 months beginning Oct. 1, | 
when the new one-year agreement | 
Starts, as they have in the past. | 
Total convertibility thus will go 
,up or down from the $19,000,000 
mark, according to the activity. 

Exactly what the base period 
should be for comparison during | 
the year starting Oct. 1 is another 
,item that may or may not give 
trouble. It was agreed with the) 
British that the base does not have | 
to be the past year, but can vary, 
in the three categories and that a/| 
| 12-month stretch should be chosen | 
that is most typical, 

Advantage could arise to differ- 
ent companies in accordance with | 
_what 12 months is chosen, so there’s 
room for-argument. British also 

might not agree with what the 
| Yanks want. 

Otherwise there are not a lot of | 
points of difference to be recon-| 
ciled with the technical committee | 
in London now working on the! 
final form of the pact. One item’ 
| that the Americans want, for in-| 
stance, is that the percentage of | 
British pie earnings in the U. S. 
be based on gross film rentals | 
rather than remittances to London. | 
This is to prevent Yanks from suf- 





‘mount 


in London, and the British chief- 


tains for the various distribs, plus 


agents of the British Board of 
Trade and Bank of England. 

Pact will take the form of a mod- 
ification of the present extended 
two-year agreement. In place of 
the “B Pool”—an incentive plan for 
showing British pix in the U. S. 
which didn’t work out—are the 
second and third bonus clauses. 


Theatre TV 


Continued from page 3 ee 























argue, because tele theatre pro- 
grams would probably not exceed 
one or two weekly. The main 
fodder for the screens, therefore, 
would still be celluloid from the 
Coast. 

What Halpern, Sullivan & Co. 
fear is that an _ unreasoning 
prejudice against theatre tele in 
Hollywood would create a major 


| setback to the advancement of the 
/new 
‘hurt Hollywood itself, it is said, 


programming. This could 
since its health depends on that 
of the theatres. Large-screen TV, 
because of its novel appeal and 


|unique programming possibilities, 


might well be 1950’s reprise of 
sound’s introduction, which re- 


vived flagging grosses in the late 
20's. That is, of course, if given 
a chance, 

The hoist to b.o. supplied by the 
new amusement form could very 
well halt the closing of theatres, 
TV sponsors maintain. This alone 
would be an unadulterated boon 
to Hollywood. By the same token, 


‘it could mean upped b.o. returns 


on TV nights, which would pay off 
the studios in the form of bigger 
percentage returns. They claim 
that even if distribs accepted a 
lower cut on those evenings—and 
there is no assurance that the cut 
would be taken—the boxoffice 
hypo could still mean a bigger 
dollar levy for the companies. 

Toppers in 20th-Fox and Para- 
see these _ possibilities, 
hence their support for the ex- 
pansion of theatre tele, it is said. 
Both companies are backing its 
growth regardless of the imminent 
theatre divorcement in the case of 
20th and the actuality for Para- 
mount. These studios are con- 
vinced that Hollywood will supply 
a goodly part of the programs and 
that the payoff may well exceed 
any slight loss in film revenues be- 
cause a second feature may be 
dropped on those occasions. 

The Halperin-Sullivan axis sees 
nothing but good for the Coast’s 
employment rolls in the beachheads 
that video is establishing in thea- 
tres. The know-how on entertain- 
ment intended for screens is vest- 
ed in Hollywood, they say, and not 
in radio or elsewhere. Coast 
studios will get the cream of the 
business with the upped activity 
seeping down to the unions. 

Slow Process 
Until the problems of program- 


| ming are solved, these officials con- 


cede the growth of theatre TV as a 
slow process. There are now some 
50 orders lodged with equipment 
manufacturers but this is regarded 
as a starter only. Sooner or later, 
as they see it, some program or 
stunt will click big and thereby 
trigger a landslide movement 
among exhibs for equipment. When 
it does happen, it will break the 
cycle that has blocked exclusive 
programming because the number 
of potential buyers is low. 
Concededly, the $25,000 price on 
large-screen equipment is too high 
for mass orders. But theatre tele 
backers see the first sets as more 
experimental than otherwise, with 
attendant reflection in the price. 
Theatre video will go into mass 
production and the cost is bound 
to.drop. Simpler and cheaper sets 
will be available on the principle 


'that a nabe may want a Ford where 


the Times Square and Loop delux- 
er can afford the Cadillac. 





‘J. Arthur Rank was claimed to 


} 
| aw 


‘before actually getting down to 


As their final argument address- 


*fering as a result of British owners | ed to those elements on the Coast 


of the films spending large sums | that fear the innovation, fact is 
here for publicity, advertising or | pointed out that the theatres could 
maintenance of organizations, as, bring back vaudeville, bingo or 
‘anything else to forestall the b.o. 
|doldrums. Any of these would cer- 
\tainly cut into pix playing time 
/much more sharply than TV, yet no 
‘one is singing the blues on that 
score on the Coast. 


have done, 
London technical committee is 
aiting further figures on past 


activity of the various companies 
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New romantic idol 
(Knock On Any Door,” 
“AIL The King’s Men”) 


\A 4 Aan HALE 


Screen Play by George Bruce 


Directed by ; Produced by 
GORDON DOUGLAS * FRED M. PACKARD 
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ELC Doing 3006 
Weekly Average 


Eagle Lion Classics has been 
operating in the black since its 
kickoff some eight weeks ago. For 


the past six weeks, ELC has been 


averaging $300,000 in weekly 
grosses, which means a fairly solid 
margin for operations, since it re- 
quires $240,000 to break even. 
Former Eagle Lion outfit, prior to 
its acquisition of additional product 
from Film Classics, was averaging 
a $2,000 weekly deficit. 

Big help in its present strong 
showing comes from the company’s 
veteran standby, “Red Shoes.” 
British-made ballet pic brought in 
$40,000 last week, almost two years 
after release. Film, turned out by 
J. Arthur Rank, has just crossed 
the $3,000,000 mark on 2,000 book- 
ings. “The Jackie Robinson Story” 
also came through with $38,000 for 
the week. 

Company is now counting on 
big . returns from “Destination 
Moon,” which is ready to break in 
a number of first-runs. 
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quiring the viewer to use no optical 
device. Polaroid system hinges on 
the spectator donning a pair of 
special glasses. Lester Cowan is 
about to produce a feature pic- 
ture in the latter process with the 
backing of a group of indie cir- 
cuit owners. 

Those who have seen the Waller 
system have generally felt it to be 
impractical for general use since it 
requires three sets of projectors, 
plus another machine for the 
sound, which is on a separate track. 
That would treble production costs. 
In addition to the cost of construct- 
ing the booth, which must be 
spread across the back of the the- 
atre, special machines are required. 
Film is not of standard gauge or 
sprocketing, although that may 
eventually come. 

Process also requires at least 
three times the normal rawstock. 
That’s compensated for, however, 
according to Waller, by speed with 
which a pic can be shot. Since the 
cameras cover such a wide angle 
of view, many fewer setups are 
needed. 

One of the Oyster Bay demon- 
stration pix may be used in the 
Broadway showing, Reeves said. 
That is footage made on. a Coney 
Island rollercoaster. It has not 
been determined yet whether the 
remainder of the product for the 
show will be feature-length or a 
series of short clips. 

Rockefeller, a member of the 
Standard Oil clan, has been asso- 
ciated with Waller in development 
of the process for 12 years. Time 
came in three years ago and was 
talking of making features and 
otherwise utilizing the new tech- 
nique. 

Rockefeller’s departure, after in- 
vestment of a large part of the 
approximately $500,000 that Wal- 
ler spent on develpment, appar- 
ently results from a tendency to be 
more conservative than his part- 
ners. The others, headed by 
Reeves, were anxious to get ahead 
with production of pix in the proc- 
ess and a public demonstration. 

Wanted to Wait 

Rockefeller wanted to wait until 


it was better developed. Reeves’ Two,” a Technicolor musical team- | 







Bernhard-EL 


Continued trom page § 


ended selling to forestall a claim 
of damages by Kaufman. Latter 


last week obtained permission of | 
the court to bring suits if neces- | 


sary. 

MacMillen had previously warn- 
ed Kaufman of the halt to sales 
after the two failed to agree on the 
|proportion of rentals which would 


be returned to FC. On this score, | 


ELC is holding 27% as distrib fees 


and handing over 3% to the FC. 


assignee, 

Because MacMillan has been out 
of town on a short vacation, he and 
Kaufman have had certain pre 
liminary talks via telephone. Vis- 
a-vis meetings with Bernhard par- 
ticipating are slated for later this 


week. If the deal as now mapped 
goes through, creditors would re- 
ceive some cash from ELC, and 


Bernhard would be given an op- 
portunity of coming into the new 
company if he wants to. Attempts 
by Kaufman to up the share of fees 
from ELC have been dropped in 
favor of the new arrangement. 

Bernhard is reported considering 
becoming an indie producer in- 
stead of an exec with ELC. He 
may move to the Coast for that 
purpose. It is not known whether 
ELC would distribute any such 
pictures. 

Meanwhile, Kaufman stil in- 
dicates that he will bring suit un- 
less a compromise is worked out. 
Original merger fell through when 
Bernhard could not obtain ‘pro- 
ducer okays for some of his pix 
involved in the transfer. Number 
of these, not involved in the stop- 
sell order, are being handled by 
ELC under separate agreement 
with their owners. 
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fair.’ and ‘Treasure Island,” 
Disney feature. 

Metro, with 22 backlogged, fol- 
lows. Studio here is pinning its 
highest hopes on the Judy Garland- 


Gene Kelly teamer, “Summer 
Stock,.”’ also its Christmas release, 
Esther Williams’ “Pagan Love 
Song.” High on the list, too, are 


“King Solomdn’s Mines,” “Kim,” 
“A Life of Her Own,” with Lana 
Turner, and the Technicolored 
“Vengeance Valley.” Next, 
versal-International has 18 features 
ready, including “Harvey,” “ 
isa’”’ and seven action specials in 
Technicolor. 

Paramount has a_ 17-feature 
backlog, foremost of which are 
“Sunset Boulevard” and “An Amer- 
ican Tragedy.” Not to be over- 
looked, however, is the Fred As- 
taire-Betty Hutton musical, “Let’s 
Dance”; the Bob Hope-Lucille Ball 
comedy, “Fancy Pants”; or Bing 
Crosby’s “Mr. Music.” Republic, 
too, has 17 in the vaults, headed by 
John Ford’s “Rio Bravo,” teaming 
John Wayne and Maureen O’Hara. 


20th Has 16 
Twentieth-Fox 1s in a strong po- 
sition with 16 top-budget films in 
the can. Toppers here are “The 


Black Rose,” “All About Eve.” co- | 


starring Bette Davis, Anne Baxter 
‘and Celeste Holm, and “Halls of 
Montezuma,” a Technicolor action 
biggie with Richard Widmark. 
Warners’ list of 13 is headed by 
“The Glass Menagerie,” ‘Captain 
‘Horatio Hornblower” and “Tea For 





Uni- | 


Lou- | 


VARIETY 
‘RKO’S JACKPOT TIEUPS 
FOR ‘TREASURE ISLAND’ 


| 


| When the last of 40 key cities get 
Walt Disney’s “Treasure Island” 
under way Aug. 24, more than 300 
merchants in those 40 cities will 
have contributed more than 500,000 


_ture, in one of the greatest treas- 
'ure hunts in the history of motion 
pictures. About 14 men of the RKO 


| field force accomplished this with | 
the aid of 40 theatre managers and | 


the promotion and managing ed- 
itors of a great many newspapers. 
The list of newspapers, which 
gave front page and volumous 
space to the Disney Bre&sure Hunt 
and the picture ‘inctded Albany 
Times Union, Philadeiphia News, 
New Haven Register, Syracuse 
Post Standard, Birmingham News, 
Baltimore News Post, Charlotte 
News, Boston Post, Portland Press 
and Herald Express, Washington 


line of free advertising on the pic- | $ 


| 
| 
! 
' 


Picture 


MONTREAL 


(Continued from page 12) 


hr week, “Happy Years” (M-G), 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Caged” (WB). Sock $16,000. Last 





000. 

Princess (C. T.) 
“Sidewalk Ends” (20th). Fair 
/ $11,000. Last week, ‘“Frontiers- 
man” (WB), $11,000. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) (3d wk). 


(2,131; 


week, “Night and City” (20th), $9,-| 


Grosses 





‘WORDS’ ROUSING 186 
IN L’VILLE; ‘CRAZY’ 56 


; “Three 
Little Words” at Loew’s State and 
'“Gun Crazy” at the Strand. Former 


| Outstanding here are 


34-60)— had brisk teeoff and pace is head- 


| ing for sock round. “Gun Crazy” 
,and “Without Honor” will give 
Strand its best stanza since last 
April. These are the only new pix 
on the main stem, 


Okay $11,000, following socko Estimates for This Week 
second session at $18,000. Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200: 
Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— 45-65)—“Flame and Arrow” (WB) 
“Kill Umpire” (Col) and “Tyrant of (24 wk). Easing off to modest 
Sea”’ (Col). Routine $6,500. Last $4,500 after last week's sturd ‘ 
week, “Live by Night” (RKO) and $8 000, } J 
“Golden Twenties” (RKO), $9, , ; ve een ‘ 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— en Sean) SNe; 


45-65)—“‘Going My Way” (Par) (re- 


Se eee aie eg “So Young, So Bad” (‘UA) and! <>... SS iy ate Te oe 

News, Indianapolis News, Chicago | «Destination Murder” (UA). Good | Sa'@, jinder expectations at mod- 
Herald American, New Orleans ¢8 9099 or near. Last week, “Guilty est $7,000. Last week, “White 
Item, Cincinnati Post, Memphis! o¢ Treason” (EL) and “Father Tower” (RKO) and “Armored Car 


Press-Scimitar, Columbus Citizen, 
San Antonio Express-News, Hous- 
ton Chronicle, Toledo Blade, Fort 
Worth Press, N. Y. Journal-Amer- 
ican, Denver Post, S. F. Call-Bul- 
letin, Miami Daily News, 
World-Tribune, Los Angeles Exam- 
iner and the Portland Oregonian. 
Four Canadian newspapers in To- 
ronto, Montreal, Winnipeg and 
Vancouver have signified their 
willingness to go along with the 
plan when the picture opens there 
in September. 

In cities where the newspapers 
could not cooperate fully many de- 
partment stores and drug chains 
|; went along on an advertising basis, 
including Saengers in Dallas, the 
Rothchild stores in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, the Samson Co. in 
Milwaukee, Miller & Rhoades in 
Richmond, the Gray Drug Co. in 


Cleveland, Whelan chain in N. Y. | 


City, Bon Marche in Seattle, Daw 
Drug chain in Rochester, Dey de- 
partment store in Albany and a 
drug chain in Buffalo. 

The RKO field department was 
‘able through promotion and buy- 
ing at manufacturers’ costs to sup- 


Tulsa | 


Makes Good” (EL), $5,000. 


‘Cariboo’ Lively $19,000 
In Denver; ‘Own’ 116, 2d 


Denver, Aug. 8. 

Biz is spotty here this round. 
“Cariboo Trail’ shapes best new- 
comer, fine in two spots. ‘Annie 
Get Gun,” still fancy in fifth frame 
at the Broadway. Wins sixth week, 
equalling the longrun mark at this 
house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1.500; 35- 
74\—“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Fine $8,500. 
Last week, $8,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—"Going My Way” (Par), (reissue). 
Light $6,500. Last week, “Furies” 
(Par) (2d wk), $8,500. 





Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — 
“Cariboo Trail” (20th) and “Lost 
Volcano” (Mono), day-date with 


Webber. Fine $16,000. Last week, 
“In Foreign Legion” (U), $12,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 
“Stage Fright” (WB) and 
phrey Takes Chance” (Mono), day- 
date with Paramount. Lean $1,500. 


| ply these 40 cities with merchan-| Last week “Winchester °73” (U) 
| dise with a total retail value of | and “One Way Street” (U) (2d 
better than $250,000. They also, wk), $1,500. 

supplied upwards of 16,000,000 Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 


numbered pasteboard keys. Each 
city had about 30 treasure chests 
holding a portion of the prizes, 


which sent the keyholders scurry- | 


ing through all stores looking for a 
number to match the one on their 
| key. Theatre managers, 
pers and merchants reported al- 
| most en masse that the stunt in its 


| entirety caused a city-wide furore. | 


| The Walt Disney Treasure Is- 
|land Treasure Hunt, originated 
with the RKO field department and 
was carried through its maze of 
| complications by Dave Cantor, Hal 
| Olver, Ralph Banghart, Doug Beck, 
Hank Howard, Alan Weider, Russel 
Morgan, Ed Terhune, Hugh Mac- 
Kenzie, T. Bidwell McCormick, 
Fred Calvin, Lou DuFour and Joe 
Longo. 





Dwan Flies Rep. ‘Wings’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 





| public’s most ambitious film since 
| “The Sands of Iwo Jima.” Lined 
|up for top roles are John Wayne, 
| Rod Cameron, John Carroll, For- 
| rest Tucker and Bill Ching. 


Picture, currently being scripted 


stand was that if Henry Ford had ing Doris Day and Gordon Mac- by Andrew Gear, former Marine, 


Monogram, with 11 ready, 


waited to develop a perfect car | Rae. 
before offering it for sale, the pub- | has its highest hopes for an ex- 
lic wouldn’t be riding in automo-  Ploitation special, “A Modern Mar- 





biles yet. 


In addition to this fact, Rocke-| 


feller is active in aircraft manu- 


facture and other war babies that 
have suddenly put more pressure . 


on his time. Since he brought 
Time, Inc., into the setup, it fol- 
lowed him to the exit. 

Reeves’ syndicate, which was in 
a minority position, thereupon took 
ever the shares owned by Rocke- 
feller and Time. Reeves refused 
to reveal who his associates are. 
His sound recording service studio 
in New York is the largest such 
indie unit in the world. 


Disney Aide Called Up 





First man to be called up for) 


service from the Walt Disney org 
is Gene Petruski, 21-year-old em- 
ployee in Disney’s N. Y. office. 
Petruski reports to the Marines at 
Camp Lejeune, N. C. 

He has been with the film outfit 
for the past 312 years. 


| riage.” 

United Artists’ backlog of nine 
is headed by a pair from Stanley 
Kramer, “The Men” and “Cyrano 
de Bergerac.” Eagle Lion follows 
with eight and Lippert with four. 
Also included in the completed 
list are eight films with no definite 
release set as yet. Excluded are 
the J. Arthur Rank productions to 
go out through U-I and EL. 

With the heavy backlog, Holly- 
wood execs are confident that 
they'll still be sitting pretty high, 
although the war situation may 
again up costs. 


SCHINE MGR. JOINS BANK 


Syracuse, Aug. 8. 

John Crowe, house manager of 
Schine’s Paramount theatre, left 
Monday (7) for New York to take 
a position with the Chemical Trust 
bank in that city. He started at 
Paramount as an usher. 

Crowe will also enter New York 
U., to study accounting and finance. 





Grand.” 





London, Aug. 8. 

| Dr. Douglas A. Spencer,» with 
| Kodak, Ltd., since 1939, has been 
|named deputy managing director 
,of the Eastman Kodak subsidiary. 
|He also was elected to the board. 

Upon joining Kodak Ltd., Spen- 
eer aided in vceog of the com- 
-pany’s research activities, later 
|taking charge of research labora- 





|tory’s contacts with British gov-' 


| ernment. 





Disney’s ‘Seal’ for Festival 
Edinburgh, Aug. 1. 
A Walt Disney film, “Seal Is- 
land,” was picked for showing here 
at the fourth International Film 
Festival, which is 
| larger Edinburgh Festival of Mu- 
‘sic and Drama. 
| It runs from Aug. 20 to Sept. 10. 





newspa- | 


To Allan Dwan goes the pro-| 
ducer-director job on “Wings of | 
| the South Pacific,” heralded as Re- | 


will go into work as soon as Dwan | 
finishes his current task, “Bell Le | 


Kodak Honors Dr. Spencer 


part of the! 


Holds again. | 


35-74) —| 
*“Hum- | 


Robbery” (RKO), modest $8,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000: 45-65) 
| “Three Little Words” (M-G). Musi- 
cal pic broke away fast and rousing 
$18,000 or near looms. Last week, 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) 
and “Custom Agent” (Col), nice 
$11,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)— 
“Gun Crazy” (UA) and “Without 
Honor” ‘UA). Pair is lifting house 
out of doldrums for neat $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Love That Brute” 
(20th) and “Lost Volcano” (Mono), 
$3,500. 


‘Sidewalk’ Mild $8,000, 





| Seattle; ‘Duchess’ 76, 3d 


Seattle, Aug. 8. 
_ Rain over the weekend is help- 
ing biz this stanza. But there are 
some dull _ spots. “Stella” is 
most disappointing at Paramount. 
“Annie Get Gun,” now in fourth 
week still is big. “Where Sidewalk 
Ends” looks mild at Fifth Avenue, 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) ‘800; 59- 
84)—“Winchester '73” (U) (4th wk). 
Fine $3,500 after big $4,200 last 
week. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.877; 59- 
84)—"‘Woman on Pier 13” (RKO) 
and “Hostile Country” (Lip). Fair 


“Our Very Own” (RKO) (2d wk). $6,000. Last week “711 Ocean 
Good $11,000. Last week, big Drive” (Col) and “Snow Dog” 
$19,000. (Mono), $6,800. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 35-74) Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
— “Stage Fright’ ‘WB) = and/ 59-84) — “Where Sidewalk Ends’ 


“Humphrey Takes Chance” (Mono), 


Last week, 
and “One Way Street’’ (U), $5,000. 
Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-74)—“Kind 


and holding. Last gveek, “Titan” 
(UA) (2d wk), fine $3,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74) — 
“Cariboo Trail” (20th) and ‘Lost 
Volcano” (Mono), also Denver. 
Nice $3,000. Last week, “In Foreign 
Legion” (U), fair $1,700. 


Indpls. Goes for ‘Words’ 
At 16G; ‘Treasure’ 10G 


Indianapolis, Aug. 8. 
“Three Little Words” is piling 





Loew’s this week to lead town by 
a wide margin. Otherwise, situa- 
tion here is quiet. “Treasure Is- 
land” is getting only an okay play 
at Indiana. “Night and City,” at 
Circle, is tepid. 

Estimates for This Week 





‘ 


65)—"‘Night and City” (20th) and 
| “Triple Trouble” (Mono). Slow 


$7,500. Last week, “Cactus Creek” | 


(U) and “Secret Fury” (RKO), 
$8,000. 

Indiana (G-D), (3,300; 44-65) — 
“Treasure Island” (RKO). Okay 
| $10,000. Last week, “Stella”? (20th) 
and #‘Lost Volcano” (Mono), only 
$7,500 despite opening day boost 
by Victor Mature and “Stella” 
stars on stage. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65) — 
“Three Little Words” (M-G). Hefty 
$16,000, and will hold. Last week, 


| “Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) | 
,;and “Custom’s Agent” (Col), 
$10,000. 


Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—"The | 


| Lawless” (Par) and “Rangers 
Cherokee Strip” (Rep). Fair $4,- 
| 500. Last week, carnival of 20th- 
Fox reissues, dull $3,500. 





Kaplan Joins Berger 


Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 
Lowell Kaplan has resigned as 
, buyer and booker of Independent 
|Theatres, non-profit buying and 
| booking pool of 18 Twin City thea- 
_tres, to take a similar post with 
the Bennie Berger theatre circuit. 
The duties formerly were assum- 


. 
.ed for Berger by Ted Bolnick, his 


general manager, who recently re- 
signed. 


also Esquire. Poor $5,000 or less. | 
“Winchester °73” (U) 


Hearts, Coronets” (EL). Big $3,000, | 


up one of season's best figures at. 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- | 


(20th) and “Isle of Samoa” (Col), 
Mild $8,000. Last week, “In Lonely 
Place” (Col) and “Hi - Jacked” 
(Lip), $7,200 in 10 days. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
—‘‘Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and 
|“House by River” (Rep) (3d wk). 
Swell $7,000 or near. Last week, 
| big $9,300. : 
Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- 
| 84)\—“Annie Get Gun" (M-G) and 
“‘Mystery Street’’ (M-G). (4th wk). 
Huge $9,500. Holds. Last week 
$9,600, 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 59- 
| 84)-— “Kid from Texas” (U) and 
/“Adam and Evalyn” (U). Fine $9,- 


(000. Last week, “Great Jewel 
' Robber” (WB) and “50 Years 
| Before Eyes” (WB), $4,700. 

| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 40- 


| 52-97) — “Cariboo Trail” (20th), 
| (2d run) plus stage featuring Flo 
| Aash and revue. Good $7,000. Last 
week, “Night and City” (20th) (2d 
| run) plus vaude, $6,400. 

| Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
59-84)—"“‘Stella” (20th) and “‘Desti- 
nation Murder” (RKO). Light $8,- 
| 000. Last week, “Furies” (Par) and 
| “Lost Voleano” (Mono) (2d wk-6 
days), $4,700. 





Frank-Panama Get 
3-Ply Deal on ‘Thataway’ 


a Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Norman Frank and Melvin Pana- 
/ma closed a deal to write, direct 
|}and produce their own yarn, 
“Callaway Went Thataway,” for 
| Metro. Picture is described as a 





|'modern cowboy comedy. 

Filming starts when they wind 
| up the Ezio Pinza starrer, “Strictly 
| Dishonorable,” on the same lot. 





Set Arg. Pic for U. S. 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

From Argentina comes “The Fire 
| Dance,” produced by Emelco Corp. 
|and aimed at general release in 
the U. S. after English-dialog dub- 
_bing in Hollywood. 

| Dubbing will be supervised by 
Humberto Correll, executive of 
Trans-American Films, which will 
handle distribution. Previous Ar- 
gentine pictures have been con- 


i fined chiefly to art houses in U. S 
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Ota Ve 


PETE WOOD 


passes out Orchids! 


Yes, we're moved to express our gratitude, 
_when the brilliant pen of our industry's keenest 
critic and champion, pauses in its caustic comment 
on the ills and problems of show business, to drip 
a little honey, in our direction. 
True, the comment is bitter-sweet . . . but that’s 
because PETE is fair... and we’re not perfect. 


* That's what makes the orchid most welcome 


... that PETE WOOD, ever-ready to criticize and 
condemn, in behalf of the exhibitors he so ably 
represents, is fair enough to reward sincerity of 
purpose, with unbiased comment. 

Thanks, Pete! We think that two complaints 


among all your members, is pretty good, too... 
BUT... we'll try to bat a THOUSAND in the future! 
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Clips from 


NEW YORK 


RKO showmanship awards for 
June were copped by Harry Dear- 
min, RKO Orpheum, Marshalltown, 
Ja., and Louis Gressman, RKO Al- 
den, Jamaica, L.I. Aside from a/| 
certificate, each manager was hand- | 
ed the customary $25 cheek. Dear- 
min won his laurels for staging an 
Anniversary Week while Grossman, 
a three-time award winner, drew 
his prize for his promotion of 
“Rosie O'Grady.” 

Films International of America, 
headed by Irvin Shapiro, granted 
franchise to Federal Film of Bos- 
ton for New England distribution 
of all FIA product. 


++ 


PITTSBURGH 

With transfer of Jerry Wechsler 
back to Cleveland to head WB 
branch there again, Paul Krum- 
enacker has been upped to man- 
ager of company’s exchange here. 
Jack Kalmenson, West Virginia 
salesman, steps into Krumenack- 
er’s old berth as sales chief. 

When William Skirball reopens 
the Barry next month after sum-| 
mer shut-down, Mannie Greenwald, 
who piloted house since Skirball 
took it over several years ago, will 
not be back as manager. He re- 
signed to run the gift shop. 

Leo Wayne resigned as booking 
manager at Paramount and A. Har- 
ry Passarell, office manager, re-| 
sumed that post. Wayne has been | 
on Film Row for more than 25! 
years. 

Lou Averbach, formerly with Par 
here and later in Cleveland, as the 
late Harry Goldstein’s assistant, in- 
to N. Y. television agency field. 

Stewart Jacobson, salesman in 
this territory for Eagle Lion trans- 
ferred to the company’s Cincinnati 
branch. 

Roseanne Feinberg left Par to 
become secretary for Associated | 
Drive-In Theatres. 

Paul Krumonacker, Warner sales- 
man, upped to post of branch man- 
ager. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


War scare buying of food and 
ether consumer goods believed by | 
Ev. Seibel, Minnesota Amus. Co. | 
official, reason for further slump 
in theatre grosses. 

Ralph Cramblett, recently 
signed as United Artists 
manager out of Chicago, back as 


re- | 


branch manager here, a post he | 


eccupied for many years. 


returns to sales staff. 


Northwest Variety club held 
annual golf tournament: at Oak 
Ridge club. 


President J. L. Morrill of Min- 
nesota U in letter to Art Ander- 
son, Northwest Variety club chief 
barker, expresses regents’ appre- 
ciation to club for its latest $80,- 
000 gift to heart hospital project. 

Ralph Greene, circuit owner, a 


reserve Marine commissioned of- | 


ficer, awaiting call to duty. 
Because the boxoffice results 
were so gratifying when an “A” 
picture like ‘‘The Asphalt Jungle” 
was hooked up with the Danny 
Kaye stageshow, even though the 
comedian’s first local personal ap- 
pearance in itself undoubtedly 
would have been sufficient to get 
boff boxoffice results, Harry B. 


French, Paramount circuit presi- | 


dent, 
oes 
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presentation, Aug. 25. 
heading the next) 


| purchase a theatre ducat. 


, Paramount exchange 


district | 


) Eddie | with Pentagon Pictures of N.Y. for 
Stoller, who was branch manager,; New England distribution of all 


Film Row 


HHO HF> HGF 6$6444444 4444 


with Radio City 
Although 


his next 
Frankie Laine, 
stageshow, also is a topnotch draw, 
French has set in “Duchess of 
Idaho,” another ace picture, with 
him. 


Because of rising costs all along | 


line, independent exhibitors in the 


territory outside of the Twin Cities | 


feel an admission boost is justified, 
according to S. D. Kane, North 
Central Allied executive director. 
Paramount circuit sold two of 
its St. Paul downtown theatres, 
first-run 800-seat Strand and 1,050- 
seat second-run Tower, one more 
than required to do so under con- 
sent decree, to Twin City Theatre 
Corp. independent circuit owner, 
for an undisclosed sum. This leaves 
Par with only two downtown the- 
atres in St. Paul. In Minneapolis, 
two downtown houses, Gopher and 
Aster, have been sold and a third, 
the Palace, relinquished, but cir-| 
cuit retains four loop theatres. 
In a message to producers in cur- | 
rent ballet, Bennie Berger, North 
Central Allied president, warns 
and threatens distributors to mend 
their ways on penalty of independ- | 
ent exhibitor retaliation. His mes- 
sage advised major company top- 
pers that so-called confiscatory and 
short-sighted sales policies will 
bring about retaliatory action by 
independent theatre owners. 


ST. LOUIS 


The Empress, a unit of Ansell 
Bros. circuit, joined Fanchon & 
Marco houses in refunding street 
car and bus tokens to customers | 
who present a transfer when they 


J. “Bud” Edele, St. Louis | 
salesman for Eagle Lion, is first | 
man from Film Row to be called | 
into service; he is reservist in Na- 
val Air Force. 

In consolidation of 


duties at! 
here, Jerry 
Bahner, booking manager. takes on 
added duties of office manager, | 


| succeeding John B. Koenig, who 
| retired after 35 years. 


BOSTON 


E. M. Loew back at desk follow- 
ing two-week sojourn at Pratt 
Diagnostic Hospital for observation 
of minor ailment. 

George’ Kraska, 
Beacon Hill theatre, on 
| Beth Israel hospital. 
Embassy Pictures Corp. signed 


manager of 
mend at 


| Pentagon English pix under the J. 
Arthur Rank banner. 


the Charkorohen theatre in Lin- 


CHICAGO 


Chi Film Censor Board eyed 67 
pics this month, rejected none, but 
tagged three French efforts as for 
adults only. 

Dick Satchel reopened the Rivoli 
after recent shuttering for renova- 
tion. 

Balaban and Katz refused to 
renew lease held on Manor theatre. 
Expiration turns house over to 
owners, who will probably assume 
operations. 

Valos circuit is shuttering the 
Batavia, Batavia, Ill., for summer. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Eddie Waitkus, ballplayer who 
made national headlines as the 
victim of a gun-toting gal in Chi- 
cago, approached by Universal 
about a film biog. 

Korean war situation and con- 
ditions generally prompted Sidney 
Samuelson, general manager of 
Allied, to sound a warning to mem- 
bers. Exhibs were told to check 
every item in equipment and 
supplies, and make replacements 
at once. They were urged not to 
overbuy and create a shortage. 


DALLAS 


Edward Preston Carleton named 
new manager of Phil Isley Thea- 
tres here, replacing Charlie Wise, | 
who resigned to operate his own | 
house at Smithville, Tex. 

Donald Ray Crow is new owner 
of the Haskell here, purchasing the 
house from Don A. Dixon. 

Roy Devinney recently 





bought 
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A. W. Odell. 


KANSAS CITY 





filed against the majors. 








stage | 


| Skouras 


| Walker 


,only for one pic, Cowan's “T 
George Cosman, new owner of | Customer Is Always Right,’ which 


coln, N.H., remodeled house and} couple months, 1 t 
changed the name to the Profile. | others will evolve out of this. CPI / an invasion of Texas . . 


‘ 


theatre department. 


| } 
| Directors of the Kansas-Missouri 


Theatre Assn. will meet Aug. 16 at 
Phillips hotel to make plans for 
annual convention Sept. 26-27. 


Closing of the Roxy, second-run 
of the Durwood circuit, forecasts 
a battle for major product in the 
downtown sector. House recently 
has been operating on dual policy 
and first subsequent-run. After 
several months, policy has proven 
/a losing proposition. House shut 
down July 29, and will not reopen 
until suitable first-run product is 
obtained. 


Officers of Alberta Theatres 
Assn. re-elected are’ president, K. 
M. Leach, Calgary; vice-presidents, 


W. P. Wilson, Edmonton, and Doug | 


Miller, Taber; secretary-treasurer, 
Roy Chown, C-lgary. 








| 
| 


Creative Forum | 


' 
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ous designations, CPI shareholders 
named Sam Pinanski, Boston cir- 
cuit operator, as board chairman; 
Lightman, prexy; Cowan, v.p.; Ben 
Trustman, Boston film attorney, 


secretary, and Fred Schwartz, New | 


York chain op, treasurer. Session 
was held in Schwartz's office, which 
will serve as headquarters for the 
group. 

Added to the board were George 
and Sam Rinzler, both 
New York theatremen. Also on the 
directorate are all the-officers plus 
Si Fabian, Robert Dowling, Frank 
and 


tion of pix with a novelty angle. 
Need Strong Distrib 
It was agreed that there’d be no 
effort to set up their own distribut- 
ing agency for the films, but that 
they should be handled via a 


strong, established company. Num- | 


ber of distribs have already put out 
feelers, since the theatres repped 
by CPI shareholders alone virtual- 


ly assures success for a medium- | 
, budgeted 
| named in a week or so. 


film. Distrib may be 
It was also decided to still fur- 
ther strengthen the CPI setup by 
inviting five more circuit ops in 
various parts of the country to give 
the films national coverage. Invites 


| are going out this week and names 


will be announced as acceptances 


are received. 


While the group is committed 
“The 


| may go into preduction within a 
it is hoped that 


| will go ahead, it was stated, “just 
'as fast as unique ideas worthy of 


| its financing are presented.” 


Lightman heard a number of 


| suggestions during his trip and 


‘ducers. He attempted in his talks 


| to wipe away.the popular Holly- | 


| wood idea that exhibs are not in- 


| terested in new ideas, but prefer. 


'the old tried-and-r-‘e type of pro- 
| duction. 
| In his report on his talks, he 
| told the CPI members that he had 
|attempted to impress or 
wood’s creative people that thea- 
ltremen are wide open for some- 
\thing different. 
/on exhib support, he saic, in trying 
radical ideas. 

Production centre for the new 
enterprise will be Hollywood, 
'rather than New York as originally 


iplanned. Change results from 


|agreement between CPI and the’ 
| Motion Picture Research Council, | 


|industry-supported technical re- 
|search agency, to work together. 
'MPRC engineers have agreed to 
| work with CPI on novel pix it is 


| planning, particularly the three- | 


| dimensional. 





Bart Sues on Pic Coin 
Seeking $25,000 for services ren- 


/circuit here recently, as head of | 


Harold Stoneman. | 
|They were all at the session and | 
confirmed their prior agreement to | 
| contribute equally to the produc- 


{invited ideas from a flock of pro- | 


Holly- | 


They can count) 











Ho!lywood, Aug. 8. 
| Edmond O’Brien rides thataway 
in Nat Holt’s western, “Warpath,” 
for Paramount release ... Pine- 
Thomas’ “Passage West’ will turn 
three stand-ins into vocal thesps: 
Jerry Pyne, Marvin Jones and 
| Jean Olsen . Stephen McNally 
‘will co-star with Coleen Gray in 


Briefs From the Lots | 


——T. 


Al Horwits Heads 
| Studio Flack Group 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Al Horwits, studie publicity 
head at Universal-International, 
will chairman the Studio Publicity 
Directors Committee of the Assn. 
/of Motion Picture Producers for 
| the next six months. He will be 
‘succeeded by Lou Smith of Co- 
lumbia. 

Arch Reeve, retiring secretary, 


'“War Dance” at UI, with Hugo 
Fregonese directing Nestor | 
{Paiva drew a comic role in “The 
Great Caruso” at Metro... Vivien 


|Leigh and Elia Kazan checked in 
|at Warners for their respective 
chores as star and director of “A 
Streetcar Named Desire.” 
Ludwig Donath, screen father of 
Al Jolson in two pictures, is de- 
| veloping a musical father com- 
plex; he’s now Enrico’s old man 
in Metro’s Caruso story ... Mau- 
rice Schwartz planed to Honolulu 


for a key role in the 20th-Fox pic- | 


| ture, “Bird of Paradise.” . .. Matty 
| King will double as dance direc- 
tor and actor in “The Bowery 
!Thrush” at Monogram . . . Ralph 
|Cedar’s 40th anniversary in the 
ifilm industry celebrated by direct- 
ling the second unit of the “Illegal 
Bride”’ troupe. 

Alan Young signed a multiple- 
{picture deal with Paramount, 
meanwhile continuing his TV pro- 
gram Metro assigned Vera- 
Ellen to play the femme lead op-| 
posite Red Skelton in “Excuse My 
Dust”... Lou Nova plays himself 
as a heavyweight title contender in 
“Half Angel” at 20th-Fox ... Hugo 
Haas closed a deal for release of 
his indie picture, “Pick Up,” 
through 20th-Fox Irving Al- 
len’s “Return of Gilbert and Sul-| 
livan” runs about 35 minutes and 
may be increased to 55 if preview 
reaction is favorable ... Lalo Rios 
|drew a featured role in Pine- 
| Thomas’ ‘‘Passage West” ... Nine 
, girls picked to play airline stew- | 
ardesses in “Three Guys Named) 
Mike” at Metro are Sally Bremer, 
Jean Charney, Claire de Latorre, 
Kathleen Dennis, Marie Farnum, 
Marilyn Gustafson, Marilyn Kings- 
iley, Marilyn Mochenson = and/| 
| Denise Lemley. 

Lewis Rachmil assigned to pro- 
duce “Roadblock” at RKO... 
Paul Landres will direct “Rhyhtm 
Inn,” musical to be produced by 
Lindsley Parsons at Monogram... 
Paul Stevens Productions bought 
Martin Mooney’s radio play, “The 
Combination,” for filming at Eagle 
Lion, with Mooney as producer . 
Russel Trost signed as casting di- 
rector for Robert Stillman Produc- 
tions King Brothers bought 
\“The Confederate Story” and| 
changed its name to “Drums of the 
‘Deep South.” 
| Warners filed two titles with the. 
| registry bureau, “Amarillo” and 
| “Across the Panhandle,” indicating | 
. Stanley 
'Kramer is talking a deal with 
| Marlon Brando to star in either) 
\“The Children” or “High Noon,” | 
| both of which are ready for filming 
|... Ray Milland narrated six sub- | 
| jects in the World Artists series of 
_shorts, produced by Rudolph Polk 
‘and Bernard Luber for 20th-Fox 
release ... Frank Tuttle signed to| 
| direct “The Magie Face,” which) 
Mort Briskin is producing for 
|Harry Popkin in Vienna... El- 
liott Nugent will direct ‘““The Kid 
from Mexico,’ Mickey Rooney 
starrer, to be produced independ- 
ently by Benedict Bogeaus. 

Walt Disney’s next subject in his 
“True Life Adventure” series will 
|be “Nature’s Half Acre,” dealing 


| with the daily lives of birds and | 
insects . . . Ronald Reagan plays | 
'a cavalry officer in Paramount's 
“The Last Outpost” Albert 
| Sharpe joined the “Royal Wed- 
'ding” troupe at Metro to play 
Sarah Churchill’s father .. . Metro! 
signed Margaret Leighton to play 
opposite Walter Pidgeon in “Call- 
ing Bulldog Drummond,” currently 
filming in London... Henry Hath- | 
away completed “Fourteen Hours” | 
at 20th-Fox Metro handed | 
Eileen Cristy a term pact and as- 
signed her to a role in “Three Guys 
| Named Mike”... Teddy Hart bi- | 
/cycling between “The Fat Man” | 
‘and “Ma and Pa Kettle Back on the | 
Farm” at UL. 





;Oon its own. 


was given a vote of thanks for his 
nine years of efficient service. 


TOA-COMPO 


tM Continued from page 3 —— 














modify the present resolution wi}] 
the TOAers take a walk. 

In calling the meet, Depinet in- 
dicated that other matters would 
also be talked. Among these, he 
said, would be selection of an exec 
veepee for COMPO and ways and 
means of carrying out the plan for 
financing the all-industry group. 
This plan would provide for pay- 
ment of 1/10 of 1% by distribs on 
grosses and a same percentage by 
exhibs on their rentals to bankroll 
activities. 

By reviving the WAC format, 
TOA could ‘make certain that its 
chief objection to the resolution 
would be cured. In the WAC, the- 
atres preserved their autonomy of 
action. WAC had five different 
branches, one of which was exhibi- 
tion; another, distribution, and a 
third, production. Fabian headed 
the theatre wing. TOA now insists 
that it must have a genuine the- 
atre man supervising the exhib 
wing. Outfit is ready to accept 
anyone who would meet the def- 
inition and, on that score, it is said, 
a member of National Allied would 
fit. 

Overall Coordinator 

As in the WAC, the theatre group 
would accept an overall coordina- 
tor for the various branches. At 
the same time, it wants the Gov- 
ernment to name its coordinator to 
deal with the industry. As matters 
now stand, TOA would be willing 
that COMPO organize the new 
liaison group. It could then step 
out and permit the outfit to work 
This stand may be 
revised in the give-and-take of dis- 
cussion today. 

Deadlock has already unloosed a 


pre-opening blast by Trueman 
Rembusch, Allied prez. In_ his 
statement, Rembusch  deciared: 


“We are amazed and disappointed 
that in the emergency growing out 
of the Korean situation any fac- 
tion in the motion picture indus- 
try should withhold complete co- 
operation.” 

“If the tremendous opportunity 
for united industry action through 
COMPO is destroyed by any fac- 
tion for selfish reasons the mem- 
bers of that faction must suffer the 
condemnation of all loyal Ameri- 
cans,” Trembusch added. He wound 
up rhetorically: “Who dares ob- 
struct the channel of cooperation 
between the industry through 
COMPO and the Government of 
the United States? Whoever does 


this must be prepared to suffer the 
obloquy of aroused public opinion.” 





“Panic in the Streets” 


RICHARD WIDMARK 
PAUL DOUGLAS 
ON STAGE! 
FRANCES LANGFORD 
On lee Stage! 


‘On the Boardwalk’ 
Starring Carel Lynne 









RADIO CiTy MUSIC HALL ——— 
Rockefeller Center 
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Dickinson circuit last week re- . 
opened its Dickinson in Mission, | Cohen contends that the singer, of ballying the film before civic | 


Kans., following settlement of the | 48reed to accept 2% of the pic-| groups, clubs, 


Clare Woods, vet executive of film was released in the U. S. early following its 
; Paramount circuit, joined Durwood | this year. 


dered, tenor Jan Bart has filed | 


‘suit in N. Y. supreme court against Swanson Wraps It Up 
|Pictorial Ventures and Martin Gloria Swanson has just wrapped 
'Cohen. He claims that although), up a three-month trek through 
‘he attended rehearsals and made} U.S. and Canada during which the 


the Palace at Plain Oak from Dr. | recordings in 1949 for the defend-/ film actress appeared in 31 key | 


ants’ indie film, “Catskill Honey- | cities. Miss Swanson returned to! 
moon,” no payment was received.| Hollywood to host a_ preview! 

Both Pictorial and Cohen made | screening of Paramount's “Sunset 
a general denial of Bart’s charges. | Boulevard” after a prolonged stint 
welfare orgs and | 


| 


long-standing suit which it had | ture’s net profits as remuneration. exhibitor meets. | 


A Yiddish-American musical, the “Sunset” kicks off in 15 cities 
_world preem_ this 
} month at Radio City Music Hall. | 


> 


} “SUNSET BOULEVARD” 


William HOLDEN @ Gloria SWANSON 
Erich VON STROHEIM 


A Paramount Picture $ 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 











Paramount Presents 


“MY FRIEND IRMA 
GOE 


& HAL WALLIS preoverion 
ON COMME DIANA 
LUND - CALVET- LYNN 
Gian sERRY om Mant 
MARTIN- LEWIS WILSON .n. 
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Slipping Biz Forces 


Ozoners to Use 


Live Shows; Other Drive-Ins Open 


Pittsburgh. 
Decline in drive-in biz locally 
from last year’s peak has a num- 
ber of outdoor spots experimenting 
with live entertainment in an ef- 
fort to bolster drooping trade. First 
ezoners in district to try it are 


South Park, Blue Dell and Colonial. 


all under management of Norbert 
Stern. For his opening bill at the 
three spots, he used Millie and 
her Prairie Pals, hillbilly outfit 
heard over WLOA in Braddock. 


1,000-Car Ozoner at Harrisburg 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Harrisburg’s second ousddoor 
house, the Harrisburg Drive-In, ac- 
commodating 1,000 autos, opened 
just outside the city. It is owned 
by Paul and Thomas Kerrigan, of 
Frackville, who operate under the 
title of the K Theatre Corp. 


800-Car Ozoner Near Atlanta 
Atlanta. 
New Bankheaded Drive-in open- 
ed recently. The 800-car ozoner, 
located seven miles from here, is 
reported to have one of largest 
screens in the South. 


New Drive-In For New Orleans 

New Orleans. 
Barney and Lawrence Woolner 
opened their new Airline drive-in 
here. Believed to be largest in thé 
south, can aecommodate about 
1.000 cars. Woolners also operate 
an ozoner on Jefferson Highway. 


New Buffalo Ozoner 
Buffalo. 
Area’s newest ozoner, the Aero 
Drive-In, opened. Located on Buf- 
falo’s' extreme east side, it is be- 
ing operated by Ronald C. Hoelce 
and Alvin B. Wright. It has 500- 
car capacity. 


Sixth Outdoorer in K.C. 
Kansas City. 
Rosedale Drive-in Theatre Corp. 
opened its new Boulevard ozoner, 
making the sixth drive-in now op- 
erating in the metropolitan area 
and environs. 


Leon Theatres Tees Off 
Dallas. 
Denton Road Drive-In opened 
here recently. It is latest addition 
to the Leon Theatres, and is one 
of three opened by this circuit in 
ihe last three months. 


Beaumont Drive-In Launched 

Beaumont. 
Spindle Top Drive-In opened 
here. 500-car ozoner is managed 
by Jim Woodall. Dr. G. F. Swarts 
and Garrett Parker of Wichita | 
Falls are operators. | 
| 





6 New Texas Ozoners Tee Off 
Fort Worth. 
Maurice Cole and Jack Watson | 
opened the new Jacksboro Drive- | 
In, just outside the city. Ozoner | 
has 650-car capacity. | 
New Ellis Drive-In, first ozoner | 
in Ellis county, opened by Robb & | 
Rowley Circuit one mile east of | 
Waxahachie. Has 400-car capacity. | 
Jack A. Farr opened new 1,000-| 
car Trail Drive-In at Houston. He’ 
also operates Skyway Drive-In at} 
Bryan, where J. D. Duff was named | 
manager. 
The Royal drive-in, owned and 
operated by Williamson & Associ- | 
ates of Abilene, has been opened | 
at Marlin. Bruce Royal is man-)| 
ager. | 
"H. A. Daniels, of this city, and 
Eph Charninsky, head of Southern 
Theatres Co., San Antonio, have 
opened Dixie drive-in in Seguin. 
New $85,000 King Drive-In 
opened at San Marcos by Gerald | 
J. Ebeler. Ozoner has 600-car | 
capacity. 





Ready 2 New Canadian Spots 


Lethbridge, Alta. | 

Green Acres Drive-in theatre 
opened here with Fred A. Levitt 
manager. He is a former Famous 
Players employee. 





Star-Top’s 9th Ozoner | 
London, Ont. 
Star-Top Theatres opened their 
ninth drive-in with the Star-Top > 
south of here. Ken A. Jones, 
chain's supervisor, is resident man- | 
ager. 


Concord (N. H.) Ist Drive-In 
Concord, N. H. 
City’s first ozoner, Concord 
Drive-In theatre, opened by Lock- 
wood & Gordon Enterprises. Fresh- 
airer, has free children’s play- 
ground. 


Ready 





2-Way House 
Bellefontaine, O. 
Combination auto and indoor 


theatre will be completed 10 miles, - 


~- La 


Ft. Worth, 


north of here by Sept. In addi- | 


tion to space for 250 ta theatre | 


is to have indoor seats for 200 per- 


sons, assuring year around opera- 
tion, 


Toledo Ozoner’s Receivership 

Toledo, O 
Louis A. Schrader appointed re- 
ceiver to conserve assets of th 
Woodville Road Drive-in Theatre 
operated by Joseph and Irene Pa- 
kulski. Joseph Krampka, holder of 
a $2,000 unpaid note, requested the 
action, claiming the drive-in is be- 
ing operated at a profit but that 
sreeiags threaten to tie iad assets, 


Col Skeds ‘Diary’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Columbia will film “Purple 
Heart Diary,” a copyrighted fea- 
ture currently running in the 





| Hearst papers, with Sam Katzman 


producing. 

Most likely candidate for the 
top role is Frances Langford, who 
recently signed a contract with 
Katzman. 





Big ‘Lonesome’ Teeoff 
Fagle Lion Classics has set a 


saturation kickoff campaign in the | 
southwest for George Templeton- 


Alan LeMay’s Technicolor entry, 
“High Lonesome.” 

Following the world preem in 
Aug. 24, picture will be 
grooved in some 350 playdates in 
virtually every major circuit 
through Texas, New Mexico and 
Oklahoma. 


Hoblitzelle’s Negro Grant 
Dallas, Aug. 8. 





Karl Hoblitzelle Foundation gave | 
Dallas Community Chest $75,000 | 
to build two Negro day nurseries | 


and a Negro Lighthouse for the 
Blind. 

Other Hoblitzelle grants in the! 
past have gone to Southwestern 


‘Autry Stalls 2 Col Pix 


To Wind Vidfilm Series 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Gene Autry ean’t ride two hosses 
| thataway at the same time, so he 
‘is postponing his Columbia oaters | 
to make 16 television films during 
August and September. He owes. 
Columbia two pictures on his 1950) 
| program. 
| Autry shifted the starting date of 
“Valley of Fire” from Aug. 14 to 
|Nov. 6, with another Columbia 
'film slated to roll immediately | 
after. Meanwhile, he is hustling | 
through his TV commitments. 


Kosloff’s 4 for EL 


Hollywood, Aug. 8 
Maurice Kosloff closed a deal to 
produce four features under the 
Jack Sehwartz Productions banner 
for release through Eagle Lion. 
Production starts Aug. 15 with 





“The Hoodlum,” starring Scott 
Brady. Others are “The White 
Ape,” “Derby Winner” and “Har- 


bor Patrol.” 


PCCITO Meet Sept. 14-17 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Pacific Coast Conference of In- 
dependent Theatre Owners has 
| scheduled its annual convention at 
| Lake Tahoe, Nev., Sept. 14-17. 
| Convention will headquarter at 
Cal-Neva Lodge. 








WILBERT NAMED V.P. 
Christy Wilbert, former ad man- 
|} ager of 20th-Fox, has been named 
a veepee of the Charles Schlaifer 


ad agency. Schlaifer is erstwhile 
ad-pub topper of 20th. 
Schlaifer agency handles 20th 


| and a number of other show biz ac- 
| counts. Wilbert joined the agency 
jin April, 1949, after a four-year | 
j ot with 20th. 
| 
} 
| 





Hallmark’s Bally Meet 
Wilmington, O., Aug. 8. | 
Three-day exploitation conclave 
|for Hallmark Productions’ product | 
is slated to get underway Friday 
(11) at Buckeye Lake, O. 


|hoo. TV ad expenditures in New 


Reade in Discussions With RKO, 


Storrs Estate on Jersey Sellout 


Three-cornered talks are under 
way which may result in the sale 
by Walter Reade of his interest in 
the Trenton-New Brunswick circuit 
to either, RKO or the estate of 
Frank V. Storrs. Reade holds a 25° 
interest in the 12- theatre chain as 


" Variety’s Okla. Fete 


Oklahoma City. 
Designed to create interest in 


ithe Heart activities of the Oklaho- 
ma City Tent, a banquet is slated 


here for tomorrow (Wed.) under 
the Tent’s auspices. 

Variety Clubs International Chief 
Barker Marc J. Wolf is scheduled 
to attend the function as are In- 
ternational Ringmaster Bob O’Don- 
nell and Col. Bill McCraw, exec 
director. 





Col’s ‘Petty’ Tour 
With the arrival in New 
tomorrow (Thursday) of 


York 
Janis 


| Carter and four “Petty Girls,” for 
'a city-wide tour of Loew nabes, 


Columbia kicks off a national pro- 
motion campaign for its Techni- 
color opus, “The Petty Girl.” Loew 
junket starts Friday (11). 

Film preems at the Capitol, N.Y., 
Aug. 17. Stage-show will include 
Miss Carter and the “Petty Girls.” 
After the Gotham unveiling the 
femmes are slated for tours in 
other cities. 

Campaign on “Petty Girl” will 
count heavily on television bally- | 


York, timed with the preem of the 
pic at the Capitol, will run to 
around $5,000. Col paid out some 
$10,000 to four N. Y. tele stations 
to launch ‘711 Ocean Drive” at the 


| Paramount. 





B for ‘Blue Heaven’ 
Twentieth-Fox’s Dan Dailey- 
Betty Grable starrer, “My Blue 
Heaven,” drew a Class “B” label | 
from the National Legion of De- 
cency this week. 


| to-eye on the 


| bought out Reade. 


'uation of 


a partner to the Storrs estate, 
| which also has a 25% cut. RKO 
holds the remaining 50°. Major 


‘has been battling Reade in the 


courts for many years over a break- 
up of the circuit. 
Discussions give the first tangi- 


| ble promise of an amicable settle- 


ment. If either the Storrs estate 
or RKO reaches a deal with Reade, 
no further action need be taken. 
RKO can continue as a partner of 
the Storrs interests since the latter 
is not an exhib but purely an in- 
vestor. 

Under a court order of the sue 
perior court of New Jersey in 
Trenton last week, an agreement 
must be reached by tomorrow 
(Thurs.). In its absence, court has 


| declared it will provide for a dis- 


solution of the corporation owning 
the circuit. However, an extension 
of time could be obtained if all 
parties concerned join in the appli- 
cation. 

Reade’s holdings of 25° are 
evaluated in the neighborhood of 
$750,000. Some months back RKO 
offered to pay Reade and the Storrs 
estate $1,500,000 for their 50% 
share in the circuit. While’ RKO 
and Reade have failed to see eye- 
operation of the 
chain, the major is on friendlier 
basis with the Storrs reps. 

Superior court would have no 
objection to an arrangement 
whereby the Storrs estate or RKO 
N. Y. federal 
district court, which ordered @ 
breakup of all partnership holdings 


|}under the RKO consent decree, ig 


figured as willing to okay a contine 
partnership between 
RKO and Storrs estate. Both the 
court and the Dept. of Justice ohe- 
ject only when a major’s partner ig 
an exhib or potentially so. 

Reade has consistently maine 
tained that he has the right to buy 
out RKO at book value under their 
Storrs es- 


| Medical | School, Texas Research; Company zone managers and ex-| Musical is said to contain “sug- | partnership agreement. 
Foundation and Southern Method-| ploiteers from the U. S. and Cana-| gestive sequences and reflects the | tate is repped by the Chase Nae 
jist U. 'da are to attend. | acceptability of divorce.” tional bank in the talks. 
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' You'll thri!l to her radiant loveliness 
‘ in the close-ups! Teresa Wright 
gives her million-dollar complexion 
gentle Lux Soap care. “I smooth the 
*  reamy active lather in well,” 
j she says, “rinse, pat with a towel to 
) dry. Leaves my skin smoother.” 


Let these active-lather facials 


. 4 that screen stars use work for youl 


In recent tests by skin specialists 
actually 3 out of 4 complexions 
improved in a short time. 

You'll love the generous bath size 
Lux Toilet Soap, too—so fragrant, 
so luxurious! 
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Leo Burnett's $22,000,000 Billings 
Blows Up Windy City Phenomenon 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
Talk of Chicago is the zooming 
of the Leo Burnett agency. Last 
year the agency had a single client 
in the network tele picture. This 
fall the clients of the Chi outfit 
will be bankrolling, wholly or in 

part, six major network shows. 
It’s no accident that the com- 
pany, which in its 15-year existence 
has upped its annual billings from 


VARIETY 


McALLISTER, LUDLAM 
TO S-M AS BROWN EXECS 


Sherman & Marquette are ex- 
panding their New York organiza- 
/tion along with increased billings 
'and acquisition of part of Colgate’s | 


sites Zeghenar “Hows boos" BICEN SWITCHES SHOW 
TO OWN N. Y. BISTRO 


All For On for Halo Shampoo. W. A. McAllis- 

Minneapolis, Aug. 8. ter, formerly with J. M. Mathes, 

For the first time in local | comes in as account executive of 
radio annals, a Twin City sta- | Ajax Cleanser and Cashmere soap.| yack Eigen will move his WMGM 
disk jockey show from New York’s 
Copacabana to his own new res- 
taurant. the Jack Eigen Room, 


RADIO 


ABC’s Ripley of the Year; Stations 
Champion UN Pickup Over Comml's 


ABC thought it was going out on # 
a limb when it decided to knock 
everything off the 3:30 to 6 after- 
moon schedule for the only net- 
work pickup of the United Nations 
Security Council meetings. The 
UN pickups, supplemented by net- 
work commentators to lend color to 
the proceedings, were inaugurated | 
last Tuesday (1), and ABC figured | 




















tion, WTCN, is calling its lis- Stuart Ludlam becomes head of 
teners’ attention to the fact |TV-radio for the agency in Chi- 
that another station, KUOM, | cago, New York and Hollywood. 
is broadcasting a vital, timely | Announcement of successor 





to 





it was worth a try for a few days, 


at any rate, until the sponsor and | 


station squawks started rolling in. 

Network execs practically did a 
double-take, however,. when, by 
weekend, the mail started pouring 
in. The stations, despite the fact 
that it meant coin out of the till by 
sacrificing commercial segments, 
were all for it and expressed a 
preference for its continuance. As 
of yesterday ‘Tues.) not a single 
beef had been registered. The 
stations claim 
ence away from the other web af- 


filiates and indies; that the drama | 
Council | 


inherent in the Security 
sessions, plus public anxiety over 
the current Russo-UN crisis, are 
packing ‘em in at the 
Nielson gate. (One station wrote in 
to say “it’s the greatest idea since 
*Stop the Music.’”’). Newspapers 
generally throughout the country 
have been landing the network 
pickup of the UN sessions. 

As result ABC plans to continue 
the pickups through the month of 
August. 


and local spots. 

Effective tomorrow (Thurs.) the 
web will do a repeat playback of 
edited highlights, cross-the-board 
at 10:30-11 p.m., because of letters 
requesting an evening airing 


20th’s $6,000 Saturation, 
Drive on N. Y. Stations 
As ‘No Way Out’ Come-on 


20th-Fox’s saturation campaign 
for its ‘No Way Out” in Gotham, 
which will use nine independent 
radio stations on Aug. 13, 14 and 
15, will get extra special attention 
from the broadcasting and film in- 
dustries. Reason is that AM is 
being used exclusively, shortly 
after Columbia’s recent test with 
video-only broadcast advertising 
for “711 Ocean Drive.” 

For “711,” Columbia approached 
tele stations in New York and 
spent $2,000 apiece on WNBT, 
WOR-TV, WJZ-TV, WPIX and 
WABD. (‘(WCBS-TV didn’t make a 
bid.) Each made a package of 
spots and participations, which av- 
eraged around 25 plugs daily on all 
five outlets. They had a bigger 
selection of clips from the film row 





than any other studio to date has | 


made available. 

Results from the two campaigns 
will not be strictly comparable, 
since “711” has the advantage of a 
vaude show at the Par and be- 
cause “No Way Out” has a tolerance 
theme with presumably less draw 
than the “711’” betting syndicate 
motif. 

However, AM advocates feel that 
20th may get more from its radio 
expenditure, which is reportedly 
around $6,000. It bought, via Bu- 


chanan agency, 15 spots daily for. 


the three-day span on the nine sta- 
tions: WNEW, WMCA, WINS, 
WMGM, WLIB, WEVD, WWRL, 
WHOM and WOV. It will get a total 
of 405 spots during the saturation 
drive. 


STEINER EXITS MORRIS 





AGENCY, JOINS ASHLEY 


Ira L. Steiner, for the past 10 
years with the William Morris 


agency, has left to join Ted Ashley | 
He had worked with | 


Associates. 
Wallace S. Jordon, chief of WM’s 
radio and tele department, and had 
handled such deals as 
Hope video shows for Frigidaire 
and “Pulitzer Prize Plays,’”’ which 
Schlitz bought on ABC-TV. 
George Gruskin, Coast head of 
WM, fiew to Gotham Monday (7) 


‘hey’re taking audi- | 


Hooper- | 


Commercial shows affect- | 
ed include several network co-ops, | 
a flock of station biz and national | 


\ (and 


the Bob 


program, the present United 
Nations’ Security Council ses- 
sions, and inviting its lis- 
teners to switch over if they’re 
interested. Radio folks here 
says it’s a most unusual ges- 
ture calculated to cement good 
public relations. 

WTCN, Twin City ABC out- 
let, decided it couldn’t make 
room for the ABC weekday 
UN broadcasts, having much of 
its afternoon sustaining time 
sold. It offered them to 
KUOM, University of Minne- 
sota non-commercial station, 
and the latter decided to carry 
them as a public service. 

KUOM estimates the station 
is attracting the largest listen- 
ing audiences in its history. 


Paley, Sinatra 
Iron Out Kinks 


CBS board chairman William S. 
Paley arrived back from a Euro- 
pean jaunt last week and immedi- 
ately went into a huddle with 
Frank Sinatra, who has_ been 
under verbal commitment to the 
network for a_ television show 
probably a radio program) 
next season. 

Details embracing 
contract for Sinatra’s exclusive 
services had not been finalized 
prior to Paley’s trip abroad and 
even though several minor kinks 
were still to be ironed out as the 
result of last week’s huddle, it’s 
now considered a certainty that 
Sinatra’s Saturday night CBS-TV 
show will go to the post in the fall. 

The ‘web’s programming chief, 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., is currently 
whipping up the production de- 
tails. In addition, Sinatra will 
likely do a pre-transcribed radio 
series for the network. 

After huddling with Paley, Sina- 
tra hopped to Paris last Thursday 
(3) for a 10-day stay. 


is 








a three-year 





‘MACHINISTS UNION’S 
LABOR DAY DRAMA 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


History of the International 


Assn. of Machinists will be drama- | 


tized in “Boomer Jones,” half- 
hour dramatic show by Morton 
Wishengrad which is being readied 
for a _ coast-to-coast Labor Day 


broadcast. Brian Donlevy, William 
Holden and Marie MacDonald al- 
ready have been set for star roles 
with Mel Ferrer directing. 
Labor radio consultant M. S. No- 
vik worked out the basic details 
during a recent trip here from New 
York and IAM public relations di- 
rector Gordon Cole 


completing arrangements. Special 


music has been cleffed by David | 
Harold | 
Barney | 


Raksin and James Bell, 
Vermilyea, Jeff Corey, 
Phillips, Tom Powers, Earle Ross, 
Michael Ross and Herbert Vigran 


have been set for supporting roles. | 


Hy Averback will handle the an- 
nouncer’s chores. 





Wildroot Eyes ‘Dagger’ 


For Sun. Aft. Pickup 


Although Wildroot has cancelled 


| Sherman heads up the New 
agency operation. 


Liberty's Bid As 


is here now) 


Carl Brown, recently resigned to 
start his own agency, will be made 
shortly. In the meantime Stuart 
York 





Fifth Network: 


Preems in Oct. 


Dallas, Aug. 8. 

Broadcasting System, 
which sprang up three 
ago with the airing of 
created baseball games, says 
set to become the fifth U. S. 
with fulltime broadcasting 
States on Oct. 2. 

LBS now has 237 outlets taking 
its programs in 34 states. 
are outside the northeast and mid- 
west major league baseball belt. 

New web will not sell programs 
to national bankrollers but will 
offer them to stations for a set fee 
with the affiliates peddling them 
to local backers on a co-operative 


Liberty 
network 
years re- 

it's 
web 


to 48 


basis. Co-op policy will be used, 
LBS veepee Jim Foster said, be- 
cause local outlets can clear “six 


or seven times as much on a local | 


sale as they’d get from our net- 
work account after discounts.” 
Web will also air Yankee pro 
football games, with WINS, N.Y... as 
the Gotham outlet. On Sundays 
when Yankees don’t play, N. Y. 
Giants will be picked up by Ted 
Husing, Foster said. 
Programming plans include: 
nighttime play-by-play sports about 


two hours daily; Army football 
games, with Ted Husing; “Liberty 
Minstrels”; a news commentator 


from Washington and three news- | 
from the. capital; | 
evening; | 
,Army and Navy basketball on Sat- | 


per day 
remotes 


casts 
band in late 
;urday afternoons after the grid 
| season: Louisiana State U. football; 
‘and “Great Days in Sports’ with 
Gordon McLendon (who also heads 
LBS). 

LBS is also planning a stanza 
'ealled “Cross Words and Sweet 


'Musie,” along the lines of its ‘““Mu-| 


sical Bingo” airer. 





‘Nielsen Figures Show 
~ How US. Radio Listening 


_ Habit Has Snapped Back 


Chicago, Aug. 8 

| Nationwide radio listening 
habits, which have been toboggan- 
ing since last year, have snapped 
| back and are now higher than in 
| the comparable period of 1949, as 
| against earlier losses of 5 to 10% 
| when compared with last 


for early July. 
'est is responsible, 
broadcasts showing 
increases. 

Morning and afternoon listening, 
| formerly slightly below the 
figure, is now up 5%. Nighttime 
listening, which all year had taken 
a 10 to 15% shellacking when com- 
pared with 1949, is now on a par 
with last year. 


with news 
outstanding 








out on the Sunday night at 8 “Sam | Stalemated 


Spade” show on NBC, the client, via 
BBD & O agency, has put in an 
order for the 5:30 to 


afternoon time on the web for 


° a) 
sponsorship of a new show this | 
(NBC, meanwhile, is pitch- | 


fall. 


to pinchhit on pending negotia- ing up “Spade” to other prospect- 


tions. 


Steiner, who joined WM to head | 


ive clientst> 


Wiidroot has shown some _ in- 


its ad and publicity dept., later terest in the “Cloak and Dagger” 
handled recordings and transcrip- adventure series, currently heard 
tions and after a tour in the serv-| sustaining in the Sunday 4 p.m. 


« ice joined the AM-TV dept. Ashley, | slot. 


If bought “Dagger” would 


incidentally, is also a WM alumnus. | be moved into the 5:30 period. 


’ 


— —o 


6 Sunday | 





Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Network _ staffer, inquring 
why he was given notice, was 
told that The Boss objected to 
his playing chess during work- 
ing hours. 

“He doesn’t care if you play 
gin rummy, shoot craps, or 
hold a secretary’s hand during 
working hours. But playing 
chess requires brain work, and 
if you’re going to think during 
office hours, you should think 
about the network.” : 


These | 


‘along Cassidy,” 


| relinquish it. 


year, | 
according to A. C. Nielsen’s report | 
Korean war inter- | 


1949 | 


starting Sept. 23. He closes at the 
Copa Sept. 22, completing four 
vears of broadcasting from the 
nitery.. New site is the old Monte 
Carlo Beach Club on East 54th St. 
off Madison Ave. 

Meanwhile, the Copa, after talk- 
ing to several radio _ stations, 
signed with WVNJ, Newark, N. J. 


station, to broadcast the all-night 
stint. A staff disk jockey will 
handle the show. 


owns the new 
Leonard 


Eigen, who 
taurant with 
Majestic Radio topper, will con- 
tinue broadcasting seven days a 
week, from midnight to 4 a.m. He 
described his departure from the 
Copa as completely amicable. 


Stations Yield On 
NBC Armour Tim 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

NBC exec veepee Charles R. 
Denny apparently has been at least 
partially successful in his pleas to 
affiliates for additional network 
time. The web last week was able 
to close the deal with Armour 
whereby the meat packing firm 
picked up a quarter-hour cross-the- 
board time strip previously in the 
station time category. 

Time bought by Armour 
11:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
central time zone and the 1:15 to 
1:30 p.m. slot in the eastern zone. 
The show, as yet unpicked, will be 


res- 





aired live in the central and west- | 


ern zones and repeated in the pm 
period in the east starting Sept. 4. 
Foote, Cone and Belding is the 
agency. 





-MBS’ GEN. FOODS 


BILLINGS-AT STAKE 


Mutual may find itself losing a 
good slice of billings, and right 
smack in its strong Sunday lineup, 
if General Foods decides to cancel 
“Juvenile Jury” at the end of its 
13-week cycle in December. ‘‘Hop- 


backed following “Jury,” has been 
shifted to CBS. 


hold on to Hoppy’s 4 p. m. time or 
If it drops the pe- 
riod, thereby losing the contiguous 


fully watched this fall with its fate 
next year in the balance. How- 
ever, the period is considered a 
cream availabilitv, and the bank- 
roller may hold it. 

Meanwhile, GF may move “Jury” 
from its present 3:30 p. m. spot 
into Hoppy's 4 p. m. berth, which 
would be a_ stronger position. 


Sponsor has occupied the back-to- | 
awarded Jack Stanley $35.000 on 


back slots on MBS for five vears, 
with “House of Mvysterv” having 
followed “Jury” until the Hoppy 
western was substituted this vear. 

Another loyal Mutual backer. 
Williamson Candy. is now being 
wooed to move its “True Detective” 
to another web. Whodunit is aired 
Sunday at 5:30 p. m. 


Yankee Names Kennett 
To Head Conn. Outlets 


‘Hartford, Aug. 8. 

Yankee network has appointed 
Robert L. Kennett as general man- 
ager of its owned-and-operated 
stations in Connecticut, WONS 
here and WICC, Bridgeport. Move 
follows resignation of Dickins J. 
Wright as general manager of 


| WICC to take over the same post 
at WPAT, Paterson, N. J 


Ashpbach, | 


is the | 
period in the | 





| true crime, a 


which GF also! 


$1,000,000 to over $22,000,000. is 
deeply enmeshed in the new me- 
dium. Leo Burnett, prexy and 
sparkplug of the young agency, has 
been a video enthusiast since its 
earliest “days. Back in the davs 
when commercial network teevee 
shows were still a big question 
mark, Burnett urged his staffers 
and ad chiefs of his clients to buy 
sets for their homes so they could 
study the advertising potentials of 
the electronic offspring. 

Not that radio has been neg- 
lected. Two additional AM net- 
work billings have been added for 
the fall, bringing the total to seven 
shows. The two media will ,share 
more than a quarter of the agency’s 
total billings during the upcoming 


; Season. 


Long considered something of a 
phenomenon along Michigan ave- 
nue, the company mushroomed 


ifrom three accounts when Burnett 


set up the agency in 1935 to the 
present client list of 22. Burnett 
organized his company that year 
after exiting the Chi office of the 
Erwin, Wasey agency, taking with 
him three of its aceounts—the 
Hoover Co., Realsilk, and the Min- 
nesota Valley Canning Co., now 
the Green Giant Co. 

Company, which last Friday (4) 
celebrated its 15th anni, considers 

(Continued on page 36) 





Plagiarism Claimed 
In Alan Hynd’s 1006 
Suit Vs. NBC’s ‘Wanted’ 


In N. Y. federal court Friday (4) 
NBC and McGraw Associates, pro- 
ducers of “Wanted,” were slapped 
with a $100,000 plagiarism suit bv 
writer Alan Hynd. 

Also named as a defendant in 
Hynd’s action was Martin Rich- 
mond, the McGraws’ attorney. 
Hynd charges that the McGraws 
approached him: last year in search- 
of a program idea built around 
subject that earns 
Hynd around $50,000 annually 
through books, mags and foreign 
syndication. He says McGraws 
made a verbal agreement that Hynd 
would be a full partner in any 
program eventuating from his 


Question now is whether GF will | ideas and know-how, and that he 


had come up with the “Wanted” 
idea. 


He worked with McGraws in 


‘rate discount. “Jury” will be care- | selling NBC the idea and cut three 


,auditions, he claims, but the Mc- 


Graws inked a pact with NBC with- 
out his knowledge. He adds he 
was slated to do the narration but 
walked off two days before the 
preem. 


CBS Slapped for $35,000 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
State supreme court here has 
his charges that the web’s “Holly- 
wood Presents” was based on the 
layout, “Walter Wanger Presents,” 
which he tried to sell the net. 


‘COTTY’ TO N. ¥. AS 
E-W RADIO-TV HEAD 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Erwin-Wasey is moving C. H. 
Cottington to New York to head 
up radio and television. For the 
past two years he has handled pro- 
duction of the Carnation shows 
from here. 

Fred Jordan, executive veepee 
of the agency, will pick a succes- 
sor to direct the firm’s ,radio ac- 
tivities. Charles Lowe continues 
as director of TV in Hollywood. 








Kennett has been g.m. of WONS | FEEN-A-MINT’S SPOT DRIVE 


for the past two years. At the same | 

H. | 
ae program director of WONS., | 
| to 


time, Yankee upped Ralph 


station supervisor. Charles 


Feen-a-Mint is launching a heavy 
spot campaign for 32 weeks, start- 
ing next month. Laxative last 
spring made a 13-week test, as 8 


Parker, WICC sales manager, was| result of which the new drive is 


tina to supervisor of that out- | 
et. 


being incepted. 
Agency is Duane Jones. 
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Legit to AM-TV Scorecard 


The following represent the former legit houses taken over by 
the networks as the radio-TV studio space situation in New York 


grows more and more acute: 


NBC 


Belasco theatre, West 44th stree 


Hudson theatre, West 44th street (for TV). 


International theatre, Columbus 


Center theatre, Rockefeller Center, Sixth avenue (for TV). 
CBS 
Hammerstein theatre (now Playhouse No. 3), 53rd street and 


Broadway (for radio and TV). 


Avon theatre (now Playhouse No. 2), West 45th street (for radio). 
Maxine Elliott theatre (now Playhouse No. 51), West 39th street 


(for TV). 
New York theatre (now Playhou 
radio and TY). 


ABC 


Vanderbilt theatre, West 48th st 


Ritz theatre, West 48th street (for radio and TV), 

58th Street theatre (reopens in Sept.) (for TV). 
MUTUAL 

Longacre theatre, West 48th street (for radio), 
DuMONT 

Adelphi theatre, West 54th street (for TV). 


Ambassador theatre, West 49th 


WOR, N. Y. 


New Amsterdam Roof, West 42d 


(CBS has also taken over the Town theatre, Ninth avenue film 
house, and also owns the Alvin theatre on West 52nd street, but 


under an arrangement whereby it 
Stein continues for AM-TV purpo 


t (for radio), 


Circle (for TV). 


se No. 52), West 54th street (for 


reet (for radio). 


street (for TV), 


street (for radio and TV). 


remains legit and the Hammer- 
ses.) 








Sing It Avain’ Set 


Now a $2,500,000 CBS Bonanza’ 


for Ash Heap, 





Luden’s is coughing up $18,000 # 
a week for time and talent for a 
simulcast pickup of a quarter-hour 
of CBS’ Saturday night “Sing It 
Again” giveaway show. That gives 
the program a sellout status on | 
both AM and TV, with the Luden’s | 
deal, effective Oct. 7, negotiated | 
on a 30-week basis (extending | 
through what the company regards | 
as the seasonal stretch for colds), 
for a total CBS “take” of $900,000. | 


(Time-talent rate for a 15-min- | 





ute simulcast pickup of “Sing It” 
normally runs to $16,500 a week, 
which includes discounts for an- 
nual contracts, but Luden’s pays 
the hiked rate because of the 30- 
week deal.) 

Fact that “Sing It Again” is now 
sold out and brings in annual AM- | 
TV billings for time and talent of | 
approximately $2,500,000, repre-' 
sents a major victory for board} 
chairman William S. Paley, who | 
initially projected the idea shortly | 
after ABC’s “Stop the Music’ hit | 
the bankroll and audience jackpot. | 
For a long period “Sing It Again” | 
played the sustaining circuit and 
more than once the network was | 
on the verge of yanking it. It 
wasn't until months following the | 
preem that it picked up its first | 
sponsor—Arrid. Others followed. | 
CBS then decided that, like Arrid, 
why play it half-safe? And it went 
on video, too. 


Pour Oil Coin On 
Troubled Korea 


The old adage “scratch a major 
oil company’s bankroll and you'll 








Stupendous! 
Dick Pack, program mana- 


ger of WNEW, N. Y., lays 
claim to the novelty of the 
year in radio. 

He’s gonna use a_ disk 


jockey for a disk jockey show. 


CBS’ Doubling 
Profits Reflects 
Healthy AM State 


CBS’ mid-year financial state- 
ment revealed at last week’s meet- 
ing of the board of directors re- 
flects generally the healthy state 


of radio, despite the ominous 
rumblings inspired by television's 
upsurge. 

While the consolidated income 
statement represents overall fig- 
ures embracing Columbia Records 
and other Columbia subsidiaries, 











the “blue skies’ financial state-| 
ment is attributed mainly to in-| 
creased radio billings, 


although | 
(Continued on page 40) | 
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BUT LEGITS ONLY 
| VIDED STOPSH 


y GEORGE ROSEN 


Radio and television are moving 
into the Broadway sector of New 
York at such accelerated pace that | 
15 legitimate theatres have already | 
been taken over by the networks 
for AM and TV originations. 

| 
| 








Extent to which the radio-video 
sphere of show business are “‘spill- | 
ing over” into the legitimate the-| 
atre end is reflected in the fact | 
that the 15 properties represent | 
practically half the number of the | 
32 theatres that will remain in the 
legitimate fold this fall. 

It’s anticipated that by the end 
of the year possibly half a dozen 
more houses will be leased or sold, 
to the ‘networks, primarily for TV, | 
as the studio situation in N.Y. be- 
comes increasingly acute. 

As far as the Broadway theatre 
owners are concerned, the network | 
deals in most cases add up to} 
“manna from heaven” in view of 


} 
| 


ithe dearth of suitable legit attrac- 
| tions. 


From the standpoint of the 
networks, there’s a growing rec-| 
ognition that it’s a makeshift, | 
albeit costly, arrangement that 
may tide them over for perhaps | 
several years more at the most. 

Meanwihile radio-TV Mas become | 
the most sprawling industry in 
N.Y., lacking any boundaries or | 
point of concentration as with | 
other major enterprises. In addi-| 
tion to acquisition of the 15 legit | 
houses (see adjoining box for 
breakdown), studios are scattered | 
in such off-the-beaten path off-| 
Broadway areas as 106th street and | 
Park avenue (the ex-Pathe studios 
taken over by NBC); ABC’s con- 
version of the former fashionable 
stables on West 67th street; CBS’ 
Liederkranz Hall on East 58th 
street, etc. . 

Chief objection to the current 
piecemeal buys of legit houses is 
that, in. each instance, it involves | 
costly conversion undertakings (in } 
the case of NBC acquiring the | 
Center Theatre, for example, it’s | 
estimated that an approximate $3,- | 
000,000 will be spent alone on con- | 
verting it into plush studios). More | 
important, it means separate stage 
and technical crews for each of | 
the houses in complying with | 
union regulations and demands. 

While there’s been agitation for 
some time over the need and in- 
evitability of a Television Center 
which could serve the combined 
networks’ purposes, such a move 
has never ventured beyond the 
talking stage. Even if the webs 





should agree on such a plan, how-) the-pboard afternoon slot, effective | 


ever, it’s estimated that two or, 
three years more would elapse | 
before a Television City could be-| 
come a reality. | 


(Continued on page 38) 


FM Means: Fading Money to ILGWU; 


Labor Web Put 





Stark Reality 


Wilbur Stark, of Stark-Lay- 
ton Production, and ABC are 
jointly wrapping up a science 
fiction stanza, “Tomorrow on 
Mars.”’ 

Task of finding a writer was 
given to Jack Mitchell, chief 
of the web’s script department. 
When Stark walked into the 
first story conference last 
week he was introduced to the 
head writer—Sheldon Stark, 
his brother. 


Will Archdiocese 
Let NBC Switch 
Its Catholic Hr.” 








NBC has made a recommenda- | 


tion to the Catholic Archdiocese 
that it move its “Catholic Hour’ 


|out of the Sunday 6 p.m. network 


time into an early Sabbath after- 


noon period. The web is still 
awaiting a reply. 
NBC, in requesting the move, 


cites the fact that, with the trend | 


more and more toward afternoon 
listening in view of video moving 
in on the early evening-nighttime 
segments, “Catholic Hour’ would 
today 
able rating, in contrast to its pres- 
ent 2.0 or so audience pull, if 


switched into the Sunday at 2 
period. 
Perhaps less implied, from a 


strictly trade standpoint, is the fact 


that the opening of the 6 o’clock 


time for a popular-type show would | 
be more conducive toward inviting | 


a tune-in on the upcoming 90-min- 


ute (6:30 to 8) big talent showcase | 


designed as ammunition against 
CBS’ heavy guns. 

“Catholic Hour,” in the approx- 
imate 15 years it’s been on NBC, 
has been a “must” on the web 
agenda, with any attempts to in- 
fringe on time or program format 
strictly verboten. 





Happy Felton’s New One 


ABC has scheduled a new au- 
dience participation show called 
“Talk Back” for the 3:45 to 4 cross- 


Sept. 11. 
This one will have Happy Felton 
as emcee. Persons writing in anent 


: , : ’ personalities will get transcribed | 
Pending such time, video’s pro- | answers 


from the _ personalities 


themselves. 





FM Bands In ‘Do-or-Die’ Effort 


Washington, Aug. 8. 

Sick and tired at the way FM has 
been kicked around, FM _ broad- 
casters, at an all-day open meeting 
held at NAB headquarters here, 
decided yesterday (Mon.) to do 
something about it. Recognizing 
the limitations of action by NAB, 


recognition that there was but one! 


real problem confronting the in-| 


dustry, beside which other issues Elliott M. Sanger of WQXR, New) 


are subordinate. The issue, it was | 
realized, is receivers. It was up to) 
the broadcasters, it was decided, | 
to find out why the sets aren’t| 


being marketed and, if it should operations of the committee was | 


owned by labor unions. Other 
members of the committee are 


York, Raymond S. Green, of 

WFLN, Philadelphia, and Ray 

Furr, of WIST, Charlotte, N. C. 
A small fund to finance initial 


command a more respect-| 


because of its composite member- 


be found that there is a deliberate | subscribed by the 28 broadcasters | 


ship, the broadcasters organized a 
five-man action committee, com- 
posed. of both members and non- 
members of NAB, to start function- 


find a news commentator” was 
given further credence last week 
when Richfield Oll revamped its 
radio sponsorship plans. ing immediately to carry out a 
Richfield notified CBS last! series of resolutions to get FM out 
week that it was dropping spon-| of its doldrums and push its poten- 
sorship of “Escape” to latch on to | tialities. 
Saturday and Sunday news com-| he meeting was marked by | 
mentaries, the move refl&cting | heated discussion of the FM re-| 
anew the upbeat in sponsored! ceiver problem, with names of | 
news programming in the wake of | manufacturers mentioned openly | 
the Korean war crisis. in criticism of lack of cooperation 
Oil company is buying the 6:45| with NAB in its efforts to de- 
to 7 p.m. Saturday time for a|termine whether demands for FM 








obstruction on the part of manu- | attending the meeting, in advance 
facturers, to bring the problem to; of contributions from other FM 
the attention of the proper stations who were invited to send 
agencies. | $10 checks to acting chairman Ray- 
Decision to name the five-man | mond Green, c/o WFLN, Philadel- 
“all-industry” committee, although | phia 28, Pa. 
obviously a behind-the-scenes ma-| Of a series of 10 resolutions 
neuver, came after Harold Hirsch- voted at the meeting, two were 
mann, of WABF, New York, | left to the all-industry committee 
emphasized the importance of havy- alone to carry out. One of these 
ing a group which had freedom | provided that all FM stations, after 


to act speedily. He told the meet-|a meeting with the manufactur- | 
ing he had conferred with FCC ers, “immediately join in an or- | 
chairman Wayne Coy who gave, ganized campaign to promote FM | 


him assurance the commission | by broadcasting slogans like ‘If you 
would be receptive to any pro- buy a new radio or TV set without 





Larry LeSeuer news stanza, and) 
Sundays 1 to 1:15 p.m. for Charles 
Collingwood. 

Only the week previous CBS 
rabbed a _ second oil company 
ankroller for Ed Murrow, the 
Quaker State Oil Co. buying the 


(Continued on page 40) 





sets are being met. It was charged 
that in certain areas market re- 
quirements are being ignored and 
that the “whole attitude doesn’t 
jibe with the economics of the 
situation.” 


For the first time in a gathering 
of FM broadcasters, there was 





posals to aid FM. 
Novik as Chairman 


FM, you are buying an obsolete 
radio,’ or (‘a set without FM is 


Hirschmann was named a mem- " : 
ber of the committee which has|, The other resolution requires 
as its chairman Morris Novik, who | that individual stations “call upon 
represents FM station WFDR, New their Congressmen and the FCC to 
York, and four other FM outlets (Continued on page 40) 


only one-half of a modern radio’).”’ | 


on Austerity Basis 


+ The International Ladies Gar- 


{ment Workers Union has decided 
| it’s losing too much money on its 
| FM labor stations, notably in the 
| operation of WFDR in New York, 
and WVUN in Chattanooga (situa- 
| tion as regards its third station, 
| WKM in Hollywood, is not as dras- 
| tic, with an AM application for a 
| Burbank station now pending). 

| David Dubinsky, ILGWU topper, 
| has been reappraising the union’s 
| financial stake in FM. Apparently 
| Dubinsky and the ILGWU board 
| of directors aren’t too happy with 
| the picture at it presently shapes 
_and have passed the word along to 
| Morris Novik, the union’s radio 
| consultant, who masterminds the 
eee operations, to  in- 





augurate an ‘austerity policy” de- 
signed to eliminate all the frills. 

As result, Aug. 28 will be D— 
| for Decision—Day when ILGWU 
Board meets to vote on Novik’s 
recommendations to pare WFDR’s 
operation to keep the losses down 
to $75,000 a year (instead of about 
|double that amount). It’s figured 
the ILGWU can sustain it at the 
|75G figure for the next five years 
| or so. 
| WVUN in Chattanooga has been 

losing $60,000 a year, and Novik 
recommends that savings be af- 
| fected to pare the loss to $30,000. 
Similar retrenchments will be put 
into effect on the Coast. 

In its revaluating of its stake in 
radio, the ILGWU reportedly has 
abandoned all plans for acquisition 
of WINS, the Crosley-owned 
50,000-watt operation in N. Y, 


Harris-Faye Still 
Dangling Midair 


Charles R. Denny, NBC’s exec 
| veepee, and Ben Duffy, prez of 
BBD&O agency, were scheduled 
to hop to Europe last week for 
huddles with Phil Harris and Alice 
Faye on their upcoming NBC pro- 
gramming plans. Trip was put 
off at the last minute, however, 
with Harris due back in the next 
few days, when the three will sit 
down to resolve the stalemate. 
Apparently everything’s in a 
state of flux regarding the Harris- 
Faye show, both as to the client 
and time. BBD&O has had first 
refusal on the show in view of tha 
recent Rexall affiliation, since the 
| agency reps the drug company, 
Fact that Duffy was slated for the 
| overseas hops would indicate that 
BBD&O may still have a sponsor- 
ship stake in the team. 
Meanwhile, the Harris-Faye time 
slot on NBC (the,’re both under 
contract to the web), remains a big 
question mark, They're obliged to 
exit the 7:30 Sunday period be- 
cause of the network’s upcoming 
90-minute “salute” series coverin 
30 weeks (see separate story). NB 
| had hoped to slot them Tuesday at 
| 10 to follow Bob Hope and Fibber 
McGee & Molly, in a bid to 
| Strengthen the Tuesday night com- 
, edy lineup, but this plan went awry 
| too, when Lever Bros. refused to 
| have “Big Town” yanked from the 
10 o'clock segment. 














L’ville Indies Signs On 
Daily With a Prayer 
For Duration of Crisis 


Louisville, Aug. 8. 

WKYW, live local daytime indie, 
| has come up with a reverent and 
timely idea, which is finding much 
favor particularly among church 
groups. Station has daily “prayer 
'for the day,” which is aired right 
after sign-on at 7 a.m. Custom 
will be followed during the cur- 
rent war emergency, and will 
| probably be a permanent feature. 
are contributed hy 
| pastors who are members of the 
| Louisvilie Council of Churches, 
and are non-sectarian in char 
acter, 





| Prayers 
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$41,000. 


000 For Transmitters Aimed 


At Voice’ Penetration of Iron Curtain 





Washington, Aug. 8. > 


A vast new program of radio 
transmitter construction costing 
$41,000,000 is contained in a $64,- 
000,000 supplemental appropriation 
for the Voice of America voted 
Friday (4) by a subcommittee of 
the House Appropriations Commit- 
tee. A considerable part of the) 
funds will be used to establish six | 
“very powerful stations” for break- 
ing through the jamming opera- 
tions erected by the Soviet. 

The program also includes funds 
for the distribution of some 200,- 
000 radio receivers to people be-| 
hind the Iron Curtain. 

Testimony by State Department 
officials, made public by the com- 
mittee, reveals plans for a ring of | 
relay bases abroad to beam both 
medium and_ shortwave signals! 
from the border areas of the Soviet. 
The program gives the Voice fa-| 
cilities, said Foy D. Kohler, chief | 
of the International Broadcasting | 
Division, “where we can really} 





Cedric Adamses Set For 


Tranter, Buffalo Radio Ed, | 
Switches to WBEN-TV 


Buffalo, Aug. 8. 
Jim Tranter, for the past five | 
years radio editor of the Buffalo | 
| Evening News, has joined the pro- 
, duction staff of WBEN-TV assisting 
_in the presentation of local TV 
' shows. 


' 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Charles Luckman announcing new affiliation later this week.... 
Brig. Gen. Edward L. Munson, ex-20th-Fox, named director of NBC 
Tranter has had extensive experi- | Film Division. ...Hal Davis, Kenyon & Eckhardt veepee, bedded with 














Mpls. Hushand-Wife Show. ence in radio, stage and screen, pneumonia....George Weissman, of Ben Sonnenberg office, and Danny 


Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 
First husband-wife radio show 
to be staged locally utilizes Cedric 
Adams, local and CBS network 
ether and TV personality and ace 
newspaper columnist here, and 


| playing in NBC serials and for the | O’Shea, of Cecil & Presbrey in Houston setting up Johnny Olsen’s 
past 72 weeks on WBEN-TV’s “The “Luncheon Club” appearance for Philip Morris at Food Fair in the 
Clue.” 'Shamrock Sept. 3-6. 

| Morris Novik in Chi for AFL exec committee meeting. Federation's 





| guests for each show several w.k. | 


} 


‘ e $ | Frank Edwards MBS newscast will originate tomorrow (Thurs.) from 
| ' | Morrison hotel with Sen. Lucas and William Green participating.... 
Mrs. Adams. It goes out over a y Ig Tom Lane, of McCann-Erickson, bedded several weeks with a blood clot 


CBS’ WCCO at 7 p.m. Fridays for | 


a half-hour. | 
: 4-Show Parlay 
localites and they all join in a 


The Adamses invite as dinner 
discussion around the table of do- | ABC is launching a novel Satur- 
mestic problems, giving their opin- day night marathon program 


(ions during a sort of informal de-| “package” extending over a two- 


bate. Problems are submitted by | hour (8 to 10) period. Designed as 
listeners who receive cash awards. | “Party Night,” each of the four 
| back-to-back half-hour shows will 
have a basic question-and-answer | 
formula in which home listeners 


Nielsen, Hooper | a = A Sept. 16 teeoff is 
scheduled. 








....Next year’s Institute for Education by Radio at Columbus skedded 
for May 3-6. Ohio State U’s Keith Tyler per usual asking suggestions 
for speakers, topics. 

William C. Brearley is new WOR account exec and Frank J. Shakes- 
peare, Jr., joins WOR-TV as salesman... The William A. Schudts, Jr, 
(CBS station relations director) have named their first child Alicia 
Marie....Ted Mack, who was gifted with a 50-pound cake from the city 
of Passaic on his Aug. 1 broadcast, donated it to the Kingsbridge Veter- 
ans’ hospital....William Brooks, NBC veepee, and Harry Kopf, net’s 
administrate veepee, sailed for Europe last week on the Ile de France 
as did Paul Deac and Noel Pinault of the “Voice of America”... .Milo 
Boulton of WPAT on radio committee of disabled vets’ “Garden of 
Stars” for Madison Sq. Garden benefit Sept. 20....CBS announcer 
Fielden Farrington just wound his second novel, for winter publication 


come to grips with the Russian by Crown. His first, “Big Noise,” was released in ’46....Oliver Treyz 
jamming and get through it instead ABC program topper Leonard E.| upped to presentation director for ABC, filling vacancy caused by the 
of having to fight it at arm’s length, death of Maurice L. Gaffney....George Lewis of Gagwriters Institute 


as we have had to do so far.” 

One of the seven projects in the 
radio expansion program involves 
the use of new antennas and e- 

| 
| 


power transmitters providing a sig- 
nal “‘of a type never before known 
in the radio world.” 

Much of the testimony in con- 
nection with the program was off 
the record, but it was disclosed 
that $400,000 will be spent for con- 
struction of Voice studios in New 
York and that a number of 100 kw | 
shortwave transmitters will be in- 
stalled on the East Coast. 

The receiver project calls for 
the expenditure of $2,860,000 for 
distribution of receivers, costing | 
nearly $15 each, to key people | 
“who can pass the news around.” | 
These-are special sets, very small, | 
weather and climate proof, de- 
signed for battery operation. 

Questioned by Rep. John J. 
Rooney (D-N.Y.) whether it would 
be possible to get such sets behind | 
the Iron Curtain, Assistant Secre- | 
tary of State Edward Barrett testi- 
fied he thought “‘as many as 50,000 
can get behind the Iron Curtain 
by the utilization of a number of | 


|ments of the industry are burning 
,at Hooper’s and Nielsen’s furnish- 
‘ing ammunition to the forces de- 


| delicate problem to the sponsors 


at they used | JJ_° os 
Se ney rect, but suit want | Univ. Of Illinois Sets Up 


e |Reeg is currently blueprinting 
li ] é on the block programming, involving | 
the auditioning of three new au- 


dience participation properties, 
bd “Take A Stand,” “Laugh Clinic” 
ate ressuring and “Shoot for The Moon.” Art 
| Henley will supervise the produc- 
| tions. 
Assn. of National Advertisers, “Stand” has a celeb as guest 
which today (Wed.) starts sending and a person in the news as “sur- 


| out copies of its “Radio Time Val-| prise guest.” On the audition these 


ues” report to AM stations in TV | will be former New Jersey Gov. 
areas, may cause A. C. Nielsen and | Harold Hoffman and Mr. and Mrs. 
C. E. Hooper some trouble thereby. | Jake LaMotta. 

The report, on whieh its pres- | “Laugh -Clinic” has participants 
sure for rate reduction is based, | bring their personal problems to | 
used Nielsen and Hooper figures. | “Dr.” Win Eliot and “Nurse” Bob 
Since these are copyrighted, the | Quigley, who will have them enact 
statistical outfits had to give their | Toles in humorous situations to put | 
approval before they could be pub- their troubles into perspective. 


lished. Consequently, some seg- | Soy Ea Plant will direct both 


| “Shoot for the Moon” will fea- 
ture Bud Collyer as emcee with an 

" : | “air travel” q & a format. 

manding lower neon : P | Also going into the two-hour 
The networks refusing to sit jineup will be Gypsy Rose Lee in 

down with ANA’s steering commit- “What Makes You Tick.” 

tee on the rate issue has posed a) 


| 
! 








touring the Brain Belt—yYale, Harvard, Dartmouth, etc.—will be back 
Aug. 21. 


Marjorie Hutchinson, secretary to Ted Cott, manager of WNBC, goes 
to altar with Tom McFadden, former manager of station and now head- 
ing up NBC’s Coast video operation in L.A.....WOR’s Jack Poppele 
chairing N. J. defense communications committee....Jerry Shard and 
his WMCA band playing nightly at Hickory House....WFDR recorded 
appeals for blood by five Brooklyn Dodgers....Josh Shelley, Arthur 
Kohl and John D. Seymour new to “David Harum”....Burt Brazier 
added to “Helen Trent”... .Dick Sanders is new “Stella Dallas” player 
...-.Eleanor Sherman joins ‘‘Lorenzo Jones.” 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Joe Thompson swung over to ABC as producer after many years at 
the controls for NBC. He moves into the spot vacated by Jack Worm- 
ser, who was upped to full-blown director. ...Television Authority hired 
Peter Prouse, radio actor-producer, to front for the organization and 
handle press for AFRA and other affiliated groups....Peter Potter was 


, Chesterfield’s choice of the Coast deejays for its jock special Aug. 23. 
| His frau, the ex Beryl Davis, will run his TV show while he’s east tap- 
| ing his bit.... Prentice White, late with the late Berg-Allenberg agency 


as auditor-comptroller, taken on by CBS as administrative assistant in 
the program business department....KECA rushes the football season 
by airing the pro game between Washington Redskins and L. A. Rams 
Aug. 16....Harry Wismer is being shipped here by ABC to call the 
plays while Hank Weaver colors up the byplay....Al Capstaff, pro- 
ducer of the Bob Hope airshows, had a close call last week when his 
appendix burst. He was speeded to the hosp in time to avoid a gan- 
grenous spread and now is well on the mend... .Ted Pearson, announcer 


may change his mailing 
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| for so Many years on “Cavalcade of America,’ 
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— a eet ot 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

With a flock of key issues to be 
threshed out, this year’s national 
convention mi the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists shapes up| 
as one of the most important con-. FCC T0 EXPEDITE 
fabs in the union’s history. Some 
150 delegates are expected for the 
four-day meet which opens here 
Thursday (10) at the Sheraton | 





channels . . . since we know how rate adjustments. One dilemma | : _address from N. Y. to Hollywood. He came out for a sabbatical and 
eager the Soviet and satellite peo-| is that the same kind of pressure Payne Awards for Scripters 3c" want to go back....Frank Cooper is keeping his writers busy 
ples are to get sets.” It was indi-| for lower prices may be used | Urbana, Ill., Aug. 8. | by shipping them to N. Y., where they are not as abundant as here. 
(Continued on page 38) | against ANA members yer gard Univ. of Illinois here has estab- Trekking to the other seaboard are Elwood Schwartz, Snag Werris and 
| by associations = other fields. A | lished the Payne Communications | Jerry Ross....C. E. Hooper being towed around town by Jack O’Mara 
ja time when prices are being Awards to encourage pro and ama-|for friendly and business calls on subscribers to the rating service.... 
. ; pushed upwards, the ad managers | teur writers to give attention to Ellott Lewis got a picture call so he turned over production of “The 
ey ssues walt | of firms in the ANA may find them-) -; nifeant materials and to bring Lineup” to David Friedkin at KNX. 
selves embarrassed. ‘their skills to educational radio. | 
| Another problem is that the ANA prizes of $500, $250, $150 and $100;| JIN CHICAGO ... 
: |includes companies which are also | will be awarded to four scripts ! ; : 

nvention | in the broadcasting field. RCA, | which will be produced and aired Chick Allison, who sold his N. Y. home six weeks ago, to move from 
‘Westinghouge and General Electric, | by the university’s stations, WILL | Radio Sales into WBBM’s assistant sales manager berth, has now sold 
all members of the ANA, are also} and WIUC. Transcriptions will | is Chicago hoine to become WBBM’s N. Y. rep, replacing Gil Johnston 
‘owners of radio stations—whose | be made available for broadcasting | who joins Radio Sales as an account exec....Lyle DeMoss, acting gen- 
(Continued on page 38) by other non-commercial, educa- | eral manager of wow and WOW-TV, Omaha, here to address the clos- 
| tional outlets. jing banquet of NBC-Northwestern U summer radio institute... Ben 
Judges in the competition, which Bodec in Chi on business last week... Harry Wismer planed in to 
| closes Jan. 15, 1951, are Erik Bar- | handle the play-by-play account of the All Star football game Friday 
‘nouw, of Columbia U.; Homer | night (11) on Mutual....Red Grange will assist with the color and sta- 
j ’ E Heck, program director, WMAQ, tistics....Marty O’Shaughnessy, ex-Chi VarieTy mugg, is making a 
DISASTER SERVIC | Chicago; Robert B. Hudson, radio | pitch to loeal stations for a’ news show aimed at teenagers, using the 





‘director of the U. of Illinois; and | 89-strong student reporting staff working for his city-wide teen weekly 


Washington, Aug. 8. | Wilbur Schramm, dean of the com-|®€wspaper. Soft drink sponsor reportedly is interested. ...Chick Show- 


| Pressure of recent military de-| 


Hotel. | munications division of the uni-'| 
It’s anticipated that the bulk of velopments last week caused the) weccity. Peles enla csenes fram| 


the parley’s attention will be de-| FCC to expedite plans for the es- 1) ono ne Fund of N. Y.. of which. 
voted to the formulation of new tablishment of a “disaster commu- | Margaret Walker is director. 








erman, Chi NBC veepce, passed out pins to 31 staffers who have been 
with the company for 20 years and to 13 10-year club members at annual 
NBC outing last week. Ed Davies won the Showerman golf trophy at 
the affair....Hal Totten and Frank Sweeney to cover the Tam O’Shan- 


Lh” see Pl ae eed Eto ofl an Boll a Ee 


RF on rm 

















network wages and working con-| nications” service, discussions on ter golf tourneys this week for WGN....George Diefenderfer, Chi NBC 
dition codes which will be used as which were held in early summer. | salesman, came up with a 32-week renewal for the weekly “National 
the basis of negotiation with the Commission set a deadline of Sept. ‘Wilders Preen For Farm and Home Hour” from Allis-Chalmers and the cross-the-board 
webs when the present contracts 15 for filing of comments to pro- . Alex Dreier newscasts and the weekly “This Farming Business” from { 
expire in October. Current con-| posed rules for the service. Overseas Vacation the Skelly Qil Co., on 25-station regional net....WBBM sales manager ) 
tracts, covering commercial, sus-| . Purpose of the service, said FCC.) (o) Harry S, Wilder, president | Ralf Brent slated to speak at Ohio U’s annual Advertising and Sales 
taining and transcription rates, is to provide emergency radio in | of WSYR, Syracuse, N. Y., re-| Promotion parley in October... John Norton, ABC Chi veep, spent the , 
have been in effect since 1948. | connection with disasters and other | +.-neq to his home-towr over the | Weekend in N. ¥. huddling with ABC toppers. ... Mra: Robert Lander 
‘Another item due for a consid- | incidents involving loss of commu- \orend after a week's shopping | directed the variety show which highlighted the annual Crosley dealers’ 
erable kicking around is the Tele-/ nications facilities normally avail- splurge by Mrs. Wilder, prepara-|Confab here Monday (7)... George Firestone moves from the Chi NBC 
vision Authority-Screen Actors able or demanding the temporary |(o.. to their sailing Sept. 14 on | Promotion staff to fill the WMAQ sales post vacated by Jack Schneider's T 
Guild hassle which has stalemated | establishment of communications | 4), Queen Mary. resignation to join the Chi CBS-TV spot sales staff....Don Danielson, P 
activity in the video field. And, | facilities beyond those a | They'll be gone five weeks, re-|™ember of the WBBM publicity staff for the past four and a half years, ci 
too, the blacklisting issue is ex- available.” By “disaster and other | turning on the Ile de France Oct. | as been upped to assistant public relations director slot at station... . p 
pected to give rise to considerable | incidents,” agency explained it) 94° i. his first trip over since | WMAQ is airing “Don’t be a hoarder—be an American” spot 20 times h. 
discussion, with the likelihood that | meant “an occurrence of such @ j)4 radio broadcasting industry's | @&ily. Slogan was originated by Homer Heck, program manager, and is 
the union will align itself with the nature as to involve the health OF | group of VIPs flew abroad for a | Hal Smith, ad-promotion chief....Dirk Courtenay, Chi disk jockey, re- u 
Radio and Television Directors | safety of a community or larger onth’s inspection of postwar radio | Called to the Army as a first lieutenant... . Bill Jenkins joins WBBM r 
Guild and the Radio Writers Guild area and would include, but not be installations August, 1945 as staff announcer berth he'd held at WTOP, Washington, D. C..... C: 
in opposition to the growing trend. limited to, floods, earthquakes, hur- Se Sam Cowling, comedian on ABC's “Breakfast Club,” leaves this week 
Other business includes the ricanes and consequences of armed for a.fortnight in North Carolina. ' “ 
election of national officers. attack.” Koepf to RTMA i ee hs. ie 
The Disaster service — = Washingt 2 , Cincinnati Statin WCHE | > 
|erate in the 1750-1800 ke band. ashington, Aug. 8. - , e 
GUILFOYLE’S WOW PUB SPOT (the standard radio band is 550-| John H. Koepf, former Washing- | Charleston, W. Va., was first place | D eodorant Biz Perks . 
Omaha, Aug. 8. | 1600 ke). Any fixed, land or mo-|ton representative and television | winner in the contest conducted by! Industry is looking to the new 
Lyle De Moss, acting general bile station could qualify for par-| manager for the Fort Industry Co.,| the Red Top Brewing Co., to find| Chlorophyll deodorant pills to pro- is 
manager of WOW, has appointed ticipation in such emergency opera- | joined the staff of the Radio-Tele- | ,), » tie ti : lvide another coin bonanza such as c 
Thomas M. Guilfoyle, World War tion, also amateurs and commer-/| vision Mfrs. Assn. last week as as- oe Promotion campaign Put! the anti-histamine splurge brought G 
II air gunner, as publicity director | cial radio operators. Both gov-| sistant to James D. Secrest, secre-|°" by the 29 stations airing beer | into its coffers al 
for WOW, WOW-TV and KODY, ernment and non-government sta-| tary and general manager. company’s “Lonesome Gal” show.| With the major drug houses ex- Ww 
North Platte, Neb. : tions would be eligible. There} Koepf, a former newspaperman, | Second place went to WSOC, Char-| pected to get into the competition N 
Guilfoyle has been publicity | would be liaison with individual| was sales promotion director for | jotte, N.C. WSAC Huntington, W ‘for the anti-body-odor, anti-mar- d 
chief of the Omaha Chamber of!or network stations handling dis-| WLW in Cincinnati and assistant Va., took third place. Chi office of | tini-odor market broadcasters are Cc 
Commerce and before that, Creigh- | aster communications on their own | director of radio for Procter &| Ruthrauff & Ryan handles the ac- nosing out a rush of sweet-scented a 
ton University news bureau head. | frequencies, Gamble before the war. count, | biz this winter. fi 
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NBC'S SUN. NIGHT ‘DREAM SHOW 


Four-Web Status at Half-Year Mark | Nh J[ D Acchiliy Webs Look to Mid-August Sponsor 


























CBS’ billings continued their upward climb during June, with 9 bd 
the web’s $5,843,300 for the month representing a 9.2 increase § rt t ( t Em ff 
over the same months of ’49. All the other webs showed minus pu 0 e us ainer 00 
are, gat ey gh pad June of '48, Mutual 14.2 under and 
1 i elow the gure. , + Although the hiatus quietus con- 
On the cumulative side, CBS was 7.5 ahead of the first six months In tinues to linger ove. the radio busi- 


of last year. ABC was 17.2 below its ’49 billings; Mutual 17.4 under 


and NBC 1.7 down. 


ESTIMATED GROSS TIME SALES 





(For June) an. _|10% on Nov. 1. The Long Island | wide sustaining gaps 

NE vi ccicconns sees $5,843,300 4+ 92 into the ,6:39-8 Dim. stretch “oppo | indie, situated about 25 miles from|” While it's generally concluded 
NBC ..ccoee eecccces 5,214,680 — 16 Benny and “Amos ’n’ Andy” start- Gotham, is a daytime only station, /that the continually stepped-up 
ABC . ceececcees 2,831,600 —16.7 ing about Oct. 15. | and announced the hike “to reflect | wartime restrictions will bottle up 
SD. weed cservwnns 1,220,450 —14.2 Masterminded by NBC program) /tS 100% increase in average rat-|Ty and inevitably redound to 
eee veepee Charles (Bud) Barry, the ings and to assure continuation and | radio’s benefit, the network sales 
. $15,010,030 — 2.0 stanza has been kept hush-hush | !™provement in program values.” | hoys aren't anticipating any im- 
Sees | -| mediate transitior, - 
FOR FIRST SIX MONTHS ry ee me Hea af ered by present rates until con- | tisers ply = sm to AM . —. 
int SE ere $36,063,290 + 7.2 Baby » Tt will be a 26-week salute } tracts run out, and new advertisers theless, some of the NBC-CBS 
NBC ..ceeeserereees 32,925,780 — 17 to NBC on its 25th anni, taking recower grasa 4 soa — ae | network brass are confident that 
ABC er ee 19,442,500 —17.2 the approach that Radio 1950 has'| ecte roug ovember, . by the first of the year both webs 

MBS ..vcccccccccees 8,499,600 —17.4 reached its maturity and is offer- | will be practically sold out. 
or ing the best ever in entertainment. phat will take a lot of selling, 
$96,931,170 — 3.7 It will feature top names of AM’s it's conceded. CBS, for example, 


wrapping up ig‘guns 90-minute 


its firg{ 4major assault on| 
CBS’ Sunda ening line, NBC is} 
b 


WHLI’s 10% Rate Hike fw networks are looking to mid- 


ugust for the spurt of activity 


Hempstead, N. Y., Aug. 8. 


variety show, with a talent nut of | WHLI here will raise its rates 


over $30,000 ‘Weekly. 





It will go! 


| that will determine just how suc- 
cessful they'll be in closing up the 











Radio Play-By-Play in 2-Team Cities 


“Hall of Fame.” 

Commercially the show is being 
pitched to a selected list of clients 
for bankrolling in three half-hour 
or six quarter-hour segments. Rea- 





Faces Blast at Baseball Moguls Meet 





St. Louis, Aug. 8. 


Radio broadcasting of baseball | 


games, particularly in this burg, 


is due for a blast from William | 
DeWitt, co-owner of the St. Louis | 
Browns, at the December meeting 
of the high moguls of both the Na-| 
tional and American leagues. De-| 
Witt said present b.b. regulations | 
governing radio p'ay-by-play are) 
unfair to clubs in two-team cities. | 
He is particularly incensed at 
Fred Saigh, owner of the Cardinals 
with whom he has been feuding for 
more than a year, first over the 
failure to eject the Cardinals from 
Sportsmans Park, owned by the 
Browns but shared by both clubs, | 
then when he lost a court fight to | 
hike the rent paid by the Cards 
and then by the radio. Saigh sold 
an “exclusive” to the Griesedieck 
Bros. Brewing Co., through Ruth- | 
rauff & Ryan and the agency put, 
together an 88 station seven-state | 
web to carry the play-by-play of 
the Cards at home and on the road. | 
The Browns, cellar dwellers in| 
the American League and non-con- 
tenders for the pennant for several 
years also broadcast their games 
but have no regular sponsor. The 
bankrollers use spot afnounce- 
ments to carry the financial load. 


DeWitt stated that he has figures | 
to prove that broadcasts of the) 
Cardinals’ road games have hurt) 
the Browns’ at-home attendance. | 
Out-of-town game broadcasts are | 
banned by the league in one-club | 
cities, but there is no restriction 
in St. Louis, New York, Boston, | 
Chicago or Philadelphia. DeWitt | 








! ence 


‘Bride’ Tilts Lux Lid 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Lux kicks off its 16th consecutive | 
season Aug. 28 with a re-creation | 


soning is that a deluxe, kingsize 
airer, constituting a program block 
by itself, can pick up and hold a 
big audience. That was shown, it’s 
felt, in the success of NBC-TV’s 
2\4-hour Saturday evening revue. 

Like that “Saturday Night Re- 
vue,” Project X will use name 
stars, but expects to get even more 
stellar casts. With AM’s smaller 
production costs, the $30,000 price 


of “I Was a Male War Bride,” with | tag will cover seven headliners 


the original co-starring team of 


and three orchs. Musical groups 


Cary Grant and Ann Sheridan. | will be Vladimir Selinsky in N. Y., 


Marks the first appearance of 
Miss Sheridan on the soaper, as, 
she has consistently avoided audi- | 
shows on radio. William 
Keighley returns as producer-host, | 


‘his new deal with the Thompson | 


agency allowing him one cut-in 
from N. Y. every fifth show. He | 
is now residing in Manhattan. 


Rivers Files 2426 


Suit in Savannah 





either Robert Armbruster or Lyn 
Murray on the Coast, and a guest 


dance group of a Tommy Dorsey | 
| 


or Guy Lombardo calibre. 

Talent will include the NBC 
stable—Fred Allen, Bob Hope, Ed- 
die Cantor, Milton Berle, Phil 
Harris and Alice Faye, Jimmy 
Durante, Frank Sinatra, Ed Wynn, 
Groucho Marx, etc.—but will also 
tap other sources. Longhair artists 
such as Jascha Heifetz, musical 
comedy stars like Mary Martin and 


Ezio Pinza, film names like Cecil | 


B. DeMille and Henry Fonda will 
be used. 


many fields will be inked under a 


$3,000 weekly script budget. 
While pointing up radio’s great 





Bristol-Myers’ 
- $2,000,000 NBC 
Billings at Stak 


A decision will be forthcoming 
in the next few days as to 





the radio-televison programming | 


plans of Bristol-Myers. At stake 
j}are billings of approximately 
$2,000,000 a year accruing to NBC, 
|represented by ‘Mr. District Aft- 
torney” on radio (via Young & 
Rubicam), and “Break the Bank” 
on AM and TV (via Doherty, Clif- 


has nothing but open time on Fri- 
day night. A lot of Tuesday time 
is to be had for the asking, too. 

NBC’s major problem appears to 
be Sunday night. With the recent 
notice of the “Sam Spade” can- 
| cellation by Wildroot, the web will 
| go to the post this fall with the 
| 6:30 to 8:30 p.m stretch on the 
| “sponsor availability list, with the 
i|new NBC 90-minute showcase go- 
|ing in as fresh sponsorship bait. 

Thursday and Friday nights also 
pose sales problems for the NBC 
| program-time peddlers. 


NBC's Harvester 








Topflight -writers from | 


ford and Shenfield). 


Thus far B-M has only com- 
mitted itself to a renewal of 
“Lucky Pup” on CBS-TV for an- 
other 13-week cycle. As for “Mr. | Chicago, Aug. 8. 
D. A.” and the two-way “Break| NBC suffered the second war- 
the Bank” spread, the client has inspired casualty within a week 
not committed itself as yet to! when International Harvester de- 
either a renewal or cancellation! cided to cancel its “Harvest af 
on time and program, awaiting | Stars” show last week, effective 
recommendations from the agen-| Sept. 17. Company spokesman said 
‘cies involved. | cancellation was an economy move 
It’s considered a virtual cer-/ dictated by the current unsettled 
‘tainty that “Mr. D. A.” will return | conditions. Company, believed to 
Wednesday night 9:30 have been alerted for possible gov- 


Show a Casualty 





ito the 


entertainment values, the series: 


iperiod. The major conflict that’s 
been holding up a decision con- 
cerns ‘“‘Break the Bank” on AM, 
since NBC’s plan to turn over) 


ernment orders, plans to remain 
out of the network radio picture 
‘for the coming year. 

Harvester exit follows close on 


Radio Council Tiff 


Savannah, Aug. 8. 

Suit for $242,000 damages was 
filed here Saturday (5) by Eurith | 
D. Rivers, Jr., against a group of | 
Savannah broadcasters who make | 
up the association known as the | 
Savannah Radio Council. 
Rivers, in the court action, | 
contends the Savannah stations | 


maliciously conspired to ruin his 
business station. Owne~ of WEAS, | 





| the medium’s advances. 


will also underline the contribu-' 


tions of three great media, AM, 
television and pictures. Tieups 


with the major studios are in the | 


works for the dramatic portions. 


Emcee, still to be chosen, will | 
be characterized as “just an ordi-. 


nary radio listener” looking over 
Produc- 
tionwise, “Project X” will have 
two separate teams working on al- 
ternate broadcasts. Overall plan- 
ning will be handled by Barry and 
NBC production supervisor Leslie 


‘the Wednesday at 9 segment to , the heels of the cancellation of the 
DeSoto- Plymouth for Groucho Sunday night half-hour on NBC- 
Marx's “You Bet Your Life” means TV by the Norge Div. of the Borg- 
'the dispossessing of “Bank.” | Warner Corp. 

| There are reports that Bristol- | “Harvest of Stars” had been 
Myers will convert “Bank” into a| bankrolled by Harvester for the 
daytime cross-the-board radio) past five years. Show, featuring 
‘show, picking up the tab three | James Melton and aired in the 
days a week and permitting NBC | Sunday 5:30 to 6 period, was budg- 
‘to sell the other two days. But eted at $10,000. 

‘here, too, a problem of time avail-; _McCann-Erickson is the agency. 
‘ability presents itself, since the 





Decatur, Ga., which adjoins Atlan- | Harris, both of whom will be freed 


network is sold out daytime and has | ‘ va “ 
met with a rebuff from affiliates Ohio Kids Prefer Music 


declared he will renew his efforts | ta, Rivers is the son of a former | o¢ most of their routine duties for|thus far in efforts to expand the 





to have all clubs treated alike. He! 
also quoted a recent statement of | 


governor of Georgia. .. | the 
Named as defendants in the suit | jeing brought east from the Coast | 


chore. Dee 


Ford Frick, National League prexy , filed in Chatham (County) Superior | as producer-director. 


(Continued on page 40) 





Gardner Hops in From 


Puerto Rico for NBC 
Huddles on AM-TV Future 


Ed Gardner, Archie of “Duffy's | 
Tavern,” flew in to N. Y. from} 
Puerto Rico yesterday (Tues.) for | 
confabs with NBC program vee-' 
pee Charles (Bud) Barry. Latter. 
had made a couple of hops to the | 
island last month in an effort to. 
unsnar! financial difficulties sur- | 
rounding the stanza following its | 
cancellation by Blatz beer. | 





| that after the FCC had given Riv- | 


NAB Pushes Self-Mobilization as Coy 


Key to the new deal may be a | 
“Tavern” television, which Sore | 


ner would like to film in Puerto } 
Rico. 
dependently-produced film there.) 

Nub of the financial tug-o’-war 
is that NBC has another year’s 
contractual commitment with 
Gardner. It would cost the web | 
about $200,000 to give up the show, 
which might then wind up on CBS. 
NBC meanwhile wants to pare 
down Gardner's price, so that it 
can sustain the vehicle or snag 
another :bankroler at the lower 
figure. 


| Court were WDAR, Inc., 
_| Broadcasting Co., Georgia Broad- 
WSAV, Inc., and! 


casting Co., 
Savannah Broadcasting Co., which 
constitute the roll call of outfits 
operating radio stations here, and 
have banded together as the Savan- 
nah Radio Council. 

Rivers, in his petition, alleged 


ers the .green light to operate a 
standard broadcasting station at 
Savannah, opposition developed 
from the Savannah stations. 

The suit points out that through 


(Continued on page 40) 





Dixie | 


| Airer will probably be used to 
preem the Center theatre, N. Y., 
| just acquired by the web. 
| cept behind the stanza is not that 
of a “bucking Benny” strategy but 
| rather, “this is the best that radio 
today can offer.” 


Englebach is, 


Con- | 


network daytime schedule. 

Whether Bristol-Myers will in- 
|sist on retaining Wednesday at 9 
‘(which gives the client a contigu- 
ous rate on billings discount), or 
yank “Bank” off the network in 
retaliation for loss of the time, 
will be cleared up with the forth- 
coming decision on its overall 
plans. 





Sees Only World War 2 Curbs Needed 


Washington, Aug. 8. 
In the first of a _ two-day 





Collier’s Buys Mutual’s 


‘Roundup’ in N.Y., Chi °* 


emergency session, the NAB board 
directors yesterday (Mon.) 


pledged the willingness of the 


Mutual’s newest co-op program, broadcasting industry “to take its 


(He‘s just “finished his in-| «Reporters’ Roundup,” which kicks full part in effectuating all meas- 


| Sessions were called at the re- 


, quest of John R. Steelman, assistant 
to the President, that NAB take im- 
mediate steps to organize the 

, broadcasting industry so that its 

. facilities can be made available to 
the government as required. The 
board authorized NAB -prexy 


‘off tomorrow (Thurs.) at 9:30 p.m.,| ures necessary to insure the na- Justin Miller to appoint an all-in- 


| Over Cowboys, Adventure; 
_ Just Wild About Physics 


Columbus, Aug. 8. 

A poll of small and only slightly 
larger fry taken in Columbus and 
| Franklin counties ought to knock 
into a cocked kilocycle some high- 
ly-respected opinions many experts 
hold about children’s desires in 
radio programs. 

Results of a questicnnaire sub- 
mitted to more than 600 children 
from three to 18 showed that the 
‘boys and girls 1.) listen to musie 
| most and 2) would like more of it. 
| Cowboys and Indians came out sec- 
|ond best in these two categories. 





| “Hit Parade” was first with “The 


‘Lone Ranger” and “Straight Ar- 
'row,” second and third. ~“We the 
| People” was the top “serious” pro- 
‘gram on the first 10 and rated 
‘ninth. 

Asked what programs they’d like 


(Continued on page 40) 








| Mutual's co-oping the show on AM. tary. ot Bi 


has been picked up in N. Y. and tional security and to achieve those 


Chicago by Collier’s mag. The objectives to which our country is 
agency is Kudner. | committed.” Today (Tues.) FCC 
MBS co-op director Bert Hauser | Chairman Wayne Coy told the 


‘reports good sales response from | NAB that no controls beyond those 
‘stations for the airer. 
ded the new show after drepping | foreseen as necessary at this time. 


Web sked- | self-imposed in the last war’ are 


“Meet the Press,” reportedly be-| He said he didn’t plan any more 

cause “MTP” went co-op on video | stringent’ controls than those of 

over NBC-TV which was hampering World War II, which were volun- 
ae peg 


»— + (Continued on page 46)» 


‘dustry committee which would be 
prepared to meet with government 
agencies requiring direct aid of 

| broadcasters and to develop 


KO Robinson Bout 


Radio took the count Monday 





methods for expanding the volun- | (7) night when promoters of the - 


| tary services of radio and -televi- | Ray Robinson-Charley Fusari fight 
| sion. in Jersey City this evening (Wed.). 
| “The nation’s listeners and | ruled that there’d be no mikes in 
| viewers know that radio and tele-/ the arena. 

' vision already have taken the in- Previously 
television, «° : 


they had kayoed - 
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Parker Says Church Won't Yield To 
Soaps, Cigarets for Place in TV Sun 





Philadelphia, Aug. 8. #7 


Protestant Radio Commission 
this week tossed a direct challenge 
at the television networks’ alleged 


over-commercfalism at the expense | 
of religious shows. Rev. Everett | 
C. Parker, commission director, | 
declared that the churches will not | 
be denied access to the people} 
through television, adding that 
“we will not bow before the de-| 
mands that soap and cigarets be 
first in people’s thinking.” 
Speaking before members of the | 
fifth annual Religious Radio Work | 
shop at Temple Univ., Rev. Park- | 
er noted that religion to date has 
had a small percentage of video 
program time. He indicated the | 
main reason for this has been the | 
high cost of TV operations, which 
he said has limited the number of 
non-commercial programs in the 
educational and religious fields. 
He added, though: 
“But there are some network and 
station executives who think of the | 
churches and synagogs as a min- | 
ority that occasionally must be pla- | 
cated. Religion is not a hobby 
with the American people, nor is 
it a hunger felt only by a few. It 
is a basic force in people’s lives. 
If there is an American dream | 
that has the power to excite loyal- 
ties and to make men willing to 
die for their beliefs, it is a dream 
that is rooted and grounded in the 
Hebrew-Christian faith.’”” Thus, he 
reiterated, the necessity for reach- 
ing out to the people via TV which, 
he said, “is in truth a gift from 
God.” | 
Claiming that “radio is only | 
whistling in the dark’ when it in-| 
sists that TV will not replace it in| 
the immediate future,” Rev. Park- | 
er pointed out that even rural res- | 
idents throughout the U. S. now | 
own video sets. Thus, he said, re-| 
ligion must be adequately repre- 
sented on the medium. To meet 
the demands of religious TV pro- | 
gramming, he recommended the | 
use of religious films produced ac- | 
cording to good video standards, | 
examples of which have already | 
been made in the field by the PRC. | 
Workshop is sponsored jointly 
by the PRC, interdenominational 
agency of the major Protestant 
churches in the U. S., and the ra- 
dio department if Temple Univ. 


Chis Chez Paree 





TVer Set for Nash 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
First television origination from 
a major midwest night club gets 
under way Sept. 14 from the Chez 
Paree, and will ride the DuMont) 
network as a co-op. It'll be bank- 
rolled on WGN-TV by Chi Nash 
dealers, and Nash has first refusal 
in all other DuMont markets. 
Tagged “Chez Paree on TV,” 
show will be a revue format, using 
performers appearing at the Chez, 
unless their radio, TV or pic con- 
tracts prohibit, plus the Chez band 
under Cee Davidson, and the line 
of Chez Paree Adorables. Nyles 
Palley will script, John S. Wiggins 
will produce. Package is owned 
by Dawson & Jackson. Deal was 
set by Walker Graham of Geyer, 
Newell & Ganger agency for Nash. 


NBC ‘CAMEO THEATRE’ 
GETS REGULAR BERTH 


“Cameo Theatre,” NBC tele- 
vision’s version of the “‘theatre-in- 





|standard vaude repertoire into a 


|in early autumn will give Cincy 
|} area set owners a programming 





Smith & Dale’s TV Series | 


Joe Smith & Charles Dale (Avon | 
Comedy Four) are extending their | 
video series, which Miles Ingalls | 
is handling. 

Paul Gerard Smith and Chuck} 
Callahan (& Bliss) are scripting. 


Cincy s Banner 
Program Feast 


Cincinnati, Aug. 8. 

Starting Sept. 4 the fall schedule 
of the Crosley TV stations linking | 
Cincy, Dayton and Columbus, O., | 
will be increased two and one-half | 
hours on weekdays, boosting the | 
weekly air time total to 104 hours. | 
Web is affiliated with NBC. 

WLW-T schedule extension plus 
the present weekly WCPO-TV 
total of around 100 hours and plans 
of WKRC-TV to up its operating 
time to a near 100 hours per week 








feast believed to be unsurpassed in 
any other market. WCPO-TV has | 
ABC and DuMont affiliations, and | 
WKRC-TV is tied in with CBS. | 

Crosley schedule announced by | 
John T. Murphy, director of Cros- | 
ley video operations, will kick off | 
at 8:30 a. m. with simulcast of | 
“Morning Matinee,” starring Ruth | 
Lyons. This full-hour show will | 
continue to originate in studio A of | 
downtown Crosley Square for AM | 
airing by WLW. In all that time | 
it has held the record locally for | 
studio audiences, magneting large | 
groups in chartered busses from | 
towns within a 300-mile radius. 

The Ruth Lyons “Fifty Club,” | 
currently simulcast at noon, will 
also move from the WLW-T studios | 
on a hill overlooking the Cincy 
basin to Crosley Square. 


Balto’s Jim McManus 
Set for WCBS-TV Entry 





KEATON SHOW TEES 
OFF CHANDLER ROSTER 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

“Buster Keaton, Show” will be 
the first project of New Consoli- 
dated Television Productions 
formed by Norman Chandler and 
J. Bert Easley for production of 
telefilm. Consolidated has obtained 
first refusal rights on all KTTV 
product scheduled for filming. 
KTTV execs stated Consolidated 
is in no way affiliated with station, 
but Chandler. owns Los Angeles 
Times, which owns 51% of KTTV, 
remaining 49% being held by CBS. 

Keaton show will go _ before 
cameras in two or three weeks, and 
will be télensed over KTTV this 
fall. Execs denied any knowledge 
of possible syndication for release 
to other stations, although program 
is one of those anounced by KTTV 
earlier this year as set for beam- 


ing by 25 newspaper-owned vide- | 
| outlets 


which met locally two 
months ago to discuss distribution 
and syndication plans. 


Huddle in N.Y. On 





WWJ-TV, Univ, of Mich. Set Home — 
Courses; Potential ‘Class’ of 1,000,000 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 
WWJ-TV and the University of 
Michigan announced Sunday (6) 
leti f i 
Herb Shriner kine auditioned a/ completion of brant BPE 7¢ peries of 


university courses to be projected 
half-hour TV show for CBS last; tof 
aide (Peea.), ,into homes by television soon after 





Shriner’s Kine Audition | 








: . 7 ithe opening of the fall 
Shriner has just signed a deal | , é pennner. 

Agreement on the principal fea- 

| courses was reached after a meet- 

F - id . ; 34 |ing of university and WWJ-TV 
| g C 5 |to be announced later. 

| The entire academic resources of 

Set f Se | 3 the university and the production 

or D e and transmission facilities of WWJ- 

holiday one-shot shows for Frigid- | College of Literature, Science and 

aire on the NBC-TV network has|the Arts, commented: “We are en- 

| whether the show will run an hour | Stay.” 
or an hour-and-a-half, it will start} The university has authorized 


with Simon & Schuster for a book t ; of the televi 
on humor, coming out next spring. | =e © e televised home-study 
| executives in Ann Arbor where the 
| university is located. Details are 
TV were pledged to the program. 
Third in the series of Bob Hope’s| Dean Hayward Keniston, of the 
been set for Labor Day eve (Sept.|tering a new era in adult educa- 
|3). While it has not been decided | tion and the university is in it to 
_in the Sunday night at 8 slot and| Everett J. Soop, the Extension 
| thus be utilized by NBC as a kick-| Service Director, to plan courses 


e off to its rotating emcee variety | Of study, publish bulletins, receive 
rl t 0 é show, slated to start the following | the nominal enrollment fees to be 
fags under Colgate sponsorship. | charged and conduct examinations. 


Contract covering scripters in 
video is moving closer with repre- 
sentatives of the eastern and west- 
ern branches of the National Tele- 
vision Committee of the Authors 


|League of America meeting in 
|Gotham this week. 


Group met 
yesterday (Tues.) on proposals for 


gether again today on suggested 
pay and conditions for staff writers. | 

John Larkin, Screen Writers | 
Guild rep, left L.A. on Saturday 
(5) for the confab, since Coast 
chairman Oliver H. P. Garrett 
couldn’t make the trip. Larkin will 
return Friday (11) to report to the 
western branch of the NTC on the 
following day. 

Document being reviewed this 
week is the final draft of a pro- 
posed Minimum Basic Agreement 
which was drawn up by John 
Schulman and William Klein, of 
the Arthur Garfield Hays office, 
ALA counsel. 

After the proposed MBA is 
agreed on by the writers, who in- | 
clude reps of legit, radio, screen, | 
book and magazine scribblers, it | 








Into Fullscale Daytime: 


Planned entry into 


fullscale | 
daytime television programming | 


by CBS, date of which is still in-| strategy planned. If the timetable is 


| 


definite, is to be preceded by | 


an hour-and-a-half cross-the-board 
variety show aired locally only by 
WCBS-TV, the web’s key N. Y. 


outlet, starting Aug. 21. Network 
‘eventually is expected to take over 
| the afternoon hours, at which time 
_ the local station’s programs will 
_be moved 


| periods. 


WCBS-TV’s show is to star Jim 
McManus, former reporter for the 
Baltimore Sun and later news and 
sports announcer for WMAR-TYV, 
the Sun’s video outlet. McManus, 
utilizing the house name of “Jim 
McKay,” will do songs and chatter, 
interview guest celebs and also 
have a cast of regulars working 
with him. Format is tentatively 
set up to follow somewhat that of 
CBS-TV’s “Arthur Godfrey & 
Friends” show. In addition, the 
program will feature some of the 
three-minute series of ‘“Soundies,” 
old tune films recently leased by 
the web from Official Films. 

Plans for the show are being 
set by station manager Dick Swift 
and program chief Dick Doan. 
Duo are also planning a full-hour 
cross-the-board woman’s’_ show, 
which will start a week or so later. 





into the morning 





the-round” technique, has now 
been set to hold down its present 
Wednesday night 8 to 8:30 slot un- 
til the web’s top-budgeted comedy 
show with rotating emcees moves 
into the 8 to 9 hour in early Octo- 
ber. At that time, “Cameo” will 
be shifted over to Sunday after- 
noon. 

Produced by Albert McCleery, 
“Cameo” was one of the NBC house 
packages given an on-the-air audi- 
tion in the company’s Tuesday 
night showcase slot several months 
ago. Success of the audition led 
NBC to assign it a four-week run 
on Wednesday nights, where it has 
been aired since. NBC reportedly 
has several advertisers interested 
in buying the series if they can be 
assured it will get a nighttime air- 


ing. 


'McManus program, as yet untitled, 
|will probably tee off in the 2:30 
to 4 p.m. period, directly preced- 
ing “Home-maker’s Exchange,” 
which starts the web’s program- 
'ming each afternoon. Woman's 
‘show will go an hour earlier, with 
both programs being made avail- 
able on a participating sponsor- 
ship basis. 





Chicago—As a public service 
gesture, indie station WBKB has 
prepared a series of 30-second 
Navy recruiting spots which have 
been presented to the commandant 
of the 5th Naval District for use 
on other tele stations in the Chi 
area. Spots, currently being aired 
on WBKB, were worked up b 
as (Red) Quinlan and Chuc 





ce nee Be — 


| sitting across the table from repre- 
| sentatives of the video webs later 


will have te be approved by the 
membership of the ALA’s member 
guilds. Meanwhile, a negotiating 
committee will have been set up at 
the current east-west parley and 


adhered to, the negotiators may be 


this month. 


Frigidaire program, consequent-|_ “Certificates of recognition” will 
ly, will give NBC the biggest name | be awarded to those successfully 
emcee parlay it has yet been able | completing prescribed courses. 
to muster. Following Hope, Eddie} A Sunday afternoon hour, to be 
Cantor will launch the Colgate pro- | determined shortly, will be devoted 


|gram the following Sunday night,|to the three-part weekly telecast. 


with Fred Allen taking over the| No commercial sponsor will be 
next week. Guest talent lineup|sought. The station estimates that 


: : | 
icsehanoe writers aad will tet te-| for the Hope show is now being |More than 1,000,000 persons, as- 


worked out by NBC in association 


sembled before approximately 
with the William Morris office. 


300,000 television receivers. in 
WW4J-TV’s coverage area, will form 








| tling, a flip of the dial to another 
'feature will soon make telecasters | 
,seek other forms of entertain- 


|'Dr. Clyde Hissong, state director 


‘film censor, that TV stations and 
'sponsors ‘will be responsible for 
|initiating a demand on the part of 
_the public for some kind of cen- 
| sorship 


Dunville Grapples With | 
Grappler Critic; Public | 
Demand’ Seen Answer 


Cincinnati, Aug. 8. 
Public demand is the factor that 
has created so much wrestling on 
television, and “when the public 
is no longer interested in wres- 


ment,’ Robert E. Dunville, presi- 
dent of the Crosley Broadcasting 
Corp., contends. 


Dunville’s opinion was in an- 
swer to a warning last week by 


of education and also chief Ohio 


unless some _ voluntary 


the potential “class” to which mem- 
bers of the University of Michigan 
faculty will lecture. 

The first 20 minutes of each 
hour’s telecast will probably be 
academic in character. Lectures 
on history, fine arts, music and the 
fundamentals of natural sciences 
are to be illustrated with all the 
visual aids employed in under- 
graduate instruction. These will 
include charts, drawings, chalk 
talks, lantern slides, motion pic- 


; tures, maps and laboratory table 


demonstrations. 
The second 20-minute segment 


(Continued on page 36) 





NAB Hits 10%; 


TV Excise Tax 


Washington, Aug. 8. 
Action of the Senate Committee 


|censorship is imposed in the near 





WOR Block Programming 
Policy For Video, Too; 
Daytime Spurt Due Oct. 


“Mystery Movie Night,” series 
of three full-length whodunit pix, 
will be aired every Sunday eve- 
ning at 7:30 p.m. by WOR-TV, N. 
|Y. WOR and Mutual have clicked | 
|with Sunday crime mellers on AM 
|and the tele adjunct wants to 
| project the block policy into the | 
evening on video. It is also basing | 
the move on success of its “Ford! 
Movie Night,” which beams old) 
reels on Mondays at 7:30 p.m. The | 
evening will be sold in 30-minute | 
segments. | 

Around the same time, early in | 
October, WOR-TV will launch its | 
daytime programming operations. | 
It’s expected that the programming 
concentration will be on 10 a.m.| 
until around 4 p.m., when “Tele- 
Fax News” will be aired. Station | 
will lean heavily on WOR radio) 
personalities, including Buddy | 
Rogers, Barbara Welles, Martha ' 
Deane, John Gambling, etc. 


Reagan Mulls Return To 
Grid Gabbing on Coast: 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Ronald Reagan is being con-| 
sidered as one of the sports an- | 
nouncers, calling either color or | 
play-by-play, for the USC-UCLA | 
football games being televised by, 
KTTV this fall. Reagan started his 
career as a sports announcer out | 
of the midwest. 

Final approval, after Reagan and 
KTTV get together on terms, will 
have to come from Hoffman Tele- 
vision, sponsor of the grid battles.. 














on Finance in putting into the Ad- 





future.” ministration’s tax bill a 10% manu- 

Directing criticism of wrestlers facturer’s excise tax on television 
and referees, Dr. Hissong stated:| receivers brought a protest last 
“During practically every wres-| week from the NAB. National 
tling match that is telecast, there | Assn. of Broadcasters. In a letter 
is demonstrated over and over 


that if pays to break rules, partici- 
pate in poor sportsmanship tactics 


,and generally behave contrary to 
ithe rules of the game, and thus 


gain advantage over a competitor 
rather than to play fair. 


“The teaching damage to chil- 
dren and other youth becomes all 
the more serious when constant 
repetition of ‘out of bounds’ be- 
havior is ‘not seen’ or is condoned 
by a representative in the ring who 
is supposed to officially check on 
unintentional infractions of the 
game.” 


According to Dr. Hissong “wres- 
tling matches are very real to chil- 
dren and they can’t be told the 
matches are sheer showmanship.” 

Crosley’s TV Cincy-Dayton-Co- 
lumbus network originates two 
weekly wrestling shows in its own 
studios. 


WDSU’s Dept. Store Client 
For TV ‘Shopper Revue’ 


New Orleans, Aug. 8. 
D. H. Holmes department stores 
will back one of the most ambitious 





| video stanzas yet attempted in the 


south over WDSU-TV, cross-the- 
> i from 2-3 p.m., starting Sept. 

Titled “Shoppers Revue,” it will 
be produced by Robert J. Enders 
agency, which also handles depart- 
ment store telecasts in Washing- 
ton, Philly, Baltimore and Boston. 

Incepting full-scale live after- 
noon video in New Orleans, the 
airer will be scripted by Bob 
Howard, former Bob Hope writer. 


Chairman Walter F. George (D- 
Ga.) of the Committee, NAB coun- 
sel Don Petty took issue with a 
proposal by Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury John Snyder that TV receivers 
/ Should be taxed so that video would 
| be competitive with entertainment 
| businesses. 

Television is far more than a 
/means of entertainment,’ wrote 
Petty. “It is the only medium for 
the communication of ideas which 
offers immediacy, sight, sound and 
motion. 

“In the interest of public safety 
and welfare, television sets should 
be made as readily and economical- 
ly available to all income groups 
as is consistent with the necessary 
allocation of essential materials. 

In-planning for defense, the 


(Continued on page 38) 


JOHN HADE TO AIDE 
FITZGERALDS’ TV-AM 


John Hade, erstwhile program 
manager for WJZ, New York, has 
become business and production 
aide to Ed & Pegeen Fitzgerald, 
the Mr. and Mrs. breakfast team 
on the same station. 

The Fitzgeralds incept a new 5- 
a-week TV series Sept. 11, which 
may run 30 to 45 minutes, depend- 
ing on whether the 11 a. m. or the 
noontime slot is cleared. This 
| would be in addition to their 5-a- 
week AM series. This additional 
chore will K.O. their Hay Island 
(Conn.) breakfast show origination, 
since, of late, they have commute 
in only on Wednesday and Friday 
for TV, doing the AM stint from 











their country home, 
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|} McConnells ‘It Pr 7 
nneils its Later than You to det ecedent, Sta 
d C , 
| Think’ to H'wood Video Aspi Up to 1 AM. With M Sh 
ink to wood Video Aspirants TOUGH RIVALRY p to! A.M. With Mystery Show 
y 
7 Those Hollywood producers who + Television stay-up-lates will soon 
expect to hop aboard the television | Television, for the first time, will . A |have a chance te keep their sets 
4 eriihaend when they think the | Ouch! erupt into phe Aer: battle for rat-| Consider It Said tuned in until 1 am. NBC, with 
e time is ripe may be in for a sur-| Providence, Aug. 8. ings during the upcoming season, | Ed Sullivan, who’s been _ (its pioneering 11 p.m. to midnight 
prise, according to NBC prexy Jo- | How to make new friends in {with all signs pointing to some of | picked up several times by |“Broadway Open House” now an 
f seph H. McConnell. Live video; reverse was demonstrated here the Top 10 leaders for the last two! Varrety for his speech “typos” | established success, is planning to 
n shows, he thinks, have become so last week when Rhode Island’s_ | years going down to defeat before| as emcee on CBS-TV’s “Toast j|open the midnight to 1 a.m. slot 
4 firmly entrenched that there’s lit-| only TV outlet, WJAR, cut jan onslaught of competition before| of the Town,” returned to the |on a cross-the-board basis in the 
\. tle chance they will ever be re- | into the history-making UN the new year. Survey of the pro-| show Sunday (6) night. In fall for a new mystery series. 
e placed by film. Thus, the oppor- sessions for a 5:15 to 5:30 p.m. jected fall and winter schedules; presenting comedian Henny While plans are still in the talk- 
d tunity Hollywood might once have; screening of “Time for Bean- | reveals the networks, agencies and| Youngman, Sullivan declared, ing stage, NBC hopes to have the 
= had of contributing the major part; ie,” an H. P. Hood & Sons clients slotting some of their top- “I would now like to ‘prevent’ new show ready to go by late Oc- 
“ of video’s programming has been package. The move was par- budgeted shows in a “‘let-the-chips- Se tober or early November. Web 
0 almost completely dissipated. ticularly irritating since each | fall” manner, doing it either inten- Catching himself when the would like to get rolling sooner 
Situation might have been dif- cut seemed to come at a par- tionally to nick the competition or audience let out a roar, Sul- but, with so many new sponsored 
d ferent if the major Hollywood stu- ticularly crucial moment in forced into it because of the lack} livan cracked: “What will programs scheduled to start in the 
n dios had been willing to cooperate the deliberations. of time availabilities. VARIETY say now?” |fall, it is not certain exactly what 
s more with TV when it was getting With the national networks Webs and their clients were a/| — studio facilities will be available. 
e started. McConnell recalled that sticking to the UN, a quick little more wary last year. Then, | |Unlike “Open House,” which can 
e some of the top video execs were spot check found most WJAR if a Berle or a Godfrey was consist- | ° get along on 20 minutes to a half- 
;. predicting two and three years ago| viewers switching to Boston’s | ently holding down the No. 1 or No. | e S in arc hour camera rehearsal when neces- 
1 that TV programming eventually; channels 4 and 7 forthefinale. |2 spot, the competing metworks let | sary, the mystery series will need 
might comprise up to 80% film. | | them get away with it, moving their | , as much preparation before the 
y When the film studios adopted » better programs around intention- | lenses as any dramatic series. Thus, 
their “TV stay ’way from my door” ally to escape the competition. | all en a nl the problem of facilities is expect- 
. attitude, however, video was forced ef Re ros e Only two examples to the contrary | ed to be a tough one. 
d to learn how to get along without | were initiated by NBC—slotting the | NBC now plans to follow “Open 
. Hollywood. As a result, he said, | Robert Montgomery “Lucky Strike | ° House” Mondays through Fridays 
° “we find we don’t need Hollywood Theatre” series on Monday nights | a é ocations with a roundup of the day’s news, 
t go much anymore.” ayo to take the play away from CBS’ | running either five or 10 minutes. 
‘a McConnell noted that tele will 3 “Studio One” and teeing off its| Mystery series would then take 


always be able to utilize Holly- 
wood’s creative talent. Those pro- 
ducers, writers and directors who 
have been working for years in an 
allied visual medium, he said, will 


Loss Covered 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 





“Saturday Night Revue” opposite| Four major television networks, 
the Ken Murray show on CBS. This | vying for choice time periods on 


‘year will see Friday as the only | the limited coaxial cable facilities, 
ore of the week when those two | 


webs are not battling it out for top-| Started their allocations meet in 





| over, holding the air until the new 
signoff time of 1 a.m. Schedule 
| will thus give NBC a chance to 
| wrap up new bankrollers for two 
| separate shows and, with the web's 








always be welcome additions to , _|dog position, and DuMont and _/N. Y. Monday (7) on a “United Na- | sponsor list reportedly emerging as 
h TV. But, he opined, most of them et ee ee | ABC, cognizant of that fact, have | tions scale.” Network reps spent |a waiting list in view of the num- 
° joining video's ranks will be work- | sagen .,| already finalized plans to move in| wonday and all day yesterday at-|>er of advertisers desiring to buy 
; i jing of their games next fall. Their | y Fz J “ 
; ing with live, rather than film) gecision is influenced by the re-| ‘Cre: 1 will ott tempting to work out an agenda|UP ‘he small amount of time still 
: shows. leent deal made by the collegiates | __ 0" Mondays, it will still be Mont- | | available, NBC is confident it will 
s NBC topper pointed out that | ithe KITTY. el Pw Focpee yore |gomery against “Studio One.” _To | for the meet before getting down | have little trouble selling the pro- 
7” filmites have always scored TV for|.44 Ty. by which the station and lend further fuel to its ammunition, | to the anticipated arguments. As | 8tams. 
. its “lack of scope” and failure to | . ., though, NBC has set the Bernard) , resyit it’s ex d final de-|. With the network also scheduled 
iI ; sponsor will go on the hook for ; : ult, it’s expected no final de- | 

provide sweeping action. “But,” | 27. aiminution of attendance over | Schubert musicomedy productions,| . . ill b ad Mow ak 3 |to open up the 3 to 5 p.m. cross- 

he said, “who needs that?” He orecTV mens spe . | sponsored by Procter & Gamble, to | ©1S10n will be reached for at least the-board time in the fall, addition 
ad pointed ‘out that the medium has | Pp pineesg sie /alternate with Montgomery, on the | three or four weeks. | (Continued on page 38) 
e (Continued on page 38) Both KNBH and KTTV have theory that “Studio” will thus have; While American Telephone & | 

taken the bait and the NBC outlet no chance to entrench itself on the | 





co 


Chevrolet Drops 
NBC ‘Tele Theatre 


Chevrolet is dropping its “Tele- 
Theatre” show Monday nights on 


is said to have made a flat offer, 
with a gamble on the side. To 
interested sponsors, KNBH is of- 
fering the games, rights, time and 
facilities for a flat $200,000. NBC's 
|gamble is on the attendance 
deficit. Daniel Reeves, prez of the 
Los Angeles Rams, hasn't started 
|bargaining yet but meetings have 
|'been set up. 


| If a deal is concluded it would 





NBC, but the decision has nothing |cover eight live telecasts of home 


| weeks when the Montgomery se- 


|ries is not aired. CBS will come | 


| back with some major slugging of 


| its own on Tuesday nights in a push | 


ito tilt Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 


| Theatre” off the top rung it has | 


held so long. CBS is putting its 
high-budgeted dramatic 
“Sure as Fate,” into the Tuesday 


(Continued on page 36) 


| 


| 





series, | 


Telegraph is adding networking fa- 
cilities, via both the cable and mi- 
crowave relay, to the present setup 
starting next month, there will still 
| be insufficient facilities to meet 
_the webs’ demands. With each of 
| the nets heading into the fall sea- 
son with the biggest number of 
sponsors they have ever had, they’ll 
be in almost equal positions in bid- 
ding for time on affiliate stations. 
Determining factor in getting the | 


Horwin to CBS 
As TY Story Exec 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
In a pioneer move by television 
to improve its scripting standards 





| 


| and compete with the Hollywood 





- | : : 5 . ,idea of creative writing, CBS has 
. a oe ee ee ee See sera — ys mee +9 pon | Colgate $ 3-Out-of-4 single-station markets, consequent- | contracted veteran Coast scripter 
* rm plans to continue its present | Francisco, and five filmed on ly, may be a web’s ability to de-. ae 1 

I- heavy video advertising, concen-/road for beaming next night. Last | Se ° t R 606 Wkl ¢ |liver a program live end thus the | and playwright, Jerry Horwin, to 
n trating either on sports events or!year the pros sold their home | ries (0 AUN y., bidding for time on the cable io] one hy ond i ll a acy he 
st retaining the Monday night half-| games to KTTV for filming the_ M Lieb Al expected to be hotter this year ie ane nao Ra tg arrives ye 
il hour on NBC for a new program. | following night and refused all of- ax man ternate prepay eee ae o aes 4 
r Already committed to bankroll fers for simultaneous teiecast. po m contractual ar- 


NBC has virtually abandoned its rangement whereby he will attract 





DuMont’s pickups of the Notre 


Dame home football games and 60 
events to be televised from Madi- 
son Sq. Garden, N. Y., by WPIX, 
Chevvy is also reported backing 
the DuMont web in its bidding for 
TV rights to the World Series. No | Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

reason was given for the decision Frederic Ziv Co. will take over 
to abandon “Tele-Theatre” but it’s | the 26 “Your Showtime” television 
believed that the Campbell-Ewald | pix made by Grant-Realm Produc- 
agency, Which handles the account, | tions last year. Ziv has signed a 
was averse to bucking the upcom- | five-year lease for the films which 
ing “Lux TV Theatre” on CBS with | i+ will distribute to video stations 
a similar dramatic series. throughout the country as open- 

Chevvy is committed to holding | end material. 

the Monday night 8 to 8:30 slot on | Pi ne sginaliy made for 
NBC for at least four weeks once Paws > ag pre parses 


it returns to the air. If the firm ‘them on NBC's eastern web. Con- 


‘IV TO TAKE OVER 
96 ‘SHOWTIME’ PIX 





search for two more name stars to | 
join Eddie Cantor and Fred Allen | 
in the projected Sunday night) 


NASH PREFERS DOWNEY 
“Comedy Theatre” series. Web has OVER ‘WINNER’ QUIZZER 


| Martin and Jerry Lewis sporadical- Half-hour variety show starring 
'ly in the third week every month,;| Morton Downey will be Nash-Kel- 
| using up-and-coming young talent vinator’s offering in the CBS 10 to 
to fill in when M&L are not avail-| 10:30 slot Friday nights starting 
| able. Fourth week will be occupied | Sept. 22. Program replaces “Win- 
| by a big revue-type show, which ner Take All,” audience participa- 


' 


will probably be produced by Max tion quizzer originally set by Nash. 


continues in the period after that, 
it will probably bankroll a new 
NBC house package, several of 
which the web is now pitching to 
Chevvy and the agency. 





| tract gave the films back to Grant- 
| Realm one year after completion. 
| Last of these films was returned to 
| the production unit last month. 

| Lucky Strike laid out $8,500 per 
| film for the series on a one--time 


| Liebman. 


| It has been revealed, Paper ey 
| that Colgate’s deal for the show, | 


‘which is to occupy the 8 to 9 
| period, is only for three weeks 
| out of every four. Fourth week is 
\still open, with Speidel 
| Band optioning the fourth session, 
but since cancelling out. Each 
| week’s show is to have a talent and 
production nut ranging around 
$60,000, which will make the series 


Watch “Clock” is also an audience partici- 


| Advertiser, through the Geyer, 
' Newell & Ganger agency, reported- 
ly decided to abandon “Winner” 
| When Sylvania Electric bought 
| “Beat the Clock” for the 10:30 to 
\1l1 Friday night period. Since 


pation quizzer, Nash felt that hav- 
ing the two of them back-to-back 
might hurt the chances of both. 
CBS, for its part, was not averse 


| to the switch in favor of Downey, 





writers especially for TV. 

| A playwright, scenarist and novel- 
'ist in his own right, Horwin has 
been story editor for Artists Man- 
|;agement Corp. and other Holly- 
| wood agencies. He is also an ex- 
ecutive of the Television Theatre 
, Group, stalemated because of war- 
time horizons, which permits him 
to join CBS under the network’s 
| video chieftain, Charles M. Under- 
| hill. Horwin made his deal with 
‘Underhill on a recent N. Y. trip. 
|The influx of Hollywood writers to 
New York, attendant to (1) down- 
beat of local film production and 
(2) upsurge of TV, influenced Un- 
derhill to engage a special story 
exec like Horwin. 

Latter is driving east with his 
two children to the Indian Festival, 
Albuquerque, N. M., where his 
divorced wife will take them on to 
her present home in Houston. 





/one of the most expensive on the 
air. 





/ since the latter show will mean 
|more work for its facilities and 
| productions crews, as well as a 


1 Mutual TV Productions | usage ee ae ie a paid out 


| close the series, 
ending up almost $80,000 in the | 


Reed’s ‘Amateur Hour’ 
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WOR-TYV, N. Y., is increasing its 
rates based on the growing set cir- Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
culation in the area. Basic change, | Despite an auto accident to the 


ter man for NBC here, is returning 
to New York after 27 months of 
/high ratings in both his WTAM 


been formed by a group of Holly- | 
wood indie producers, including | 
Sig Neufeld, Rudolph Monter, Ed-| 


‘Jungle’ Telepic Series 


ward M. Gray, William Cane and) 
Victor Mindlin. Most of the coin’ 


for the outfit, named Mutual TV 
Productions, is said to have come 
from backers in N.Y. and San 
Francisco. 

Group plans to turn out four 
series of vidfilms. First of these, 


titled “These Are Our Children,” will not be completed prior to’ main so. 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Walter Mirisch will make a 


‘to be announced by sales director | prospective groom, shortly before 
Robert C. Mayo this week, will be | “Wedding Program” on KLAC- 


| and WNBK stanzas. 
Prior to coming to Cleveland for 


series of 30-minute tele pix under a boost to $1,500 for a class A, TV Saturday night, the bride and | a 30-minute WTAM stint at 8 a.m., 


the monicker “Simbar, the Jungle 
' Queen.” Initialer is expected to 


go before the cameras the first of, 


the year. 
' Following in the “Simbar” series 


‘nighttime hour and a hike to $750 | groom were married before the 
‘from $600 for daytime hours. video cameras, although — several 
Station says it’s one of the low- hours later. 
|est-priced video outlets in the | Station, 

‘metropolitan district and will re-| dent, got an okay from hospital, 


apprised of the acei- 


| Reed was with WOR. In an 
'to New York, Reed joins “Origina 

| Amateur Hour” as a TV producer, 
|He will also have his own NBC 
| program. Before entering the 


* * * be > a ue 
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Current advertisers will 


made the tests and telecast from armed services in World War II, 


will be based on stories supplied sponsorship. Mirisch has budgeted be given six-months rate protection 
by the Children’s Home Society,| the first film at $12,500. No cast on biz placed before Oct. 1, when 


| hospital room four 


hours later 
than scheduled via remote con- 


Reed had been closely associated 
with Major Bowes for 10 years in 


| the production of “Amateur Hour.” 


»- . 


ihas yet been set. ‘trol pickup. 


- 


the increase goes into effect. 
a aoe 


California adoption agency. 
- 
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@IR THOMAS BEECHAM 
PROGRAM 
With Duncan Pirnie, announcer 
Producer: Harry Alan Towers 
Director: Oliver Nicoll 
55 Mins.; Wed., 8:05 p.m. 
HOVIS —~. es 
WQXR, New Yo 
(Colman, Prentis & Varly) 
Sir Thomas Beecham is the lat- 
est of a group of musical celebri- 
ties to take to the air as disk 
jockey and commentator. This 
eries has been packaged by 
owers of London, Ltd., for dis- 
tribution in the U.S. and else- 
where. WQXR’s series is the first 
in this country. : 
Beecham combines a reaching 
knowledge of composers and their 
music with a good sense of mu- | 
sicianship and taste in his selec-| 
tion. His plan is to present entire | 
programs by one composer, com- | 
menting on his life and works, and | 
on other occasions, to devote en-| 
tire programs to one type of music, | 
such as dance or period music. 
Initial segment was devoted to 
the life and works of Hector Ber- | 
lioz. Beecham presented a series of | 
operatic excerpts and overtures, all 
of them culled from Berlioz’ best 
and most colorful works. Accom- 
panying each selection was com- 
mentary about its history, and 
stretching through the 55-minutes 
was discussion of Berlioz’ life and 
his place in the history of music. 
Beecham also dispersed some 
caustic comment about the han- 
dling of music today, such as his 
remark that opera is in the con- | 
trol of politicians and everyone | 
else but the musicians. | 
The one fault in the show lies| 
in Beecham’s style of delivery. 
Speaking in a booming voice with 
a noticeable British accent, Bee- 
cham is overly careful in his 
speech and gives the impression 
almost of reciting poetry. He 
sounds as if he is delivering a lec- 
ture and is careful to sound out 
each syllable to its furthest ex- 
tremity. A bit more casualness 
would help. Otherwise the show is 
interesting, intelligent, and prob- 
ably most important, contains a 
lot of good music. Chan. 


MODERN ROMANCES 

With Helen Gregory, Patsy Camp- | 
bell, George Petrie, Kathleen 
Niday, Scott Thompson 

Writer: Don Witty 











Directors: William Marshall, Joe) 
Graham 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 a.m. | 


NORWICH PHARMACAL CO, 
ABC, from New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

Considerably above the standard 
soap opera is “Modern Romances, ’ 
a half-hour ABC daytime cross-the- 
board dramatic show which Nor- 
wich Pharmacal began bankrollin 
yesterday (Tues.). Series is base 
upon the Dell Publishing Co. 
monthly mag bearing the same 
name as the program. ; 

First stanza under the Norwich 
aegis revolved around two stock 
car racing drivers—one a tomboy- 
ish girl and the other her youthful, 
masculine rival. They have their 
petty feuds, but eventually dis- 
cover “true romance” after learn- 
ing to overlook mutual faults. 

Narrator Helen Gregory sets the 
scene for the day’s opus followed 
by dramatized sequences. Tues- 
day’s installment occasionally 
seemed rather fanciful, but it was 
the kind of stuff that adds up to 
good vicarious entertainment for 
the housewife audience. Small cast 
was competent and plugs for Un- 
guentine and Pepto-Bismol took a 
standard approach. Gilb. 


FOR LADIES ONLY 

With Mary McGarry 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WABY, Albany 

Mary McGarry would improve 
her program and her broadcasting 
if she presented more guests and 
introduced more local angles, 
rather than to follow the present 
basic plan of reading, in static and 
stylized fashion, syndicated wom- 
en’s copy. An interview with 
frank Fran Warren, while the lat- 
ter was starring in “Finian’s Rain- 
bow” at the Saratoga Summer 
Theatre, came off rather well. 

A quarter-hour with a group of 
small children from Booker T. 
Washington Center Day Camp had 
the flavor of the different and the 
charm of the unusual — especially 
when the youngsters sang safety 
songs (including the amusing, and 
repeated, “Hot and Cold Water’) 
and recited the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gal miker, interviewing their lead- 
er, a Miss Clyber, and chatting 
with the smallsters, caught the 
spirit of informality; she gained in 
warmth and flexibility. 

Straight reading becomes mono- 
tonous, due to over-punching of 
words and upswirling of inftection. 
Tone is modulated, but voice is not 
brought out sufficiently. Tran- 
scribed music spaces the stories, 
some of which are duplicated on a 
morning skirt show over another 





RAYMOND SWING 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 10:15 p.m. 
WOR, New York 

Raymond Swing, returning to the 
commentary scene after several 
years, provides a better-than-aver- 
age gab session. His approach is 
quiet and sober and in contrast to 
the punched up delivery of many 
oracles which makes their non 
sequiturs difficult to spot. Addi- 
tionally, he avoids the know-it-all 
attitude. On his preem Monday (7) 
he went into the uncertain ele- 
ments in the current international 
situation, frankly saying that he 
didn’t know what would happen in 
many important areas. And his 
total approach was one of wrap- 
ping up a broad political under- 


| standing instead of piecemeal re- 


porting of isolated news items. 
He did make some speculations 
which may prove off-base. One 
was that the Russian delegation 
returned to the United Nations 
Security Council in the belief, that 
the North Korean campaign would 
be victorious by Aug. 1. Since 
the Soviet decision wasn’t an- 
nounced until July 27, this would 


j|have meant a gross miscalculation 


on the Russian’s part or, more 
likely, an incorrect interpretation 
of their reasoning by Swing. 

He took the long view of what 
might eventuate in the event the 
Yanks and South Koreans forte 
the Northerners back to the 38th 
Parallel, saying that in a free elec- 
tion the Koreans might vote in a 
leftist regime. He also differed 
from the current view of Mac- 
Arthur’s visit to Formosa, voicing 
the opinion that the general’s in- 
tention to make the trip was prob- 
ably known in re i 

ril. 





GREAT DAY 
With Eddie 
Orch 
Producer: Economic Cooperation 
Administration 
Director: Wilton Stark 
Writer: Paul Monash 
30 Mins. Sat;. (5), 2 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 
This was the first of two special 
programs Eddie Cantor did for the 
ECA while he was in Paris. .The 
second will be aired Saturday (12). 
They’re propaganda vehicles, to 
tell U. S. citizens about the Mar- 
shall Plan, and also had the pur- 
pose of giving some newer Euro- 


Cantor; Paul Baron 


Four countries were represented. 
For the Italians, Clara Petrella, 
soprano of Milan’s La Scala, sang 
the classic “Mi Chiamino Mimi” 
from Puccini’s “La Boheme.” For 
the Netherlands, Sonja Osterman 
chirped a Dutch fave, “Daar Waar 
de Mulens Staan,” a pleasant tune 
about windmills. A longhair note 
was offered by Petros Petrides, one 
of Greece’s top cleffers, conducting 
the preem of “Greek Sketch,” a 
moody selection written especially 
for this stanza. Contrasting was 
Henri Salvador, French comedian- 
vocalist, doing “C’est Si Bon,” 
which is popular on both sides of 
the Atlantic. He quipped with 
Cantor and the pair did a duet on 
“Margie,” with Salvador getting 
in some scat interpolations 

Cantor was his usual effervescent 
self, enthusiastic about the talent 
an@ the Marshall Plan. Airer was 
something of a departure from the 
general ECA shows, in that it had a 
light and comedic touch, Bril. 





SARTOGA RACING 
With Fred Capossela, Ed Flynn, 

Bob Cragin 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 5 p.m, 
FAN & BILL’S 
WABY, Albany 

An accurate, authoritative de- 
scription of the sixth and feature 
race at Saratoga by Fred Capos- 
sella, official announcer for New 
York flat tracks, highlights pro- 
gram originated by WABY for a 
group of upstate stations. Each 
sells it to a local sponsor; WABY, 
to a restaurant-night club on Glens 
Falls-Lake George. A recap of the 
previous events by Ed Flynn, plus 
color and heralding of future 
events by Bob Cragin completes 
the quarter-hour. It’s a timely fea- 
ture for the Capital District, where 
interest in the Spa’s August attrac- 
tion always runs high. 

Interviews are sometimes in- 
cluded. Live or recorded, they 
would be helpful; without guests, 
repetition and padding sometimes 
are noticeable. Capossela’s call, 
except for the final stretch, is the 
one which goes on the public ad- 
dress system. Veteran announcer, 
who airs on occasion via Mutual, 
obviously is an expert on nags, al- 
though he does not indulge in 
much commentary. Voice is clear 
and live, but tends to be rather 
high and hard. Vocabulary might 
be expanded, to avoid certain stock 
phrases. Flynn, a long-time miker, 
and Cragin, once of WGY and a 
mature broadcaster, generally han- 





Albany outlet. Jaco, 


dle their assignments acceptably. 
Jaco. 


Se 


JOHNNY STAG SHOW 
Producer-Director: Dick Pack 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WNEW, N. : # 
Presented in cooperation with 


the Veterans Hospital Radio Guild, 
“The Johnny Stag Show” should 
rate as a fine morale builder for 
bedded GI's. Half-hour platter 
program, guided by former patient 
Stag, got away to a good start Fri- 
day (4) on WNEW, N. Y. 

All-request format has Stag spin- 
ning disks chosen by inmates of 
Veterans Administration hospitals 
in the N. Y. metropolitan area. He 
introes the sides in an ingratiating 
manner and frequently reminds 
the public to visit hospitalized vet 
friends or relatives. 

As a means of building further 
listener interest, it would be logic- 
al to arrange brief interviews from 





time to time with ambulatory pa- 
tients or VA officials to give dial- | 
ers a more personal slant on hospi- 
tal life. Gilb. 





AMERICA AT CROSSROADS 

30 Mins., Thurs.; 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNYC, N. Y. 

_ Produced by WNYC in associa- 
tion with the Lowell Institute Co- | 
operative Broadcasting Council, | 
“America At the Crossroads,” a 
new weekly _ half-hour forum | 


station Thursday (3). 
gram, subtitled “Korea, Test Case 


and interesting in 
of the current Korean situation. | 
Show offered some informative | 
background material on the steps | 
leading up to the North Korean | 
invasion in addition to providing | 
food for thought via the bandying | 
about of a number of ideas rela- | 
tive to the Korean conflict. 
Brought under discussion were | 
such topics as whether the United | 
Nations in giving aid to South | 
Korea is working as an instrument 
of politics or in accordance with | 
its charter. Also whether the | 
sending of troops to Korea is to | 
protect United States interests or | 
United Nations interests. In line | 
with these topics it was noted dur- | 
ing the course of the program that | 





pean talent an American audience.|UN Assistant 


one of the UN functions is to pre- | 
serve international peace and| 
security. 
Taking part in the broadcast, | 
which was taped at the Lowell In- | 
stitute --were ~Benjamin Cohen, | 
Secretary General | 
|in charge of information; Leo | 
|Gross, Prof. of International Law | 
}and Diplomacy at Tufts College; | 
| William Verhage, Prof. of Political | 
|Science at Boston U. and Dan H. 
| Senn, Jr., Director of the United 
|Council on World Affairs. Daniel 
Borne, Assistant Prof. at Bost. U, 
was program’s moderator, Gros, 





THIS WEEK IN KANSAS CITY 
Writer: Sid Tremble 

Producer: Ken Heady 

15 Mins.; Sun., 2:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

KCMO, Kansas City 

Effort for this one is credited to 
the KCMO news department, which 
combines its forces to round up a 
weekly recap on major news events 
of Kansas City and the area. Pro- 
gram plan calls for on the spot 
interviews with people in the news, 
the contact usually being made by 
telephone and recorded for use on 
this show. 

Thus this session brought to the 
mike a construction worker who 
fell from a bridge into the Kaw) 
river and swam to safety, while a 
companion was drowned in the 
same incident; L. P. Cookingham, 
city manager; an officer and a re- 
cruit of the Marine Corps Reserve 
unit called up for active duty; Dr. 
Franklin Murphy, dean of the Uni- 
verity of Kansas Medical School, 
and Dr. Marvin Rosell, evangelist. 

Ken Heady, station’s chief an- 
nouncer, serves as narrator, and 
puts the show together, with mem- 
bers of the news staff taking part, 
two others in this case being Jim 
Monroe, head of the news bureau, 
and Harold Mack, newscaster. On 
this one Heady seemed to be press- 
ing a bit, trying more to sell the 
news rather than documenting it 
for the listener. In other respects 
he gives the show his usual capable 
handling in the role of producer. 

Show classes as a news depart- 
ment feature, and puts to some use | 
the multitude of contacts and on- | 
the-record talks with persons on 
the local scene. Stanza has been 
on the air for couple of months. | 
and by now is a regular part of the | 
KCMO Sunday schedule. Quin, 








A stronger entry into the metro- 
politan listening area was provided 
for KPRS, Olathe, Kan., last week 
when the FCC authorized a boost 
in power from 500 to 1,000-watts. 
Steve Madden, general manager, 
said boosting the actual power 
could be accomplished in 24 hours, 
and station is on the new alioca- 
tion this week, 








Wednesday, August 9, 1950 


NBC ‘Rediscovers Barrymore 


NBC “rediscovered” a great talent last Thursday night (3) when, 
some years after his death, John Barrymore got the first of four 
playbacks (of a Shakespearean series done originally back in 1937), 

Through the process of “treating” and thereby improving on the 
well-preserved recordings of the °37 broadcasts, NBC not only 
came up with the treat of a lacklustre summer season, but inaugu- 


rated a reprise pattern that may 


well open up a whole new vista in 


the resurrecting of long forgotten radio classics. 
For last Thursday’s opener, NBC used excerpts from Barrymore's 


“Macbeth.” While it’s true that 


excerpts of the finest performance 


tend to put any play at a disadvantage, nonetheless it was startling 
to hear recaptured the fine histrionic talent and superb voice tim- 


ber of the once great Barrymore. 


Even more startling was the 


superiority of the entire cast of 13 years ago over most of the 
makeshift performances that radio turns out today. While Barry- 
more stood out, each and every part was expertly executed and of a 
caliber on a par with the finest of legit performances. 

Here, in fact, was one of those 13-years-after revelations that 


should make radio sit up and take notice. 


Rose. 








Radio F ollowup Comment 








Somebody should introduce the 


| Station staff at WINS, New York, 


to the remote crew covering the 
N. Y. Yankee baseball broadcasts. 
As it is, they apparently have only 


cut-ins for station identification. If 
there is an off-the-air telephone 
line between the station and the 


on-the-spot crew, somebody must | 


have forgotten to pay the bill, for 
it's seemingly never used. 


As an instance of common prac- 
tice, during the play-by-play of the 
Yankee-Cleveland game Sunday 
(6), the station cut in without 


warning to air its call letters, in- | 


terrupting Mel Allen’s inning-end 
recapitulation of the two teams’ 
runs, hits and errors record at 
that point. Then, only a minute or 
so later, Alien announced that 
there would be a pause for sta- 
tion identification, and the studio 
announcer came in with a repeat 
of the call letters. It was typical 
rather than exceptional of WINS 
bush league brand of broadcasting, 
particularly glaring in this case 
because the recap would have indi- 
cated that Tommy Byrne, the Yank 
pitcher, had a no-hitter in the 
works at that point (which baseball 
tradition demands that no one 
must mention in specific words, 
lest it jinx the feat). 





“Broadway’s Children,” WNEW, | 


N. Y., showcase series for juvenile 
talent, showed marked improve- 
ment in its fourth installment 
Sunday (30). For as a vehicle for 
the moppet actor Herbert Cole- 
man, producer-director Dick Pack 
chose a radio adaptation of the 
1949 film, “The Quiet One.” It 
proved ideally suited for Coleman’s 
abilities. 

Although this story of a 10-year- 
old boy deliquent obviously is best 
told through the eyes of the cam- 





THE NEW JUNIOR JUNCTION 
With Jack Lester, emcee; Bill 

Snary, Peggy Murdoch, Bruce 

Chase Orch 
Producer: Maurice Murray 
Writer: Dorothy Wendell 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10:30 a.m. (CDT) 
Sustaining 
ABC, from Chicago 

With the recent addition of Bill 
Snary and Peggy Murdoch to en- 
liven the doings with their pleas- 
ing singing, this Saturday morning 
half-hour session has all of the in- 
gredients for a strong bid for the 
teenagers. 

Besides the music, there was a 
quiz segment, a teenage forum and 
a guest star, all well-tailored to the 
high school set. The quiz pretty 
much followed the standard for- 
mat with two contestants selected 
from the studio audience vying 
for the prizes. The forum which 
had two youngsters debating the 
question “Should Parents Choose 
Their Children’s Friends?” showed 
good advance preparation and 
came off well. Forum might be ex- 
panded with more time given to 
questions from the floor. 

Guest on session caught (5) was 
Evelyn Knight, who fitted nicely 
into show, although she’d undoubt- 


|edly made even a bigger hit with 


the kids had she chirped a chorus 
or two. 

But even without an assist from 
Miss Knight, Snary and Miss Mur- 
doch adequately took care of the 
Singing department, especially 
with their sprightly dueting of the 
“Hit Tune of the Week”—“Home 
Cooking.” Young baritone also 
had the bobbysoxers fidgeting with 
a nice job on “Me and My Imagina- 
tion.” Bruce Chase and band 
backed ably and closed the show 
with a bangup “How High the 


, era, nevertheless the adaptation of 
| scripter Mort Levin managed to re- 
|tain much of the crackling bite 
| that the original possessed. Instead 
| Of visual closeups of the lad’s sor- 
did Harlem environment, the air 


bowed over New York City’s own | a vague idea of each others’ exist- | Version achieved almost the same 
Initial pro- | ence. The lack of liaison, harking | 


effect by stressing the “not want- 
ed” attitude that the disreputable 


for the United Nations” was timely | back to circa 1930 radio sports parents and grandmother had to- 
its discussion | Coverage, is particularly notable on | ward the child, 


| Faced with continual abuse and 
| with no hope of a better life, it 
| was only natural that the boy drift- 
|ed into delinquency. At that point 
a court sent him to the Wiltwyck 
School for Boys, Esopus, N. Y., 
where his moral and_ physical 
makeup was rehabilitated. Young 
Coleman, cast in the title role, 
skillfully ran the emotional gamut 
and good supporting players added 
to the show’s impact. Withal, “The 
| Quiet One” stacked up as intelli- 
gent ether fare. 





“Harvest of Stars,” which can- 
cels out on NBC in September, is 
still one of the more listenable 
shows on the Sunday afternoon air- 
lanes. Subbing for Dr. Frank Black 
and James Melton, a new crew of 
artists, including Dorothy Warens- 
kjold, John Tyers and Gustave 
Haenscher, maintained the same 
standard of excellent music and 
flawless taste Sunday (6) that has 
generally characterized this Inter- 
| national Harvester show. 


Simple format is being retained 
| for this filler show with each of 
| the artists spotlighted in two solo 
| turns apiece. Miss Warenskjold, a 
composer, also displayed a fine 
soprano on “My Heart Stood Still,” 
and an aria from “Madame Butter- 
fly.” John Tyers’ vigorous baritone 
was showcased on a couple of 
standards while the orch under 
Haenscher supplied rich orchestra- 
tions, including a solid arrange- 
ment of “Chop Sticks.” The com- 
mercials, with their institutional 
pitch, were easy to take. 








Discussions of various passages 
from the Bible make up the for- 
mat of “Eternal Light’s’ summer 
series presented by NBC in asso- 
ciation with the Jewish Theologi- 
cal Seminary of America. On pro- 
gram heard Sunday (6) the por- 
tion of the Bible referred to fitted 
in excellently with contemporary 
happenings. The various interpre- 
tations and thoughts offered by 
the show’s participants had sub- 
stance and made for arresting 
| listening. 


Passage discussed dealt with the 
prophet Samuel relating to God 
the Israelites’ request that a 
monarchy be set up. God's an- 
noyance at the suggestion and His 
consent to let the step be taken 
provided most of the meat for the 
verbal debate. Brought to the fore 
during the discussion was the 
thought that the passage was simi- 
lar to developments during this 
century such as Hitler’s rise to 
power. In both the cases of the 
Israelites and Germans the people, 
living in times of stress, looked 
for a leader and were guided only 
by their emotions and not intel- 
| ligence. 


| Guesting on show caught was 
|Norman Cousins, editor of the 
|Saturday Review of Literature. 
| Moderating the broadcast was Dr. 
‘Judah Goldin, professor of re- 
ligion at Iowa State U. Regular 
participants were Dr. Abraham 
'Halkin, of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America and Dr. Sol 
Weiner Ginsberg, assistant 
psychiatrist at the Vanderbilt 
Clinie, N. Y. 








Greensboro, N. C.—Gomer R. 
Lesch has succeeded Ted Austin as 
program director for WFMY and 
WFMY-TV. Lesch comes to Greens- 
boro from Erie, Pa., where he was 





Moon.” Dave, 


production director of television 
station WICU, " 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 





Ed Sullivan returned to his em- 
cee spot on CBS-TV’s “Toast of 
the Town” Sunday night (6) after 
a five-week European jaunt, dur- 
ing which _ guest personalities 
subbed for him. He had a crack 
lineup of talent on the show to 
make it the best of the summer. 
With NBC preparing its top- 
budgeted variety program with 
rotating name -emcees to buck 
“Toast” directly in the Sunday 
night at 8 period starting early | 
October, Sullivan has his work cut 
out for him until then in trying | 
to cement his audience. 


Szonys (2), one of the better 
dance teams extant, teed off Sun- | 
day night’s show with a fine rou- | 
tine, marked by the femme mem- 
ber’s acrobatics, and the show 
rolled steadily from there. Kay 
Starr chirped a couple of novelty 
tunes in sock style, with Sullivan 
aiding her on one with some sound 





effects. LeRoy Bros. impressed 
with their puppetry, featuring 
some telling impersonations of | 


Jimmy Durante and Gene Krupa. | 


Juggler Bobby Jule registered | 
solidly with some fresh routines | 
and the Stagg McMann harmonica | 
trio scored with their terrif in- 
strumental ability on a bop num-| 
bei and the “Dance of the Hours.” | 
Actor Horace MacMahon, current | 
in the Broadway production of | 
“Detective Story,” had little to do | 
but did it capably in a short skit | 
with Sullivan. Henny Youngman | 
likewise scored with his comedy | 
monologing, mixing some new 
material in well with some of his 
more aged stuff. 


the | 


| 





Joey Adams may not be 
guavest male vis-a-vis that “Leave | 
it To The Girls’ has booked but 
he’s not the most inhibited, which 
undoubtedly accounts for his re- 
durn engagement. The male is 
now flanked between femcee Maggi 
MeNellis and the panel, which this 

ast Sunday comprised Dorothy 

ilgallen, Florence Pritchett, 
Eloise McElhone and Janis Paige. 
It was the usual give-and-take on 
the eternal male versus female, | 
and it’s to the credit of the show 
that the flippancy is leavened with | 
much good sense most of the time. | 


| 








WPIX, with the Night Owl film | 
theatre, is the video version of ra- | 
dio’s irritation technique. 
strong film like “39 Steps” can re- | 
tain the interest with those four | 


jongwinded commercials for Amer-| ence participants, were catching. |Ously absent in a single-shot TV 


ican Limoge. Let the film be less 
than this particularly strong entry 
and they'll be swinging over to 
Morey Amsterdam - Jerry Lester's 
NBC zanyisms, 





There’s evidently a wide spread | 
between legit flackery and emcee- 
ing a television show, at least 
cone from the appearance of 
Mike O’Shea on “Broadway Scrap- 
book” via WPIX, N.Y., Friday 
night (4). With N.Y. Daily News 
columnist Danton Walker, regular 
moderator on the show, away for 
a three weeks’ vacation, O'Shea is 
filling in. He’ll undoubtedly im- 
prove over his preem shot at the 
program, which was marked by a 
slowness and lassitude on the part 
of the entire panel that detracted 
from any entertainment qualities. 


O’Shea is a nice-enough looking 
guy and evidently knows his legit 
theatre well enough to fill the job. 
Any personality he has, though, 
was buried under his all-too ap- 

arent nervousness and first-night 
liters. That, of course, can be 
excused as resulting from his first 
crack at TV, which is why he must 
improve. Of the panel, Renee 
Carroll, w.k. hatcheck gal of Sardi’s 
eatery, N.Y., and Bernard Sobel, 
legit authority, fared best. Former 
dancer Eunice Healy was apparent- 
ly struck with the same mike-fright 
as O’Shea and author-critic Oliver 
M. Saylor could scarcely be heard. | 








Garry Moore is doing an hour- | 
jong version of his cross-the-board | 


7 p.m. CBS-TV stanza as summer | poth offscreen. Parks, for his part, | thesper. 


yeplacement for “Arthur Godfrey | 
and His Friends’ on Wednesdays 
at 8 p.m. The 60-minute version, 
like his half-hour stint, includes 
thrush Denise Lore, singer Ken | 
Carson, announcer Durwood Kirby 
and the Howard Smith Quartet. 
Aided by a couple of guest acts, | 
the cast wraps up an unpretentious | 
but pleasant package. | 

On Wednesday (2) Moore did a 
fairly humorous skit with Miss Lor 
in which he played a baseball ump 
at home—stumbling blindly around 
the house. He has an informal, | 
engaging personality that comes, 
across—although it would register , 
more effectively if he played more | 
io the home viewer rather than 
the studio audience. Miss Lor, 
chirped “Old Devil Moon” well and | 
Carson pleased with “Chattanoogie | 
Shee Shine Boy.” Both numbers 


| 
} 


| pean 


+4 


were given slight production aids, 
which while not elaborate were 
satisfactory. . 


Dorothy Jarnac socked over a 
couple of zany dance numbers in 
which she pantomimed pop tunes 
line-by-line. She wound with a 
terpsithorean interpretation of the 
CBS network identification cue. 
Condos and Brandow demonstrated 
their versatility in singing, tapping 
and at piano and trumpet in a fast- 
moving turn, / 

Novel segment on the stanza is 
period 


lib quips, but for 
greater impact the queries should 
be screened, 


CBS-TV’s “What’s My Line?” 
scored something of a coup Wed- 





nesday night (2) by getting N. Y. | 
| Mayor William O’Dwyer to guest 
as the mystery personality.. Panel, | 
blindfolded for his appearance, had | 


little trouble guessing his iden- 
tity, with columnist Dorothy Kil- 
gallen grabbing off top honors 
with her identification. 
then tossed off what he had come 
on the show to say—another plug 


for making N. Y. the permanent | 


TV capital. According to the 
mayor, TV now employs 30,000 
people in N. Y. 


With John Daly moderating the | 
questions and answers as the pan- | 
elists attempted to guess the occu- | 


pation of guests they had never 
seen before, the show generated 
considerable humor, enthusiasm 


and audience interest. Panel mem- | 
bers are all hep citizens, including | 
besides Miss Kilgallen, Louis Un- | 
termeyer, Arlene Francis and Hal | 


Block. Latter got a little too cute 
at times in some of his guesswork 
but it added to the fun. Show is 


bankrolled by Stopette Deodorant, | 


which has some okay film com- 
mercials, 





Bert Parks is back from a Euro- 
vacation and “Break the 
Bank” has him, which is all to the 
good for the NBC-TV quiz show. 
While Bud Collyer, permanent 
host on the program, did an ac- 
ceptable fill-in job during Parks’ 


absence, he lacked the zany quali- | 


ties and apparent lack of inhibi- 
tions through which Parks sparks 


|the program to a bright half-hour. | nRc, TV, from New York 
Only a | Those qualities were easily appar- | 


ent Wednesday night (2) and, 
judging from the work of the audi- 


To mark his return, Parks did 
such things as come out in Scotch 
kilts to ask a group of questions 
based on Scotland, one of the 
countries he visited on his trip. 
Show’s jackpot, ineidentally, is 
now close to $7,500, highest it’s 
ever been, and viewers’ interest 
in seeing it cracked should help 
build the program’s rating. Bristol- 
Myers, which has held the show 
through the summer, is now plug- 
ging Ipana and Mum, instead of 
Vitalis as formerly, with the film 
commercials doing a neat selling 
job. Collyer, incidentally, is now 
on his vacation, with announcer 
Bob Sheppard handling the re- 
placement job capably. 





ABC-TV’s “Stop the Music” 
Thursday night (3) marked the re- 


;turn to active duty of three of 


the prime components of the show 


—emcee Bert Parks, producer 
Charles Henderson and _ stager 
Mitzi Mayfair (Mrs. Henderson), | 


all just returned from European 
vacations. While the program 
has been rolling along without 
them (both Admiral and Old Golds 
have remained in the sponsors’ 
seats through the summer), it 
perked considerably with their re- 
turn. With Groucho Marx sched- 
uled to tee off on a regular NBC- 
TV show in the fall directly op- 
posite, “Music” will need all the 
power it can build. 

Resumption of work by Hender- 
son and Miss Mayfair, of course, 
was not so obvious to the audience 
as that of Parks, since they are 


received a clever’ introduction. 
Jimmy Blaine, regular singer on 
the show who has done an admir- 
able fill-in job as emcee, again 
held down that post at the start 
of the show, noting that Parks 
was currently enroute. Latter was 
then “picked up” in a couple of 
gag situations, until his official 
entry shortly before the 8:30 half- 
way mark. 

While the major part of the pro- 
gram’s emphasis is still on the 


'mystery melody and the jackpot 
‘prizes, “Music” is still notable for 


the fact that it entertains and does 
not rely strictly on the awards for 
its pull. Present cast is topnotch, 
including Blaine; vocalists Marion 
Morgan, who handles the ballads, 
and Betty Anne Grove, who does 


(Continued on page 38) 


9d in which Moore answers | 
| queries from the audience. He got 
| off some ad 


O’Dwyer | 


VARIETY QUIZ 
With’ Sandy Becker, Connie B. 

Starr 
Producer-Director: Rick Leighton 
50 Mins., Mon-thru-Fri., 11:10 p.m. | 
Sustaining 
WCBS-TV, New York 

This late night WCBS-TV show, 
“Variety Quiz,” pitted against 
NBC’s “Broadway Open House” 
video showcase, was apparently 
borne out of desperation. Some- 
body around CBS went out on a 
limb—and a $100,000 one, at that 
—in buying up the Official Films 
catalog of nearly 2,000 musical pix 
quickies. In a bid to refurbish the 
; Stanza with some live elements (for 
| it’s obvious that the films can’t 
| stand on their own), Columbia has 
put Sandy Becker in to dress up 
the 50-minute show. Whatever 
virtue the stanza has derives from | 
Becker, for the pix won't even rate | 
place or show. 


Becker, formerly a CBS an-| 
nouncer, has an engaging quality 
| of sorts, and looks like he might | 
still have a year to go for his| 
college degree. Apparently put in 
to fill the gaps between projection 
of the “Soundies,” he reverses the 
situation. It’s the pix that are the 
fillers. 

They’re still playing around with 
the format on “Variety Quiz,” 
which is loosely conceived, with a 
telephone quiz giveaway as its 
pivot. Becker works with Connie 
| B. Starr (CBS, get it?), an engag- 
ing looker, who never gets too 
|; much in the way. It remains for 
Becker either to make or break 
the show, for it’s geared strictly | 
|for a personality buildup. If he | 
| falls short, it’s because even a} 
Godfrey doesn’t carry 50 minutes | 
alone, as Becker is called on to} 
'do. There are only so many varia- | 
tions of a grimace. The voice is 
there; in fact, it’s a very good one: 
Becker is completely at ease and 
appears to have a good time. If 
anything, that is a weakness, be- 
; cause ease in youth too often be-| 
comes brash. He’s so cocky that a | 
dud doesn’t phase him. | 


A property like this takes time | 
and latitude to jell. But it’s worth | 
CBS’ while to nurture a potential 
TV personality. Rose. | 

















THE GOLDWYN TOUCH 

With Samuel and Frances Gold- 
wyn, Joan Evans, Gilbert Seldes, 
Ben Grauer 

Producer: George Wallach 

Director: Dwight Hemion 

30 Mins.; Thurs. (3), 10:30 p.m. 








The Samuel Goldwyn of fable! 


/and pressagentry was conspicu- | 


| airer which the film producer’s 


'N. Y. office set up, timed with the 
world preem of his “Edge of 
Doom” at the Astor theatre on 
Broadway. This show attempted 
to combine a patent pitch for the 
man and the picture with a caval- 
cade of Goldwyn’s ee life and 
accomplishments. nfortunately, 
it fell between two chairs. 


As pure commercial, its 30 
minutes would be overdrawn. As 
entertainment and nostalgic edu- 
cation, its format of hopping from 
old photos to old films became too 
episodic. At the same time, the 
idea of working into the bally of 
a picture, the buildup of the color- 
ful life of its producer is clever. 
More care in toning down the 
sales end and working it incon- 
spicuously into the entertainment 
qualities of the program would 
pay off in audience interest. 


The Goldwyn story was told 





mainly through the lips of his 
wife, Frances, who was _inter- 
'viewed by Ben Grauer. A family 


|album, flipped through by Grauer, 
|with frequent tele closeups on the 
honestly-interesting snapshots was 
the device used to project the pro- 
|gram backward. With this went 
‘a half-dozen clips of Goldwyn’s 
big films of the past including 
such stalwarts as “Best Years,” 
“Wuthering Heights” and “Walter 
| Mitty.” 

| The irritant in the broth was 
the repeat mentions of “Edge of 
| Doom” and the’ ineptly-introduced 
'stint of Joan Evans, the Goldwyn 
Distinctly on the credit 
|side was Mrs. Goldwyn’s chatty 
and uninhibited sidelights on the 
man. She is videogenic, vivacious 
‘and completely unaware of the 
|camera’s stare. She lent the show 








‘a valuable, homey touch. Goldwyn | 
himself, in a brief stint, was stiff | 
and self-conscious in comparison. | 


It would interest the film indus- | 
‘try to know that Goldwyn is still | 
\tilting with the dark forces in|} 
‘Hollywood. In the words of Gil- | 
| bert Seldes, critic who appeared on 
the program, Goldwyn has no use 
\for “the little fairy tales’ turned 
out so often on the Coast. He is | 
“one man fighting and not 20 ex- | 
/ecutives sitting around the table | 
frightened over what the public | 
‘may like.’ Apropos, this senti- 
ment was embroidered into.a plug 
\for “Edge of Doom.” Wit. 


| DEAR DIARY 


With Fred Robbins, Barbara Bel- 
ben, Adelaide Klein 
Producer: Tommy Ward 
Director: Eddie Nugent 
Writer: Jan Brewster 
15 Mins.; Fri. (4), 10:30 p.m. 
EXQUISITE-FORM BRAS 
ABC-TV, from N.Y. 
(Brandford ) 

This is the show that’s had all 
the advance publicity because it 
has a live model, Norma Bartlett, 
posing on camera with the spon- 
sor’s product — Exquisite-Form 
Bras. But, while Miss Bartlett is a 
beauteous gal who can probably 
model the lingerie with the best of 
’em, the show itself also rates 
plaudits. Judging from its one-shot 


showcasing last Friday night (4), | 


it’s one of the sprightliest and 
best-paced husband-and-wife situ- 
ation comedy programs to hit TV 
in some time. 


Jan Brewster’s original script 


MAMA 
With Peggy Wood, Judson Laire, 
Dick Van Patten, Rosemary Rice, 
Robin Morgan, Ruth Gates, Len 
Mence 
Producer: Carol Irwin - 
Director: Ralph Nelson 
Writer: Frank Gabrielson 
30 Mins., Fri., 8 p.m. 
MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 
“Mama,” returning after a brief 
summer respite, stands up as a 
consistently topflight show. The 
family comedy gets the full human 
values from just about every sit- 
uation it projects, which is a 
tribute to the entire team involved 
and to the warmth of the original 
yarn, ‘““Mama’s Bank Account.” 


What arouses the viewers’ re- 
sponse to the stanza is its closeness 
to reality and down-to-earth peo- 
ple. It’s a quality which fortunate- 
ly rubs off on the commercials. On 





| 
| 


had nothing significant to tell. In | the initialer Friday (4) the story 
fact, it dug rather deeply by basing | dealt with the father’s being out 


the story on a young couple’s tribu- | 
lations in finding an apartment. 
But, through capable thesping by 
the small cast and Eddie Nugent's 
precision direction, the program 
generated a warm charm which 
rates it a steady run on the ABC 
web. Disk jockey Fred Robbins, 
as the husband, played himself 
and, while the script called for no 
great talent, he handled the part 
surprisingly well. Barbara Belben, 
as his model wife, was both pretty 
and proficient and Adelaide Klein 
scored as their flightly next-door 
neighbor. 


Producer Tommy Ward mounted 
the show on a neat-looking living- 
room set. Commercials, reportedly | 
representing the first time that a| 
bra has been modelled live on TV, 
were handled in good taste. Miss 
Bartlett merely posed, while 2 
sultry femme voice told of the 
product’s finer points. Stal. 





INTERNATIONAL REPORT 

With Dick Johnson 

Producer: Bert Gold 

15 Mins.; 11 to 11:15 p.m., Mon.- 
thru-Fri. 

W T. GRANT CO. 

WICU, Erie, Pa. 
Sponsor switched from “Yester- | 

day’s Newsreel” in favor of this 

more vital news analysis, with total | 





emphasis on the war and its back- | 
wash. Point of view is underscored | 
by playing it largely in long-shot | 
before an enormous United Na-| 
tions insignia, on painted backdrop. | 
Quite impressive. | 


of work but having promised the 
younger daughter a Scotch collie 
for her birthday. With no loose 
cash to spare, he got a mongrel 
from the dog pound, which proved 
a disappointment to the kid. Pay- 
off was her ending up loving the 
mutt and the latter’s being instru- 
mental in getting the father a job. 


This wasn’t the best ‘““Mama”’ has 
ever been, but it made a charming 
tale and had some good moments. 
Thesping is on a high level and has 
about reached the point where the 
actors become the characters, at 
least from the audience point of 
view. Peggy Wood and Judson 
Laire are restrained and under- 
standing as the parents. Rosemary 
Rice is winning as the daughter 
who remembers and Robin Mor- 
gan is appealing as the kid sister. 
Dick Van Patten is believable as 
the brother. And special credit 
should go to the capable scripting 
of Frank Gabrielson. Bril. 


CLUB CELEBRITY 

With Ginny Simms, Jill Richards, 
Harry Von Zell, Greg Mitchell, 
Bette Bligh, Tune Tailors, Dick 

.. Peterson Orch 

Producer: Ken Herts 

Director: William Asher 

30 Mins.; Tues., 10:30 p.m. 


| NATALIE KALMUS TELEVISION 


KNBH-N3BC, Hollywood 

This is what comes of a brave 
but futile attempt to make the 
show match the product. The TV 
cabinet sets of Natalie Kalmus, 
who bankrolls, are the classiest 


Visual punch is provided by) things seen around but the over- 
front lines, battle arrows, etc., be-| joading of a nitery with chi chi 


ing painted on large glass-faced| made a farce of an honest effort 


Korea map, along with commenta- 
tor’s description. This compares 
not unfavorably (even to the well- 
informed) with network analyses of" 
its type on this station. Only hand 
of the map artist is shown. It 
might be interesting to see his 
face, if only once. 


Dick Johnson, who also conducts 
Musical Mardi Gras, disk jock 
show in the afternoon, conveys a 
surprising intensity and conviction 
in this different role, for which he 
is well-informed and more suited. 
AP dispatches are credited, but 
only bulletins are read. (It just 
happens that because of the time 
differential from Korea, all big 
news comes through just about this 
time of night.) 

Commercials caught were on 
film. Wes. 


BAR NOTHING RANCH 
With Bud Whaley, Patsy Rees, 
Fred Flores, George Rees 
Producer: Bud Whaley 
Director: Mort Dank 
30 Mins.; Wed., 7:00 p.m., CST 
Participating 
KEYL, San Antonio 
Local television viewers have 
asked for this series following the 
debut of a similar show heard on | 
KEYL each Saturday for a full 
hour, which features popular tunes 
of the day. This half-hour telecast | 
features western and hillbilly 
tunes and a take off on various 
western oaters on the air and on 


and lavish expenditure. 


With two finished performers 
such as Ginny Simms and Harry 
Von Zell, the end result would 
have been far more promising had 
not the assorted emcees fawned so 
rhapsodically on every performer. 
If it wasn’t for Von Zell bowing 
and scraping over Miss Simms, 
these uncalled-for amenities could 
have been performed professional- 
ly by Greg Mitchell or even the 
band fronter, Dick Peterson. At 
the mention of Lucille Norman’s 
name as_ next week’s” guest, 
it was as if Lily Pons had been 
booked. To make the atmosphere 
more sticky, Von Zell made love 
to a Kalmus console in his com- 
mercial. 


Miss Simms proved highly tele- 
genic and can still turn a neat 
tune. Mitchell, a nitery singer, 
and Jill Richards dueted a number 
without any unusual virtuosity, and 
the Peterson crew gave out with a 
tia os that was small time, 
Bette Blight was on for one song, 
so-so, and the Tune Tailors deliv- 
ered what was expected of them. 
United Television Artists will have 
to improve on the first if they want 
to make the sponsor or NBC clap 
hands. Helin. 


MOBILIZATION STORY 
With Fanny Hurst, emcee 
Producer: Edythe J. Meserand 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 





films. Music and comedy provided 


Sustaining 


will help to speed away the hot | WOR-TV, New York 


summer evenings. 


Purpose of this new effort by the 


Bud “Limp Along’ Whaley is; WOR special events division is to 


m.c. and keeps the show moving | Present various phases of the gov- 
along at a fast pace although a/ernment’s call for manpower. The 


few modern jokes would help 
some. 


in the various commercials which | were seven women, 


He also is seen and heard | self with womanpower. 


_initialer Thursday (3) concerned it- 
On hand 
representing 


use slides and the product for good| the Wacs, Wafs, Waves, femme 


effect. 


i 
Patsy Rees and Fred Flores steal 


the show with their lip sync panto- 
mime to the tunes played. The 
youngsters are outstanding in their 
presentations. 


A comedy touch is lent to the 


Marines, the several nursing corps 
‘and the civilian American Red 
| Cross. 
| Novelist Fannie Hurst served as 
| moderator for the broadcast and 
| queried the military representa- 
‘tives on aspects of their work. In 


‘turn, each discussed eligibility re- 


telecast by George Rees as “Shab-| quirements, nature of training, the 


for Whaley. 
Adding to the confusion is the 
playing of instruments by mem- 


adding his own singing talents to 
(Continued on page 40) 


| by Daze.” He makes a nice stooge | kind of work the women in uni- 


|form perform and a bit about the 
| service’s history. While the wom- 


|en were earnest in their presenta- 


| bers of the group as well as Whaley | tion of the recruiting material, the 


exposition became repetitious and 


lacked visual interest. Bril. 
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Hubbard Tosses in Towel on TVing 
Of Bail Games in Strike Hassle 


,% 


M’Donald Megs Second 
Group of Autry Vidpix 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Frank McDonald has been inked 


to direct the second group of four 
television pix in the series of 16 





Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 


Another chapter was written in 
KSTP-TV’s book of troubles arising 
from the strike of its technicians | 
when the station temporarily aban- | 
doned its televising of Minneapolis 
American Assn. baseball games. 
Stanley Hubbard, KSTP president, | 
tossed in the towel after failure of 
his efforts to defy an order of S. 
M. Streed, city electrical inspector, 
to discontinue the TV until a power 
cable into the park had been metal 
encased and a new city permit 
obtained. 

Following the arrest of Delmar 
Nispel, known as Del Franklin in 
radio circles, KSTP’s television di- 
rector, when he broke the seal 
placed by Streed over a switch 
controlling power for the ball 
park’s television apparatus in order 
to turn it on, Hubbard’s request 
for permission to televise the 
games until the case was heard in| 
court was rejected by Streed. 

After Nispel’s arrest and release 
on bail pending his trial this week, 
Hubbard still threatened to tele- 
vise the game the next night. Nis- 
pel returned to defy Streed a sec- 
ond time. He was greeted by seven 
policemen who had orders to ar- 
rest anybody tampering with the 
seal and to keep order outside the | 
park gates. As usual, there also | 
were on hand the picketing strik- 
ers carrying banners _§assailing 
KSTP as unfair and patrons enter- 
ing the park. 

When Hubbard and television 
operators failed to show up, how- 
ever, Nispel desisted from attempt- 
ing to break the seal a second 
time. Then Hubbard announced to 
the newspapers that he was giv- 
ing up the ghost for ‘the present. 
He pointed out that the strike’s 
existence prevented him from car- 
rying out the order to enclose the , 
cable in metal. He also denied 
Streed’s claim that the wiring 
didn’t conform to city standards | 
and that the cable constituted a} 
fire hazard. 

Previously Hubbard had given a 
statement to the press pointing 
out that “there was no trouble 
with electrical inspectors until 
after we had labor troubles” and 
that Streed, the inspector, is a 
member of the striking union. 

“Again tonight KSTP was un- 
able to bring its listeners a tele- 
cast of the Minneapolis baseball 
game,” Hubbard said in his state- 
ment to the press following failure 
to TV for the second successive 
night after having announced it. 
“In 1948, a Minneapolis-licensed, 
union electrical contractor in- 


(Continued on page 38) 





| 


REP TO DISTRIBUTE = 
ASSOCIATED’S VIDPIX 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Republic Pictures moves into 
television film distribution with a 
series of pix being made by Asso- 
ciated TV, Inc. It is planned to. 
sell the series, open-end through- 
out the country. Pix are currently 
being offered to indie outlets here. 

Associated TV, headed by Wal- 
ter Colmes who produced and di- | 
rected the first seven pix, has) 
budgeted films at $4,500 apiece. 
They were made on the Republic, 
lot. Republic is not asking a set, 
price for the series but is asking 
stations to name the figure in an 
effort to feel its way into the new | 
medium. 

Series is titled “Guys and Gals 
on Parade.” Each episode runs 15 
minutes. William Farnum will 
emcee each film, which features 
three acts accompanied by twin 
pianos. Producer has a talent 
roster of 500 persons, each of 
whom has already been auditioned. 





Cinetel’s Gardner Sherts 


Cinetel Corp. is releasing a 
package of Pathe Pictorial shorts, 
averaging six subjects per 15- 
minute program, with commen-| 
tary by Hy Gardner, Parade col-' 
umnist and ABC and MBS gabber. 

World Video is handling the 
marketing. 





Detroit—Twin Pines Dairy and 
Jumping fack Shoes have picked 
‘up the tab for WXYZ-TV’s “Cow- 
boy Colt.” Show features J. D. |} 
Beemer as emcee who demon- 
strates to the youngsters the finer 
points of cowboy lore. A film 
episode of “Billy the Kid” follows 
the demonstration. 


> 


FAIRBANKS SETS SERIES | 


interview and reminisce with per- 
sonalities of the past in a new tele- 
film 
Fairbanks Productions. 
26 will be titled “What Ever Hap- 
pened to Nee 


a_ stockpile 
stock footage from motion pictures 
for the telepix. 
ducer will 
celebs which will 
major portion of each of the 15- 
minute films. 


Jackie Coogan, Ralph da Palma, 
race car driver; Henry Armstrong, 
former championship boxer and 
Jim Jeffries, former world heavy- 
weight champion. 
is also negotiating with former 

stage and screen stars. |G 


and TV personality, is starting first 
Twin City daily TV audience par- 
ticipation show. 


a musical quiz. 


been appointed operations manager 
of KSET here. 
radio for the past 25 years, for 
10 years with NBC and ABC in 
New York City. 





which Armand Schaefer is pro- 
ducing for Gene Autry. George 


| Pioneertown. Gail Davis has been 
| signed for the femme lead in the 
first and third of the group, while 
Wendy Waldron occupies similar 
spot in the second and fourth. 
Autry will spend the next eight 
weeks at Pioneertown, turning out 
two of of the TV subjects a week. 


IA Wins 20%, 
Pay Hike at KTLA 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
IATSE employees at KTLA re- 
ceived a 20% increase in pay last 
week when a new contract was put 
into effect by Y. Frank Freeman 
and Klaus Landsberg for the Par- 
amount television station and Carl 
. Cooper, International veepee of 
the IA. This is the second con- 
| tract to be negotiated at KTLA. 
Wage increase, which covers 
| technical employees, engineers 
camera crews, remote engineers 
projectionists, floor men and boom 
men, brings the previous hourly 
minimum wage of $1.38 to $1.65 
and the $2.33 hourly stipend to 
$2.80. 
In addition new pact calls for 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Harry Flannery has been set to 


series to be made by Jerry 
Series of 





Fairbanks has already acquired 
of old newsreel and 


In addition, pro- 
roll new footage with 
make up the 


a2 
Personalities already set are) 


Fairbanks firm 





MERRIMAN’S TV SHOW 


Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 


Randy Merriman, KSTP radio 


Main segment will be based on 





tice to all men if there is a change 
in schedule. 
the weekend, 


El Paso—Norman J. Docken has 
He has been in 


revamping. Contract 





, man will select the best television plays of the year. 


employees a five-day week. 


Inside Television 


What’s believed to be the first actual “wipe” effect yet devised for 





television was inaugurated over the weekend by the N. Y. Daily News’ 
WPIX during its pickups of the N. Y. Giants’ baseball games. Developed 
under the supervision of chief engineer Tom Howard, the effect is 
created for use with a split-screen and was utilized in the action where 
a TV sports director usually employs a super-imposition shot. 
| while a pitcher was hiking into the mound from the bullpen, half the 
screea showed him 
catcher-coach huddle on the mound. Then, as the replacement pitcher 
gradually crossed over into the second half of the screen, the first half 
was ‘“‘wiped” into a full-screen shot. 


Thus, 


and the other half showed the usual pitcher- 


“Wipe” is one of the optical effects developed early in the film in- 


dustry but it required optical printing, which TV is not able to employ 
on live shows. 
the Giant games, the newest addition being installed on a platform 
immediately alongside the boxes on the first-base foul line. This camera 


WPIX, incidentally, is now using five cameras for 


provides shots of the plate and the infield at almost ground level and 
WPIX has proved via experimentation that it does not interfere with 
actual play. (WOR-TV,N. Y., has a similar camera site on the Brooklyn 
Dodger games.) Three of the other cameras are mounted in the press 
box, with the fifth being used in a studio under the Polo Grounds for 
the Chesterfield cigaret commercials. 





N. Y.’s Mayor William O’Dwyer, who has been conducting a full- 


| scale campaign recently to have N. Y. retain its hold as TV’s program | 


center, is now apparently favoring the medium over even newspapers. 
He plans to utilize video tomorrow night (Thurs.) for the first official 
announcement of his new policy board for the city’s hospitals, rather 
than releasing the information to newspapers via press handouts, as 
is usually the case. 

Announcement will be made on his ‘‘Mayor’s Desk” bi-weekly video 
program aired via the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX. Even the News, inci- 
dentally, will not have the info prior to the TV program. 





WAAM, Baltimore television indie, is pulling a twist in its coverage | 


of United Nations sessions frum Lake Success, N. Y., by ordering net- 
work service on the UN pool but keeping the pickup on standby while 


running its regular afternoon program. Program chief Herb Cahan | 


monitors the network pool and orders cut-ins on local studio shows 
when he deems it necessary. 
Policy results from a desire to bring audiences highlights of the 


crucial UN meetings, while «eeping the station’s sehedule of local 


shows practically intact. Viewers are told in advance that the station 
will interrupt these programs when advisable for the UN cut-ins. 





William I. Kaufman, NBC-TV casting director, will have a second 
tome on video out in about six weeks after his initial one this fall. The 
first, with a preface by RCA board chairman David Sarnoff, is a text, 
“Your Career in Television,” and Merlin Press, N. Y., will bring it out 
next month. 

Second book will be the start of a series of annuals in which Kauf- 
His initial selec- 
tions will comprise the bests for 1949. The 
idea of Merlin Press, which is also publishing that tome, with the pub- 
lisher selecting Kaufman to make the choices. 





N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX set 93 contracts for new and renewed busi- 
ness in spots, participations and full programs during July, almost 
matching the May and June totals despite the usual summer slump. 
Highlighting the new business is a deal set with Schaefer’s Beer to 
gy a pickup of a hurling game from the Polo Grounds. N. Y 

ept. ; 


Station also pacted with new advertisers for spots on its 


“Night Owl Theatre,” series of feature film oldies, which is now com- | 


pletely sold out. 





The finals of the hunt for “Miss U. S. Television,” being conducted 
on 13 tele stations, will be carried on the full DuMont network Sept. 3 


_from the Chi Fair studios of WGN.,. Winner of the combination beauty- 


talent search launched last month by Radio Features, Inc., will receive 
up to $35,000 in prizes. 


Archainbaud is directing the first. 


OF NOSTALGIC VIDPIX fore the Cameras last week at 


station to guarantee a 58-hour no- | 


Thus a man, off for | 

cannot be called | 
back to work because of a roster | 
also gives | 


“best TV plays” was the | 








Tele Chatter 





New York 


Adelie Rasey, former film, legit 
'and radio actress, subbing for 
‘Dorothy Doan for two weeks 
| started Monday (7) on CBS-TV’s 
“Vanity Fair.” ... American Tele- 


vision Society prez David Hale Hal- 





pern offered President Truman the | 


organization’s full services “in any 
manner you may direct” in the 
current world crisis. . . . Norman 
Gladney joined the Franklin, Ber- 
tin & Tragerman agency as vee- 
pee and tele director. Agency will 
change its name to Franklin, Glad- 
ney & Tragerman starting Nov. 1. 
David D. Polon, formerly with the 
Scheck agency, has joined FB&T 
as video programming and produc- 
tion chief. . . . Richard Hayes now 
permanent male vocalist on “Songs 


for Sale,”’ CBS Friday night simul- | 


cast. . . . John Daly expected to 
take over the lead role in the up- 
coming TV version of “Big Town,” 
which Lever Bros. will bankroll on 
CBS Thursday nights in the fall. 


Legit producer Mike Todd | 


guesting on Faye Emerson’s ‘‘Fif- 
teen with Faye” show tonight 





TELLO-TEST’ NOW SET 
FOR TV SYNDICATION 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 


launched its video version of the 
phone-quizzer on WBKB Monday 
(7). After a warmup run on WBKB, 


‘show will be offered for syndica- | 


tion in other cities. 

Video package, tagged ‘Foto- 
Quiz,” uses the phone-quiz format 
| with the added twist that the pic- 
ture of the person being called 
will share the screen with the em- 
cee. The calls are made to those 
viewers who have sent in their own 
photos or who have had their pic- 
tures taken by the Foto-Quiz pho- 
tog, who'll do his snapping on the 
streets and will hand out cards to 
| be mailed in by those who want to 
get on the call list. 

For a crack at the jackpot, which 
on the WBKB stanza will be kept 
at about $1,000, participants will 
be asked a qualifying question and 
then the payoff query. 

Show is being aired half-hour 
daily cross-the-board on the Chi 
station, with Danny O'Neil doing 

| the emceeing. 


Test TV ‘Hit Parade’ 
| In Sat. Nite NBC Slot 





| Video version of Lucky Strike’s | 
“Hit Parade” is scheduled for a/! 


Saturday night test slot Aug. 19 


via NBC. Show will go in the 10:30. 
to 11 period and, if it looks good | 
there to American Tobacco and, 
BBD&O agency, it will take over) 


the position permanently. That 
would mean it will tail NBC's two- 
and-a-half hour “Saturday Night 
Revue,” which resumes next 
month. 

“Hit Parade” during the last 
month has been alternating Mon- 


day nights at 9 with “Lights Out.’ | 


Admiral Radio resumes as spon- 
sor of “‘Lights’” on a weekly basis 
Starting Aug. 28, necessitating a 
new period for the Lucky Strike 
show. AM version of “Hit Parade,” 
incidentally, continues Saturday 
nights at 9, indicating the Raymond 
| Seott orch and several cast mem- 
bers will be doing separate shows 
on the same night. 





Filmtone’s Groucho Series 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

The Groucho Marx television 
show will be put on film by Film- 
tone. Deal was set last week by 
NBC and BBD&O agency, repre- 
senting DeSoto-Plymouth, show’s 
sponsors. 

Filmtone, under Filmcraft Pro- 
ductions, will make 39 programs 
on 35m. Each of the show will 
be taped for Marx’ radio broad- 
casts simultaneously with the film- 
ing. Shows will run 60 minutes 
and be edited to 30 minutes for 
a on each medium. Filmtone 
wi 
layout. 

Initial Marx show test reel wag 
made by Hal Roach Productions. 
This reel was responsible for the 
selling of the TV series to spon- 
sors. 
| bid for the series by Filmtone 
which accounts for the switch in 
i production units, 


Radio Features, Inc., whose radio 
| giveaway package—“Tello-Test”’ is | 
currently carried on 225 stations, | 


use seven cameras on each 


However, Roach was under- | 





(Wed.) via NBC. ... Kyle MacDon- 
nell and George Reeves set to star 
in ‘Feathers in a Gale” on NBC's 
“Kraft Theatre” tonight (Wed.). 
The Satisfiers (Ted Hansen, Art 
Lambert, Bob Lange and Dottie 
Evans) will replace John Conte for 
two weeks on his Van Camp stanza 
/on NBC-TV. . .. Bill Treadwell, 
| associated for several years with 
Uncle Don on WOR, is packaging a 
kid show, “Birthday Party,” with 
Len Golos. . . . Betty Field and 
Joseph Schildkraut will star in 
NBC-TV’s production of Pirandel- 
,lo’s “Six Characters in Search of 
an Author” Aug. 13. . . Zelma 
Cohen, formerly a_ booker with 
Telecast Films and Cinetel Corp., 
joined Atlantic Television Corp. in 
the same capacity. 

Actor Charles Randall appear- 
ing on ABC-TV’s “True Story” 
Friday night (11)... . David Karp, 
scripter on the Buddy Rogers radio 
show, adapted his own short story, 
|The Philanderer,” for CBS-TY’'s 
“Starlight Theatre” Aug. 17... ., 
Margie Hart, Bernie Hart, Betty 
Garde and Bernard Sobel slated 
'to guest with Mike O’Shea on 
WPIX’s “Broadway Scrapbook” 
| Friday night... . Gloria St. Clair, 
| singing pianist at Bill Bertolotti’s, 
N. Y. eatery, making her video 
debut tonight (Wed.) as guest on 
John Conte’s NBC show. 


Hollywood 


Jack Hively and Axel Gruenberg, 
who with Carl Wester comprise 
new Trio Productions, start second 
half-hour TY film this week at Hal 
Roach studios. Hively and Gruen- 
berg share producer - director 
chores. . . . Eric Harris will join 
CBS-TV as a television recording 
engineer this month. Harris is 
presently completing a film edit- 
ing job on Mike Stokey’s “Mike 
Battle, Investigator” kinescoped at 
KLAC-TV last week. . . . KFI-TV 
has sold its cross-the-board film 
strip to Eastside Beer. Program 
will teeoff on Oct. 9 following 
conclusion of KFI-TV’s telensing 
of the L. A. Angels baseball games. 
; Alvino Rey, and the King 
| Sisters, have Dave Shearing Quin- 
| tet and Nat King Cole set to make 
vidfilm briefies for Snader Tele- 
scriptions. .. . Dacita and her all- 
male band inked for a once-weekly 
half-hour show over KFI-TV. Mike 
| Darrin will handle vocals on the 
show along with Dacita who will 
also toss a few dance routines. . 








| 
| 


_ Carl Schlichter has signed with 
Ziff-Davis Publications for ‘‘Mar- 
shall of Gunsight Pass,” video 


show over KECA-TYV, to appear in 
Mammoth Western mag.... “The 
Show Must Go On,” starring 
Buddy Ebsen, will be the fourth 
Elmer Fix telefilm to go before the 
cameras for Tel-Air Associates. ... 
John Goetz has moved to KLAC- 
pM as a director, from CBS lo- 
cally, 





Chicago 


Clifton Utley’s newscast on 
WNBQ expanded to a Monday 
through Friday strip with the Rock 
Island Railroad bankrolling the 
fifth stanza. Railroad also sponsors 
the Monday and Wednesday seg- 
_ments of the quarter-hour show. 
. .. Howard Rapport joins the Tat- 
ham-Laird Chi office as teevee 
copywriter. Singer Nancy 
Evans leaves the Wayne King 
band after five years as featured 
vocalist to set up her own TV 
producing outfit. Gloria Van and 
|Jacqueline James are replacing 
her with the King orch. ... Vet 
Chi radio actor Phil Lord, cur- 
rently featured in NBC’s “Studs 
Place” and “Hawkins Falls” dis- 
| charged from a ‘hospital last week 
| after suffering head injuries in a 
cab accident. .. : Clayton Bergman 
will produce “Shirtsleeves Seren- 
_ade,” weekly quarter-hour musical- 
/ dramatic show bowing on WBKB 
Aug. 16, featuring the Mel Brandt 
Trio, Collin and McKay and actor 
Jimmy Dexter. . . . Hugh Robert- 
son, Zenith exec veepee, an- 
nounced price boosts on company’s 
tele and radio sets ranging from 
| $2 to $20 on new line introduced 
in June. . . . Howard Miller's 
“Record Spotlight” on WNBQ gets 
a 13-week renewal from the Chi 
Herald-American. ... Gene Autry’s 
vidpix get a 13-week ride on 
WENR-TV starting Sept. 16 for 
the E. J. Brach & Sons candy com- 
pany, through J. Walter Thompson. 
- . . Bob Murphy, co-emcee on 
WENR-TV’'s “Bob and Kay" two- 
hour strip off this week for 4 
two-week vacation in North Caro- 
lina. ... New puppet show, tagged 
“Jack and Gigi,” debuts Sept. 17 
on WENR-TV in Sunday 3:10 to 
3:40 slot for Schulze & Burch, 
baking company, through Gordan 
' Best agency, 
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after 1975. WHAT? 


You might expect a radio station that originates 16 network programs every week to be 
situated in New York or Hollywood. Or at least inChicago. But, WSM is the exception. 
This station, with a talent staff of over 200 entertainers is located down South. 











networks’ massive buildings. But no. The largest audience to 


see any radio show—5,000 people—watches WSM’s Grand Ole Opry in 
Nashville, Tennessee every Saturday night. 







Do you have the idea that all stations outside of major production 
f) centers are content to take shows off the network without regard for local 

programming? Maybe youll lift a curious eyebrow when you are told that WSM — 
originates 25 live talent programs every day! 







Would you believe it—entertainers on WSM are among the biggest 
names in the country. Stars like Red Foley, Minnie Pearl, Roy Acuff, Hank Williams, 
Ernest Tubb, Snooky Lanson, Beasley Smith, Francis Craig .. . and 200 others. 
re F epee which has sold 130,000,000 phonograph records and 

annually draws crowds of more than a half-million on nationwide public appearances. 








In the past, there have been other entertainers on this station . .. names you 
may remember. Dinah Shore, Phil Harris, James Melton, Kay Armen, to name just 


by 


a few who got their start on the same radio station here in Nashville. 


* 






That song you were humming a moment ago? It may have been written by a 

member of WSM’s staff. Within the past two years this station's 
tunesmiths have produced such hits as Near You, Beg Your Pardon, 
Lucky Old Sun and Old Master Painter. 





Some folks know the phrase, “Radio Stations Everywhere—But Only One WSM.” Perhaps 
these facts serve to point up that claim. But greater than any of these 
amazing talent-production figures about WSM, greater than our 50,000 watt 
Clear Channel signal which covers the Central South is this fact: 






ae WSM means something to this region . . . this region means something to WSM. 
This year as we begin our second 25 years of radio broadcasting, WSM’s new television station 
will make its debut. The same programming for local taste will go into this new medium. At the 


same time the radio station will continue to serve the vast Central South which remains WSM’s 
listener family of millions. 





Radio at WSM is here to stay. And by the time we celebrate 
our Golden Anniversary in 1975, we hope to have a great 


deal to add to this report of radio progress. W M 





NASHVILLE 
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take television classes into research 


‘laboratories, workshops and rare 


book vaults from which all but a 
accredited students, usually 


engaged in graduate work, 


86 RADIO-TELEVISION 
TV’s ‘Let the Chips Fall’ < 


night at 8 slot, planning to launch 
the show several weeks before 
Berle returns in an effort to tie 
down an audience which will re- 
main for the season. 

CBS last year had Wednesday 
nights sewed up with its “Godfrey 
& Friends” show. This year, NBC 
will launch the first of two series of 
expensive variety shows to be em- 
ceed by rotating comedians direct- 
ly opposite Godfrey. Emcee line- 
up will probably include Ed Wynn, 
Danny Kaye and perhaps Danny 
Thomas. On Thursdays, CBS will 
have an hour-long dramatic series 
sponsored by Buick, with Cecil B. 
DeMille as _ potential producer, 
bucking the Kay Kyser show on 
NBC. Latter has never had top 
ratings, but represented NBC’s big- 
gest show of the evening. With 
Groucho Marx taking over the 8:30 
to 9 slot on Thursday nights, ABC 
may have a fight brewing to re- 
tain its “Stop the Music” hold on 
the 8 to 9 hour. 

Fridays, with both NBC and CBS 
taking it relatively easy, DuMont 
is opening up with a bid for top 
honors. Web is inserting its new 
Buddy Rogers vaudeo production, 
“Cavalcade of Stars,” “Hands of 
Destiny” and ‘“‘Roscoe Karns, Inside 
Detective” on that night. ABC, 
meanwhile, will have its “Pulitzer 
Prize Playhouse,” sponsored by 


Schlitz, in the Friday night 9 to 10 
slot opposite CBS’ “Ford Theatre.” 
Saturdays, with CBS’ Ken Murray 
show bucking the first hour of 
NBC's 8 to 10:30 “Saturday Night 
Revue,” CBS is also slotting an 
hour-long production starring 
Frank Sinatra from 9 to 10 and a 
simulcast of “Sing It Again’ from 
10 to 11. In addition on Saturday 
nights. DuMont will have its 
ticket of Madison Sq. Garden sport 
events. 

Sunday will see NBC’s second 
series of vaudeo shows with rotat- 
ing emcees, this one sporsored by 
Colgate and grooved to take the 
play from Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of 
the Town,” long a top-rater on CBS 
in the 8 to 9 period. 
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will reflect off-campus adult edu- 
cation courses and will be general- 
ly classified as “‘modern living.” 
Less formal than the first part of 
the program, it will draw on uni- 


versity resources to stress “how- 
to-do” tips to appeal to a wide 
audience. 


The final 20-minute portion of 
the projected program will show 
the university at work. This will 


This segment also will transport 


television students to distant quar-_| 
both of which are on wax) is termed a commercial performance and 


ters of the globe where university 
expeditions have probed the icy 


wastes of Greenland to the jungles | 


of Central America. 


At the beginning, many of the 
programs will originate from the 


station’s studios in Detroit. When | 
necessary and, perhaps entirely in 


the future, telecasts will be beamed 
from the campus using technics 
employed at football games. 

Waldo Abbott, director of the 
University Broadcasting Service 
and Station WUOM in Ann Arbor, 
recalled that 28 years ago members 
of the faculty were transported to 
Detroit to WWJ to entertain and 
instruct the crystal-set owners of 
that day. 

Harry Bannister, general man- 
ager of WWJ and WW4J-TV, char- 
acterized the joint project as “a 
serious effort to employ the latest 
offspring of the mechanical revolu- 
tion in the field of education. It 
should prove an answer to those 
who criticize television for its en- 
tertainment ‘lure’.” 





Minneapolis — Jack Horner, 
KSTP TV and AM sports director, 
passing the cigars because of the 
arrival of Thomas, a 11-pounder, 
the Horner’s fifth child—all of 
them boys. 
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And on this farm he has 

need for new implements, fencing, 

paint and electrical appliances for his home. Farmer 
MacDonald also has the money . . . plus the ineli- 


nation to spend. 


Just where can you find this potential customer? 
Right in the heart of WLW-Land. And there are 
689,999 other WLW-Land farmers just like him. All 
together, they plan to spend $890,000,000 in 1950.* 


It’s the greatest farm market in history 
And the quickest, surest way to reach this rich 


market is via WLW, which attracts one-sixth—17.0% 
—of all rural radio listening throughout WLW’'s 


four-state area,** 


THE GREATEST FARM MARKET IN HISTORY 
THE GREATEST SELLING MEDIUM IN THE MIDWEST 


reaches... 





Of all farm families in the WLW Merchandise-Able 
Area, 38.7% listen to WLW more often than to any 
other station (with 219 stations competing). WLW 


81.7% of all rural radio homes in four weeks 


66.5% of all rural radio homes during an average week 


And, the average rural home reached listens ONE 
HOUR AND FOUR MINUTES PER DAY to WLW, 


For further information, contact any of 
the WLW Sales Offices in 


Cincinnati, 


New York, 


Chicago or 
Hollywood. 
* Special farm consumer survey—now available 


**Nielsen Radio Index, Feb-March, 1950 
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the nation’s most merchandise-able. station 
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‘will air them next Sunday (13). 








Inside Stuff—Radio 


Record companies, realizing the value of exploitation on radio, are 
releasing some albums for broadcasting in toto, although this involves 
the grand rights. In most cases, playing of the complete recording of 
a dramatic show (e.g., “Death of a Salesman” and the “Cocktail Party,” 


prohibited unless permission is obtained. 

However, CBS on Sunday (6) aired the Columbia recordings of Gian- 
Carlo Menotti’s “The Medium” and “The Telephone,” and WNBC, N. Y., 
In the case of WNBC, a “nominal 
sum” was paid for the rights. The Menotti works, incidentally, are 
currently on Broadway, at the Arena theatre in the Hotel Edison. 

WNEW, N. Y., last Sunday preemed the Columbia album of “Peter 
Pan,” also current on Broadway, with WNBC also skedding the show 
soon. The NBC key has also lined up the preems of the third volume 
of “I Can Hear It Now” and the disks Margaret Truman is cutting for 
RCA Victor. 





A plan to spread per inquiry (PI) business has been incepted by the 
Sommer & Son Co. of Mount Vernon, N. Y. Outfit advertised in the 
N. Y. Times classified section, and those inquiring received a letter 
offering them a list of 400 stations which accept PI deals. List sells for 
$100 of which $25 is payable in advance and the rest on the basis of 
2° of net profit from sales consummated as a result of the service. 

Sommer also offers to handle complete campaigns, writing to the 
400 outlets for $225. 

Letterhead of the company describes it as “Export & Import, Manu- 
facturers Agents, Real Estate Brokers, Efficiency Counsels, Wholesale 
Specialists, Industrial Analysts and Vocational Guidance.” 





Despite Dan Golenpaul’s suit against Mutual, which alleged mishan- 
dling of his “Information Please” as a co-op show, the stanza is now 
returning to WOR, Mutual’s N. Y. key and a leading stockholder in 
the web. It preems tonight (Wed.) at 9 p.m., with Fred Allen and 
Howard Lindsay as guests. 

New edition of the stanza, with Clifton Fadiman, Franklin P. Adams 
and John Kieran on the panel, will be transcribed and syndicated. In 
addition to WOR, it will be aired over KNBC, ’Frisco; WIBA, Madison, 
Wis.; and WGY, Schenectady. For the first eight broadcasts a quali- 
tative analysis of its audience reactions will be made. 





Mutual, for the first time in recent years, is doing no broadcasting 
from the Saratoga racetrack—due to the network's “Game of the Day” 
balleasts, but CBS and ABC are covering the feature event on Satur- 
days. Joe Palmer, New York Herald Tribune turf writer, is at the CBS 
mike; Jack McCarthy, at the ABC amplifier. Bryan Field handled the 
originations for Mutual. 

The top race daily at Saratoga is being broadcast over eight upstate 


|N. Y. stations, via WABY, with Fred Capossela, official course an- 


nouncer, as caller. 
by Roy Shudt. 


Two events daily are described over WRTR, Albany, 





Charge by Albert Sindlinger that A. C. Nielsen’s estimate of video 
penetration into radio audiences is excessive is being answered by 
Nielsen. Sindlinger had said that Nielsen indicated radio about 24% 
off nationally in the evening with 10° of the nation owning a set. 
Nielsen replies that his index has never shown radio off by 24% na- 
tionally, that this is more in line with the loss in metropolitan areas in 
evening hours. “Actually,” he adds, “the overall national evening 
loss for April, 1950, as compared with April, 1949, was of the order of 
12%.” 

Nielsen said that the TV-ownership in April was between 12-13% 
rather than the 10% figure quoted by Sindlinger. 





The Seattle local of the American Federation of Radio Artists is mak- 
ing four 15-minute dramatic radio shows to plug the coming “Seattle 
Seafair,” Aug. 11-20. The four shows will be transcribed and used by 
all Seattle stations between now and Aug. 16, when the Seafair Coro- 
nation will be held. AFRA members are contributing writing, produc- 
tion and talent fer the four shows. 

Seattle stations are going all-out to plug the celebration, with a 
radio committee consisting of George Dean, KOMO; Roland Bradley, 
KJR, and Al Morris, KRSC, handling arrangements. 





“Directory of Radio News Programs,” now in preparation of the 
NAB'’s research dept. with the aid of National Assn. of Radio News 
Directors prexy Jack Shelley (of WHO, Des Moines), will be ready for 
release in October. 

Broadcast Advertising Bureau’s new desk-top presentation on radio 
newscasts—similar to “Radio's Feminine Touch” book—will be ready 
for release Aug. 18. It will sell to NAB members for $7.50. 





National Assn. of Radio Station Representatives has published its 
second annual directory of the 500 outlets repped by its 15 members. 
Booklet has a separate tele section which lists 71 video stations handled 
by 13 NARSR members. 


Leo Burnett’s $22,000,000 


| 


itself essentially a Chi agency, al- 
though it has branch offices in N.Y. 
and Los Angeles. It also prides 
itself on its slow staff turnover. | 
Most of the group of eight persons 
who joined the outfit when it was 
formed are still numbered among 
the present 280 employees. 


Some measure of the agency’s 
growth is found in the fact that as 
of June it had placed a total of, this fall are ‘“Fallstaff Fabulous 
$100,000,000 worth of advertising Fables” moving into the 5:55 to 6 
since its founding, while this year’s’ p. m. slot cross-the-board on ABC 
total will amount to nearly a fourth for Mars, and the 10:15 to 10:30 
of that figure. segment of the morning Godfrey 

During the past six months Bur-| show on alternating days on CBS 
nett has grabbed off four new bill- for Pillsbury. 
ings, the largest being the Mars| Other Pillsbury shows handled 
candy account, totaling better than. by the a’ency that are starting a 
$1,500,000, which moved over new season on CBS this fall are 
with Ralph Ellis from the Grant the cross-the-board Linkletter 
agency. Also new since the first | “House Party” in the 3:30-3:55 
of the year are the Bauer & Black! period: the Cedric Adams strip 
and Kellog Rice Krispies billings cross-the-board at 3:55 to 4 p. m. 
and a special project for Procter & and 12:55 to 1 p. m. on Saturdays, 
Gamble. |and the “Grand Central Station” 

The new teevee shows to be show on same day from 12:30 to 
launched through the agency this 12:55. 
fall are the Smilin’ Ed McConnell Shows continuing on NBC are the 
weekly half-hour show bowing Aug. | cross-the-board “Pure Oil News 
26 on NBC for the Brown Shoe Time” and the half-hour Saturc2y 
Co., and “Life With Linkletter,”| Smilin’ Ed McConnell stanza for 
weekly half-hour starting on ABC Brown Shoe Co. On ABC its also 
Oct. 6 for Green Giant Co. Pure a half-hour Saturday stanza, “Club 
Oil Co. has. picked up NBC’s “Who. Time,” for Club Aluminum. .. - 




















Continued from page 26 








Said That?” in 15 markets for a 
September teeoff. Mars has or- 
dered three quarter-hour segments, 
and Kellogg Rice Krispies billings 
ments weekly on NBC's “Howdy 
Doody.” Pillsbury is taking the 
8:15 to 8:30 period on Arthur God- 
|frey’s Wednesday night show on 
CBS. 

The new radio billings going on 
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TED ASHLEY 


| Proudly Welcomes 


IRA L. STEINER 


As A Member of the Firm of TED ASHLEY ASSOCIATES 








To all of our clients, the networks, advertising 
agencies and sponsors who have expressed their 


best wishes—many thanks. 


To the industry generally—as the fastest 
growing talent and package organization in 
radio and television, we will continue to serve 
you with all of the enthusiasm, knowledge, 
experience, cooperation and personal attention 


that you have come to expect of us. 


Together—We confidently look forward to a 


oreat era in Show Business. 








TED ASHLEY ASSOCIATES 





545 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 
MUrray Hill 7-0576 
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Don’t Let Anti-Color Forces Use Korea | 
To Stall Color TV Decision—Johnson 


Washington, Aug. 8. 


Senator Edwin C. Johnson, D., 
Colo., chairman of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, served no- 
tice on the FCC today (Tues.) that 
there must be no temporizing “with 
a clearcut decision now” on the 
color video question because of 
the Korean situation. 

The senator’s letter 
chairman Wayne Coy was inspired 
by two letters from RCA _ board 
chairman David Sarnoff and CBS 
prexy Frank Stanton to Coy Say- 
ing they are opposed to delaying a 
decision on color. 


to FCC 


In a strong missive, Johnson 
urged FCC commissioners not to 
be pressured by industry in- 


fluences trving to use the military 
situation to stall the color decision. 
The FCC is trying to get the de- 
cision out by Labor Day. 


It’s understood Johnson’s letter 
is intended as a prop to Coy’s 
efforts to get a positive decision 


on color in the face of repeated 


vacillations on the part of some 
commissioners who want to avoid 
commitments through the device 


of the military emergency 
He told Coy “the employment of 


the current Korean crisis as an 
alibi for delay by the detractors 
of color television shows how 


desperate they are for any excuse 
for procrastination, deferment or 
weasely-worded proposed findings 
which would have the deadly effect 
of delay itself. When delay is the 
objective. of course any expedient 


will serve the purpose, but it is 
wholly unrealistic for these selfish 
interests to seize upon the war 
need as an excuse; it indicates an 
utter lack of appreciation of the 
important part played by elec- 
tronics in modern war.” 

Johnson said that color TV could 
be of “vast aid” to the defense 
effort in testing jet engines’ 
colors, observing guided 
and in secret processes 

“Korea,” he _ said, not part 
of the testimony in the record, and 
even if it were honestly believed 
that a decision for immediate 
utilization of color could not be 
put into effect because of the war, 
the Commission has not duty or 
responsibility, or even right to use 
such an anticipated development 
as a prop for ‘no decision now,’ or 
for anything other than a clearcut 
definitive decision based on the 
record before it. I am certain that 
you will agree that to do otherwise 
would subject the commissioners to 
the sharpest criticism.” 

The senator said that he found 
it hard to believe that such ex- 
pedients will be resorted to in 
view of the testimony before the 
FCC by Commissioners Edward 
Webster and George Sterling that 
they favored a “quick and posi- 
tive decision” on color. 


missles 
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Cincinnati — Charles 


Vaughan 
has rejoined WLW-T 


as a pro- 


ducer, a post he filled for the past | 


16 months on WLW-T, Dayton. 




















SUBJECTS SUITED TO 


WANTED 
TELEVISION 
SHORTS — FEATURES 


for 


MEXICO-—CUBA—BRAZIL 
ALL LATIN AND 
SOUTH AMERICAN TERRITORIES 


AND PSYCHOLOGY CONSIDERED 


LATIN TEMPERAMENT 





ENGLISH LANGUAGE—NO BARRIER 





CALL OR WRITE 





127 S. Broadway 





WILL ADVANCE DUBBING COSTS 


SUBJECTS TO BE DUBBED 
INTO SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE 


AT 


R. K. 0. CHURUBUSCO STUDIO, 
MEXICO CITY 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


FRANK FOUCE 


PAN AMERICAN 


TELEVISION CORPORATION 


Tel.: MU. 5713-MI. 1776 


Los Angeles 12, Calif. 
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of the new late-evening program 
means NBC will be operating eight 
hours a day for at least five days 


to the local station programming, 
such as that now being done by 
WNBT, NBC’s key outlet in N. Y. 


| 


communication of ideas are most 
important. 


| 


We respectfully sug- 


' gest that radio and television are 


vital media of mass communication 


_in the same category as newspa-| 
' pers and magazines and should be 


made as easily available to the 
public without imposition of a 


| punitive excise tax.” 


a week. This would be in addition | { 
| present 10% tax on radios to TV 


-WNBT now has shows on from 9:30 | 


a.m. until 1:15 p.m. cross-the-board 

;and plans to start soon in filling 
in the time available until the net- 
work takes over. The 6 to 7 p.m. 
hour is also local time under the 
present operational setup. 

NBC’s decision to expand into 
the post-midright hours points up 
the progress made by television 
during the last several years. As 
recently as 1948, some of the nets 
and many local stations were com- 
plaining that they could not com- 
ply with an FCC ruling that they 
must program at least 28 hours 
per week. Scheduling of a mystery 
series after midnight also indicates 
the extent to which TV program- 
ming will differ from that of radio. 
In AM, the late evening program- 
ming with few exceptions is de- 
voted to remote pickups of dance 
bands or disk jockey shows on 
both networks and local stations. 
Reason has been that neither radio 
execs nor advertisers have believed 
a dramatic or comedy show late in 
the evening could attract and hold 
an audience. 





| | McConnell 
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grown and prospered faster than 


any other almost solely with live 
shows. For example, he noted, 
NBC’s Class A time is virtually 


| tion. 


sold out for the upcoming fall sea- ' 


son and only one of the projected 
shows will be done on film. That’s 
to be the weekly Groucho Marx 
program ‘which, according to Me- 
Connell, will be similar to Marx’s 
“You Bet Your Life’? radio show 
and so will need the advantages 
of pre-broadcast editing. 

Reasons for TV’s’~ continued 
stress on live programming are 
based on more than economic fac- 
tors, he said. Probably the ma- 
jor factor is the audience’s appar- 
ent desire for that intangible spon- 
taneity that only live shows can 
_provide. Talent, too, he pointed 
|out, has learned the advantages of 
| live programming. “Think how 
|exciting it will be,” he said, ‘‘for 
t/a performer to work before a stu- 
| dio audience of 3,000 people in the 
| Center theatre (former ice-show 
|house in N. Y.’s Rockefeller Cen- 
| ter which NBC has leased) and still 
|be playing to millions of people 
in their homes.” 








“Hubbard 
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stalled a power box with a plug-in 
for the portable cable to be used 
in televising the baseball games. 
“The equipment was used in 
1948, 1949 and part of 1950 with 
no objection. Last week Streed 
and Anderson decided the equip- 
ment was unsafe. Stations through- 
out the nation use the same cable 
and equipment and engineers con- 
sider it safe...The inspectors 
were informed that the 


would be unable to make any 


station | 


changes in the wiring because of) 
the current strike of operators. 


The station told the city it planned 
to make a ‘test case’ of the issue 
and thought one arrest would be 


further depriving hundreds 


The proposal to extend the 
sets had been turned down in the 
House. The excise is designed to. 
bring in $42,000,000 in revenue. 

A similar letter to Chairman 
George from the Radio-TV Mfrs. 
Assn. Excise Tax Committee, head- 
ed by Dr. ‘Allen B. Du Mont, also 
criticized Secretary Snyder's posi- 
Television, the committee 
said, “is not to be compared with 
such activities as ‘professional 
sporting events,” but with other 
means of communication which 
have traditionally been fostered by 
Congress {t is the most effective 
means of mass communications 
that has yet been devised.” 











Voice of America | 
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re 
cated the larger distribution would 
be made in “crucial periphery” 
countries which Barrett defined as 
countries “which are under direct 
threat of the Soviet Union ‘ 
states from which we must pre- 
vent Soviet expansion if we are to 
win what has been called the cold 
war.”’ 

Department officials told the 
committee their latest estimate on 
the number of receivers in Russia 
is 6,000,000, most of which are 
capable of receiving shortwave. 
Total radio sets in the world, out- 
side of the U. S., was given as 89Q, 
928,000, of which 51,506,000 were 
estimated to be equipped for short- 
wave reception. 

Testimony on the extent of Rus- 
sian jamming brought out that 
there have been nearly 250 short- 
wave, sky wave jamming installa- 
tions identified and an estimated 
overall total of 1,000 or more, in- 
cluding local jammers which can- 
not be satisfactorily identified. 
Moscow, Kohler testified, “is ob- 
viously an area of great concentra- 
tion of jamming activities.” He 
said he saw antenna installations 
in Russia which appeared just 
about the time of the commence- 
ment of the all-out jamming pro- 
gram in April of last year. 
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interests aren't being served by the 
attack on time charges. 

ANA prexy Paul B. West, com- 
menting on sending copies of the. 
rate study to the four webs last 
week, backtracked to the extent of 


saying “There is not, and never 
was, any intention on ANA’s part 
to tell the networks what they 
should charge for their products. | 
That is the prerogative of the me- 
dium.” 

Object of sending out the report, 
West said, was to help the broad- 
casters “reach their individual and 
competitive business decisions 
more intelligently.” He expressed 
regret at the lack of an opportu- 
nity for the industry and the ad- 
vertisers’ reps to talk over the rate 
problem face-to-face. 

West, although citing the statis- 
tics on declining audiences “trace- 
able largely to the inroads of tele- | 
vision,” added “this does not im- 


_ply that radio is not still—and wil] 


thousands of their televised base- | 


ball... 
“Until we get the cooperation of 
Mayor Hoyer (of Minneapolis) and 


the electrical and building inspect- | 


ors, KSTP considers it impossible 
to further televise the baseball 
games.” 
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carefully weighed. Since televi- 
sion is highly developed in such 


Los Angeles, Washington, and 


_in times of emergency is easily ap- 
| parent. 


| “In these times, all media for the | lease, 


other major centers, its usefulness | 


tremendous potential value of tele-. 
vision for emergency instruction of | 


the civilian population should be| more and more theatres and in | 


vital areas as Detroit, Pittsburgh, | 


not continue to be—a very effec- | 


ti tive advertising medium and a good 
sufficient to test the law without) 


of | 


buy for many advertisers.” How- | 
ever, he said the old pattern has 
changed and further changes 
should be made “by individual 
markets rather than general aver- 
ages.” 
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duction growth (save for a ware | 
inspired TV bottleneck) threatens | 


to create a studio snarl that could | 
throw the webs into a financial 
tailspin in their acquisition of 


turn invite a crisis among legit 
impresarios. 

The latest acquisition of Broad- 
way properties transpired last 
week, when DuMont acquired the 
Ambassador theatre on West 49th 
street, under terms of a five-year 
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Tele Follow-Up | 
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the novelty tunes; Harry Salter’s 
orch, and the Variety Dancers, 
Henderson and Miss Mayfair to. 
gether give the show the maximum 
in production mountings so that 
even without the jackpot, it could 


hold its own in the vaudeo or re. 


vue sweepstakes. 





Chief trouble with DuMont's 
Cavalcade of Stars seems to be 
proper script material. The Jackie 
Gleason-emceed one-hour Saturday 
night stanza, sponsored by the 
Druggists of America, had an ex- 
cellent guest lineup last Saturday 
(5). But the exchanges between 
Gleason and guest star. Bert 
Wheeler and the one skit presented 
were the weak spots of an other- 
wise good vaudeo presentation. 

Singer Billy Daniels is a natural 
for video. Aside from his unusual 
style, his movements and facial ex. 
pressions lend themselves to tele. 
vision presentation, and camera 
caught him in closeups and at a 
distance fluidly. Dance team of 
Cabot & Dresden likewise moved 
easily before the camera. Dorothy 
Claire had some good song mate- 
rial 


but lack of movement made 
her turn somewhat static. Acro 
turn of the Kanazawa Trio was 
well shot. 


With as varied and well-known 
a vaudeo lineup as this, the poor 
scripting tended to slow things 
down a bit. Wheeler's delivery was 
fresh and comical, but the material 
was just too much for him. Glea- 
son also‘was weighted down, but 
nonetheless handled his emcee 
chores nicely. 


Following an eight-week sum- 
mer hiatus, Weatherbird Shoes 
resumed sponsorship Sunday (6) 
of the final half-hour of ABC-TV’s 
“Super Circus.” Taking over al- 
ternate sponsorship of the 30-min- 
ute period every other week will 
be M. & M., Ltd, candy outfit, 
which is also returning after an 
eight-week vacation Sunday (13). 
Canada Dry resumes sponsorship 
of the first half of the hour-long 
show Sept. 3, following a hiatus. 

Featured on the shoe company’s 
30-minute segment this past Sun- 
day were routine performances by 
a dog act and an acro turn. Also 
on hand to pad out the show were 
ringmaster Claude Kirchner, circus 
bandleader Mary Hartline and the 


usual turnout of clowns. A brief 
kiddie participation stint, which 
had two girls lathering up the 


same number of boys for shaves, 
made for okay juve fare, as did 
the rest of program. 

Capt. Ferguson's dogs provided 
the canine antics with such stand- 
ard tricks as walking around on 
their hind legs and climbing up 
parallel bars. Holding down the 


/acro spot were the Three Tumbling 


Tars. Boys, sporting clown faces, 


pulled off some comic antics via 


their various’ gyrations. Miss 
Hartline made a nice appearance 
in her drum majorette costume, 
besides fronting the band through 
a lively bit. Kirchner conducted 
the program in nice fashion. 





Fort Worth — A new series, 


“Fashion Forecast,” will make its 
baie debut here on WBAP- 
%—U 


The fashion show will be 
telecast for a quarter-hour each 
Thursday evening. Nona Lou 
Greene, WBAP-TV fashion editor 
will be seen and heard with three 
models. 








—_ 








Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O‘CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN"™ 


(Universal-international) 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 




















“ARTIE” 4 
Currently 


BILL GREEN'S 
PITTSBURGH 
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Tele Authority, SAG Seen Ready To 


Bury Hatchet in Jurisdictional War 


Behind the scenes moves indi- 


cate that the Television Authority | 


and the Screen Actors Guild may 
bury the hatchet in their current 
judisdictional war for representa- 
tion of video talent. 


A compromise may be effected 
which would keep TVA from inter- 
vening in the SAG’s parleys with 
the National Labor Relations 
Board on the Coast while the film- 
ites refrain from intervening in 
TVA’s confabs with the NLRB in 
the east. 

On Friday (4) an informal hear- 
ing to clear the way for NLRB 
election among actors employed by 
picture producers was held in the 
federal agency’s L. A. offices. Al- 
though the NLRB says it notified 
TVA in advance of the meeting, no 
representative from the live talent 
unions appeared. 

It’s considered probable _ that 
TVA is waiting for word that SAG 
will accept a compromise agree- 
able to TVA before it decides not 
to intervene in the Coast proceed- 
ings. NLRB examiner’ Frank 
Yeager asked TVA attorney David 
Zisking to state that unions’s posi- 
tion immediately in writing. If 


TVA doesn’t intervene, elections 
could be held in a month or six 
weeks. If it does intervene, formal 


hearings would be held and NLRB 
will rule on what constitutes an 
appropriate bargaining unit for the 


picture actors and who is eligible | 


to vote. 


It’s understood that TVA is will- 
ing to accept some of SAG’s terms 
on working conditions. but wants a 
higher scale of pay than SAG is 
asking. If SAG goes along with 
TVA in setting its scale compar- 
able to TVA’s, then the two groups 
might be able to avoid further jur- 
isdictional battles. 


Taking part in the informal hear- 
ing on the Coast last week were 
William Hinckle and Benjamin 
Batchelder, of Assn. of Motion 
Picture Producers; Marvin Faries, 
Society of Motion Picture Pro- 


ducers; Louis Livingstone. Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 
Ass'n; Bonar Dyer, Walt Disney 
studio; John Dales, Jr., Kenneth 


Thomson, William Berger and Buck | 


Harris, SAG; H. O’Neil Shanks and 
‘Robert Gilbert, Screen Extras 
Guild. 

SAG filed amended petitions ask- 
ing for three separate NLRB elec- 
tions. These would be held sep- 
arately for actors employed by (1) 


AMPP, (2) SIMPP and (3) IMPPA. | 
the | 
TVA and SAG proposals for video | 


Chief difference between 
pay is that TVA wants pay on the 
basis of the length of the finished 


show, plus rehearsal time, while 
SAG wants pay on the length of 
time worked. 





Coy Tagged as Leadoff 
- Witness on M’Farland Bill 
As Congress Probes FCC 


Washington, Aug. 8. 
FCC Chairman Wayne Coy will 
lead off witnesses when the House 
Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce begins hearings to- 
morrow (Wed.) on the Senate-pass- 


ed McFarland bill to revamp cer- | 


tain procedures of the Commission, 
restrict its powers in issuing li- 
censes to anti-trust violators, and 


provide alternate sanctions against | 


licensees in lieu of revocation. 
Following Coy, the committee, 


Ohio) presiding, will hear a wit- 


ness from the anti-trust division of | 
Other 
witnesses slated to appear are Jo-| 


the Justice Department. 


WJZ on a Civic Binge 


As part of its work-with-the- 
community slant, WJZ, N. Y., will 
have the mayor of a different town 
near N. Y. guest on the Patt Barnes 
show each week, starting Friday 
(18) at 4:45 p.m. The mayors will 
all be called back at the end of 
the series for a big parley with 
New York’s Mayor William 
O’Dwyer. 

Idea of WJZ promotion topper 
Bill Berns is that the confab can 
result in a useful exchange of civic 
policies. 





Pentagon Nixes Plea 
For Coast Processing 
Of Korean Film Footage 


Hollywqod, Aug. 8. 
Pentagon has nixed a re- 
quest of television 
Coast. newsreel plant to handle 
footage directly from Korea on the 
grounds of security. The War 
Dept., however, has authorized a 
West Coast pool which will receive 
prints from the Department of De- 
fense lab on Long Island. 

All footage must go _ from 
Korea to Washington for perusal 
and clearance prior to processing 
by the N. Y. plant. Footage cleared 
is planed to the Coast pool, but ar- 
rives a day late, for transmission 
by participating stations. 

These stations, at this time, are 
KTSL, KNBH, KFI-TV, KTTV, 
KLAC-TV, KECA-TV and KFMB, 
San Diego. It is understood KTLA 
has not joined the pool because it 


The 


local for a 


age. KTTV, too, has its own 
cameraman in Korea covering the 
war, but also has subscribed to the 
pool. From scanning pix from 
Koera front, it’s known Pentagon 


seph Ream, veepee of CBS; Glen | makes some tactical decisions. 


| McDaniel, veepee of RCA; Don 


‘Petty, general counsel of NAB, 


Gordon Gray, general manager of | : ; : 
| a, © — ‘sell, radio script writer and actor, 


| copped the Democratic nomination 


| WSAY, Rochester, N. Y., and 
| Arthur Scharfeld, v.p. of Federal 
Communications Bar Ass’n. 

A committee spokesman said he 
had no idea how long the hearings 
will last but that several days 
would be required at the least. 





St. Louis—David La Verne Rus- 


for State Senator in the 12th Mis- 


| souri District in last week’s pri- 
He bested Norman , 


mary election. 
L. Kincheloe, a state sales tax in- 
spector and will oppose John D. 
Fels in the November election. 





| receives telenews from N. Y. Reel | 
; | will carry most of the same foot- 
with Chairman Robert Crosser (D- 


British TV Seeking U.S. Vaude Stars; 
Film, Legit Trailer Ties Mulled 


London, Aug. 1. 
Headliners for British TV are 
becoming as much of a problem as 


headliners for British vaudeville. | 


The London Palladium has, to all 
intents and purposes, resolved the 
issue by mass importations from 
Hollywood and Broadway. Now, 
unobtrusively, the British Broad- 
casting Corp. is following the same 
pattern for video. 

With a solitary exception, the 
BBC policy is not to make its own 
importations. Instead, it prefers to 
wait until Yank artists have been 
signed for London engagements 
and then offer them dates. 

Except for the biggest of the top- 
liners—the Sinatras, Bennys, Tony 
Martins, et al—the arrangement 
works very satisfactorily for the 
BBC. The biggest names, as a rule, 


are precluded by their vaude en-| 


gagements from doing TV  per- 
sonals, but for others, it’s often a 
useful boost with a potential audi- 
ence well above 1,000,000. 
During the last few 
vaudeo programs have had 
artists as top of the bill. Hilde- 
garde had her second TV date July 
l1 in London with the closing spot 
on the popular “Cafe Continental” 
floor show. The following week, 


the Merry Macs headed the ‘“Mu-| 
and the next! 


sic Hall’ program, 
Saturday (15) Isabel Bigley, newly 
returned from a Hollywood screen- 


test, starred in the first of Henry | 
Re- | 


Caldwell’s “Saturday Night 


vues.” 
BBC Woos West End 


BBC producers, with an aware- 
ness of the demand for new names 
and faces, make immediate bids to 
collar visiting artists. In recent 


weeks, | 
Yank | 


weeks, Julie Wilson, now conclud- | 


ing a cabaret season at the Em-| hic weekly platter stint. 


|opens WBEN at 5:45 a.m. with 15 


bassy, emceed a 30-minute show 
and had the windup spot. Sylvie 
St. Claire had a solo program on a 
recent Sunday with further dates 
to follow in the fall. 

Meantime, important behind-the- 


scenes moves are taking place be- 
tween the BBC and theatre man- 
agers to ease relations between the 
two mediums, Normally, legit op- 
erators bar telecasting of their 
shows either from theatres or from 
the TV studios. In one or two cases 
where the ban has been over- 
looked, the telecast gave the box- 
office a much-needed hypo. 

One idea now being worked out 
is that selected new West End pro- 
ductions should be given a 30-min- 
ute trailer on the London TV serv- 
ice. This would be a trailer ver- 
sion of the show, designed not to 
divulge the plot, but to indicate 
the theme, type of subject and 
other highlights. A tryout of this 
plan may soon be made with the 
current Jack Buchanan show, “Cas- 
tle in the Air,’ now playing the 
Savoy theatre. A similar scheme 


| has been put forward by film trade 


interests as part of the fall box- 
office campaign. They've sug- 
gested a weekly 30-minute trailer 
comprising excerpts from current 
London releases and from new 
West End presentations. 

A special survey would be nec- 
essary to determine the number of 
American artists now playing Brit- 
ish theatres, Labor Minister George 
Isaacs told Wing Commander Geof- 
frey Cooper in the House of Come 
mons recently. 

The questioner also asked to 
what extent British artists with 
similar qualifications were being 
displaced, and this brought an as- 
surance from the minister that ap- 
plicants for work permits had to 
give a guarantee that British sub- 


| jects had not been displaced. 





Buffalo — Clint Buehlman, 20- 
year veteran of Buffalo radio, has 
just added another quarter-hour to 
He now 


minutes of farm news sponsored by “ 
Dunlop Tire and Rubber Co. Add- 

ed time gives him 60 quarter-hours 

weekly of solid sponsorship with a 

substantial waiting list. 
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Ir IT'S NEWS YOU WANT 


-and your client wants - 


(and what client won’t, during the days to come?) 





remember to repeat and repeat and repeat this one walloping fact in every presentation 
you write, letter you write, and during any call you make: 


DURING THE MONTH OF JULY ALONE, WOR NEWSCASTS ATTRACTED 
21% MORE LISTENERS THAN THE AVERAGE NEWSCAST BROADCAST 


BY OTHER MAJOR 
NEW YORK STATIONS! 





—the station where news does more, 
more often, for more advertisers, 


than on any other station 
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NAB to End BAB April 1, Build Bigger, 
Independent $1,000,000 AM-Only Hy 


Washington, Aug. 8. ¢ 

NAB Board of Directors today 
decided to terminate Broadcast 
Advertising Bureau as a subsidiary 
of the parent organization on April 
1, when a new, independent or- 
ganization will be established to 
undertake the job of selling radio 


“on national, regional and local 
levels.” 
Directors also voted that “upon 


development of sufficient demands 
tor sales promotion services on be- 
half of TV stations NAB will con- 
sider sponsorship of such services 
for TV stations.” 

Action had been recommended 





»----— 


Elliott, Liebert Package 
Set For Syndication 


Harry S. Goodman Productions 
has launched a new 15-minute 
syndicated airer, featuring Larry 
Elliott reading stories and poems, 
and Dick Liebert, Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall (N. Y.) organist. Vocalists 
will be Jimmy Carroll and Betty 
Brewer. 

Goodman has also taken on sales 
and distribution of the “Ted Lewis 
Show.” half-hour series with Lewis 
and his orch, and “Arthur Smith 





by a special board committee con- 
sisting ol tobert D. Sweezey 
WDSU-TV. New Orleans, chair- 
man: William Martin, WMT, Cedar 


tapids; Allen Woodall, WDAK, 
Columbus. Ga.; Charles T. Caley, 
WMBD, Peoria, Ill.; and Edgar 


Kobak, of WTWA, Thomson, Ga. 
The board approved the commit- 
tee’s recommendation that the suc- 


cessor to BAD “should excel in 
stature, competence and program 
any similar sales promotion ac- 
tivity in any other medium, and 
that it should be supported not 
only by radio stations as such, but 
by all of those engaged in selling 


radio, including such groups as 
networks and_ station represent- 
atives.” 


The board accepted the commit- 
tee opinion that the new organiza- 
tion should be geared for an an- 
nual operating budget of at least 
$1.000,.000. 

In its first year BAB’s successor 
will give NAB members the benefit 
of expanded services without ad- 
ditional cost and with allocation of 
30% of their current NAB dues to 
the new organization. NAB mem- 
bers not desiring BAB services will 
be given a 30% dues reduction for 
the first year. It was estimated 
this would provide the corporation 
with an initial minimum budget of 
$200,000 on April 1, exclusive of 
income from new members, selt- 
liquidating projects and _ other 
sources 
Swezey said, ““‘We want to broad- 

the base of BAB activities as 
they relate to radio,” that radio 
*needs promotion most, needs it 
fost, needs a lot of it.” To divide 
the sales effort between AM and 
TV, he said, “‘might dilute it, with- 
out accomplishment.” He added 
there will be “no interlocking of- 
fices” of NAB and the new cor- 
poration. 

Swezey said that TV is now go- 
ing along well and that AM needs 
more promotional activity. There 
are few cities, he added, in which 
television has a competitive prob- 
lem. 


en 





Detroit— A 15-minute segment 
of the half-hour “Jean McBride 
Show” on WWJ-TV will be spon- 
sored once weekly for 13 weeks by 


and the Crackerjacks.” 


Horns Into Radio 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 

It’s no more music, music, mu- 
sic for Joseph (Buddy) Laconi, dis- 
trict trombonist who has been with 
a flock of name bands. last one 
being Larry Clinton. Some time 
ago Laconi decided to take a fling 
at radio and did announcer audi- 
tions at several stations. 
He's landed a job at 

nearby Butler, Pa. 
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s « 
Pour Oil Coin 
Continued from page 27 
analyst for a Pacitic Coast 


Amoco sponsors Murrow 
Eastern seaboard 





news 
pickup 
along the 


Coast News Strips Hot 
Seattle, Aug. 8 

Definite evidence that there is 
increased listening to, and com- 
mercial interest in news programs, 
is shown here in the recent sale 
by KJR, ABC outlet, of two major 
news strips. Most recent sale was 
the dinner edition of the news at 
6 p.m. with Dick Keplinger, five 
times a week, to the Shell Oil Co., 
on a 52-week basis. Sale is one of 
the biggest in local radio for some 
time. 

Other news sale was Sheelah 
Carter’s program of news from the 
woman’s angle on a 52-week basis 
to Lincoln First Federal Savings 
of Seattle.. Show airs at 12:15 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 





Pittsburgh — While Florence 
Sando, WCAE’s femme commenta- 
tor, is vacationing on Cape Cod, 
Bette Smiley is doing her noon- 
time show and Helen Wayne Rauh 
her afternoon program . . Peter 
Gramba, WJAS transmitter engi- 
neer, and his wife celebrate their 
17th wedding anniversary this 
week ... Johnny Kirby, longtime 
KDKA singing star, set for role in 
new musical, “Little Boy Blue,” 
which opens in Hollywood next 
| month prior to Broadway. Its been 
' produced by Paula Stone and her 
husband, Michael Sloane... 
ard Kapner, general manager 
WCAE, and his wife are spending a 
few weeks at Nantucket ... Cal 








In-Sink-Erator, garbage disposal Mara Bucheit now handling pub- 
unit. Cummings, Brand & Mce- licity and sales promotion at 
Pherson is the agency. ‘'WJAS 

e 





THAT RE 
IN DETROIT 


We're proud o 


f the successful 


company we keep on WJBK 


PACKARD MOTORS 

B. C. REMEDY 

BLONDEX 

BORDEN’S INSTANT COFFEE 
DR. CALDWELL 

CAMEL CIGARETTES 


CHASE & SANBORN 
COFFEE 

COLGATE VEL 

CROSLEY REFRIGERATORS 

GARRETT WINES 

IPANA TOOTHPASTE 

LAFRANCE 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


—WJIBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


WJBK-AM « TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS 


527 LEXINGTON AVENUE 


NEW YORK W¥, ELCORADO 5-2455 


Represented Nationally by 


ee ees 


THE 





KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


Leon- | 
of | 


| Evening.” 
and piano playing member of the, 





NAB Emergency 


Continued from page 29 


~~ 


itiative in assisting the government 
effort through programs and an- 
nouncements discouraging stam- 


pede buying, stepping up the sale | 
of bonds and pushing the various 


recruitment programs,” Judge 
Miller said. “We are proceeding 
now toward the development of a 
program of self-mobilization which 
will find broadcasting prepared to 
nation, 


insure full service to the 

and the nation’s government, in 
any foreseeable situation which 
might arise out of the world 
crisis.” 

Members of the board were to 
meet with Mr. Steelman at the 
White House today (Tues.) after 
their conference with Coy. 

Text of the board resolution 


follows 
“Whereas, broadcasting has a 
definite and unique function in the 
pattern of national defense and, 
“Whereas, the broadcasters are 


fully cognizant of their essential 
service and their responsibility 


voluntarily to perform that func- 
tion as evidenced by the industry 
record during World War IT which 
has been strongly attested by the 
President and other high govern- 
ment officials, 

“Therefore, be it resolved that 
the broadcasting industry is now 
in every respect ready, able and 
willing to take its full part in ef- 
fectuating all measures necessary 
to insure the national security and 
to achieve those objectives’ to 
which our country is committed.” 

All members of the board, with 
the exception of James D. Shouse 
of WLW, Cincinnati, and John H. 
Dewitt of WSM, Nashville, (both 
excused), were present for the 
meeting. 














Tele Reviews | 


maa  onlinued from page 33 





harmon- 


“singing” 


some of the records or 
izes with the pantomime 
of Rees or Flores. 

Action takes place in a typical 
western saloon in front of the long 
bar which lends itself well to the 
opus. 

Whaley and his group have also 
been asked to appear at various lo- 


cal night clubs as well as spots 
within traveling distance of the 
city, to put on excerpts of the 
telecasts. Andy. 
FOR PEOPLE ONLY 

With Al Parker, emcee; Michael 


Bondon, Jimmy Moore Trio with 
Joyce Mauer 
Producer: Clark Davis 
Director: Grover Allen 
15 Mins.; Sat., 10:30 p.m. 
BUNNIN HUDSON 
WENR-TV, Chicago 
(Sherwin Robert Rodgers) 
This unpretentious quarter-hour 
stanza, stressing informality, stacks 
up as a mildly successful entry in 
the less competitive late Saturday 
night period. Show sticks closely to 
the standardized 
ter format. 
Musically, session caught (29) 
|was pleasant, if not outstanding. 
| Baritone Michael Bondon did a 
|fairish job on “Some Enchanted 
Joyee Mauer, singing 


Jimmy Moore trio, chirped “Candy 
and Cake” and “I Want to Be 
Loved.” The trio sparked the show 
with a bouncy version of oldie 
“Bye, Bye, Blackbird.” 

Emceeing and commercial 


his belt, probably will really be as 

relaxed as he tried to be on the 

preem. Camera work was okay. 
Dave. 


| FM ‘Do-or-Die’ 


Continued from 
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music-plus-chat- | 


chores were done by Al Parker, | 
who with a few more shows under | 


l 

/and FM frequencies—or separately 
| identify their call letters on every 
station break. 

| 3. That the industry as a whole 
|in all ways possible publicize FM 
‘and promote it to the public 
through its FM, AM and TV sta- 
tions. 

4. That AM-FM< stations sell all 
duplicated programs at a combina- 
tion rate rather than give FM free 
as a bonus and that appropriate 
listings be made on all rate cards 
and in trade publications to indi- 
cate this practice in such a way as 
'to place a real value on FM. 











Savannah 





THESPS SHARE PROFITS 
IN 2 VIDFILM SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

Adrian Weiss has completed 
pilot reels of two telepix series 
,each of which is slated as a 52- 
week package. Weiss, who will dis- 
| tribute through Louis Weiss & Co., 
| is committed to make 13 films in 
each series per year. This is a 
‘firm commitment with each of the 
three leads in each series. 
| One series, “Craig Kennedy, 
Criminologist,” based on the Craig 
Kennedy stories created by Arthur 
B. Reeve, stars Donald Woods, 
Sydney Mason and Lewis Wilson. 








——— Continued from page 29 sae 





the Savannah Radio Council, com- 
posed of the defendants, “various 
false charges" were made against 
Rivers in protest of the granting 
of the FCC permit 


Rivers explained that religious 
programs make up his principal 
broadcasts over WEAS and said 


this policy brought “immense pop- 
ularity” and it was known that a 
similar program policy was to be 
followed in the Savannah station 
operation he planned. He declared 
that the Savannah stations feared 
such competition. 

The suit charged the accusations 
before the FCC of the defendants 
caused a delay in the opening by 


Rivers of his Savannah station 
costing him $25,000 in revenue 
loss and $17,500 added expenses. 


The additional $200,000 was asked 
for general and punitive damages. 


Only last week the Savannah 
Radio Council, recently spanked 
by the FCC as “selt-appointed 


guardians of the public interest,” 
protested against the dismissal of 
their petition to prevent Rivers 
from establishing jis _ station. 
Through their counsel the Council 
urged that the Commission issue 
an order staying the effective date 
of construction of the station, on 
which a permit was issued in 
March, and that a hearing will be 
held to determine whether Rivers’ 
program proposals are in the pub- 
lic interest. The Commission has 
already called upon Rivers to sup- 
ply further information about his 
program plans prior to issuing him 
a license. 

Rivers and his father have been 
associated in the operation of radio 














stations in Georgia for several 
years. 

| CBS Profi 

| 

| S Profits 

| Giincwe Continued from page 27=——— 











'spiraling of the TV billings is also 
|a factor. 

| Net income for the first six 
lmonth s—$3,182,070—practically 
/doubles the amount realized trom 
the first of 1949, when the net in- 
come figure was $1,709,391. Asa 
result, earnings per share to stock- 
holders, payable Sept. 1, are 
$1.85, compared to $1 last year. 

The virtual doubling of net in- 
'come was achieved in the face of 
increased operating expenses, 
which reached $26,820,322, com- 
pared with $24,399.524 for the 
first half of °49, 

Last week's board meeting was 
marked by the election of Lou 
Hausman, promotion topper, to 
the directorate. 





Concord, N.H.—Col. Albert S. 
Baker, who recently resigned as 
news editor of WKXL here to be- 
come public relations director of 
|The Brown Co., in Berlin, has 
quickly changed jobs again — on 
| orders from Uncle Sam. He will 
command a N. H. National Guard 
unit which has been called back 
into federal service. If he sees 
coinbat, it will be his third war. 


The other, “Trigger Trails,” stars 
James Warren, Rrank Yaconelli 
and Milburn Morante. These play- 
ers are under exclusive contract 
to Weiss, insofar as all television 
activity is concerned, for seven 
years. Weiss must roll 13 of each 
series each year to keep pact bind- 
ing. Players are on a drawing ac- 
count during this period and will 
participate in any profits derived 
from the films. 

Films will be leased in various 
television areas on a scale based 
upon the size of the market. Each 
of the pilot reels cost $15,000 to 
can but Weiss expects to whittle 
this figure down somewhat when 
series actually gets into production. 
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———_s Continued from page 29 = 
to hear more often, the kids voted 
even more decisively for music, 
choosing it by more than three to 
one over other program material. 
In their answers they called for 
“good music,” for classical and 
' semi-classical music programs, op- 
erettas, etc. Crooners like Frank 
Sinatra and Perry Como didn’t get 
; enough votes to make a showing. 

Next they wanted to hear more 


“story” programs and here they 
showed a strong perference for 
adventure stories and asked for 


| “true” and “historical” tales of 
pioneers, western heroes and In- 
dians. Teenagers want more pro- 
grams about bovs and girls their 
own age. (“Junior Miss” was 10th 
in the favorite program group.) 

Sports was third in this classifi- 
cation, then mysteries, teenage tips, 
good drama and comedy. 

In individual comments 
younger set showed a wide range 
of interest that included informa- 
tion on the weather to atomie en- 
ergy, chemistry, physics, archaeo- 
logy and material on inhabitants of 
other planets. They showed an 
‘interest in hunting, fishing, con- 
servation and the outdoors, 


"Radio Play-By-Play 


Continued from page 29 
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that “radio, not television” is hurt- 

| ing baseball attendance and said 
| he had compiled figures ‘“‘to prove 
| that this is the case.” 

' The decline in the Browns’ home 
attendance began, DeWitt said, in 
1947 when the Cardinals sanc- 
tioned the broadcast of their road 
games. DeWitt also pointed out 
that a comparable situation exists 


in Philadelphia, where the fans 
stay at home tto listen to the 
| Phillies’ road games rather than 


| 80 to see the Athletics who are 
| battling with the Browns to keep 

out of the American League base- 
|; ment. 

Griesedieck Bros. are reported to 
pay the Cardinals management 
about $50,000 for their “exclusive” 
,and Saigh, who has no personal 
love for the DeWitt brothers, is 
' expected to block any move they 
may make to upset his financial 
‘apple cart. 























investigate and give opportunity 
for an open discussion of the rea- 
sons why the FM tuner has not 
been piaced in ali TV seis.” 
Offer Resolutions 
Four other resolutions adopted 
at the meeting require action of 
both the industry committee and 
the FM committee of NAB or, if 
possible, implementation by the in- 


dustry committee itself. These 
provide: 
1. That the Radio-Television 


Mfrs. Assn. be requested through 
NAB management to furnish a total 
breakdown of sets containing the 
FM band by states by monthly pe- 
riods patterned in a manner sim- 
ilar to that provided by television. 

2. That all stations duplicating 
programs identify both their AM 


b 
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ADVERTISING AGENCIES 
AND TV NETWORKS 


Get TV Dramatic Scripts Weeks in Advance! 
MAEVE SOUTHGATE* 


Television Editorial Consultant 
25 W. 9th Street, New York 11, N. Y. 


*Formerly TV Story Editor, NBC; Editor, Paramount Pictures 


Writers Note: No unsolicited scripts, please! 


Script Crises! 
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The Music Goes Round 


Columbia's decision to “experiment” with the 45 rpm record is the 
beginning of the end of a costly intra-trade battle that, were it not for 
the stimulating end result, could have been disastrous. For a time it 
bordered on that. The public was whirling fast and slow, and so were 
sales, in the hassles of 78 vs. 45 vs. 3314 rpm. 


RCA Victor seems to have prevailed, certainly so far as the pops are 
concerned. Columbia’s 33 rpm method for the musicomedy scores and 
longhair works seems to have established that niche. No question that 
the days of the 78s are numbered. 


There still remains to be resolved the likelihood of one universal 
speed although, for the time being at least, it looks like the disk busi- 
ness will settle down into a two-speed industry. There are many, of 
course, who can’t understand why, if music is OK on one speed, another 
type of music is NSG on another speed. The 33 proponents, of course, 
accent that the slower revolution permits more uninterrupted platter- 
ing, and as such this technique is best for the full scores or symphonic 
works. 


It is true, despite all the confusion, that the battle of the speeds 
achieved one major impact on the public—it put an extraordinary mer- 
chandising spotlight on the record business. What it lost through con- 


fusion and diffusion was more than recouped by the accent on some- | 


thing new within the record business. As the new players were sold 
they averaged around $10 worth of new assorted records. As the public 
recognized the space-saving and technological improvements engen- 


dered by the smaller, unbreakable platters, they converted from the old | 


78s to the slower speeds as regards the standard favorites, symphonies, 
and the like. 


It was inevitable that the giants—CBS vs. RCA—with their interlock- 
ing broadcasting, telecasting and recording interests would meet on 
some common ground, It was getting ridiculously out of hand and, had 
it continued, both might well have priced themselves out of a market 
that spelled real profit. The independents wisely stood on the side- 


“GLICK AS SINGLES 


| 


CUES PAUCITY 


The rise in stature of the female 
vocalist as a single during the past | 
couple of years is making it in- 
creasingly difficult for bandleaders 
to acquire good band vocalists. | 
| Bandleaders who are seeking to} 
|'expand their units to include a| 
femme vocalist and others who | 
have formed new units can’t meet | 
the price demanded by the better | 
singers and are finding a shortage 
'when they turn to look for new 
talent. 
| When the band business started 
'to sour a couple of years ago, chirps 
were let go in economy moves. 
| Many of them entered private life. 
Others decided to try as singles, 
with good results. The public ac- 
‘cepted them, and many made their 
' previous band earnings look insig- 
nificant alongside their recording 
incomes. Doris Day, Fran Warren, 
Connie Haines, Dinah Shore, Peg- 
gy Lee, Mindy Carson, Kitty Kal- 
len—to name a few—achieved wide 
success on their own. 

The bands, practicing their econ- 





Also, new talent, which would have | 
normally come up _ the’ ranks 
through , band vocalizing, were 


| turned away. 








Columbia Ends Holdout Vs. 45; 


Announces Entry on Test Basis 


+ Hitting the road taken by 


all 





78’s Out of Picture? 


On heels of Columbia Rec- 
ords going 45, a top exec in a 
major diskery offered to take 


bets that the 78 rpm disks 
would be completely out of the 
picture within 12 months. 


Reasoning was that Columbia’s 
entry has now completely 
cleared the “battle of the 
speeds” confusion and would 
furnish a big impetus for con- 
sumers to buy the 45 rpm 
speed attachments and disks. 

RCA, meantime, has been 
selling its 45 rpm players at 
the rate of 3,000 weekly. Ad- 
ditional 45 rpm players are 
being distributed via _ the 
three-speed changers now be- 
ing used for combination ra- 
dio and video sets. Despite 
large inroads, however, the ° 
78 rpm market still repre- 
sents about 75% of the total 
disk market. 








wianmeniia ts } 
> : 
omy moves, would refuse to hire | 1 | Columbia 
girl vocalists, thereby encouraging | €CCa ets follow up the two initial releases 
ithe chirps to try their luck alone. | | 


For Six Months 


Winding up in the black both 


| quarters of this year, Decca Rec- 


{other major diskeries since RCA 
| Victor introduced the 45 rpm disks 
|early last year, Columbia Records 
is now going 45 also. Entry of 
Columbia as the last holdout into 
manufacture of that type platter 
|now gives complete uniformity to 
the platter industry and virtually 
insures the development of a fu- 
ture two-speed setup in which the 
| 45’s will be used for pops and 33’s 
for longhairs. Standard 78 rpm 
shellacs, while still a major portion 
of the market, are slowly shrink- 
ing in importance. 

Columbia’s switch to 45’s, after 
conducting a single-handed fight 
against the RCA system, is being 
handled on a piece-meal basis. In 
order to cushion effect on its 33 
rpm commitments, diskery has an- 
nounced its entry on a test basis 
in a few selected markets. Com- 
pany is immediately issuing only 
two disks, Frank Sinatra's cut of 
|“Goodnight, Irene” and The 
| Mariners’ slice of “Sometime,” 
with which to test the market. 

Trade execs, however, expect 

will be compelled to 





with additional 45 rpm numbers 
|in order to get some play in the 
| market at all. Col execs, on other 
| hand, are insisting that the 45's 
‘will be distributed on a “test” 
basis, with the response determin- 
ing whether they take a fullscale 
plunge into that field. 


| 
lines until deciding to latch onto this or that technique. Most of them Duke Ellington Just 
seem to have guessed right. | Ain’t Collecting Any 
Unemployment Insur. company’s latest financial state- 
ment. 


Duke Ellington has been keeping | Sins Mie acl iia ia 
S| is -” eee ce | urin , diskery net- 
a consistent schedule since his re ted a big $311,000, with its profit 

|turn from Europe June 30. After | falling to under $50,000 in the 


|a short rest the bandleader and! second quarter under the general | 
/his orch took to the road and have siymp which hit the industry. | 


Sammy K its Victor for Col 
ammy Kaye Quits Victor for Col, : 
. . moe - a tae Se ca | While first quarter take was ey ror | 
| of dates fro uly now. | ly higher than for same period last | J ¢ 
. Band continues in this vein with a| , asia a . 
T. Dorsey Exits, Too; Reiner to ROA cores yin wie seerSconalatea afer pat Liquor Laws: Snag 


; : Nas ‘ 9 
theatre, Indianapolis, beginning | the first six months of 1949. Band of Tomorrow 


| Thursday (10). It’s the first stage | sagaghewels , 
show theatre’s had since May. | This year’s first-half earnings 


Capitulation of Columbia to the 
45 rpm banner comes as a bitter 
pill after the diskery’s fight to 
build the seven-inch 33 rpm disk 
|as a Standard for the pop field. 
| Columbia has been bucking the 
45 rpm psychology with an ad cam- 
paign slogan reading: “One speed 
is all you need for a complete mu- 
sical system.” Weight of Victor's 

(Continued on page 46) 


|ords racked up a net profit of $360,- 
| 500, after taxes, for the first six 
;}months of 1950, according to the | 


Anyway, in an unstable world it is reassuring to note that something 
so universally appealing as music has achieved more of an even keel. 
Abel. 














The two-way talent traffic be- + 


t Columbi d RCA Victor, ; ° 
ek’ leuine y Paws for ine oomk | Eddy Howard to Disband 


Following the Indianapolis date, 


At H’wood Palladium 


|equals 46c. per share on the 776,650 
| shares of outstanding stock, com- 


few weeks, has picked up again 
with the switch of two major art- 
ists in the companies’ pop and 
longhair division. In pop depart- 
ment, Sammy Kaye, after a long 
association with Victor, packed his 
bags for Columbia, while in the 
longhair division, conductor Fritz 


Reiner moved from Columbia to) scheduled for a roost at the Pal-| ing two days later to make way for 
Meantime, Tommy Dorsey |jadium in Hollywood, has had to | Tommy Dorsey's aggregation. Band 


Victor. 
has also cut loose from Victor. 
One of Victor's top grossers, 
Kaye pulled out of the company 
last week after it refused to grant 
him the terms he wanted. It’s 
understood Kaye asked for a 10- 
year pact with a $100,000 annual 
guarantee plus an NBC television 
program. Although Kaye has been 
riding high on Victor's best-sellers, 
with three click records going at 
once currently, Victor refused to 
commit itself for such a long 
period. Columbia gave Kaye fa- 
vorable terms and clinched the 
deal by assuring the bandleader a 
commercial video show some time 


Orch for Fall TV Stint 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
| In order to devote full time to 
an upcoming TV show, Eddy How- 
lard will disband his orchestra, he 
| disclosed here. Howard, who was 


\ink out bookings as far advanced 
'as October. 

| Fall video spot, which is pack- 
‘aged by the W. Biggie Levin 
| agency, will either feature the war- 
bler in solo spot or with band back- 
|ing. In latter case Howard will re- 
assemble the unit. 


DUCHIN RE-ENTERS 








'entered Memorial hospital, N. Y., 


HOSPITAL IN N. Y. 


Bandleader Eddy Duchin has re- | 


'orch goes to Chicago for a week | 
| beginning Aug. 18. Then a three- | 
| day stint at the Paramount, Buf- 
| falo, starting Aug. 26, followed by 
'three days in Detroit beginning 
Sept. 1. Crew then follows Guy 
Lombardo’s orch into the Toronto 
| National Exposition Sept. 4, leav- 








| goes into the Apollo, N. Y., for one | 
| week starting Sept. 14, to be fol-'| 
‘lowed by a week's stand at the! 
| Howard, Washington, beginning | 
Sept. 22. A Paramount, N. Y., date | 
,is slated for Oct. 4. <A four-day 
' stand in Albany will be filled some 
| time before the Paramount en-| 
gagement. 

Appearing with the Ellington 
crew on the theatre dates are The 
| Co-Ops, dance trio, composed of | 
| two guys and a gal; Bobby “Tables” | 
Davis and Chubby Kent, who has | 
| replaced Kay Davis in the song 
, department. 
has rejoined the orch. 


pared to 50c. per share in cor- 
responding period of 1949. 


ECKSTINE-SHEARING 





“TEAMED FOR 1-NITERS 


An almost solid lineup of 37 one- 
niters is expected to be played by 
the Billy Eckstine-George Shear- 
ing Quintet concert package, which 
takes to the road Sept. 15. Shear- 
ing and Eckstine were braced to- 
gether for a tour by Shaw Artists 
Corp. through a deal with the Wil- 
liam Morris agency. Latter out- 


| fit handles the singer, while SAC 


helms the 88er. Joe Glazer’s As- 
sociated Booking Office had a hand 
in the deal as Coast rep for SAC. 

So far 32 dates have been lined 
up beginning at the Shrine Audi- 
torium, Los Angeles, Sept. 15 and 


Vocalist Al Hibbler| ending at Symphony Hall, Boston, | M 


Oct. 22. It’s expected that at least 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

State liquor laws have snarled 
plans to have Freddy Martin's 
“band of tomorrow,” composed of 
audition winners on his teleshow, 
play a two-week date at the Palla- 
|dium starting Aug. 18. Two of 
_the audition winners are under 18 
years of age—and the State Board 
| of Equalization prohibits minors 
from working in places where liq- 
uor is sold, as it is in the terpery. 
| Martin and Palladium manager 
|Earle Vollmer are trying to get 
Boardof Equalization permission to 
let 16 year-old saxophonist Frank 





Morgan and 17 year-old guitarist ~ 


| Tony Edwards work if their par- 
ents accompany them nightly. Ed- 
wards, incidentally, won the audi- 
tion on the basis of his harmonica 
work but proved himself a zingy 
string plucker as well and joined 
.the band on that basis. 


| 
| 





in the fall on CBS. after a recurrence of the infection 








Lee Eastman, attorney-manager | that has been bothering him in | 
for Kaye and_ Dorsey, _ at- 
(Continued on page 42) 


Fla. Operator Had ’Em 


Going ’Round in Circles, 
But 3 Suns Lose 136 Suit 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ exec board has turned down 
a $13,000 claim of the Three Suns, 
instrumental trio, against Jack 
Valentine’s Bar of Music, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. Dispute arose 
after Three Suns refused to play 





aboard the spot’s revolving stage | 


on grounds that they would be- 
come “seasick.” Valentine con- 
tended that the one rotation per 
every 10 minutes couldn’t harm 
anybody. 

Valentine fired the Three Suns 
for not climbing aboard and latter 


put in a breach-of-contract claim | slated for a recording of two flips | 


to the union, 


| past months. 

Duchin had no bookings sched- 
uled for the summer, but Music 
Corp. of America had scheduled 
him for a series of appearances 
starting in September. MCA exec 
veepee Charlie Miller said that as 
‘of now the bookings will hold. 
| Duchin, he said, will play all con- 
tracted dates unless his condition 
| becomes serious. 








Griffin’s Disk Click 

Prompts 2-for-1 Split 

Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Columbia Record’s success with 
‘Ken Griffin organ lacquering of 
|“Harbor Lights” and “Jealousy” 
| are prompting the major to a split 
of “Harbor” from its coupling 
| making both tunes “A” sides. 





Par Music to Publish 
Pop Version of ‘Samson’ 


| Paramount Music will publish a 
| popular version of the background 
| theme to the Par pic, “Samson and | 
| Delilah.” Victor Young, who wrote | 
the film score and recorded it for 
, Decea, will write the pop version, | 
ito be called “The Song of Delilah.” 
| Lyrics will be written by Ray | 
i and Jay Livingston. 


Release of the song will be timed | 
for pic’s general release this fall. | 
| Film thus far has been shown on |} 


'a pre-release basis. 


Coral Sets Drifters | 


The Drifters, male vocal quin- | 
| tet, have been inked by Coral Rec- | 








erc’s N.Y. Parley 
For Distrib Briefing 


five of seven open dates will be | 
filled before the tour starts. Most | 


|of the dates are going at $3,000 to | 
| $3,700 against 50-60% 


Eckstine will collect the full coin 
and pay off Shearing at a gurantee 
plus bonus. The Morris office is 
collecting commissions on  Eck- 
stine’s take only. 





Lion’s Share to Winner 
Of Metro Mpls. Contest 


In an unusual promotion for the 
“Annie Get Your Gun” album, 
M-G-M Records offered a lion cub 
as a prize in Minneapolis last week. 
Contestants, who were to name the 
cub from clues supplied 
songs themselves, had their choice 
of the lion or $150 in cash. The 
lion is Metro’s trademark. 

Idea was conceived by M-G-M 
distributor Harold Lane. 


privileges. 


in the. 


Promo-' 


Mercury Records’ brass flew 
into New York over the weekend 
to brief a meeting of 12 eastern 
distributors on fall sales and mer- 
chandising plans. Addressing the 
distribs .were prez Irving Green, 
|ad-pub veepee Art Talmadge, sales 
-veepee Morry Price, treasurer 
‘Irwin Steinberg and eastern sales 
veepee Joe Carleton. 

Session discussed prospects for 
the fall, giving special attention to 
the classical catalog, 45 rpm sales 


and LPs. All Mercury execs but 
Carleton, who headquarters. in 
New York, returned to Chicago 


homeoffice after the meeting. 


Robbins-Ritter Deal 


Jack Robbins was set last week 
as selling agent for Tex Ritter’s 





| 
} 
| 


| Record sales on the disk have -ords, Decca subsid, to an exclusive tion was also tied in with showing song, “Fiery Bear.” 


soared to 150,000, with Griffin 


{te round out the fitting. 


| pact. 
Combo will operate in the disk- 
jery’s blues and rhythm department. | 


of the pic at Radio City theatre. 
The winner, incidentally, chose 
the cash, 


| Tune is published by Ritter’s 
John Tom Music Co., and was rec- 


jorded by Ritter for Capitol. 


ae, 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUTUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 9, 1950 





McCann's Local 802 Election Status 
To Be Settled Next Month in N. Y. 





Political campaign inside Ameri- + 


can Federation of Labor Local 802, | 
N. Y., in preparation of biennial 
election of union officers in De- 





cember, is slated to break wide singer who made his debut in the | 
The Stars,” has been signed by | 


open after Labor Day. Election- 
eering slugfest will be touched off, 
then by the organization of the, 
Blue ticket caucus, repping the ad- 
ministration forces, which up to 
now have been keeping under 
wraps despite a barrage of criti- 
cism from the opposition groups. 


Status of Richard McCann, Lo- 
cal 802 prexy, as standard-bearer 
of the Blue forces will be definite- 
ly settled early next month at its 
caucus meetings. Reportedly, Mc- 
Cann has been attempting to with- 
draw as presidential candidate be- 
cause of pressing personal reasons, 
but other leaders of the Blue ticket 
have asked him to hold off on any 


decision until the caucus is con- 
vened. Strong possibility is that 
McCann will step down, with 


Charles Iucci, local’s secretary, be- 
ing named to head the ticket. 


Fuel to the electioneering will 
be furnished early in September 
by action of the union’s exec board 
on a series of resolutions up be- 
fore it. Whatever recommenda- 
tions the exec board makes, it’s 
virtually certain that the dissident 
groups will put the administration 
under heavy criticism. Chief beef 
of the opposition has been that Lo- 
cal 802 leaders have failed to solve, 
partially or fully, the unemploy- 
ment situation among the 20,000 
members in the N. Y. local. 

William Feinberg, presidertial 
candidate for the Unity group, is 
still looking for running mates to 
complete the group’s slate. Indi- 
cations are that Unity will come 
up with other candidates after La- 
bor Day in time to meet the coun- 
ter-offensive of the administration. 
Several other minority groups have 
also entered the ring but pre-elec- 
tion strength narrows the field 
down to a close battle between 
Feinberg and the incumbents. 


Wallerstem In 
Talks to Distribs 
On Sales Policy 


Columbia president Ted Waller- 
stein, accompanied by a group of 





the diskery’s sales execs, will ad-) 
distributor | 


-“A22T..10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines. eet M3. 


dress three _ regional 
meetings on the company’s sales 
policies starting Aug. 14 in San 
Francisco. Group will complete its 
coast-to-coast junket Aug. 22 in At- 
lantic City, following a meeting in 
Chicago. 


In all, the group will address 37. 


Columbia distribs—eight in Frisco, 
14 in Chicago and 15 in Atlantic 
City. Frisco meeting will be held 
Aug. 14-15; Chicago, Aug. 17-18, 
and Atlantie City Aug. 21-22. 
Accompanying Wallerstein will 
be Paul E. Southard, merchandis- 
ing veepee; Jeff Wilson, general 
sales manager, and Ken McAllister, 
advertising - promotion director. 


Meetings will discuss general sales | 
policy and fall and Christmas pro- | 
It’s also expected | 
that Wallerstein will give distribu- | 
tors information on Columbia’s de- | 


motion plans. 


cision to test 45 rpm records and 
the diskery’s future policy in the 
“battle of the speeds.” 

This is the first time Columbia is 
meeting with its nationwide dis- 
tributing reps on a regional basis. 
Formerly, the diskery would hold 
either one meet for all reps, or 
would hold regional meetings over 
a period of months. Present series 
covers nationwide distrib setup in 
a matter of eight days. 





Honor McDowell 


Peterborough, N. H., Aug. 8. 

The memory of the composer, 
Edward McDowell, was honored 
here when the $1,800,000 Edward 
McDowell Dam was dedicated in 
the presence of more than 1,000 
persons, including Gov. Sherman 
Adams, U.S. Senator Charles W. 
Tobey and other dignitaries. 

More than 40 years ago, Mc- 
Dowell founded the McDowell 
Colony here, which has been a 
haven for composers, artists and 
— oC CUS 


‘Stars’ Moppet Set 
Herbert Coleman, Negro kid 


Broadway production of “Lost In 


Apollo Records, N. Y. Kid’s initial 
waxing, ‘“‘Teasing,” backed by “I'll 
Wait,” is scheduled for release 
around Aug. 20. 


Also signed by Apollo was Cole- 
man’s sister Yvonne,-another mop- 
pet. She duets with her brother 
on the “Teasing” number. 


Grofe Due to Revise 
3 ‘Atlantic’ Themes 
Into Popular Songs 


Composer Ferde Grofe will re- 
vise at least three themes from his 
new musical narration, 
Crossing,” into popular 
Grofe, who left for London Sun- 
day (6) to record the work with 
the New Symphony, said he won't 
revise the melodies until this 





| winter, after the records have been 





| 


| 


} 
} 


| offers 


“Atlantic | 


songs. | <*! 
ye | Victor, the bandleader has not as 


| yet 


released. He is completing orches- | 


tration of the work now. 

Narration has a number of 
themes describing segments of a 
trip to Europe. It's likely that the 
romantic theme, a French waltz 


and a sea theme will be chosen for |, 2U . 
|er’s move is an important gain for 


pop publication. 

Upon his return to New York 
Aug. 19, Grofe proceeds to the 
Coast, where in September, he 
will finish his Capitol recording 
of his “Death Valley” and a new 
recording of his “Grand Canyon 
Suite” for the diskery. He’s record- 
ing “Atlantic Crossing” for London 
on a six-months exclusive basis. 





‘Damone’s Sales Force 


Merc to Increase Crew 
Mercury Records, currently do- 


| ing its best business in months, has 
| added to its Newark factory crew. 


Corporation has added pressmen 


_and shippers to keep up with de- 
| mand. 


Mercury biz has been upped 


especially by big disk comeback of | 


Vie Damone, who has a couple of 
hits on his hands. Damone’s ver- 
sions of “Vagabond Shoes,” which 
no other label has released yet al- 
though others have cut the song, 
and “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena” are ac- 
counting for most of the sales. 





Top Songs on TV 
(Alphabetically Listed) 


Week of July 28-Aug. 3 

(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and Au- 
dience Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, director. 
Bewitched ......... Chappell 
Wanna Be Loved....Supreme 
Vie BE ROSO 2. cc ceie Harms 
Jy BP Simon 
Tzena Tzena ...Undetermined 

5 Top Standards 

Ain’t She Sweet. ...Advanced 
Begin the Beguine..... Harms 
a ries Harms 
Happy Days Again. .Advanced 
Kick Out of You ...... Harms 











| Kaye to Col. 











Continued from page 41 





tempted to close a deal with Vic- 


|tor for the past few weeks, but 


latter, despite allegedly heavy coin 
to other artists, did not 
yield. Manie Sacks, RCA artists 
relations chief, postponed a sched- 
uled trip to Chicago last Wednes- 
day (2) to talk over the situation, 
but without arriving at a settlement. 
Although Dorsey has also ankled 


lined up a berth at another 
diskery. 

Reiner’s moveover from Colum- 
bia to Victor climaxes a long se- 
ries of longhair switches involving 
Sir Thomas Beecham, Rise Stevens, 


Helen Traubel, Dorothy Kirsten, 
Gregor Piatigorsky and_ several 
others. Score between the disk- 


eries is approximately even in the 
number of won and lost, but Rein- 


Victor’s Red Seal department. 
Reiner has been responsible for 
several important works in Colum- 
bia’s Masterworks catalog. 

Victor, meantime, is prepping 
further cutbacks in its artists’ ros- 
ter working in the pop division. 
Now containing about 50 different 


| vocalists and bands, the Victor list 


is due to be pared by some eight 


to 10 names which have not proved 
|} to be adequate grossers of late. 


Move to slice the number of art- 
ists was indicated recently by com- 
pany’s artist and repertory chief, 
who is accenting a new policy of 
waxing fewer and better selected 
disks. 

In losing Kaye and Dorsey, Vic- 
tor is shorn of two top bands which 
have figured rather prominently 
in the company’s drive to revive 
dance bands. Both Kaye and Dor- 
sey were included in the recent 
series of albums titled overall with 
the tagline: ‘Here Come the Dance 
Bands Again.” Victor, however 
has about 15 dance bands left in its 
stable, including Gene Krupa and 
Frankie Carle, who previously cut 
for Columbia. 


_ @& 











Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 








Frankie Laine: “Music, Maestro,; shows up solidly on the straight 


Please”-“Dream A Little Dream Of crooning chores. 


Also sells “Hon- 


Me” (Mercury). “Maestro,” recently | estly” with a simple attack. Jack 
launched by Lorry Raine for Uni-| Pleis orch accomps smartly. 


versal, gets a top commercial treat- 
ment by Laine, 


who rides this} Rose”-“It All 
torch item with a dramatic, delib-| With You” (Decca), 


Guy Lombardo: “La Vie en 
Begins and Ends 


While a little 


erate beat. Solid, background by | late with “La Vie en Rose,” Lom- 
Harry Geller’s orch and pianist | bardo’s dance interpretation should 


Carl Fisher give it big jock and | command attention. 





juke potential. 


igives the oldie a bang-up rhythm 


kick-around. 


Bill Darnel: “Well, Oh, Well”- 


| 


Fine arrange- 


On reverse, Laine | ment includes good vocal by Bill 


Flanagan. 
receives 


“Begins and Ends” also 
danceable arrangement 


and excellent vocal treatméfit ‘by 


“Pink Champagne” (Coral). Darnel, | 


on the margin between a rhythm- 
blues artist and a pop singer, turns 
out consistently interesting disks 
even when his matertal is a bit 
weak. “Well” has a tricky beat 
and little else, musically, but Dar- 
nel sells it to the hilt. ‘“Cham- 
pagne” is an okay rhythm number 
also bounced strongly by Darnel. 
Unbilled orch accomps. 

Mindy Carson: 
My Arms Tonight’-"The Touch of 
Your Lips” (Victor). Working with 
Hugo Winterhalter, Miss Carson 
has sliced a pair of smooth sides. 
“Arms,” an excellent ballad, is 
warmly vocalled for maximum im- 
pact. Reverse, a standard, gets a 
similar ace treatment. Both sides 
are lifted by Winterhalter’s lush 
choral and _ instrumental _ back- 
grounds. 

Percy Faith; “All My _ Love’- 
“This Is The Time” (Columbia). 
“All My Love” gets another fine 
interpretation on this cut. Faith's 
arrangement of the _ bolero-type 
song is rich, but tasteful, and this 
slice should garner some of the 
play on this number. Excellent 
orch and choral blending also is 
attained on the fine ballad on the 
flipover. 

Russ Morgan’s Orch: ‘Beloved, 
Be Faithful’-“You Dreamer You” 
(Decca). Morgan has a likely num- 
ber in “Faithful.’’” Number’s melody 
contains several familiar themes 
but that’s no handicap in this in- 


stance, since overall effect is pleas- | 


antly catching. Morgan's orch and 
chorus bounce it saleably. Morgan’s 
vocal of “Dreamer” is okay on the 
reverse. 

Richard Hayes- Kitty Kallen: 
“Our Lady Of Fatima”-‘Honestly, 
I Love You” (Mercury). “Fatima” 
is a religioso item that’s been stir- 
ring some activity. Number has a 
timely war lyric and this cut should 
help hike acceptance despite the 
departure from the usual pop for- 
mat. Hayes and Miss Kallen team 
neatly on “Honestly,” a good bal- 


lad. Jimmy Carroll’s orch furnishes | 


good framework. 


Snooky Lanson: “You Wonder- 


“You're Net In 


Flanagan. 

Dean Martin-Starlighters: ‘‘Ped- 
dier’s Serenade”-“Wham Bam, 
Thank You, Ma’am” (Capitol), 
“Serenade” is another §Italian- 
styled item, given an okay rendi- 
tion by Martin and the Starlight- 
ers. May get some juke recogni- 
tion. “Wham Bam” is a rhythm 
number that’s undistinctive in both 
creation and execution. 

Vaughn Monroe: ‘‘Why Fight the 
Feeling’’-“The Beer That I Left on 
the Bar” (Victor). Monroe’s inter- 
pretation of the new Frank Loesser 
ballad, “Why Fight the Feeling,’ 
leaves much to be desired, with 
vocal not getting feel of the song. 
Reverse is a sentimental drinking 
song with a pretty melody that 
would have been better suited to 
another set of lyrics. Singer and 


'chorus do good job, however, and 


this one may hit. 

Charlie Spivak: ‘Friendly Star’’- 
“Three Little Words” (London), 
Spivak’s side on “Friendly Star’ 
is just a routine version of a pretty 
ballad from new film, “Summer 
Stock.”” Tommy Lynn’s vocal is 
okay. Reverse side gives the Har- 
ry Ruby-Bert Kalmar standard a 
fine rhythm.ride. Rusty Nichols 
is backed on vocal with clean and 
sharp instrumental. 


Platter Pointers 


Columbia has assembled a flock 
of Abe Burrows’ items into a 
clever long-play disk under the 
gag title ‘“‘Abe Burrows Sings?’’... 
Kay Thompson and quartet snap- 
pily deliver a couple of fine stand- 
ards, “Was That The Human Thing 
To Do” and “That Old Feeling,” 
for Decca.. .““Old Man Atom,” vo- 
called by the Sons of the Pioneers 
for Victor, is arresting in a grue- 
some sort of way Bob Crosby 
has come up with some more solid 
dixieland-march tunes in “El Capi- 
tan” and “Semper Fidelis March” 
(Coral)...Four Tunes have a good 
version of “Sey When” (Victor)... 
Al Morgan has a pleasant, but not 
standout, version of “Can Anyone 
Explain” (London)... Irving Field 
'and his trio has another exciting 
| disk in “Gypsy Festival” and “The 


ful You’-“Honestly I Love You”) Fox Hunt” (Victor)...Don Cherry 
(London). Although not the type) scores in “Here In My Arms” (Dec- 
of material Lanson is best suited!ca)...Martha Tilton has a good 
for. “Wonderful” gets a fine vocal! jock and juke side in “Thinking 


slated for plenty of spins. Lanson of You” (Coral).. 





|2 1. MONA LISA (5) (Paramount) ..........ccscecsecsceeseces: 
($0 2% BEWITCHED (14) (Chappell) ....... ELE aes Poor Ge aE 
3. I WANNA BE LOVED (11) (Supreme) ............-. iakeine§ 

4. SAM’S SONG (3) (Sam Weiss) .............. lia ten icalstel 

5. HOOP-DEE-DOO (12) (Morris) .......... picexmeadtiebuakon 

6. TZENA, TZENA, TZENA (4) (Cromwell) ..... pci ies ee see) 

MY FOOLISH HEART (17) (Santly-Joy) 


8. BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (3) (Acuff-Rose) 
9. GOODNIGHT IRENE (i) (Cromwell) 


10. THIRD MAN THEME (19) (Chappell) 


“ss e@eee nee eee a 


eee ee ere eeeeenee 


[abe CRETE USED HOS ee } 


SENTIMENTAL ME (15) (Knickerbocker) 


I DIDN’T SLIP, I WASN’T PUSHED, I FELL (Remick) 


SIMPLE MELODY (Berlin) .. ae 
LA VIE EN ROSE (Harms) ......... Pe re rt aw re ee ea 

| NOLA (Sam Fox) a 

e 

3 


VAGABOND SHOES (Jefferson) 
COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) 


IT ISN’T FAIR (16) (Words-Music) ... 
STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) .........05 ccccss 
AMERICAN BEAUTY ROSE (Jefferson) ... 


RAIN (Miller) ... 
ROSES (6) (Hill-Range) ...... 


STARS ARE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN (Pickwick). . 
_% I CROSS MY FINGERS (United) 


OT eRCEPETTCL ate ) 


A 
i 


Guy Lombardo.......... Decca 


King Cole Trio..... ....-Capitol 
Vette YOURE «4 c0asecas Decca 
Gordon Jenkins........0-. Decca 
Bu SevGer . ks iscswcees Tower 
Andrews Sis-Jenkins..... Decca 
Billy Eckstine .........M-G-M 
Joe “Fingers” Carr...... Capitol I. 
Bing & Gary Crosd@y......Decca 
Perry COMB. 6... saan Victor 
1S ll a ee Capitol 
Jenkins-Weavers . Decca 
Mitch Miller...... 0.3. Columbia 
Gordon Jenkin$8......... Decca 
Billy Echestine ...cccess M-G-M 
Kay Starr Se ache ts 66s OREN 
Jenkins-Weavers ......... Decca 
Anton BGret .. 6.000% London 
Bing & Gary Crosby...... Decca 
AMG WSs 5. eC eS 
Russ Morgan. : 

Doris Day 


Les Paul 
Patti Page. .... 
Sammy Kaye 

Frankie Laine. 


.. Capitol 
cobece  MeTCUTY 
Victor 
oovess Mercury 


Ralph Flanagan .........Victor 
Frank Sinatra.........Columbia 
Frank Petty Trio........M-G-M 
Sammy Kaye ...........Victor 
Ames Bros. ........+e...-Coral 
oe Victor 


LFigures tn parentheses tndicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


Coral 

sbtsinic. ee 

Phy cde hae Columbia 

We ROMONE 256. ccdaes Mercury 
Hugo Winterhalter.......Victor 
2ORY Marth... is cvccaass Victor 


__— |below her 


.Kay Armen falls 
usual excellence in 
|“Don’t Play With Fire” for Lon- 
'don...Harry Geller has an inter- 
'esting side in “The Monkey Stage- 
coach” (Mercury).. Jack Pleis orch 
slice of “Ragamuffin” and ‘La 
| Petite Valse” rates spins . Wayne 
King has a neat side in “Waltz of 
the Wind” (Victor).. Xavier Cu- 
gat’s rendition of ‘All My Love” 
is plenty good (Columbia)...On 
same label, Toni Harper delivers 
cutely on “The Dish Rag”... .Jerry 
Byrd's steel guitar and the Har- 
monicats make listenable sounds 
out of “At Sundown” (Mercury). ” 

Standout folk, western, jazz, re- 
ligious, &tc.: Muggsy Spanier’s Dix- 
ieland Band, ‘Feather Brain” (Mer- 
cury) . Louis Jordan’s Tympany 
| Five, “I Want A Roof Over My 


| Head” (Decca)...Smokey Rogers, 
\“The Texas Song” ‘(Coral).. Rex 
| Allen, ‘‘Foggy River” (Mercury) .. 


Hank Garland, “Guitar Shuffle” 
(Decca) . Toby Dowdy, “Steppin 
; Out” (Mercury) Progressive 
Four, “When The Saints Come 
| Marching In” (Mercury). 





Boze’s Vauders 


Calvin Boze’s orch, newly- 
formed seven-man crew which 
began working its way east 


from the Coast July 15'via a string 
of one-niters, is set to go into the 
Earle, Philadelphia, for a week be- 
ginning Aug. 25. Appearing with 
Boze at the Earle will be The 
Ravens, who also go with him to 
the Howard, Washington, for a 
| week starting Sept. 1, apd the 


|Apollo, N. Y., week beginning 
| Sept. 21, 

On his current string of one- 
niters Boze is traveling as @ 
_package with songstress Dinah 


| Washington. 





Roland Drayer band opens & 
‘four-week stay at  Showland, 
‘Dallas nite spot, Aug. 29. Mary 
Carroll, now singing solo at the 
‘spot, will join band as featured 
i vocalist. 
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Publishers Face Pinch, Price Rise 
On Paper as Mills Set Quotas 


Music publishers are facing the 
rapidly-approaching prospect of 
paper quotas and raised prices on 
their sheet music stock. Current 
international ¢risis has thrown 
the entire paper industry into 
chaos, and the paper mills last 
week imposed quotas and raised 
prices on most grades, 

Price rise and quotas are at the 
jobbers’ level this week, and won’t 
be felt 


The music industry will be forced 
to pay higher prices for its sheet 
music shortly, though. 

Whether music publishers 
feel a shortage, 
unanswerable for at least six 
months. Paper industry circles 
feel that imposition of quotas is 
a result of “scare buying” by 
paper users, notably printers. If 
this is true, then- printers should 
have adequate supplies for at least 
six months. 
impossible to predict—supply will 
depend on how the international | 
situation turns out. It’s likely, | 
though, that some printers who 
have refrained from buying may 
be caught short. . 

Quotas came suddenly last 
week. International Paper, one of | 
the largest paper producers, an- | 
nounced that there would be no} 
new deliveries until April of next | 
year. It also announced price, 
rises on most. stocks, effective 
even for undelivered orders placed 
weeks ago. 

There is one heartening aspect 
to the situation for publishers. 
Sheet music is printed on a plain 
stock, a fairly cheap grade of | 
paper which is generally in ample | 
supply. This type of stock will | 
probably be one of the last to be 
hit by a shortage. But it will 
undergo any price rise imposed on 
paper. 


Gray s Palladium 
B.0. Cues Pitch For 
Other Disk Names 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

As result of the click of Jerry | 
Gray’s band at the Palladium, Hol- | 
lyvwood, terpery’s general manager | 
Earle Vollmer will make a pitch to, 
Gordon Jenkins, Axel Stordahl, | 
Paul Weston and Frank DeVol to, 
form bands and essay dates at the | 
Palladium on flat 50-50 basis. Each | 
is probably better known here than | 
many eastern band leaders through | 
records, radio shows and each lives 
here. 

Weston and DeVol have airers | 
and their sidemen would be pre- | 
vented from job doubling under | 
AFM Local 47 rules designed to 
spread work, but batoneers them- 
selves are unaffected, and _ it’s 
known DeVol at least has been con- 
sidering forming second band to. 
handle such dates. Vollmer’s the- 
ory is names of these four are 
strong enough to give solid busi- | 


will 





in the printing industry | 


till the latter part of this week.| Goday Music, a BMI firm, bought 


however, will be! 


Beyond that time is | 


| factory 





4 
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BMI Plugging Tune 
By ASCAP Writers 


A Broadcast Music, Inc. pub- 


lisher is pluggin tune written | | 
Poteet et | by Henry “Red” Allen and-atleged- 


| by two writers belonging to the 
| American Society of Composers, 
|Authors and Publishers. Unusual 
Situation occurred last week when 


rights to “I Still Miss You,” written 
in 1940 by Lew Quadling and Jack 
| Elliot before the two were ASCAP 
| members. 

Song at that time was bought by 

Campbell Music, another BMI firm, 
| but nothing was done with it. 
Campbell turned it over to Goday 
last week, and latter is making it 
|its plug tune. BMI performance 
collections on the song will go to 
| Goday, with authors getting some 
of the performance coin through 
the publisher. 


Pop Music Still 


No. | Preference 


Popular compositions still hold 
the lead in preferred music among 
all types of workers, according to | 
a four-year survey of some 35,000. 
whitecollarites and factory work- 





'ers made by Muzak Corp. How-/' 
ever, office labor has shown a, 
greater interest in semi-classical, 


classical and waltz music than have 
hands, who in turn have | 
indicated a stronger interest 


have those with desk jobs, Prefer- | 


ence tabulations for 1949, the last | already underway this week, Decea | would be elened. 


completed year of the study, re-| 
vealed an increase in this basic dif- 
ference in musical tastes. 

Muzak is still conducting the | 
poll, which, when finished within | 


| ‘Rag Mop’ Thefted, Int’! 


ey Tht. APM 5%, Royalty Plan for TV Pix 


i 


“Rag Mop” was lifted from its 
unpublished tune, “Get That Mop,” 
International Music charged in an 
infringement suit brought in N. Y. 


| federal court last week. Named as 


| defendants are Bob Wills Music 


|Co., Hill & Raffwe, Inc., RCA Vic- 
| tor, Capitol Records, Decca, Coral, 
| Columbia, 
| Mercury, Regal and Bullet. 


London Gramophone, 


“Get That Mop,” according to the | 
complaint, was authored in 1946) 


ily precedes “Rag Mop.” published 


} 
| 


{into the 45 rpm field. 


| ments, 


Hill & Range. Nine platter firms 
are defendants by virtue of record- 
ing “Mop.” Action also asks an 
injunction, damages and account- 
ing of profits. 





Decca Spurred By 
45 Advance Sale 


To Enlarge Line 


Solid advance sale for Decca’s 
initial catalog of 33 disks in the 45 
rpm speed is spurring the diskery 


|to enlarge its new line as rapidly 


as possible. On basis of retailer 
reaction, company is prepping re- | 
lease of the best 78 rpm sellers by 
the company’s top artists over the | 
past couple of years on 45 rpm |! 
disks. 

Decca execs are gearing for a 
new market opened by its entry 
Initial de- 
mand indicates that a whole sector 
of consumers are only equipped 
with 45 rpm players, as TV attach- 
which Decca intends to 
service with previous releases by, 


in| Bing Crosby, Guy Lombardo, the | 
polkas and Hawaiian music than} Andrews Sisters, Gordon Jenkins | 


and others. With counter sales 
has already racked up an advance 


45 rpm sale of 36,000 for Crosby’s 


Jenkins’ “Goodnight, Irene.” 
In conjunction with its 45 rpm 





Philly Symph, Local 77 


| mum 


Getting Firm Brush by Networks 





v 
! 
{ 


Ink New Two-Year Deal 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 

The Philadelphia Orchestra Assn, | 
and Local.77, American Federation 
of Musicians; have inked a contract 
for two years, with a minimum 
salary of $120 per week for the} 
musicians. Deal covers a mini- 
period of 31 weeks, with 
provisions for an additional week 
at the end of the season. 

Sick benefits call for payment 
of full salary for four weeks during 
one season. After four years of 
service, members accrue additional 
sick benefits at the rate of one 
week salary for each year of serv- 
ice. The agreement stipulates a 
maximum of 120 concerts a season 
under the regular salary scale. 
Terms covering additional con- 
certs, broadcasts, telecasts and re- 
cordings were also agreed upon. 





a year or two, will have taken into | gicks) Decca will also distribute | DISKERS SUSPICIOUS ON 


| FOLEY SONG’S RELEASE 


| 
Major diskeries are rushing 
|pressing of their respective ver- 


account the tastes of about 50,000| niayers for the new speed. Com- 
tee ett — on nd and | petitively priced at the same level 
9 ge wen anuiations are as Victor, Decca instruments will 


age, sex, region-| include a simple player plug-in at- | 


al, educational and occupational | tachment, a player with self-en- 


divisions. In conducting the survey 
Muzak is concerned with spotting 


rclosed amplifier and a radio-player 


combination. RCA will likely man- 


significant trends in musical tastes | yfacture the new instruments for 


over a five-year period, and is not 
particularly interested in yearly 
changes in likes and dislikes. 


| 





Decca. 





Walker Renews 


M-G-M Disk Pact 


Frank Walker, head of M-G-M 
Records, has renewed his contract 
with Loew’s, Inc., parent firm of 
the diskery, for a “period of years.” 
Talk was that Walker would exit 
the firm, and the renewal is in- 
terpreted as meaning Loew’s will 
continue strong financial support 
of its disk subsid. 

Walker would not divulge the 
exact length of the new contract. 
He said no personnel changes 
He has been 
| with the company since its incep- 


“La Vie En Rose” and 31,000 for | 40m five years ago. 





‘sions of a song called “Cincinnati 


| 


Dancing Pig” as a result of pur- 
chase of the song by Red Foley’s 
Old Hickory Music Co. from Avon 
Music, Nashville firm. 

Record companies are all in re- 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 

NBC, CBS and ABC television 
networks are _ firmly — standing 
against the American Federation of 
Musicians’ royalty plan for allow- 
ing video pix to be accompanied by 
music soundtrack. However, no de- 
cisions have been made by webs as 
to whether or not they will refuse 
to play any films made with the 
use of a Federation contract. 

The union Has two distinct con- 
tracts covering the use of music on 
film. Though both pacts call for 
the producer to be responsible for 
the collection of the five percent of 
a station's Class A rate ecard, which 
is to be turned over to a union 
trust fund, one contract will find 
the sponsor laying out this coin 
and the other, the station or net- 
work putting up the money. 

The networks object to both 
these plans. Initially they disap- 
prove of paying coin to the Fed- 
eration on this basis. Because of 
this webs are resisting the plan 


even when the sponsor is the one 
| putting up the additional five per- 
; cent. 


Nets feel the allowance of 


| this system displays tacit approval 


lof the 


_ headquarters 


| firm paying the five percent. 


plan and therefore may 
stem their chances of enacting an- 
other way of taking care of the 
musicians making the soundtrack, 

None of the three webs, how- 
ever, would come out with a blank- 
et “no’’ when asked if they would 
allow beaming of pix made under 
the James C. Petrillo contract, 
NBC toppers pointedly evaded the 
question by stating they couldn’t 
actually answer the question as they 
have never been asked to televise 
a film made under the royalty plan, 
ABC’s Frank-Samuels wired N. Y. 
for the network’s 
stand on the issue but has not even 
received an answer. 

CBS, meanwhile, has accepted 
the Gene Autry tele-pix which are 
sponsored by Wrigley with the gum 
Deal 


| was-made with Petrillo by Les At- 
'lass, veepee of CBS’s central div?- 


The preferences noted on the « 9 
questionnaires pertain solely to the | t t 
instrumental music itself, since the a | 0 5 e 


music piped by Muzak into offices 
~*~ 
Loss ot $64,823 


and factories is almost exclusively 
Capitol Records suffered a net 


without vocals. Also tunes are 
played anonymously, with no per- 
former eredits given, 

| loss, after taxes, for 1950’s first six 
months of $64,823. Corresponding 
period of 1949 showed a loss of 





A. VALANDO BUYS INTO 
BARTON, EXITS LAUREL ti27,, Some fi lt 


Art Valando last week exited the of more than $350,000 over the 
post of Coast manager of Laurel first six months of last year. Disk 
and Valando Music, his brother sales for the first half of this year 
Tommy’s two publishing firms. Art totalled $5,489,990. 

Valando has bought into Frank | Rise in sales and consequent de- 
Sinatra's Barton Music, and Will | cline in losses leads Capitol toppers 





/move into a post at Barton, prob- | t9 pelieve they are in for a banner 


ably as professional manager. He 
will continue to operate on the 
Coast. 


year. Despite the loss in the first 
| six months of last year, the com- 
pany showed a profit for the en- 


| ceipt of a request from ‘Avon to, 


| observe a Sept. 20 release date on 
‘the tune. Diskeries aren’t certain 
‘whether the request came after 
Foley took over the song, but such 
/a request, especially one for a time 
other than the beginning or mid- 
dle of the month, is regarded by 
them with suspicion. Afraid that 
one diskery will jump the gun on 
'release date, all have prepared ini- 
tial pressings far in advance and 
j|have also set their publicity and 
‘advertising. 
| Foley has recorded the tune for 


} 
| 
| 





Decca, and the same diskery is re- | 
' ported preparing five other records | 


of the song, a rhythm number. 
Meanwhile, at least two other disk- 
eries have recorded it, and say 
|they are ready should any one of 
| them try to jump the gun on re- 
| lease. ; 





sion. J. L. Volkenburg, veepee in 
charge of CBS’s net sales, stated 
that web has no policy even though 
it has accepted this series. 
Further evidence that networks 
are not in accord with Petrillo’s 
payment plan is seen through not- 
ing of continual meetings among 
the webs, advertising agencies and 
the Federation in the east. Webs 
and agencies are still working on a 
plan of their own which they are 
dickering for with Petrillo. 


Musical Acts’ 
Exempt on AFM 


Rap to Operators 


Traveling units which belong to 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians but are “acts” rather than 
musica] units will now be exempt 





_from the AFM rule which requires 


(on al) traveling units. 


operators to pay a 10% surcharge 
They will 


,continue to say local taxes wher- 


ever such taxes exist. 
Decision to exempt the “musical 





ae iets aa os He has been replaced by Laurel’s | 
iray’s first two weeks drew 16,-| Chi manager, Benny Miller, who 
351 and 14,513 admissions respec- | flew to the Coast Sunday and took | 
tively, the greatest consecutive over the office Monday (7). Suc-) 
two-week business since crest of | ceeding Miller temporaily in Chi- | 
boom in midwartime. cago is Saxy Dowell, freelance disk | 
promoter, who will continue his | 
3. . other activities in addition to han- | 
Feist Charges Piracy ove sic" yosi permanentiye 
Charging that 17 of its copy-| Art Valando has been with the 
righted tunes were pirated, Leo two firms since Laurel was founded | 
Feist filed suit in N. Y. federal in 1947. At that time, both he and | 
court last week against Terminal Tommy Valando were working for 
Musical Supply. Inc., — vl hacen dng b proey <f | 
strument xchange, ne., and| manager an as L. A. contact- | 
Kelly-Goodman, ; operators of the man. When Tommy exited Santly- 
Times Sq. Music Publishing Co. Joy to start Laurel, Art went with | 
All three defendants, doing busi- | him as Coast manager. 





tire year’s operations. With a good 
fall season and Christmas ap- 
proaching, Capitol toppers expect 
to come out well in the black. 

Meanwhile, Capito] prexy Glenn 
E. Wallichs announced that Marie 
Wallace De Sylva, widow of B. G. 
(Buddy) De Sylva, will succeed him 
on the board of directors. De 
Sylva, one of the founders of the 
diskery and once board chairman, 
held a large biock of stock in the 
company. 





GAC Sets Bob Haymes 


Vocalist Bob Haymes, brother of to Presser for a five-year stretch 
signed by | plus options for another five years. 


Dick Haymes, has been 
General Artists Corp. 


‘ | acts,” announced this week by AFM 
Reardon-Schweikert president James C. Petrillo, fol- 
° it lows a lengthy dispute between the 
Settle Publisher Suit _musicians’ union and the American 
Songwriters Frank Reardon and Guild of Variety Artists over what 
Ernest G. hweikert discontinued | constitutes an “act” as differenti- 
and settled their N. Y. supreme | ated from a band or musical unit. 
| court suit against the Theodore | AGVA claimed the 10% surcharge 
| Presser Co. this week when the | was unfairly imposed on groups 
publisher-defendant agreed to re-| which were more in the nature of 
lease the plaintiffs from a five-year | acts than musical groups 
Tunesmiths wrote four | ' 





| contract. 
/numbers for Presser, then brought 


| an action to break the pact. 


Under a June, 1949, agreement, | 
Reardon and Schweikert were tied | 


Tax is imposed on employers as 


a “penalty” for hiring out-of-town 


groups. It has been in effect for 
the past 30 years. Under the new 
ruling, only orchestras will require 
payment of the tax. If a musical 
act is booked into a reom which 


Writers attempted to have the deal | has an orchestra, the surcharge will 





ness in N. Y., allegedly used the 
tunes without consent in three of 
their publications. 

“Black’s Correct Course to 100 
Standards,” as well as two other 
folios, the action claims, wrong- 
fully contain Feist’s “China Boy,” 
“My Blue Heaven,” “Alice Blue 
Gown,” “Five Foot Two, Eyes of 
Blue,” “I Don’t Know Why,” 
“Sleepy Time Gal,” “Sunday” and 
“That Old Feeling’ among others, 
An injunction, damages and an ac- 
counting of the profits are sought, 
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San Antone’s Longhairs 
San Antonio, Aug. 8. 

Soloists for the San Antonio 
Symphony Orchestra 1950-51 séa- 
son will be Rudolph Firkusny, 
Yehudi Menuhin, Artur Rubinstein, 
Kirsten Flagstad, Gregor Piatigor- 
sky, with Leopold Stokowski and 
Eugene Ormandy listed as guest 
conductors. Max Reiter is conduc- 
tor and this will mark his 12th 








Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Mona Lisa” 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Mona Lisa” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Mona Lisa” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Mona Lisa’”’ 

Best British Seller 


<~epeeee + Bewipheg? , . 





peoeed 


pp oe oy siting fel, 4 art ro} > +44 4 


set aside when the pub allegedly 
| failed to exploit their tunes proper¥- 
ly due to inadequate facilities. 


not be applied. If, however, there 
is no orchestra in the room, then 
the 10% will be charged to the 


Terms of the amicable settle-' room. 
iment call for Presser to retain | 


“Strange Feeling,” “April Fool,” 
| “She” and “This Is Heaven to Me.” 
| In the course of the legal sparring, 
| Reardon and Schweikert sought an 
| injunction 
‘from interfering with their activi- 
| ties. 

to Mills Musie under an exclusive 


| 


th 


Some locals levy taxes on trav- 
eling units entering their territory. 
These, ranging from 1 to 2°%, will 
continue. to be applied to all units. 

Lifting of the tax will particu- 


to , restrain Presser | larly affect acts which hold dual 


membership in AFM and AGVA, 


Both are now under contract | It’s mostly these acts to whom the 


classification of “musical act” will 
apply. AGVA has no surcharge, 
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HELEN 


TRAUDEL 
EXCLUSIVELY 


RCA VICTOR 


The tradition of the great American sopranos is a 
long and honorable one—Nordica from Maine, Sanderson 
from California, Farrar from Massachusetts—and now, 
Traubel from Missouri. Butnever has there been a diva 
so thoroughly American in taste and training as the 
Great Helen. She learned everything here . . . everything 
from her love for baseball and hot dogs to her 
matchless artistry. 


Reams of superlatives have been written about 
her. Critics have called her voice the world’s finest. 
The result is there is never an unsold ticket 
when Helen Traubei sings. Her records 
are among the top sellers in the 
classical field. We are proud and 
happy to welcome Helen 
‘Traubel back to the RCA 
Victor Red Seal label. 
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presenting 


ALM 


ONE OF THE 
TOP PERSONALITIES 
IN SHOW BUSINESS 


His Latest Release! 


“CAN ANYONE 
EXPLAIN? 


(No, No, No!)” 


with 4 Hits And A Miss and 
Victor Young and His Orchestra 


coupled with 


“IF THAD A 
MAGIC CARPET” 


with Orchestra directed by 
Sonny Burke 


Available on 
78 rpm and 45 rpm 


Decca 27161 and 


Decca *9-27161 
*Indicates 45 RPM Version 


Price 75¢ (plus tax) 
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VARIETY 
: a am 3 
> 
VARIETY 2 & : 3 
| Survey of retail disk best 3 413 Q e|% ~i% 
sellers, based on reports ob- a 3 5/3 gizis slalele 
tained from leading stores tn aiaiaielé El/elelBlelsis| 7 
12 cities and showing com- sieizisZialie¢|ae}s]o 3 h £| 0 
parative sales rating for this ei olalsi-« ai § “1. s|e| T 
and last week. > 19 a elely 3 & eile /8/o A 
eerelela ic iTield iid 
| nation Week Ending [jF/SigalolZlislelal2l2l4| er 
# | (7) l fom & iO g g 8 Oo 
was Aug. 5 Slel#ieitigisiei sie] si a]: 
g. Si</Sieisleleigis|a /<|N 
This Last Filia 8 isisisi/Bisisi3ieia| 7 
wk, wk. Artist, Label, Title ZiOlimaIMIQIinIiniMtin Ia t=eini §S 
NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
1 1 “Mona Lisa”—1010 ............. , = © | 2 F ae 1 1 1 «106 
GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) 
2 5 ““Sam’s Song’—27112............ 6 1 1 4 a §8 2 4 3 72 
G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) 
3 3 “Goodnight Irene”—27077....... 1 1 1 Pas Br 2 3 57 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
7 6 “I Wanna Be Loved”—10716..... 9 5 4 6 8 ¢€ & 32 8 
GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) 
5 2 “Play A Simple Melody”—27112. 2 2 5 3 6S 38 
G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) 
6 4 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—27077.... 3 2 3 6 30 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) 
7 14 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”’—38885.... 5 i er 2 4 24 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
7B il “Bonapartes Retreat” —936 re 2 6 #7 5 24 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
8 12 “La Vie En Rose” —20-3819...... § 10 2 10 5 23 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
9 18 “My Foolish Heart” —24830 er 5 3 7 18 
D. HAYMES-A. SHAW (Decca) 
10 11 “Count Every Star” —27042 ee B / | 5 17 
ANDREWS SIS.-JENKINS (Decca) 
11 “IJ Wanna Be Loved’”—27007..... 7 8 4 14 
ANTON KARAS (London) 
12 7 “Third Man Theme” —536 ere 10 6 6 11 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
13A ‘“‘Hoop-Dee-Doo”—980 .......... 8 4 10 
FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) 
13B “Goodnight Irene”—38892....... 9 3 10 
5 PEREZ PRADO (Victor) 
if t4A “Mambo”—20-3782B 7 6 9 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 
if 14B 17 “Bewitched”—1000 ............. 2 9 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
15 “I Cross My Fingers”—20-3846... 4 10 8 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
i6A 20 “Count Every Star”’—20-3697B... 4 7 
BILL SNYDER (Tower) 
16B 16 “Bewitched”—1473 ............. 6 9 7 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol) 
16C 13 “No Other Love”—1053.......... q 7 
| CONNIE HAINES (Coral) ‘ 
'f 16D “Reasin’ "—GO0186  ..........2000% 4 
| RUSS MORGAN (Decca) _ 
| 16E “Sentimental Me”—24904........ ' i 
| 1 2 3 4 5 
| SOUTH PACIFIC | YOUNG MAN WITH! ANNIE GET YOUR | HARMONY TIME | DIXIE BY DORSEY 
F I V E Zz O P Broadway Cast A HORN GUN The Chordettes Jimmy Dorsey 
, H. James-D. Day : Columbia 
| LB U M S Columbia Columbia Hollywood Cast Columbia 
| A MM850 C198 M-G-M CL6111 C196 
| 
| ML4180 CL6106 E-509 C201 CL6095 
| Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
PE vc ccccecscssedecsosescse © 253 | Columbia ....cceses -seke iene 2 34 
Capitol .nccccccccccccvcscccees 5 BES | RAO 2. ccc cccccccccccvcscees 1 11 
ME nb ecdoceseesossoreses.« © ee: Ae scabebie eee Rue TEI 1 7 
DEE 6 666 0800040004 0400640 1 ig gs vce dae alg ee Re 1 7 
mi nn aoe cern a A en | 
| merging with Patti Page for Ra- | 
dio City theatre, Minneapolis, for | 
|] @ D a one week Aug. 25 and Riverside | 
| theatre, Milwaukee, for one | 
’ a . Sept. 1. . . . Helen Forrest to Don | 
, Green's, Pittsburgh, and three); ?*P- - * % is 
New York weeks at Triton, Rochester, N. Y., ng Faye eee, | 
Claire Hogan last week cut four Sept. 4... . Elliot Lawrence orch AUS. wae ye aes me 
sides for London and taped a guest | 9nens at Pleasure Pier, Galveston, | Palmer orch to Army . yen San | 
appearance on the Ralph Flanagan Ays 18, following at Circle the-| wee for a = ne a 
Chesterfield air show. She opens at atre, Indianapolis, and return book- ;° + © arm amey oe ae t | 
the Flame Club, Detroit, Aug. 18 jing at Coney Island, Cincinnati. _ Wayne ing_orch and wi ree- | 
for two weeks, following’ some one- eee lance. . . . Elliot Lawrence pen- | 
‘nighters. . . . Larry Shayne, Fa- as | cilled into Galveston Pier, Gal-| 
| mous Music’s Coast manager, back C 1cago veston, Aug. 18. for two weeks... . 
'to the Coast after two weeks va-| Apex Club, new dixieland nitery,; Hal McIntyre band pegged for | 
|cation in New York. . . . Billy debuts Aug. 18 with Max Miller | Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, Aug. | 
| Eckstine cut eight sides for M-G-M quartet. Bill Snyder orch! 24 for one month... . Clyde} 
| before leaving for his concert tour pacted for Wald Lake Casino, Wald , McCoy to Peony Park, Omaha, for 
'with George Shearing. . . . Saul Lake, Mich. Aug. 23 for five days. | Six days Aug. 15... . Peewee Hunt 


| Bourne back at his desk after two- 
{month tour of Europe. . 


| Bartell, WOKY, Milwaukee, prexy, water Beach for seven weeks 
'in New York to cut a platter for, Sept. 7.... Vet nitery entertainer, | 
| Young People’s Records, He runs! Benny Dunn debuted hour-long | 


a kid show on the air. 
|Maddi named musical director of | 
| Crown Records... . Larry Darnell | 
| appearing at Lyric theatre, Lexing- | 
ton, Ky., this week, moving to) 
Louisville for three-day date at the | 
National... . 
time bass sideman with Gene 
Krupa orch, leaves to join the for ten days at Horseshoe Club, 
Army next week. ... Sonny Dun- Rock Island, IIl., Sept. 1... . Ex- 
ham opens at Sunnybiook™ ball-) Jimmy Dorsey thrush, Claire Ho- 
room, Pottstown, Pa., Aug. 19....!gan, to The Flame, Detroit, Aug. | 
Don Cornell opening at Chubby’s, | 18 for one week. ... Frankie Laine |a 50-50 deal on the take. 
Camden, N. J., this week, follow- pacted for Studio Lounge, Galves- 
ing with two-week stand at Bill ton, Aug. 8 for two weeks, then 





Jerry 


*e 


a « AeOT 


last week. 


six weeks. 


Don Simpson, long- 


Snyder is slated for Peony Park 
for six days Aug. 29, then to Edge- | 


(11:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m.) across the | 
boards deejay show over WCFL | 
Show is aired from | 
downtown restaurant. ... 
Pieper to Melody Mill Aug. 4 for 


Leo 


Nellie Lutcher 


slated for Rossonian hotel, Denver, 
for eight days Aug. 23, following 


booked for a month at Deschler- 
Wallick hotel, Columbus, starting 
Aug. 7... . George Towne band to 
Coney Island, Cincinnati, Aug. 25 
for one week. . . Russ Carlyle 
orch to Delavan Gardens, Delavan, 
Wis. for three weeks, Aug. 28... . 
Ray Anthony signed for Peabody 
hotel, Memphis, for two weeks, 
Aug. 21, 





Hollywood 


Count Basie, at the Oasis at $1.- 
500 per frame plus a 50-50 slice of 
the door take, will be followed by 
Errol Garner Aug. 18 at $1,000 and 





| Miguelito Valdes band opens Aug. 








Col Goes 45 


Continued from page 41 





promotional campaign for the 45's, 
representing over $2,000,000 in 
consistent plugging for the new 


, speed, has, however, stirred a de- 
‘mand for the disks for which 
Columbia is now forced to bid. 


| 


Tough for Col to Swallow 
The 45 rpm pill is particularly 


, hard for Columbia to swallow in 


_view of the 33 rpm record changers 





(Continued on page 48) j 


which it is distributing. New ma- 
chine was designed to play auto- 
matically all size 33 rpm disks, 
from 12-inchers to seven-inchers, 
as part of the company’s all-out 
pitch for its own system. It’s un- 
derstood Columbia has about 70,- 
000° machines on hand or on order 
at a cost of $13, which comes to a 
$1,000,000 investment. What impact 
the switch to 45’s will have on 
sales of those machines is one of 
the chief current worries of Co- 
lumbia execs. 


Handwriting on the wall for 
Columbia was seen in Decca’s re- 
cent announcement that it was en- 
tering the 45 rpm field. Columbia 
had been making a strong pitch 
for Decca to make 33 rpm pops 
and handle the automatic player, 
but the latter company straddled 
the fence until the demand for 45 
rpm disks became potent enough 
to push Decca into Victor's camp. 
Decca’s switch to 45’s meant that 
Col would have to come in sooner 
or later. As it is, Columbia’s move 
was sooner than most execs pre- 
dicted. 

Columbia’s move into 45 rpm at 
last establishes the overall situa- 
tion in the disk market which Vic- 
tor hoped to set up when it adopted 
the 33 rpm system. At that time 
Victor was aiming at a setup in 
which 45’s would be the standard 
for the pop market while the 33’s 
would prevail in the longhair field. 
Columbia, however, refused to 
compromise on its 33 policy, and 
issued a seven-inch 33 disk for 
pops to buck the Victor’s 45’s. 

Current Columbia move was dic- 
tated by dealer demand for a uni- 
form layout with which to service 
customers who have, in many cases, 
been finding the multiplicity of 
speeds too difficult to handle. 





Lou Levy last week accompan- 


ied the Andrews Sisters to the 
Coast for their Fairmont hotel 
opening yesterday (Tues.) The 


Leeds Music topper, who manages 
the trio, is due back in New York 
in three weeks. 
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GIVE ME 
YOUR HAND 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 
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the “Vhnilling —— of the “Jwenties— 
as written and composed by — 


BERT KALMAR ... HARRY RUBY ra 


AND FEATURED IN THE M-G-M SMASH MUSICAL... 


a. “SHREE LITTLE WORDS” oy 




























; Based on the story and songs of BERT KALMAR and HARRY RUBY ; 
wa WHO’S SORRY NO | 
WHO'S SORRY NOW? : 
| To) Ted 

, } i 
oid MY SUNNY TENNESSEE MITs | 
} 
SO-LONG 00-LONG a 
| : ‘HAVE THE 
; 
| mem WHERE DID YOU GET THAT GIRL? elt | 
) SINGING 
|! COME ON PAPA AND : : 
, ; 
4 4 Wonderful Group of Sounge ... IDEAL for your PROGRAM — : 
: | * by Ted Snyder, Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby * * x by Bert Kalmar and Harry Puck - 
: | * *by Bert Kalmar, Harry Ruby and Herman Ruby * * * * by Edgar Leslie and Harry Ruby 
E-. * reclement o¢e : 3 
|) ht Great New & Ballad! 2 itil 4 

g . F TZENA, TZENA, TZENA | 

—— 8 Words by MITCHELL PARISH : 

Pr fo Music (First Two Parts) ISSACHAR (MIRON) 
_ ee MICHROVSKY (Third Part) JULIUS GROSSMAN 2 : 
: | THE DREAMOFOLWEN 
: . ‘ Widely Recorded — Widely Played : 
. we jero”’ : # ° : 
Sees French title “Bo | Gaining Hew Fane yah tbh 2 8 
3 Words by MITCHELL PARISH One of America’s Favorite Standards — oe 4 
Music by PAULDURAND . ri oO M t Ce 
French Lyricby HENRICONTET Le ae 
Recorded By (When Shadows Fall) ee 
HARRY BABBITT ..... paareveseees Cora! Recorded by Nat;“King’'Cole (Capitol) eee 
RUSS CASE and Choir..........MGM : rs — nd many others aan ee 





BING CROSBY *@eeete0ee#ee7uet#e#es . Decca 
XAVIER CUGAT e@eeveesteees#es - Columbia 
DENNIS DAY eeeeeeeeeeeeee . Victor 
PERCY FAITH and Choir. .....Columbia 
GUY LOMBARDO ......+-++-+.--Decca 
NORO MORALES eeeseeseeeeoee#e Decca 
PATTI PAGE .....- .» Mercury 


=-—_ and more fo come 





SIDNEY MILLS 


Gen. Prof. Mgr 
1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
West Coast: 6533 Hollywood Blivd., Hollywood, Cal. 


















peo 
Bele eLt PARISH’S Lyrical 
OY ANDERSON’S oS 
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Band Reviews 


TED WEEMS ORCH (13) | tosses in a tap terp that shows ver- 
With Bonnie Ann Shaw, Russ Car-) satility unusual for band song- 

ter | Stress. Carter holds forth in the} 
Muehlebach Hotel, K. C. 


baritone range, being oke on tunes 
Ted Weems has played the Ter- Of the “It Isn’t Fair” and “Heart- 
race Grill of the Muehlebach a 


aches” variety. 

; team frequently for vocal duos on 

number ef times, but much was numbers such as “Hoop Dee Doo” 
made of this appearance since it 
marks the 25th anniversary of his 


and “Dearie.” 
aot Vite  tateadee that was In the novelty department Weems 
booked in person by Jules Stein 


calls on Glen West, guitarist, who 





| 


| ber from novelties to the stand- 


Two youngsters | 


: : works out vocally ¢ fa - 
in the early days of his agenting.) oo. ak ‘ie ¥ or Stam- 
ces re: ; ; ‘| merin’, Huggin’ and Chalkin 
Crew which Weems currently! . : 

: Be eae augers . and the like, and Lee Howe, of the! 
heads follows pretty well the pat- tr eid tehadibec fyes® 

2 Seas = Aso , trumpet section, for scat singing. 
tern he has set over the years, one pyj, lineup makes unusually 


that is long on danceable rhythms 
and carries a fair share of enter- 
tainment in addition. 


strong show, which Weems is pre- 
senting twice nightly. 


“4 , With the Weems crew, Grill is 
Instrumentation basically Rw 4’ having some of its hatha biz of 
4-4-4 setup, but varies with @N|\ the season Pollowine date hase 
electric guitar as the fourth mem- Weems works eastward for date at 
ber of the rhythm section (piano, | y7j-9;7; oe eet ast ane & 
ne tome sel Grams). cad s\n Beach, television date in 
& bass a New York, session of Mercury re- 
trombone teamed with the three) (9 ding< . 
trumpets in the brass section. COT ngs, before going into the 
sain i rae . Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi, Sept 
Weems attempts no particular 3. ’ Quin ° 


flourishes with this lineup, but con- 
centrates on modern, melodic mu- 
sic especially designed for the 
dancers. As to be expected from 
a vet of the Weems calibre, book 
is filled with time-proven faves as 
well as the current pops, and he 
mixes in a bit of Dixie and a Latin 
rhythm in suitable variety. 

In the vocal department Weems 
especially well equipped with 
of capable youngsters, Bon-| 
Ann Shaw and Russ Carter. 
Shaw gal handles ballads 
capably, and in addition turns out 
a first rate whistle on occasion, 
filling the niche long filled by Elmo 
Tanner. At floorshow time she 


New Star in the 
Entertainment Field 


ART HODES ORCH (6) 
Rupneck’s, Chicago 


Art Hodes’ 
newest addition to an already heavy 
array of dixieland bands in this 
area. Yet the unit differs from most 


combination of traditional 
land, fine musicianship, and some 
high-spirited sidemen. As such, the 
combo stacks up as a cinch to 
snare a large portion of the two- 
beat trade. 
Crew is’ well-balanced, 
prised partly of old hands 
(Continued on page 49) 
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This is the new Wurlitzer Entertainment Organ. Compact 
in size but big in performance. Fast and lively in action. A 
range of.more than 1000 different tonal colors. An organ 
that is “‘made to order” for places of public entertainment. 


Whether you want a soft musical background for the 
dinner hour, colorful accompaniment for vocal entertain- 
ers, or spirited music for the evening, this new Wurlitzer 
has the range, the ready response, and the tonal capacity 
that make it the number-one choice for the job. 


Built in the tradition of the “Mighty Wurlitzer,” here is 
an instrument with volume that ranges from musical 
whisper to dramatic full-organ chorus. And it is the lowest- 


priced standard two-manual organ you can buy. 


WuRLIIZER 


World's Largest Builder of Organs and Pianos 
Under One Name 


- 


For complete 
information, mail the 
coupon below. 











ee ee ee ee ee = 
| | 
; The Rudolph Wurlitzer Company, Dept. V 
| North Tonawanda, New York | 
| Gentlemen: Please send illustrated booklet on the new I 
Wurlitzer Entertainment Organ. 
| 
Name | 
1 ! 
| Address | 
| 
: City Zone State 
lo ke eater ct 1 ebenmanuisamemenunesanaenananananesenuel 


group comes as the | 


|of the current crop with a surefire | 
dixie- | 


Disk Upbeat | - First Group 
Parallel situation is occurring in 4) 7 ~or venir 
the disk industry. With full stabili- Bewitched SHMHSSOHSEIPSOHCODO ROSE TO TODO E SO ere ae ills 
zation of the speed situation, a C'est Si Rinse ee ee ee eeeee eeeeseee eeccceres — 
marked improvement in the retailer Comma lS a el leila eae Core ereeeeenne a 
et pated ——_ aad = - . os Darn It Baby That’s Love—*“Tickets Please”.......eee0. . Chappell 
solid tunes upcoming, platter com- ein the Lane cd 
panies find themselves in the most Game Fishin’ $ oe bie ey 
favorable position since the war. ; gs eee Ree Le eee eS SS ARTA HOPES TSS seeee - Fels 
Among the most hopeful symp- enon —— Ge OEE GSs06 cbueenesoveseeeeneeewnn — 
toms has been the terrific response I Croes My Fingers a atin : as A abe : a ; Maa: United 
by retailers vad the goes = L sean st Seow Wat Dime TE Was. «nc cccccccccecsessseceeosns Chappell 
pene’ be se rm ha I Didn’t Slip, I Wasn’t Pushed, I Fell...........eeeeeees iia Remick 
con and mnereuny, , arr ors a B moeert Care Te Ge Sek DON t SUING 6 vce cccetecteceecseceen Famous 
stocks of unsaleable shellacs via If I Had a Magic Carpet FI a te ~ 
the exchanges, gee a -_ now | T¢ ioe Were Only a Veen e ete ee eee ee eeeens oe on 
in a liquid state and can be ex- SOP ee eed, u ‘ 
pected a be more receptive to the * soiagy 8 — You—i"“My Friend Irma Goes West” ........ a 
distribs. This will be especially I Still Cet pa ets Nai gas a RRA lo eepoicii¢ + ee oe 
true if the disk companies hew i a 3 7 a eecnee Tee T TCC eT TT eT ee oo wane 
to their stated intention of press- La Vie >. eoceccee TRICE e MCR TT ee “Harme 
fail — better, records in the Let’s Choo Choo to Idaho—t‘‘Duchess of Idaho” Oe eae Robbins 
: eee eg EP a ee TET E TES C TOT Ce Te err Peer 
With the exchange plans coming | wona Lisa—*' ‘Capt. Carey “USA” ke aa ee PERE Poste 
to a close, Victor is starting a spe-| wy Foolish Heart—t“My Foolish Heart” ....-.--+-.:++.s--e. Santly 
cial promotional push for its pop no Other Love Disney 
releases. Company has assembled Play a Simple Malode PPE RISES SES EASE DOS ESS ee Berlin 
a package of 13 disks, pressed Over’ gam’s Song i aa eh lig Me hag Ph Weies 
the past two months, which it feels Sometime ..................... india buad bit cankan Witmark 
may have been overlooked during (Third Man Theme—t“Third Man” ........cccceceeeeeeeees Chappell 
the swap-in procedure, Package You Wonderful You—t“Summer Stock” .......cccccccccce Miller 
will include such disks as Tony 
Martin’s “La Vie En Rose,” Perry ’ 
Como’s “I Cross My Fingers” and 4 yittie Bit a Second Group a 
| wrem Warten’s “tT Lave Tee OC, |p eee eee date 
all of which Victor is aiming to Daddy's Little Stas AE SE ee ER SS Sed SATE SSO AS 664-4 ED EE S08 S8Ke seta 
drive up higher on the hit lists. | Give ‘a Broken Heart a Chance to h604046.0690460000000004 Porgie 
London and Mercury are also Golden Sails . Liead Chur C6G-e EG (4606400430 EEC ERE Goday 
girding for heavy activity. Current-| J] Hadn’t Anyone Till You ...........seccceeeseceecseeeuceececcd ABC © 
ly, Mercury is turning over more ]’}] Build a Dream House ............cceeees a San Campbell 
business than at any time since ] Never Had a Worry In the World ......ssseseeeees sss eceees BMI 
Frankie Laine’s “Mule Train’ | ]¢ Isn't Fair ..... ye’ Ss ee cece. Words & Music 
broke wide open. Both Mercury Lonesomest Whistle 2 aa OE te has a alk ik ap ech e 
and London, moreover, have solid- My Destiny ................. | Coneiuee : ; : ‘ ; , ihe oe 
ly established their longhair lines| Of All Things—tDuchess of Idaho” .....ceecceeeeceeecece: Robbins 
via the exchange plans which end Oy, Very Own—i“Our Very Own” ............cccccuccccee.. Suliner 
next week. dy vk cehenben suakudiaeeede Chappell 
fs © & B.  __. 5h RR et eatie ery earner mieten ren Ane aie Hill & Range 
of the industry, with two click) Say When .............. SP Tee TT eT eT ee Teer Te Te eT Duchess 
records, Bing and Gary Crosby’s| Sentimental Me ..............--.ccu ccccccccccecees Knickerbocker 
“Play A Simple Melody” and Gor-| Stay With the Happy People—*“Peep Show” ........ 6oeaees el Morris 
ee eee. in cbec i von E ibe 4650 bese ens bene cnewesgeewndans Miller 
carrying the rest of the company’s ;Tzena Tzena Tzena ..........ccccccccccccucecceseveceeees Cromwell 
current releases over the counter. 
Other diskery execs have also) + Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 
found that having one or two! —————————— 
smash records gives a tremendous satis Pa ea 
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Continued from page 1 


| small publisher alike and carrying 
along virtually every type of num- 








‘ards. Smaller pubs are sharing 
the gravy with the major firms. 
All of which is leading trade execs 
to believe this is no artificially 
created boom. 


lift to sales figures of the lesser 
disks. Decca, meantime, is prep- 
ping for the 45 rpm business and 
is currently working three shifts 
in its pressing plants. 

Columbia Records is also gear- 
ing for increased business this fall. 
Revamping of the pop division, 
with Paul Weston as director of 
Coast operations, under Mitch 
Miller, and the snaring of Sammy 
Kaye from Victor are expected to 
put the company on solid ground. 
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Hertzog Concertmaster | 
Of K.C. Symphony Orch 


Kansas City, Aug. 8. | 
Hans Schwieger, conductor of. 
the Kansas City Philharmonic orch, 
returned last week from a Euro- | 
pean junket of three moriths and 
announced appointment of Jascha 
Hertzog as concertmaster here. 
Hertzog has been in radio work | 
in New York, and formerly was as-_ 
sociated with Schwieger in South. 
Carolina a few years ago. Hertzog 
replaces Thruston Johnson who has 
been concertmaster past few sea- 
sons. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 








(Week ending July 29) 
London, Aug. 1. 
Bewitched ........... Sterling 
My Foolish Heart......... Sun 
ere ee Connelly 
Piano Roll Blues...... Leeds 
Let’s Do It Again... .Lennox 


Oh, You Sweet One. .Southern 
Daddy’s Little Girl...... Yale 
Oe) ae Merrin 
ey | Arcadia 
If I Loved You....Williamson 
GUICKSIUVOR oc sccccos. Morris 
Your Heart, My Heart. . Wright 
Second 12 
Jealous Heart..... New World 
COORG Wl OE. occ ves. Maurice 
Me and Shadow...F.D. & H. 
Two on a Tandem..... Merrin 
Candy & Cake..... i Dash 
Load of Hay........... Fields 
Hey Neighbor ........ Wright 
pg _— & Cox 
Chattanoogie Boy.........Pie 


Down in Glen....... .. Wright 
Enjoy Yourself .......Morris 


| Lounge Aug. 18 and opens follow- 





Sunshine Cake...... . Victoria 





‘RH’ Logging System 


Week of July 28-Aug. 3 


Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. 
ances lists tunes in the survey based on four inajor network schedules, 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 
2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 2 major territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vocal in all three 
territories counts 12. Addded to these totals 1s the listener ratings of 


|commercial shows, The two groups of songs are alphabetically listed, 




















On the Upbeat 


Continued from page 46 


who sang with Lee Kelton’s band 
on WJAS under name of Carol 
Dayton, sang her own song, “You 
Told Me,” on “Song for Sale” last 
| week over CBS-TV and AM net- 
works. ... Ben Boden’s orch opens 











22 at the Commercial hotel, Elko, 


Nev., getting a flat $2,750 per) two-week e 
frame. . . . Ferde Grofe skied to | two-week engagement are Chere 
London to baton the London Riffs, who opened Monte Carlo 


Symph arrangement of his “Atlan- |! 
tic Crossing” for the London label. 
. Bill Pannell band returned to 


year ago, come back there for a 
week on Friday (11). They’ve been 
|playing Julius Monk’s Atlantic 








| the Cinegrill of the Hotel Roose-' ¢ 

velt last night (8) for his aes | Gee am cutee hittin 
visit, this time for an indefinite | 

stand. . . . Pete Rugolo in from, —— 


N. Y. to work on new arrangements 
with Stan Kenton. ... Jerry Gray 
band to make a short at UI. 





NEW REVIVALS 


: a ° | 
Pittsburgh Exactly Like You 
Billy Catizone’s Trio closes long 
run at. Bill Green’s Cocktail 


‘You’re a Sweetheart’ 


as 
Standards by 
Jimmy McHugh 


ing night at Club 30 in Chester, 
W. Va. . Shirley Reade, who 
sang with Hal Kanner band at Ter- 
race Room last winter, back at 
Ankara doing the vocals, backed by 
Walter Gable’s orch, for “Stars 
|"N’ Skates” ice revue, . Lunita 
‘has joined Luis Morales band at 
| Carnival Lounge as featured vo- 

















‘Sedlatle For Laughs 
The 


KIRBY STONE 


Quintette 
Featuring 


COWEYES 


Currently: CAPITOL THEATRE, NEW YORK 
Followed by CLOVER CLUB, MIAMI, INDEF, _ 
MGM RECORDS 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


On the occasion of Decca’s 16th anni on Aug. 4, Milton Rackmil, | 
company prexy, reminisced how the late Jack Kapp, the late E. R. 
Stephens and he formed the company in 1934 with “only four walls.” 
After a delay in the company’s initial releases, company stayed in the 
red until December, 1935, when it racked up its first net profit of $1,134. 
— then the company has made a profit every month except for July, | 

948. 

Original trio of Decca execs formed the company after working for | 
the Brunswick company, then owned by Consolidated Films. Kapp | 
persuaded E. R. Lewis, prexy of London Decca -then and now, to buy | 
out the Brunswick and American Record company, but the deal fell | 
through. Lewis, however, put up the coin for Kapp, Stevens and 
Rackmil to start the Decca company in the U. S. Decca later bought | 
back Lewis’ interest in the company. 





The score for Metro’s Harry Ruby-Bert Kalmar biopic, ‘‘Three Little 
Words,” is owned, with one exception, by the music subsidiary of War- 
ner Bros. All but one song in the film is in the Harms catalog. Harms 
is part of the Music Publishers Holding Corp., Warner publishing 
subsid. 

The one exception is “Nevertheless,” written in 1931, which belongs | 
to Chappell. Story behind the unusual situation is that Ruby and 
Kalmar wrote for Max Dreyfus and the Harms catalog. “Nevertheless,” 
however, somehow got into the Crawford catalog. When Drefus sold 
Harms to the Warner group, the songs went with the corporation. But 
“Nevertheless” remained. Now comes the unusual practice of the sub- 
sidiary of one film company plugging songs in another company’s pic- | 
ture. Chappell is also launching a drive on the one song it owns. 





“Our Lady of Fatima,’ which is starting to get a lot of attention from 
recording companies, unusual for a religious song, is one of those 
amateur things that caught on. Song, a prayer for “unity and peace,” 
was written by Gladys Gollahon, a Cincinnati housewife. 

Composer had her two nieces make an acetate for $2.50, and brought 
the record up to Bill Dawes, a Cincy disk jockey. Dawes, who is a 
Sunday school teacher at the Hyde Park Community Church, Cincin- | 
nati, played the record on the air. Despite the amateurish rendition, 
the station was flooded with requests for information about the song. 
Billy White, Robbins Music contactman in Cincy, was listening, and he | 
phoned New York to get an okay to pick it up. A verse was added in 
New York by Sam Lewis, and Robbins started a full-scale campaign on 
it. Song has already been recorded by three majors. | 





While Larry Spier was winding up his affairs as prof. manager for | 
Chappell, following a series of tiffs with headman Max Dreyfus, an 
unexpected hit was breaking for Spier, Inc., an indie firm he is now 
reactivating. It’s “Just Say I Love Her,” a tune which has been many | 
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Survey of retail sheet music . = . a/ 9 

sales, based on reports obtained E pa 5 5 ¥ 

from leading stores in 12 cities E g g 2 % 
and showing comparative sales :}/e}/,/OSOlalé 13/3] 
rating for this and last week. ry =| % 8 Sic * Sigaizlizio 
S\Slelalslslslsivlelsier 
SisisialSlElFlS/ SSE] a 
. Qa = = " & ¢|6e 8 Sis 4 na| - 
National Week Ending = 8 ¢ - E s 3 > 4 z a Z| p 
Rating £ |e] eilwlOd/O|S/a/e] 0 
Aug. 9 SlslEelglElelale/#/ Zi i]: 
This Last piel, : plolgieieiaialie|% 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher 71618 alglzigls § ZisS/s 
1 1 “Mona Lisa” (Paramount)....... -.. Sak L-% 1 1 2 1 2 2 6 109 
2 2 “Bewitched” (Chappell)......... . @S@.e 2 1 4 £23 tee hULSlhl 
3 4 “I Wanna Be Loved” (Supreme). . ee GF. Ws OF Seer i 3 .@ 
4A 6 “Sam’s Song” (Sam Weiss)....... » §.-9 7 a se ae ae 4 56 
4B 3 “Third Man Theme” (Chappell).. 6 3 2 7 ws, on. 56 
5 10 “Goodnight Irene” (Spencer).... 1 4 5 es 8 v oon i. 
6 5 “Count Every Star” (Paxton).... 8 6 Emr st ee a ee 42 
7A 7 #£=x«‘“Simple Melody” (Berlin)........ 4 1 = ae 9 5 7 36 
7B 8 “Piano Roll Blues” (Leeds)...... ae ma we 6 7 9 7 3 36 
8 ea “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena” (Cromwell). 5 a, ees 9 6 5 23 
9A “Bonapartes Retreat” (Acuff-Rose) .. eae tp ee . oy. ae 2 20 
9B ll “My Foolish Heart” (Santly-Joy). .. .. .. mG) ye a = a. 5 20 
10 13 “Don’t Care, Sun Don’t” (Famous) .... .. 10 .. 8 Be, es m +s 4 19 
11A “Cross My Fingers” (United)..... a  .« «a 20 ia 11 
i1B 9 “Hoop-Dee-Doo” (Morris)........ .. 10 wie “G0 a 11 














| Hodes-Pfeifer riff, then a half cho- | 
rus by the group, breaking again 
for Granato, and so on. Unusual 
are the frequent closing riffs by 





Band Reviews 

















years coming to a head. Spier had taken it over from the Italian Book 
Co. when it was called ‘“Dicitencello Vuie,” composed by R. Falvo, and | 
through a series of two rewrites it has now evolved into ‘‘Love Her,” 
sparked by the Johnny Desmond MGM recording. Martin Kalmanoff, 
Sam Ward, Jack Val and Jimmy Vale get multiple authorship credit, | 
although the first Americanization attempt, under the title of “In| 


L——> Continued from page 48 Sem | Hodes, with band joining in on 


|closing note. 
Band also has clever idea for 


some new ones, with emphasis go- 
ing to solid, fundamental musician-| numbers requiring beat changes. | 
ship and arranging. Drummer Pfeifer blows a whistle 





Given to Barkites Soar 
Pinza Album for Col. 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Metro, to which Johnny Green 
contracted as general music direc- 
tor, has given him an okay to back- 


Sparking the unit throughout is|on stops, cueing Granato, Ille, and| stop Ezio Pinza on a four-faced 


Napoli,” never came to pass. | pianist Hodes with his clearly-de- 
fined and imaginative work. Vet 

Composer Ferde Grofe still receives a quarterly royalty check from | Floyd O’Brien steadies with a fine 
Max Dreyfus, Chappell Music chief, for his original orchestration of | tailgate trombone, and Jimmy Gra- 
George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue.” Gershwin had originally writ-|nato and Bill Moore, on clarinet 





Pfeifer steady the rhythm during | from upcoming “Mr. Imperium.” 
| the pause. Group’s specialty, “Ace| M-G-M_ Records 
|in the Hole,” played as showman-/ liked to take an 
| ship number, garners heavy recep- | hym off 


| O'Brien, while Hodes, Moore and|album for Columbia, using tunes 


would have 
“Imperium” al- 
soundtrack, but since 


Mgt.: ERNEST ANDERSON, 340 E. 52 St., N.Y. 





ten the piece for two pianos, and then Grofe, who at that time—it was 
1924—-was playing piano and arranging in Paul Whiteman’s orchestra, | 
was assigned the job of orchestration. He did the work in about two 
weeks, while the band was playing the “Ziegfeld Follies,’ Grofe says 
he’d sneak in the backroom between acts and use every spare minute | 
he had to do the job. “I didn’t sleep for two weeks,” he said. “But 
I finished it in time.” 
Having obtained the name for an untitled tune via a poll held by 
WHOM disk jocks Willie Bryant and Ray Carroll over their ‘After 
Hours Swing Session’ show, Apollo Records, N. Y., will release the 
number, now labeled “Station Break,” around the end of the month. | 
Tune, recorded by Bobby Smith’s orch, is backed by “Sweet and 
Lovely.” Both sides are instrumental, with Smith having written the 
newer tune. 
Bryant and Carroll are using the number for the station breaks on 
their platter program. Title for the tune was picked from about 15,000 
suggestions sent in during the contest’s two weeks’ running. 








Paul Weston for the second time in six months has been responsible 
for the publishing of a pop song with lyrics added to his original in- 
strumental version. First was Weston’s Capitol record of Chopin’s 
“Etude in E Major,” which Walt Disney consequently published as “No 
Other Love” with lyrics by Weston and Bob Russell. Second is the 
French ballad, “Autumn Leaves,” which Capitol’s music pub interests 
are releasing with lyrics by Johnny Mercer. Capitol, which Weston 
ankled to join Columbia Records, is reissuing Weston’s instrumental 
versions of both numbers back-to-back on a new single. 


Bushkin | 
sah tule 
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Disk Jockey Review 





TEEN CORNER 
* With Sue Waldbillig 
4 15 Mins.; Sat., 9:15 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WOKO, Albany ; 
Teen-age disk jockey show idea, 
fostered in Albany radio by Marty 
Ross, is given a different twist by 
the presence here of a young lady 
Miss Waldbillig, of Albany Girls’ 
Academy, offers a pleasant though 
| unpretentious program. She sticks 
to standard format: announcement 
of a number followed by its turn- 
tabling. Her voice is not big but it 
is ear-acceptable; personality is 
friendly. She asks for letters and 
cards, emphasizing that block is 
musically tailored to _ listeners’ 
wishes. 
' Inclusion of an occasional 
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in- 











’ _terview and some attention to the 
/ id 4, public service phase of broadcast- 
| Dad ing would build the feature. 
Jaco. 
/ az? , _—__ 
o;e@ , 
| Tempo Reactivated 
pore WNn6 77,2? A} | Tempo Music, publisher of many 
ooeie seouel —s a2? 4| Duke Ellington numbers, is being 
600 pase eda bea reactivated after a long layoff. 
AO ) |Tempo has opened new offices in 
ow © «|| New York under the management 
—— = tf 1) -- - | of Mildred Dixon. 


Ruth Ellington James is prexy 
of the outfit and Mercer Ellington, 
| Ellington’s son, will also be active 

in the frm. - 





and bass, add intensity to the unit.| tion from the addicts. 
Drummer Bill Pfeifer, with some| starts slowly, with Hodes playing | 


on-the-button cueing and fine cym-|a hokey honky-tonk version, after | 
bal work, especially accompanying | which he’s joined by Ille and 


Number | pinza tightly bound to Columbia 


and M-G-M platters are™ out, 
studio okayed Green’s chore for 
Columbia. 


Hodes on riffs, stands out on the! Granato, with O’Brien filling in| 
beat side. — further spark = | phrases. Number gradually gains 
the group is former circus cornet-|momentum till beat is at gallop | ‘11: . 

P| Willis Jackson’s Debut 





|ist, Jimmie Ille, whose hard-driving | clip. Unit employs same style t 


lead is clean and imaginative, show- | “Hindustan” and “Sweet Georgia} Willis Jackson, former tenor sax- 
ing off some excellent musician-| Brown,” using Pfeifer and Hodes! man with Cootie Williams’ orch, 
ship and fine tone quality. |for triple-time riffing to score | debuts his new band at the 421 
Hodes’ arrangements are rela- | heavily. Mel. Club, Philadelphia, Sept. 11. 
tively ornate, varying a bit from ND | Seven-man crew, including Jack- 
the usual format. Group opens on| Jimmy Palmer orch have opened son, will play the spot for one 
straight melody, Ille carrying tne|a two-week engagement at the | week. 
lead, O’Brien backing, and Granato| Pleasure Pier, Galveston, Texas,; Orch is booked by Universal At- 
filling-in. Ensemble breaks for’ following Don Reid orch. | tractions. 


ataieneatiies 
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with this 
Newest 
Thing in 
Music 

















The ORGAN that plays from any Piano Keyboard 


EASY TO CARRY 


Portable—light in 
weight—quickly 
installed or removed. 
Easily carried to stages, 
broadcasting stations, 
or on tour. Easy for 
any pianist to play 
without special 
training. Get 
information, today. 


LOWREY 


ORGANO 


CHICAGO 


New effects—new rhythm—new volume—this amazing elec- 
tronic piano-organ offers a host of different musical variations 
to “bewilder and bewitch” your public. The Lowrey ORGANO 
—installed on any piano in a matter of minutes—provides 
rich organ music in complete chord structures. You play with 
both hands on the piano keyboard—play piano as before 
without interference—or play organ-piano duets—something 
you’ve never been able to do before! 


LOWREY ORGAN DIVISION 
Central Commercial Industries, Inc. 
332 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 4, III. 

Please send me full details and literature on 
the new Lowrey ORGANO. 
Name 
Street 
City 








Zone__State dite 
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Greater Elections Interest This Year 


the focal point, remainder of slate 
has almost no opposition can- 


didates. However, much impor- 
tance also hinges on election of 
the national, board. Latter has 60 


Nellie Lutcher, Cole Trio 


Set for London Palladium 


The King Cole Trio and Nellie 
Lutcher are both scheduled to play 


George Formby 


se 


os Sh rer | 
y- ot day 


Europe within the next two 
months. The Cole trio opens at 
the Palladium, London, Sept. 4 to 
be followed by other European 
dates which will end around Oct. 
15. Miss Lutcher is slated to open 
at the Palladium Oct. 2. 

The Cole combo, currently at 
the Stateline, Nevada, opens at 
Tops, San Diego, Aug. 14. Boys 
then fly into New York prior to 


a * 

In AGVA As Ballots Come in Heavily sissies seat, ac 

| three-year terms. Some incumbents 
are listed among the candidates. 
ly wh ed that Van, who) . 
had sieeady samenbened ; year’s | Among the unopposed candidates 
term, would not accept the nomina- | are Jackie — for egg 
tion to suceed himself. When Van| Mendoza, recording secretary. In 
was subsequently drafted for| second and third veepee contests 
another term, Price notified his| there are seven candidates for a 
adherents that he would not oppose | single office in both classifications. 
Van. Although listed on that ballot, 


Set for Repeat 
Canada Tour 


Toronto, Aug. 8. 
Just back from London, Ernest 
M. Rawley, manager of the Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto, in addition to 



















Although the deadline for regis- | 


tering ballots in the forthcoming 
annual election of officers and na- 
tional board of American Guild of 
Variety Artists is nearly a month! 
away, many are already in, which 
presages greater interest among, 
the membership than in previous 








|In the former, Gypsy Rose Lee is | 
‘opposing Jack Gwynne and Dick | 


years. | Price refused to make any sort of | Ware, both Chi candidates, andj Sailing for Europe. his impresario ventures, has com- 
For the presidency, the incum- CAMPAIEA, and Van _— elected. the latter has Lois Donn (Pitts-|_ Miss Lutcher opens at _ the leted arrange ts f re 
bent Gus Van is being opposed by This year, however, Price has been burgh), Jack Edwards (Boston),| Palomar, Seattle for one week be- | Piete arrangements for a second 
. c . 4 . 2 ate es am ® s 4 c AS . ’ - ‘ - - " 
Georgie Price. Price had been urged to campaign. Don Francisco (N.Y.) and Buddy! ginning Aug. 14. From there she trans-Canada tour of George Form- 
nominated for the presidency at While the presidential race is}; Walker (Miami Beach) pitted ae to Denver where she’s py, Lancashire comedian, who en- 
last year’s convention, accepting’ Jerry Baker, lst veepee, and Harry ' against each other. scheduled to play a week’s engage- joys a hefty film and dise follow- 








ment Aug. 23. Two weeks at the 
Horsehoe Club, Rock Island, IIlI., 
starting Sept. 1 and one week at 
the Casino, Toronfo, Sept. 14 to 
follow. 


More Bids Made 














ing across the Dominion. Tagged 
“George Formby and His London 
Music Hall Varieties,” package 
}opens at the Forum, 7,000-seater 


|in Montreal, for a one-nighter on 
|Sept. 9 and then makes a whirl- 
| wind tour, principally in one-night 
jarena stands, apart from a one- 
|week engagement at the Royal 
















































First Act Ever Held Over 
At the 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL, New Orleans 


TEL 


mT, Tha 


For Bowery, Det. 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 

Two bids for the liquor license 
and effects of the bankrupt Bow- 
ery nitery were received by Bank- 
ruptcy Court Referee Walter I. 
McKenzie at a hearing Thursday 
(3). 

First bid of $13,500 was made by 
Attorney William C. Cohen for an 
unnamed client. However, Frank 
Barbaro, who gave up the club in 
1947 as part of a divorce settle- 
ment with his ex-wife Dorothy, has 
said he would act as manager of 
the club if Cohen's unnamed cli- 
ent won out in the bidding. 


The other bid of $13,750 was 


given by Edward Maciejewski. Mc- | 


Kenzie adjourned the hearing to 
today (8) to give Cohen an oppor- 
tunity to reconsider his original 
bid. 

Mrs. Dorothy Barbaro, who had 
operated the nitery from 1947 to 
last May 23 when it closed, testi- 
fied at the hearing that she was 
forced to shutter the club because 
the cabaret tax was absorbed 








Alexandra, Toronto. 

On his first trans-Canada tour 
last season, Formby broke all at- 
tendance records for a_ six-week 
junket that grossed close to $250.- 
000. He sold out in Toronto a 
week in advance, with Rawley un- 
able to pencil in the many trans- 
Canada centres whose civic trade 
groups sought inclusion in the 
routing. For this second tour, 
Formby and his new troupe will 
put in seven weeks of engagements 
at $3 top. 

The British comedian, who broke 
all attendance records during his 
first Canadian tour last season, 
further enhanced his popularity a 
few weeks ago when he flew over 
at his own expense to headline the 
Winnipeg Flood Relief rally at 
Maple Leaf Gardens, Toronto, and 
jammed the _ 15,000-seater, with 
the program carried by 739 Am- 
erican and Canadian radio stations. 
Personnel of his new “London Mu- 
sic Hall Varieties” includes such 
British acts as Henry Vadden, Har- 
ry Bailey, Mills & Belita, Carsoni 
Bros., Herschel (Jizz) Henlere, 
Roger Carne. 

With Montreal and Toronto tee- 




















>ANS 0 rather than passed on to the cus- offs, troupe will play Ottawa, King- 
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to Forrest “Slim”? Glenn and Char- 
lie Kaufhold, both Variety Clubites 
who are doing nicely. 

Peter A. Schenker, treas. of 
Transfilm in from N. Y. C. to visit 
Philip Yagaloff, former staffer. 

Murray Weiss, Variety Clubs ex- 


ecutive, in from Boston for quar-, 


terly inspection of the lodge. 

Mayor ‘“Tony’’ Anderson, de- 
clared New York Giant Day in the 
colony when the football team ar- 
rived here for their training. Local 
band met them at the railroad sta- 
tion and a reception held at their 
training quarters, 

Paul Clancy, former patient who 
beat the rap, in from Rochester to 
visit Margie Regan. 

Rabbi Birstein, chaplain of Va- 
riety Clubs Tent 35 (N.Y.C.) and 
his wife who are on a motor vaca- 
tion, stopped off here to visit the 
gang. 

The passing of Gerald Uvanni., 
local orchestra leader, saddened 
many of this colony. He often 
played gratis for many affairs for 
the patients. 

Final results of the drive for the 
milk fund for the kiddies cared for 
at the William Morris Park play- 
grounds went over the top, rating 
a bow to Benny Ressler and Irving 
(Chandu) Altman for their untiring 
efforts in making it a success. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 


—all 4 diff. Vols. for $80— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
NO C.0O.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 


JACK PARKER 
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The Ragtime Kids 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
S The Ragtime Kid was having a drink 
There was no one else on the stool, 
And the stranger stumbled across the room 
And flopped down like a fool. 
In a buckskin shirt that was glazed with dirt 
He sat and I seen him sway ~ 
With a talon hand he clutched the keys 
God, but that man could play.” 





—Robert W. Service. 


‘Roarin’ 20s’ Extended 
To Oct. 18 at Chi Cafe 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
With extension of run of “Roar- 


in’ Twenties” at the Blackhawk to 
Oct. 18 it will have spanned a 28- 
week run. Revue was to have 
folded Labor Day to make way for 
a saga of the ’30’s, but business has 
warranted the extension. Accord» 
ing to Don Roth, Blackhawk owner 
and co-producer, show has been 
averaging 4,000 covers weekly since 








If you were any kind of a vaude fan years ago you heard the above 


linest when some act, to save itself from flopping, would recite Robert | 
With an amber spot and maybe | 


W. Service’s “Spell Of the Yukon.” 
red kerchief round the neck to lend atmosphere, they’d go into “A 
bunch of the boys were whooping it up...” and the audience would 
settle back and recite word for word with the actor. 

According to a news item a few weeks ago, Hartley Claude Myrick 
was the original “ragtime kid” of the poem, and he passed on in 
Seattle at the age of 65. In his youth he played piano in all the honky- 
tonks from Nome to Chilkwoot Pass, and was known as the Ragtime 
Kid. His passing brings to mind many of the ragtime kids who were 
so important to vaude in its heyday. 


when vaude got classy they copied from the concert stage and billed 
the piano players as “‘accompanist.” They often became part of the 
act and sometimes the best part of it. 

Back in the 1920’s it was estimated that one-third of all the vaude 
acts had a piano player. Many times there were so many piano acts on 
cne bill the running order obliged two to follow each other—which 
made it nice for the second piano player, as the keys were left warm 
by the first. 

Where piano players came from and where they went to no one 
knows, and many cafe less. About one in every 10 ivory-ticklers in 
vaude was a musician or an entertainer. Piano playing was their busi- 


. ‘ : * e 9 
They first ‘started as just piano 
players, then they were billed: “at the piano, Mr. So and So.” And| ] all 2 ] C 


its opening April 12. Also average 
check has been hiked by rise in 
weekend cover charges. 

Revue will tour after Loop run | 
with a whirl over the Statler hotels, 
plus the Mark Hopkins, San Fran- 
cisco; Ambassador, Los Angeles, 
Nicollet, Minneapolis and Roose- 
velt, New Orleans. 


| 
; 





| 
| 


For Family Trade. 


| 


Not Paying Off 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 





ness, and many of them became recognized composers. But most of ’em 
seemed to play by ear, and if they didn’t do that they knew “classical 


music” that sounded harsh and noisy enough to make most of the audi- | making the project take a financial 
| beating, despite the fact that it is 


ences think they could play. Many of them were tricksters, like play- 
ing with one hand, or playing standing on their heads, or playing 
“Dixie” with one hand and ‘‘Yankee Doodle” with the other, “‘simulta- | 
neously,” as they would announce it. They were an easy-going lot as a 
rule; they didn’t care if the piano was set in the woods, at the end of a 
stream or even on a street—the backdrop picture was immaterial to 
them. They could play anywhere. They were satisfied as long as the 
gallery left them alone, which was sometimes hard for the gallery to 
do when the piano player was dressed in tails or in a tux that nearly fit, 
to kinda class up the act. At New York’s Loew’s Delancey street, the 
Jefferson and the Colonial, they’d take no chances and would wear 
street clothes, which many times were just as funny. 
Some of Those Greats 

So many greats of the keyboard come to mind who brightened up 
many a vaude show and put many a singer over. Of course the orig- 
inal ragtime player was Ben Harney, although Ned Wayburn (who orig- 
inally did a piano act before he became a great dance producer) and 
a few others have claimed that distinction. And by the way, the first 
to put down ragtime on paper was Max Hoffman (husband of the great 
Gertrude Hoffman). He made the first lead sheet; before that they all 
played ad lib. Some even said it couldn’t be put down on paper. 

Mike Bernard was one of the greatest. When he was the orchestra 
at Tony Pastor’s his ragtime overtures was as much a draw as any 
headliner on the bill. And it was this same Mike Bernard who won 
the ragtime-playing contests at Tammany Hall every year. Then came 
Bert Green, who became a favorite at Pastor’s. 


play the show alone as few orchestras could, extemporizing operatic | 


variations on the pop themes of the period. Bert’s trick of playing a 


medley overture and changing keys and tempo frequently for comedy, | 50c, adult general admission is 50c | g Rosenthal. 


while the house was whistling, was originated by him while he was 
Pastor’s orchestra. He later did this trick when he and his wife, Irene 
Franklin, headlined in vaudeville. Mike Bernard left Pastor’s and be- 
came the partner of Willie Weston, then Amy Butler, Sidney Phillips, 
Belle Connolly, Jack Rose and Blossom Seeley, to mention just a few. 
He was most recently with Billy Rose, for whom he played until he 
died. 

Single women used up more piano players than anybody else. The 
piano player with a single woman was often more than just a piano 
player. He would take care of the railroad and hotel reservations, 
collected the salary, paid out the tips, took care of rehearsals and props, 
maybe brought up coffee to the lady—and many times married the gal! 

Nora Bayes had about the most piano players during her career in 
vaudeville. She had such great guys pawing the ivories for her as 
Harry Akst, Lou Alter, Gus Kleinecke and Bernard Fairfax, Seymour 
Simon, Robert Goldie, Abel Baer, George Gershwin, Ted Shapiro, Ed- 
mund Goulding (famous Hollywood director and composer), Eddie 
Weber, Leo Edwards, Dudley Wilkinson and Dave Stamper. Irene Bor- 
doni had Lou Grandi, Matty Levine, Lou Alter, Leo Edwards, Gitz 
Rice, Eddie Weber, Leon Vavarra and Melville-Ellis. Anna Chandler 
had Eddie Fitzgerald, Lester Lee, Arthur Samuels and Sydney Land- 
field (now Lanfield, Hollywood producer). Marion Harris had Billy 
Griffith, Jessie Greer, Phil Goldberg (her first husband), Lou Handman, 
J. Russell Robinson and Eddie Weber. 

Eva Tanguay started in 1896 with George M. Fenberg, who was her 
director pianist, then had Jack Stern, Charlie Seville, Alan Pardo and 
Eddie Weber, who stayed with her act as pianist, musical director and 
song writer for 10 years, a record with Eva. Sophie Tucker had 
Slim Pressler, Al Siegal, Jack Carroll and Ted Shapiro. The latter has 
been with Soph for over a quarter of a century, which makes him the 
dean of all accompanists of lady singles. 

Among the men singles Frank Fay used up plenty of ivory-ticklers 
like Harry Akst, Adam Carroll, Dave Dwyer, Clarence Gaskill and 
Gitz Rice. Harry Fox as a single and with Beatrice Curtis had Harry 
De Costa, Harry Gray, Lew Pollack, Jean Schwartz, Charlie Seville and 
Eddie Weber. 

Edwards and Weber 

Leo Edwards and Eddie Weber are about tops for the number of acts 
they played for. Leo’s list has names lixe Lillian Russell, Andrew 
Mack, George Primrose, Ralph Hertz, Clark & Bergman, Grace LaRue, 
Fanny Brice, Kitty Gordon, Orville, Harold, Marie Dressler, Cissie 
Loftus, Bunny Granville, Marie Cahill, Adelaide & Hughes, Bessie 
Wynn, Mabel McCane, Nora Bayes, John Charles Thomas, Marie Tem- 
pest and Irene Bordoni to his credit, while Weber is right up there 
with names like Eva Tanguay, Adelaide & Hughes, Harry Fox and 
Beatrice Curtis, Whiting & Burt, Marion Harris, Fanny Brice, Cameron 
Sisters, Karyl Norman, Ruth Roland, Irene Bordoni, Carter De Haven 
& Flora Parker, Nora Bayes, Cross and Dunn, John L. Fogarty, Fanny 
Ward, Ann Seymour, Frank De Voe and Estelle Taylor. 

To mention just a few of the top boys who thumped the box there 


were Harry Akst, Lou Alter, Harold Arlen, Ernie Ball, Martin Broones, | put on at the Franklin hotel by 
Neville Fleeson, Lou Handman, Halsey Mohr, Jimmy Seiger, Andy | Dorothy Franey, Gladys Lamb & 
Byrne, J. Fred Coots, Lew Pollack, Harry Richman, Adam Carroll,|Rube Yocum and MCA. 
Abel Baer, Con Conrad, Fred Clinton, Harry DeCosta, Clarence Gaskill, will handle all production details 
Jerry Jarnegan, Vincent Lopez, Joe Santley, Raymond Walker, Elmore /with Marie McClenahan (last here 
White, Harry Tighe, Willie White, Clarence Senna, Eddie Moran, Harry |as the skating lead in an MCA 


Carroll, Joe Daly, Sidney Franklin, Mel Morris, Martin Freed, Billy | 
Griffith, Arthur Johnson, Gitz Rice, Charlie Straight, Cliff Friend, Cliff | 
Hess, Jack Denny, Arthur Freed, Abner Silver, Harold Arlen, Jack 
Carroll and Al Lamb, who played for Tommy Lyman for over 20 years. 
Among the women accompanists was Emma Adelphi (now Mrs. Jack 
(Continued on page 53) 


Like Bernard he’d | 


The Chicago Fair of 1950 policy 
of catering to the family trade is 


hitting good attendance marks. 
|While this year’s bad _ business | 
won’t affect plans of making the 
Fair an annual summer event, it 
‘probably will result in a good many 
| policy changes. 
| Fair consists of series of free ex- 
hibits and seven shows for which 
admission to each is charged. With 
liquor banned from the premises, 
most income, aside from the gen- 
eral admission fees, is derived from 
the shows. The patrons aren’t buy- 
ing, though, and this is causing the 
Fair to go into the red. 

Poor business is analyzed thusly: 
Assuming that the Fair’s family 
policy is successful, a family of | 
|four—man, wife and two kids— | 








| must pay $2.00 before they can set | 


Parking is 


\foot on the grounds. 
| 


| and children’s admission is od 
| bits. With the shows all charging | 


admission, family is reluctant to go 
lin, since kiddies want their hot 
dogs and soda too, and this is go- 


ing to cost. So they see the ex- 
hibits, of which there aren’t too 
many, and decide they won’t come 
back, since they’ve seen everything 
but the paid attractions, and they’d 
have to shell out $2.00 again be- 
fore they could see any of the 
shows. 

Fair officials claim that last 
year’s Railroad Fair, which charged 
much lower admissions, is respon- 
sible for public’s reluctance to pay. 
This may be true, but it doesn’t 
change the situation any. 

Fair is already planning for next 
year, and in view of the quandary 
the family policy puts them in, 
may very well decide to go for the 
more free-spending types by put- 
ting in cafes and girlie shows. Talk 
was that Fair had planned to put 
in one semi-strip act this year, but 
idea was vetoed. At any rate, fam- 
ily policy, at present admissions, 
is considered to account for cur- 
rent deficits. 


PHILLY’S BEN FRANKLIN 
BACK TO ICE SHOWS 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 
Benjamin Franklin hotel will set | 
a series of icers during the 
| coming season in its Garden Ter- 
| race Room. The big inn had fea- 
‘tured rink entertainment almost 
| exclusively during the past eight 
|years, but switched to floor show | 
| fare at the start of the 1949-’50) 
season. 
Hitherto 








ice shows have been 


Hotel 


revue) in charge of the direction. | 


Earl Denny, the Garden Terrace | 
bandleader, is doing the _ score. 
Show goes into rehearsal on hotel 
rink Aug. 16 and is slated to debut 
Monday, Sept. 11. 





Delayed Greenlight 


on Gaming 


Has Saratoga Hotels, Bistros Wary 





Weinger, Schuyler Merge 
In Miami Copa Deal 


Miami Beach, Aug. 8. 

Murray Weinger and Ned Schuy- | 
ler will be partnered in the opera- | 
tion of Copa City and the Beach- | 
comber in forthcoming season. Both 
feel that the merger will work out 
advantageously since they'll no 
longer be competing against each 
other for top names as in previous | 
years. 

Prior to the merge Schuyler had 
played top names at the Beach- 
comber and lesser talent at the 
Five O’Clock Club. Merge does 
not include the latter. | 

Under the new setup the top 
acts that played both spots last | 
season will be channeled into the | 
Copa. Beachcomber will accent- | 
uate a girlie show policy, with) 
modest priced talent. 


Suit Vs. AGVA 
Settled by Fox 


Dave Fox’s salary claim of $1,000 
against American Guild of Variety 
Artists has been settled out of | 
court for an undisclosed sum. Fox, | 
former assistant national adminis- 
trator of the union, resigned from | 
it two years ago to enter the agen- | 
cy field. At time of resignation he 
claimed that the sum involved was 
due him for previous vacation time, 
over a period of three years, which 


he had been unable to take be- 
cause of pressure of union busi- 
ness. 

After making demands for money 
due, Fox claims that the matter 
had been shunted through the va- 
rious groups of administrators, with 
each disclaiming —responsibility. 
Fox subsequently brought suit last 
year. 








by union’s attorneys, Silverstone 





Chi’s Chez Paree Only 
Outlet for Top Acts As 
Hotel Rooms Toss Talent 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Mayfair Room in the Blackstone 
hotel, which has used top talent 
such Lena Horne, Kay Thompson, 
Carl Brisson and others is  dis- 
pensing with floor shows, due td 
inability to book such attractions 
consistently for the swank small 
room. It will revert to straight 
eatery, with dinner music. 

With the College Inn in the 
Sherman hotel also dispensing with 
acts, with a conversion to a sim- 
ilar policy, only one spot, outside 
of hotel rooms is left for top- 
drawer talent, the Chez Paree. 
However, Chez is committed to | 
about eight or 10 headliners, which 
makes any other bookings impos- 
sible although it may be that Lena 
Horne might return to the Chez. 
Palmer House also has its favorites 
and didn’t in most cases, shell out 
as liberally as the Mayfair Room. 
Edgewater Beach also can’t afford 
high-budget talent. 

There is a possibility that the 
Drake hotel, swank near north- 
side spot, might revert to name en- 
tertainment; spot which once was 
the gathering place of Chi’s early 
cafe society presented Paul White- 
man and others of like caliber. It 
now uses a small society band for 
dancing. Bismarck hotel, a family 
type location, is expanding its 
budget and will probably use some 
of the lower-bracket acts that 
formerly played the Mayfair Room. 





Stone’s London Bow 

Harvey Stone, comedian, planes 
to London on Aug. 14 to co-head- 
line with Lena Horne at the Palla- 
dium, Aug. 21. It’s his initial Lon- 
don date. There’s also a possibil- 
ity that he may play a few more 
European dates before returning to 
the U. S. 

Deal was set up by Eddie Elk- 
hort, N. Y., rep of the Leslie Grade 


| fl 


By JOE COHEN 
Saratoga Spgs., Aug. 8. 

Failure of New York State politi- 
cos to put the okay on casino op- 
eration has dampened the outlook 
on this season far more than the 
rainy weather of the first few days. 
The Senatorial investigation of 
gambling has apparently cued 
nearby Albany’s politicos to frown 
upon the greenfelts, thus reversing 
the attitude expressed the early 
part of the season when it was felt 
gaming would be wide open after 
Saratoga Springs officials gave 
their consent. 

Cafe operators and businessmen 
had been counting heavily on the 
crowds that would be attracted by 
the casinos. Without the latter, 
the monied crowds stay away and 
the vacationers coming in mainly 
for the bangtails session are care- 
ful spenders otherwise. 


Curiously enough, rain and lack 
of gambling has increased the 
track attendance and the Saratoga 
track handle during the past few 
days. It’s believed that those with 
the wherewithal are splurging 
more heavily at the track because 
that’s the major form of recreation 
here at the moment. Whether this 
condition will continue later into 
the season is problematical. It’s 
felt by many that the real money 
will stay away unless the casinos 
open at a later date. 


While the casino operations are 
dark, there’s some sneak gambling 
for those in the know. There are 
oating crap games in the resort. 
But probably the most curious fac- 
tor in the current season is the 
prevalence of open bookmaking 
even on the Spa’s main street. 
Sport-shirted gents are openly tak- 
ing bets on Broadway and take is 
regarded as fairly heavy. In addi- 
tion there are some horse parlors 
in operation, 

The outlook so far is bleak, but 
there are hopes that the casinos 
will still get the green-light. It 
would mean the financial resuscita- 


I. Robert Broder repped} tion for the season, which so far 
Fox, with AGVA’s interest handled | 


hasn’t been too startling. 
Cafes Doing Fair Biz 

The cafes are doing fairly well. 
The major business is divided be- 
tween Piping Rock and Riley’s. 
The Brook club hasn’t made too 
strong a ripple. The patronage is 
concentrated at dinner. Late busi- 
ness, except at the Rock’s bar and 
Riley’s lounge bar, is nil. The main 
rooms aren’t heavily populated for 
the main show. 


The resort cafe operators in past 
years, have sought class business 
because an influx of mass trade 
would chase the heavy spenders. 
If cafe operations suffered by that 
procedure, then the casino opera- 
tors would subsidize the main room 
concession. Without greenfelts, 
they'll have to go after all comers 
without any help from the boys in 
the back room. 


The hotels are doing moderately 
well. There are vacancies, of 
course, but registrations are still 
on a high level. Inn-keepers like 
to recall the era when reservations 
for the entire season were sold out 
in advance. Latecomers had to 
take accommodations in Albany 
and other nearby towns. There's 
no such prospect this season. 





Cleve Nitery Restoring 
Shows With Name Acts 


Cleveland, Aug. 8. 
Jan August, Mercury recording 
pianist, and singing Crosby Sisters 
are reinstalling floorshows Aug. 16 
at : the Alhambra Tavern-Club, 
which has undergone a change of 
management. 


New policy is being sparked b 
Larry Atkins, sports promoter pr 
cently appointed manager of the 
plushy intimate spot, and Merle 
Cowan, new president of syndicate 
owning it. Cowan, who also oper- 
ates the Alhambra theatre, has had 
a higher portable stage built for 
acts'and Hy Baron’s band to in- 
crease visibility. 

Team of Joey Adams, Mare 
Plant and Tony Canzoneri are set 
to top the second show following 
August’s two-week run. Operators 
of room are also negotiating for 
Gracie Barrie and other top acts 





London agency, 


for later dates, 
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Night Club Reviews 


Copacabana, N. Y. 
Ray Gilbert & Sid Miller, Betty 
Reilly, Rita & Allen Farrell, Harri- 
son & Kay, Peter Hanley, 8 Copa- 
Girls, Michael Durso and Fernando 
Alvares Orchs; staged by Douglas 

Coudy; $3 and $4.50 minimum. 


This is one of the Copa’s lesser 
efforts, due chiefly to the short- 
comings of the headlining Ray Gil- 
bert & Sid Miller. Pacing nicely, 


songalog with his “and then I 
wrote.” 

On the other hand Betty Reilly 
scales the heights with her debut 
at this plush bistro. The “Irish 
senorita,” who has been building 


in vauderies and niteries with her 


| penchant for authentic Spanish vo- 


|intimacies of cafe 


and pyramiding well unto and in-, 


cluding the fast-developing Betty 
Reilly, the finaleing two-man team 
lets it down. Booking is as much 
an injustice to them because, un- 
der other auspices, they might have 
bespoken of promise for the future. 

Ray Gilbert is a songsmith of 
distinction judging by his medley, 


chiefly items from Walt Disney 
films and inclined to a melodic 
Latinesque flavor. Sidney Miller 


has been seen in a couple or three 
films, is said to have songsmithing 
flair of his own but his accent is 
on comedy, a worthy attempt but 
more miss than hit. The stew stuff 


must suffer comparison to Jim Bar- |, 


ton, and it suffers also from a 
rather sloppy technique, just as the 
team must conjure up a Dean Mar- 
tin & Jerry Lewis analogy, if only 
because of the same geographic lo- 
cation since that team first came to 
attention at this spot. Professional 
pattern should be more grooming, 
certainly more solid comedy val- 
ues, and not relying on Gilbert’s 
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calisthenics, has developed into a 
rather distinguished comedienne. 
A blonde looker, she can stand the 
floor closeup. 
She has a canny change of pace, 
and gives instrumental zing to her 
Latin excursions via her own piano 
accompanist, Bill Russell, plus a 
bongo banger. She has new ma- 
terial that permits for a versatile 
exposition from ballad to rhythm 
to the Latinesque, interspersed 
with a touch of her trademarked 
self-guitar accomp—a good idea is 
not overdoing that, as heretofore— 


and, of course. the _ inevitable 
“Babalu” and “Cubanchero,” 
which she disked for Decca. 
Among the newies is an Irish num- 
ber and a_ saucy lyric titled 
“Begat.” 


The show in the main is a hold- 
over with its lush Billy Livingston- 
Mme. Berthe sartorial trappings un- 
der Doug Coudy’s standard style of 
staging, which means all of it is 
good. The hors d’ouvres include 
Rita & Allen Farrell’s terp special- 
ties and the holdover Harrison & 
Kay and Peter Hanley for other 
song-and-dance number - leading. 
There is apparently a new line of 


CopaGirls, all beauts, and they 
give the costuming proper ele- 
gance. Mike Durso, per usual, 


does a tiptop show and dance job; 
Fernando Alvares’ Latin band is 
excellent relief; Joe Lopez is back 
at the tape, and biz is good, every- 
thing considering. Abel. 


Riley’s, Saratoga Spgs. 
Saratoga Spgs., Aug. 6. 
Noel Sherman production with 
Lili St. Cyr, Benson & Mann, Bob 
Pastor, Harald & Lola, Lee Bartell, 
Sue & Al Lynn, 4 La Vernes, 
Grisha & Brona, Line (24), Francis 
Murphy Orch; minimum $5, 


Riley’s has taken a leaf from 
last year’s experience when a 
Harold Minsky revue hit 
grosses. This season, Noel 


top | 
Sher- | 


| 


| 


phane bathtub starts the proceed- 
ings and take-it-off and put-’em- 
back-again stanza creates sufficient 


| rises and falls in temperature to 


man, producing the show, has in-| 
stalled one of the largest cafe lines | 
in what appears to be a successful | 


bid for the wolf-trade. It’s a revue 
that recalls Mike Todd's “Peep 
Show” plus remnants of the bur- 
lesque era which flourished in the 
pre-La Guardia days. Sherman 
has concocted a fast-paced and 
entertaining layout with Lili St. 
Cyr as the major bait. 

Miss St. Cyr does one of the 
more tasteful strips that induces a 
session of orb-popping. A cello- 























Currently: Working on 
a Capitol Gains Deal 


‘CAPITOL, New York 


.Mgt.: MARK LEDDY - LEON NEWMAN 

















SONGS THAT PACK EM IW/ 


Television 
Radio 
Supper Clubs 


Recordings 


Se ele cata ben 





EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


545 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17,N. Y. 
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Latin 





| 


please the male patrons but gets 
only polite applause from 
femme-escorting gents. 


While Miss St. Cyr provides the 


the 


Cocoanut Grove, L.A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Lo: Angeles, nat i. 
Gloria DeHaven, Leighton 
Noble’s Orch (13); cover $1.50, $2. 





After a record fortnight with | 
highspot of the evening, the rest | Tony Martin, the Ambassador Ho- | 


York’s Latin Quarter, has taken 
some of the better portions of his 
Gotham displays and combined 
them into a sock unit. He’s col. 
lected a good looking set of line- 
fillies for the routinings by Donn 
Arden as well as some excellent 
acts. 


Comedy is supplied by Frank 





of the layout also gets ready mit-| tel has come up with another film Libuse, whose zany waiter act con- 


tings. The burley atmosphere is 
good fun and while there’s a low- 
comedy aura, it’s a good change 
of pace for the general run of 
patron. It’s basically a sound idea 
to offer spenders a type of enter- 
tainment not available in most 


hometowns. Bysiness here is com- | 
paratively heavy and from the in-'! 


dications of the first few 
there’s lots of repeat trade. 

Most of the show comprises 
standard acts. Benson and Mann, 
supplying the comedy, show 
considerable improvement. 
Benson has learned to use his 
comically expressive phiz to max- 
imum adventage, while Jack Mann 
has developed into an_ excellent 
straight who can throw in a comedy 
line on occasion. Their satire on 
the old vaude song and dance men 
registers and a fight bit done with 
ex-pug Bob Pastor hits a high 
degree of risibility. 

Harald and Lola hit top hands 
with their snake-dance. This bit 
has some excellently contrived 
serpentine movements and an ex- 
pressive score heightens the illu- 
sion they create, 

A session of pertness is introduc- 
ed by Sue and Al Lynn. Taps are 
well executed and general deport- 
ment is along cute lines. The Four 
La Vernes excite the customers 
with a good Apache dance. Break- 
away props and frequent mayhem 
produce both laughs and applause. 
Lee Bartell score nicely in the song 
department, and Grisha and Brona 
are effective in a brief East Indian 
dance. Latter team works in 
abbreviated costumes. 

Sherman has punctuated the 
show with some good routines, and 
has provided the fillies with nifty 
costuming. 

The adjoining Vogue Lounge is 
expected to bring as high a finan- 
cial return as the main room. 
Adrian Rollini Trio, Gloria King, 
Jeanne Burns and Kay Carroll 
provide continuous entertainment. 

Jose. 


days, 


Astor Roof. N. Y. 
(HOTEL ASTOR) 
Xavier Cugat Orch (21) with 
Abbe Lane; Alan Holmes Orch (5) 
with Marita; $1-$1.25 cover. 


It's been about a year since 
Xavier Cugat played the Astor 
Root, and a year is too long. Cugat 
brings into the room a band well- 
versed in both 
showmanship. 
anything from a mambo to a fox- 
trot, and while the emphasis, of 
course, is on Latin music, Cugat 
mixes all types. 


three times in three hours. Girl 
seems to be more of a pressagent 
than a vocalist, tablehopping even 
when the band was playing on the 


| stand. When she does appear, she 


makes a striking appearance, but 
she is on too infrequently for the 
audience to make any kind of judg- 
ment as to her singing. 


Otto Bolivar, one of the tomtom 
players, handles male Latin vocals 
nicely. Cugat uses his whole unit 
as a vocal ensemble, and effect is 
a good one. 


Cugat himself was in good form 
opening night, playing the vialin a 
bit more than usual, end display- 
ing lots of personality on the siand. 

Chan, 


Irving | 


musicianship and, 
The unit can play | 


But even for non- | 
dancers, the band is something to | 
watch, | 


. 


‘personality in Gloria DeHaven. 
| From the standpoint of both Miss 
| DeHaven and the room, the book- 
j}ing as a mistake. 


‘founds the audience prior to the 
opening of the formal display, and 
likewise a full comedic session with 
|Margot Brander during the regular 


Film singer is not yet ready for part of the floorshow hits big re- 


the chore of handling the full en- 
|tertainment spotlight in a room 
like the Grove. She. needs con- 
siderable development and good 


handling, but she looks like a fu-| 


ture possibility. Opening night, 
hampered additionally by nervous- 
ness, she didn’t show to usual ad- 
vantage. 

Miss DeHaven has a _ warm, 
throaty voice and the potentialities 
of a stylist. With more special 
material stuff, and a greater em- 
phasis on rhythm numbers which 
she can handle, the returns should 
be much better. Current turn ac- 
tually is good only for a 12-minute 
spot in a vaude bill surrounded by 
good acts, not for a class nitery. 

Backing is deftly furnished by 
Leighton Noble and his crew which 
dishes delectable dance _ stuff. 
Noble himself essays the vocals in 
an easy style, abetted occasionally 
by a trio of sidemen. Crew also 
opens the show with an okay med- 
ley of Ellingtonia. Kap. 


Piping Rock 
(SARATOGA SPRINGS, N. Y.) 
Saratoga Spgs., Aug. 6. 
Lou Walters presentation of | 
Donn Arden production with Mor- 
ton Downey, Frank Libuse & Margot 
Brander, Landre & Verna, Joy 
Skylar, Stuart Foster, Line (16); 


|turns. While some of the tonier 
patrons are surprised at this type 
of turn, the general run of cus- 
tomer is amused by the antics. 
The terp twain of Landre and 
Verna draws a full measure of ap- 
preciation. An _ excellent assort- 
ment of lifts and spins plus a nat- 
ural grace and fine floor demeanor 
wins maxtmum applause. 
Surrounding the major acts is 
the production terping of Joy 
Skylar and the good vocal assists 
by Stuart Foster. In all, a display 
for the monied elements with a 
class and mass appeal. Dance and 
show music are by Sammy Watkins 
and Jacques Renard. Lounge ene 
tertainment is by Tommy Lyman, 
Jose. 


Empire Room, Chi 
(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, Aug. 3. 
Evelyn Knight, Lew Parker, De 
Mattiazzis (2), Eileen O’Dare, Ray 





Sammy Watkins, Jacques Renard | 


Orchs; minimum $5. 


Piping Rock, as per usual, is af- 
ter the class trade with a display 
that recalls the entertainments at 
this resort during its more afflu- 
ent days. It’s undoubtedly the 
most expensive layout at the Spa, 
topped by Morton Downey, who cut 
short a European sabbatical to open 
here at the start of the racing sea- 
| son. 

Downey, of course, uses his 
|Gaelic guile to cut the sports 
| crowd down to size. His collection 
of tunes, running from pops to Hi- 


bernian cantatas, are excellently 
paced and create a variety of 
moods which bring out the ap- 


|plause. As always, he does a long 
|medley forcing the audience to 
save up its mittings into one gigan- | 
tic round at the end of his stanza. 
Tony Mastern at the guitar and 
| Jimmy Ruhl at the ivories are in 
Downey’s corner. | 

The remainder of the show con- 
tains elements of speed and varie- | 
ty. Lou Walters, operator of New' 


Sinatra, Merriel Abbott Dancers 
(6), Eddie O’Neil Orch; minimum 
$3.50; cover $1. 


For the return of Evelyn Knight, 
Merriel Abbott has packaged a fast 
moving revue around the singing 
star. Except for the chanteuse, 
ali the other acts are appearing 


(Continued on page 54) 


























Concluding 


SAVOY HOTEL 


London 
Television August 10 and Then 


Starting Tour of Midwestern 
Fairs for Barnes and Carruthers 


Mgt.: HORRABIN, Des Moines 














—_____— | 





Instrumentation is so set up 
that Cugat has what basically is an 
American-styled dance band. That | 
is, he has a six-man brass section 
(one of which is a French horn), | 
four reeds, three fiddles (including 
Cugat), and three rhythm. To these 
he’s added a marimba, accordion, 
two bongos and two maracas 
players. Last-mentioned four are 
dressed vividly in black tight pants 
and frilly white lace blouses, to 
offset neat but static costumes of 
rest of band. One of four is a 
girl, and she and the other maracas 
players are constantly in motion, 
providing incentive for the dancers 
and interest for the spectators. 

For most of his numbers, Cugat , 
blends his brasses, reeds and fid- 
dies, and fills in phrasing with ac- 
cordion, marimba and_= rhythm 
pieces. With the heavy dose of 
instruments, melody is set. 
against a sharply distinguishable | 
rhythm, be it rhumba, samba, | 
mambo, foxtrot or waltz. Wind 
and string instruments blend nice- | 
ly to fill the room with mellow 
sound. Saxes double on ¢larinet) 
and flutes for the special effects. | 

On the vocal side, Abbe Lane! 
proves a disappointment, mainly | 
because on opening night she ap-| 
peared on the bandstand perhaps 
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that strikes a new note. 
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JACK WALLACE ! 


and his 


PANTO ANTICS 


Heldover—August ?-22 


Kolies Bergeres 


Montreal, Canada 


Thanks to 


Dick Henry ® Sidney Tapley ® Roger Hetu 


". « « Jack Wallace brings a breadth of comedy and originality 
He simply convulses his audience... ." 


S$. MORGAN POWELL, 
Montreal Star. 
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SID KROFFT 


Currently: 


+ STARLIGHT ROOF 
CHASE HOTEL, ST. LOUIS 








St. Lovis Giobe—Bob Goddard 
“Special bows to Sid Krofft—as ingenious a little 
crew of masterpieces as ever came to life by way of 
string manipulation. Every movement a work of art!" 
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The Ragtime Kids 


Continued from page 51 


Norworth), who played and was the partner of Janet Adair, Billy Gla- 
son and, of course, Jack Norworth. Mildred Brown played for Rae 
Samuels and Margurite Young. Edyth Baker played for Harry Fox, 
and Hildegarde pianoed for Waite Hoyt, Mickey Cochrane, Dora Boots 
Early and the DeMarcos. 
played for Eddie Miller, Dolly Jordan had Theo Leightner play for 
her, Rae Samuels had Mildred Land and Bea Walker play for her. 
And how about those ragtime kids who hit those elephant teeth as 
singles? 


Mlle. Henritta Henri and Florence Kingsley | 


Guys like Tom Waters, Johnny Burke, Jimmy Conlin, Al | 
Trahan, Joe Towle, Eddie Lambert, Andre Renaud (played two pianos | 











Chicago 


Swiss Chalet of the Bismarck 
hotel, reopens Sept. 13... . Tito 
Guizar is set for opening bill, with 
Eddie Peabody coming in mid-No- 
vember. . . . Marvin A. Moss, 
MCA vaude booker, first Chi agent 
to rejoin the services; he goes 
back into the Navy. ... Vie Da- 
mone warbles at the Flamingo, Las 





at the same time), Violinsky, who played violin and piano, Little Jack | ¥84S; Aug. 17... . “Divena” drew 


Little, Arthur Stone and Alec Templeton (blind pianists), Harry Snod- 
grass, Vilmos Westony, Zelland Hunt (the deaf mute), Hershel Hendler, 
Eric Zardo, Jolly Wilde, Eric Zardo, Dave Apollon, Dave Schooler, 
Leon Vavarra, Zelaya, Herb Williams and Shelton Brooks, 
course, Will H. Fox, the first comedy piano act in show biz. 

Of all the accompanists there is still one going—and going strong— 
Ted Shapiro, who has rounded out a quarter of a century with the 
indestructible Sophie Tucker. I don’t blame him, I'd do it just to hear 
that gal sing “Some of These Days.” 

Which brings us back to the original “Ragtime Kid,” Hartley Claude 


and, of 


Myrick, who has gone “Upstairs.” 


on the old box while Robert Service is reciting “The Spell Of the | 
That combination is surefire any place. 


Yukon.” 














Olivia Asks | 


l 








——--—— Continued’ from page 1 


tion, for which Peter Glenville is 
mentioned as stager. 

Kermit Bloomgarden may pre- 
sent the revival. 





Deal’s Closing Remote 


Deal for Kermit Bloomgarden to 
sponsor the Broadway appearance 
of Olivia DeHavilland in “Romeo 
and Juliet” is still “in negotiation,” 
it was indicated yesterday (Tues.) 
in New York, with little prospect of 
acceptance of the actress’ terms. 

A few top legit stars, such as 
Gertrude Lawrence and Tallulah 
Bankhead, command as high as 
15° of the gross and 25% of the 


Maybe he is up there banging away 





+ 


winner of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences award for 


|, the top performance in films, play- 


ed a one-week strawhat date sev- 
eral seasons ago in “What Every 
Woman Knows,” at the Westport 
(Conn.) Country playhouse. It’s 
reported to have been her only 
legit appearance. 





Double Foreign Circus 
Act Quota in Britain 


London, Aug. 2. 
The number of foreign artists 
permitted to play in British cir- 
| cuses has almost been doubled un- 
der a new agreement between the 


| Variety Artists Federation and tlie 








profits of shows in which they ap- | Assn, of Circus Proprietors, For 


pear. 


| record biz at Dutch Mill ballroom, 
| Delevan, Wisc. 

Ralph Winder, executive ass’t at 
the Chez Paree, returns to active 
duty with the Marines; his duties 
| will be taken over by Jack Bate- 
man. ... Three Swifts set for the 
Oriental, Aug. 17. . . . Capitol the- 
atre, Manitowoc, Wise., resumes 
split-week bookings Sept. 30... . 
Georgie Moore and Ju’y Manners 
set for Vine Gardens, Aug. 11. 





Los Angeles 


| Harry the Hipster opened on in- 
| def stand at the Surf Club. ... Jon 
| and Sondra Steele due at the Com- 


| mercial hotel, Elko, Nev., Aug. 22.! signings of Betty Hutton and Car- | 


Top Talent Wil 





{ 





|... Larry Storch and June Hutton | 
| open tonight (8) at the Mocambo, | 


| Hollywood... . Charlivels and Bun- 
;ny Bishop debut tonight at the 
Shamrock hotel, Houston. ... Lou 
| Levy accompanied the Andrews 
| Saoee when they planed back 
from the east, after N. Y. Roxy 
| date, over the weekend. 


} 
| 


F&M Expand 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Fanchon and Marco are expand- 





And Katharine Cornell, as| static circuses, the proportion of ing their television stage shows to 


presenter of her own shows, gets | foreign acts permitted, has been three nights weekly at the Man- 


the producer's 50% of the net, but 
she takes only 10% of the gross as | 
star. As far as known, no one has | ; 
ever gotten 15% of the gross and! doubled to 50%. 
50° of the profits as star, particu- | 
larly for a debut appearance on erative until May, 1952. It is then 


upped from 40% to 75%, 


Broadway. 











Miss DeHavilland, a two-time either side. 
ae 


and 


HEADLINED 


at 


LOOKOUT 
HOUSE 


Covington, Kentucky 







JAY JASON 


‘The Favorite Entertainer of the Entire Mid-West’ 
BECAUSE .. . Say the Critics 


% Jay Jason is versatile and vibrent. 

® Jay Jason captivates his audiences and holds 
them with his inexhaustible supply ef sparkling 
material. 

® Jay Jason sings « great song, tells stories cleverly 
and ie en impressionist ef unusual ability. 

% Jay Jason is @ dynamic entertainer with @ persen- 
able manner ond « style ef delivery that wins his 
audiences at the start and keeps them highly en- 
tertained. 


HEY TV...HERE’S ME! 


OPENING DUNES CLUB 
Virginia Beach, August 9th 





All New Special Songs and Material 
by MAC MAURADA 














ose eee 
ones 


The new pact, inked here, is op- | 


The chester theatre, and will also open 
tent outfits have had their quota | up with shows at the Baldwin 


| house. 


F&M _ started the experiment 
\..th a Monday night show at the 


subject to three months notice by } Manchester. This is now being ex- 


| panded to Friday, 


| day and Sunday nights. Hawthorne 


| will go into the Baldwin for a one- 


night test run on Aug. 15. Friday 
and Saturday night layouts at the 
Manchester have not been set yet, 
but Dick Haynes will continue in 
the Sunday night slot. Programs 
are produced by Joe Lowe and 
David Miller. 





Fogel, Brit. Mentalist, Here 


' last 


For Govt. Duty, Seeking 
Vaude Dates in Interim 


Maurice Fogel, British mentalist 
and telepathist, now in the U. S. 
to compile data for the U. S. Gov- 
ernment, may make a few vaude 
and nitery appearances during the 
interim. Known in his own coun- 
try as “The Amazing Fogel,” he 
has been credited with, among 
other things, predicting the cur- 
rent Korean conflict months in ad- 
vance of the war. He has been 
taken under wing by Richard Him- 
ber, bandleader, who is attempting 
to line up some dates for him. 


Himber arranged a showing for 
Fogel at Loew’s Gates, Brooklyn, 
night (Tues.) for agents’ 
perusal and has also set him for 
a future date on the Ed Sullivan 
“Toast of the Town” video show. 


| As Fogel put it, he had been 
unable to take his money out of 
England and will have to earn 
some to keep him going until he 
actually gets the expected assign- 
ment from the Government. 





Joan Arnold: Replacing 


Barnum in Pitt Icer 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 


Jo’ Barnum, who has been star- | 
ring in MCA’s cafe ice unit, “Stars | 


"N’ Skates,” for the last year, is 
leaving the show at the Ankara at 
the end of this week to top a rink 
revue at the Hotel Stevens in Chi- 


Coast Vaudeo 





{ 
| 


Saturday and/remodelin 
| Sunday, with two shows on Satur- | = 


| 


cago. She’ll be replaced by June. 


Arnold, who recently folded in an- 
other icer that’s been on the road 
since early 1949. 

At the same time, Wilma Robin- 
,son will join “Stars ’N’ Skates.” 
She’s the wife of Ed Leary, fea- 
tured male skater in the show, and 
withdrew from the cast soine 


_months ago to have a baby. 


Vaude, Cafe Dates | Philly's Latin Casino Forestalls 


Shuttering by Payment of Fine 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. | 


The Pennsylvania State Liquor |, 
Control Board lifted the 45-day 
suspension against the Latin Casi- | 
no, town’s top floor show spot, in 
favor of $10-a-day cash settlement. | 
The action came three days before 
the spot was slated to shutter as 





Spark Mich. Fair 


Detroit, Aug. 8. 
Sally Rand, Jerry Colonna, John- 
ny Mack Brown, Nirska and Peg- 
Leg Bates have been added to the 
roster of stars to appear at the 
Michigan State Fair Sept. 1-10. 
Previously announced were the | 


men Miranda, who will headline 
the entertainment at the Fair. Miss 
Hutton is slated for Sept. 1-2. Miss 
Miranda will be in Sept. 3-6. 
Colonna is set for Sept. 7-10. All 
will headline two shows daily in 
the Coliseum. With each star 
there will be eight acts of vaude- | 
ville. Nirska, exotic dancer, and 
the monopede tap dancer, Peg-Leg 
Bates, will be added attractions. 
Sally Rand is scheduled for the 
entire 10 days of the show. Hers 
will be the top of the 28 side show | 
attractions. 
The grandstand show will feat- | 
ure Johnny Mack Brown as head- 
liner of the Indian Creek Rodeo. 





| 


Ft. Worth Room Reopens 
Fort Worth, Tex., Aug. 8. | 

Jose Manzanares orch, Latin- | 
American band, will open at the | 
Keystone Room of the Hote! | 
Texas, Forth Worth, on Aug. ll. | 
The room has been shuttered for | 
several weeks while undergoing | 


(11 p.m. until 2 a.m. 


sharp fire from Laurence 


the result of an assortment of vio- 
lations charged by board investi- 
gators. 


Harry Steinman, owner of the 


‘club, paid the $450 fine. Board of- 


ficials said it was the first citation 
against the Latin Casino and that 


'the eight violations named in the 


complaint were spread over a pe- 
riod of one year. The lifting of 
closing order permits the club to 


| operate, although the spot is under 


wraps for the remainder of the 
summer. The main dining room 
(450-seats) is closed and activity is 
confined to the downstairs lounge, 
where Plink, Plank and Plunk are 
the attraction, and the upstairs Nal 
Ross Room, where Broadcaster Ross 
does a disk-interview show from 
Floor shows 
will return to the Latin Casino, 
Sept. 11, with the Vagabonds and 


; Baby Rose Marie skedded for the 


reopener. 

The Liquor Board’s action drew 
H. El- 
dredge, speaking as president of 
the Pennsylvania Alcoholic Bever- 
age Study, who called the decision 


| “discouraging news to people in- 
| terested 
| dredge’s 


in law and order.” El- 

words carried extra 
weight since he was the State-ap- 
pointed investigator who recently 


probed Philly's malodorous tax 
bureau scandal. 
Eldredge charged the _ board's 


decision “gives additional encour- 
agement to licensees to violate 
liquor laws.” His blast threw cold 
water on the hopes of local nitery 
ops who foresaw a liberal trend in 
the board’s enforcement policies. 


One year ago the liquor board 
announced that it planned to drop 
the policy of cash compromises for 
club violations. In the first six 
months of 1950, however, of 303 
suspensions ordered, 145 were set- 
tled in full for cash while only 14 
were turned down completely. 
Others were settled for cash for 


part of the suspension period, 
while only 10 licenses were re- 
voked. 
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OUR THANKS TO: 
CHARLES MAPES, AND MR. SIDNEY PIERMORT. 








PERRY FRANKS 
JANYCE 





MESSRS. JOE PABER, HARRY PARNOW, 


Direction and Management: 
M.C.A, ARTISTS, LTD. 


JUST CONCLUDED 


9 Weeks Biltmore 
Bowl, Hollywood. 
Last Frontier, las 
Vegas. Mapes Ho- 
tel, Reno. Lake 


Tahoe, Nevada. 


All Return 


Engagements 
Within a Year. 
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Empire Reom, Chi 


here for the first time, with all 
registering in solid style. 
Miss Abbott borrows a routine 


from sister room, Boulevard in the 
Stevens, to frame frantic acro-spins 
that lovely Eileen O’Dare does. 
Jet propelled gal gets the show off 
in top fashion. The De Mattiazzis, 
an import, with the man seemingly 
winding life-sized dancing dolis is 
an attention holder. However, some 
of the accurate movements are lost 
to the far seatholders; an elevated 


piatform might enable viewers to 
get more of the action. After spin- 
ning the dolls through a waltz and 
some jive, with inevitable break- 
downs, femme emerges from be- 
neath the skirt of mannequin, to 
reveal herself as operato1 Duo 
had to beg-off after practically 
stopping the shov 

' Lew Parker does a difficult job 
in following the last act, but his 
chatter soon gets the diners laugh- 
ing After the quickies, he goes 
into his map routine from “U.S.A.” 


which he tops with his depictions 
of how people eat, ending in a free- 
for-all with the food flying hither 
and yon. Comic gets a hefty hand 
Miss Knight scores here, as usual, 
but makes a mistake in teeing off 
with two indistinguished tunes. It’s 
not until she hops atop the baby 
grand and gives out with “‘Septem- 
ber Song” that she starts cooking. 
She follows with another special in 
humorous vein, “I Wish I Could 


REX. 


BAER 


Currently: 


BARNES & CARRUTHERS 
FAIRS 


Direction: 
EDDIE ELKORT 
Lew & Leslie Grade, Ltd., 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, N. Y. 








ine. 




















| Grant’s Riviera 
RESTAURANT AND BAR 

| 158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
| 


WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


'* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 


| (Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie) 








| 

















= 


Understand Texas” which is 
chuckle getter. Her medley 
“You Leave Me Breathless,” 











a 
of 


“Em-! 


braceable You,” and “Fickle Eye” | 


romances the older 
room, working the 


in which she 
males in the 


tables with hand mike is potent. It | 


gets her into the bouncy side, in 
which she excells. She does a 
straight ballad, displaying her ver- 
satility, and then does a medley of 
her hit disks, ending with “Little 
Bird Told Me,” backed by the 
handclapping of orch members, for 
a graceful exit Ray Sinatra con- 
ducts her session in trim fashion. 

Eddie O’Neal has rearranged his 
orchestra which seems to give much 
more fullness to his. 13 musicians’ 


efforts. On the dance sets, maestro 
takes over piano for some neat 
88’ing and some vocals Zab 

The Frelies 
(SALISBURY BEACH, MASS.) 

Salisbury, Mass., Aug. 3. 

Billy Eckstine with Bobby Tuck- 

er, Gloria Gilbert, Sonny Richards, 
Edna & Leon. Johnny Me: Ateer 
Orch (11); admission $1, minimum 
$2. 


Denny Mulcahy of this 

1,250-seater located on 
Beach, about 45 miles 
from Hub, has gone all out in his 
quest for ‘“‘names” this season, with 
the formula clicking neatly. Lure 
of such topflight names as Sophie 
Tucker, Martha Raye and Hazel 
Scott has done much to build bistro 
into an important summer spot in 
this area. 

Current bill is headed by Billy 
Eckstine, with “Mr. B” a plenty 
potent draw hereabouts, pulling a 
near capacity crowd for his opener, 
Sun. (30) which is terrif consider- 
ing Massachusetts Blue Law pro- 
hibits Sunday dancing, customers 
can only look and listen. For his 
nightclub stint singer strays trom 
the all-bop catalog he’s done on his 
vaude appearances here, to include 
several special material numbersvs. 
In the latter category he takes a 
poke at current trend for animal 
songs, ““Wild Goose,” “Mule Train,” 
etc., while in “I Like It Here” he 
does a bit of subtle flag-waving. A 
switch of lyrics in “Ireland Must 
Be Heaven” explaining his back- 
ground, scores neatly. Guy doesn’t 
skimp when it comes to giving out 
with standards and pops associated 


Boniface 
spacious 
Salisbury 


with him, ‘“‘My Foolish Heart” and 
“My Destiny” drawing hefty ap- 
plause. Entire stint is solid with 


singer getting notable assist by his 
pianist, Bobby Tucker, aided by 
drummer and bass player from 
Johnny McAteer’s house band. 
Supporting lineup shapes okay, 
with Sonny Richards handling 
m.c. chores and grabbing share of 
yocks via a couple of zany skits. 
Gioria Gilbert turns in a nifty sesh 
of ballet spins and toe dancing for 











The te os the il 


ARGUS LOEW 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL oot OFFICES ; 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th ST., N.¥. C. © JUdson 2-2000 





J. H , LU B | N GENERAL ashen 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT sookine manacer 























ROCHELLE 





in the business.”—Daily Variety. 


NOW—Entertaining Troops 








Fa nen ent hota 


“And Rochelle and Beebe are, as always, just the best eccentric dance team 


Mgt. Al Wilson, 1501 Broadway, N.Y.C. 


JANE 


and BEEBE 











'always welcome in a smart supper 
| club, 


the offering, for 


| 


Joe Vera Orch (5); 


solid reaction. Openers, Edna and | 
Leon, European imports, set pace | 
with neat acro turn of handstands | 
and balancing. 


Johnny McAteer. orch _ back- 
grounds acts capably as well as 
dishing out solid danceable 
rhythms. Biz good. Elie. 


| 





El Cabash. K. €. 
(BELLERIVE HOTEL) 
Kansas City, August 3. 
Rudy Vallee with Clyde DuPont, 
cover $1, $1.50. 


Dinner room of the Bellerive | 
Hotel has in Rudy Vallee probably 
the biggest name since it recently 
instituted the cover charge policy. 
On the strength of the Vallee 
name, the house is doing business. 

Show biz vet that he is, Vallee 
is a sure bet to come up with a 
turn in keeping with the magnet- 
ism expected of him. While he has 
Clyde DuPont at the piano, the 
nearly 50 minutes are all virtually 
Vallee’s own. In them he offers a 
recap of the musical numbers on 
which he rode to fame, and a once- 
over-lightly of the Vallee career 
in music, radio and show biz in 
general. It’s a leisurely paced of- 
fering, but takes well.with the more 
mature crowd which frequents the 
deluxe bistros such as this, for 
they are part of the public which 
has grown up as Vallee developed 
They howl for the “Stein Song” 
and “Vagabond Lover,” and crowd 
Vallee at his own act. 


Opener is the old air theme, 
“My Time 4 Your Time,” and 
from there Vallee seques into a 


monolog combining sly and nostal- 
gic nonsense, and follows with long 
list of musical numbers and chat- 
ter. Intermixes special numbers, 
and current pops with his estab- 
lished faves — the “Whiffenpoof | 
Song,” on which he also has a 
parody on politics and pollsters: 
medley of “Vagabond Lover,” 
“Honey,” “If You Were the Only 
Girl,” “Kitty from Kansas City” 
and the “Stein Song.” He makes 
an audience-participation stunt out 
of “Alluouette,” and winds the fun 
by passing out actual samples of 
shampoo. He also offers a round 
of numbers on the sax, and closes 
with trio of vocals. 

On date here Vallee is doing two 
shows nightly, second show being 
a complete change from the early 
turn. Joe Vera orch ably backs 
musical numbers throughout 


Quin 


Flame Room, Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 
Apollon with LaVerne Gus- 
Elaine Vito and Patricia 
Jimmy Ellyn Orch (7); 
50 minimum. 


Dave 
tafson, 
W ilk es; 
$2 





shrewd showman 
and talented performer, brings 
highly pleasant floor show enter- 
tainment that seems made to order 
for this swanky bistro. It pleases 
and tickles the risibilities. 
Mainly a musical interlude which 
affords sure-fire music and song 


Dave Apollon, 


especially when given the 
| Apollon brand of class embroidery, 
good measure, also 
tosses in Pane B 40 femme beauty 
and a smattering of comedy. 

The two young instrumentalists, 
lovely LaVerne Gustafson and! 
Elaine Vito, are not only fine mu- 
| sicians, but charmers as well. The 
| vocalist, Patricia Wilkes, also has 


| good looks in addition to warbling 





| Chopin Waltz and the 


skill. All three are superbly 
gowned. Amiable Apollon strums | 
the mandolin as pleasingly as ever 
and, in order to lend a bit of 
good-natured diversity and wel- 
come pace change, punctuates the 
proceedings with occasional banter 
in his broken English and _ his 
emcee witty bon mots and restrain- 
ed clowning garner laughs. 

Gypsy music and “The Two 
Guitars” by Apollon on his man- 
dolin and with the piano and harp 
accompaniments by the Misses 
Gustafson and Vito usher in the 
musical soiree. An intriguing ar- 
rangement of “Begin the Beguin” 
has Apollon taking a brief whirl 
at the keyboard with the eye- 
arresting Miss Gustafson. There 
follows a swing arrangement of 
“Old Man River,” a dramatic vocal 
presentation of “Body and Soul,” 
a lively ‘“‘“Hoop-Dee-Doo” variance 
and, atop the piano a la Helen 
Morgan, a stirring rendition of 
“My Bill” by husky-voiced Miss 
Wilks who handles her chirping 
assignment with plenty of savvy. 
The Vito harp solo, “All the 
Things You Are,” and the Gustaf- 
son piano offering, “Malaguena,” 
score. There’s a bit of hoofing and 
story telling by Apollon before the 
group essays such classics as the 
“Second 
Hungarian Rhapsody,” the latter 
with swing trimmings. 

The Ellyn orchestra provides 
good backgrounding for Apollon 
and also supplies pleasant dance 
music, Room filled at show caught. 


| 


Rees, | 


| time, 


| instrumentally and vocally. 


| ber 


‘which also supplies the necessary 


pew] 88er replacing him when 

band showbacks. 

Before Hunter comes on, his ag- Wally Overman 
gregation offers a couple of COLORS IN RHYTHM 
bouncy tunes to set the pace. 

Among numbers done by singer- PEACOCK CLUB, JACKSONVILLE, 
pianist, in addition to those men- eaten oe a 9-15 
tioned, were “Why Was I Born,” SRaSoOmeNt 

“IT Almost Lost My Mind” and a Mea ROBERTS, chicese” 
medley of slow tunes. Hunter, in- 


| cidentally, records for M-G-M. 
Following Hunter for a lengthy 
‘and satisfying interlude is Daniels, 
|colored tenor,-who can put over a 
ne. His song styling has the au- 


Clover Club, Miami 
Miami, Aug. 6. 
Martha Stewart & Blackburn) 
Twins, Don Rice, Carlyle Dancers | 


tu 
(6) with Rudy Tronto, Woody | be oe lly lb n thy ogy Bammdhaga 
Woodbury, Tony Lopez Orch; mini- | ug- 
ha $1.56, $2. 30. Littl> Jack Littl; | menting his vocaling, Daniels 


draws a few laughs via some chit 
chat with Benny Payne, who gives 
‘him strong piano backing besides 
oceasionally joining in on the 
‘vocals. Cliff Jackson continues to 
display his piano proficiency in 
the relief spot. Gros, 


and Trio in Vagabond Room. 








Probably one of the best acts to| 
| play this mainland room in some 
the Martha Stewart-Black- 
‘burn Twins combo should be get- 
_ ting plenty of season offers follow- | 





|ing their 10-day stint here. 
On for some 40 minutes, they of- | Chez Paree. Chi 
fer musical comedy type numbers (FOLLOWUP) 


Newest addition to the current 
Chez Paree lineup is ventriloquist 
Jimmy Nelson, who offers some- 
thing of twist to the usual rela- 
tionship between master and 
dummy. In this case it’s Nelson 
himself who bears the brunt of 
the retorts, mouthed from dummy, 
Danny O'Day. 

Ventro’s humor on the 
side, with slow, subtle banter 
makes for no belly yocks at 
nitery, but plenty of titters. 
pet is of standard variety, 
emphasis on eye-work, double- 
takes, and so on, taking chorus 
midway on “The Best Things in 
Life” for neat returns. 

Clever routine is a switch 
voice-tosser smoking while the 
dummy talks. In this case, it’s 
Nelson who gabs_ while O’Day 
smokes. Another bright addition 
is Nelson’s attempt to reprimand 
O’Day with threat of replacement 
Young ventro brings on another 
puppet, Humphrey Higby, for 
voice audition, then trio team for 
finish on “Rag Mop,” with 
dummies, who _ incidentally 
excellent tone distinctions, 
with ventro also chiming 

Mel. 


solidly. 
spe- 
with 


and terping that scores 
Blackburns tee off with their 
cial on look-alikes and follow 
mirror dance. Miss Stewart fol- 
lows in solo spot to set her pert 
personality and =  zingy delivery. 
Pace builds as trio teams on the 
special numbers. The Stewart lass 
works in = style on the terps and 
business, which accents the boy- 
gets-girl idea. Only fault at pres- 
ent. and one easily remedied, is 
tendency to play up comedy a bit 
too broadly. Overall impact, how- 
ever, wins them a begoff, after two 
encores. 

Don Rice is a new face in niter- 
ies here, and with tightening of his 
fresher stuff and elimination of the 
familiars, lad should be a good bet 
for the bistro circuit. Hits with 
some incisive impreshes and _ bit 
with the orch. Special songs he 
utilizes have good ideas which 
should be developed. Withal, offed 
to good mitt. 

Dance production ideas of Car- 
lyle terpers are bizarre and color- 
ful. Two numbers to bracket pro- 
ceedings, open a bright bit which 
serves to introduce Rudy Tronto, a 
promising younster. Comes into his 
own in the closing sequence, a 
Javanese number that utilizes the | ; 
lads ballet-type talents in full| % 
measure. Tony Lopez orch back- 
grounds capably. 

Little Jack Little 
keep the little Vagabond Room 
jumping, while Woody Woodbury 
emcees smoothly for the show and | 


dry 
that 
this 
Pup- 
with 


iS 


on 


sock 
both 
sport 
dueting, 
in. 








and his trio 


takes over in the Lounge with 
planoing and songs. Considerable 
following, Lary. 





Cafe Society Downtown 
(NEW YORK) 
! (FOLLOW UP) Recstoel Representative 
With Billy Daniels holding over HESS MAYER 


and Ivory Joe Hunter and his orch 
rounding out the bill, Cafe Society 
Downtown is dishing out a neat 
entertainment session. Cafe was 
pretty well populated when caught 
Thursday (3) and should continue 
drawing healthy patronage with 
its present show, 
Hunter, colored 
88er, handles both chores in 
smooth fashion while his band 
backs capably. Hunter's offerings 
range from slow to sizzling, both 
Reper- 
toire switches from a mellow num- 
like “Need You So” to a torrid 
boogie that has bandleader pound- 
ing the keyboard. Hunter's crew, 


& The Shamrock’, Houston.Tex 




















RUBY RING 


PLAYING FAIRS 
UTAH 
MONTANA 
IDAHO 


Direction: 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
R.K.O, Bidg., New York City 
JUdson 6-3345 


vocalist and 


terp accompaniment, 
of piano, bass, drums, three sax 
and a horn. Hunter only handles 
the ivories for own stint with an- 


is comprised 
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Joan Hyldoft 


cate opening day of show 


Fanchon Marco; (1) independent; 
(S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (Ww) Warner; 
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NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 10 

Pearl Bailey 

Kirby Stone § 


Jay Marshall | 
| Billy Eckstine 


Jack Fina Ore 
Perry Franks & J 
Music Hall (1) 10 
Glenn Burriss 
George Dyer 
G & F Szony 
Jessica Haist 
Nonchalants 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Sym Ore 

Palace (R) 10 
Peggy Taylor 3 
Jerry Mann Co 
Sing Lee Sing 
Andrew Twins 
Archie Robbins 
Lois Lee 

(2 to fill 


Paramount (P) 9 
Louis Prima Ore 
Garry Morton 
Modernaires 
T & M Conine 

Roxy (I) 11 
Frances Langford 
Carol Lynne 
Skippy Baxter 
3 Bruises 
Peg Leg Bates 
Joe Jackson Jr 

Strand (W) 11 
Martez & Lucia ' 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (i) 7 
Eltham & Sharpe 
Marianne 
Margit Kollar 
Merry 3 | 
Magyar Ballet 
D & S Stephens 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 7 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Linda & Lana 
Peter Sellers 
Willy Woltard 
Virginia Lee 
Voltaire 
Arthur Worsley 
BLACKPOOL | 
Grand (1) 7 
Josef Locke 
J Radcliffe Co 
Francis & Gray 
Joan Stuart 
Annettes Ladies 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Larry Drew 
Opera House (I) 7 
Tessie O’Shea 
Nat Jackley 
Jerry Desmonde 
Terry-Thomas 
Ben Yost Guards 
5 Olanders 
Sheila Mathews 
Maureen Sims 
Tiller Girls 
Palace (i) 7 
Vera Lynn 
Fayne & Evans 
Paul & Pauline 
Paulette Coutts 
Johnson Clarke Co | 
Tower Circus (1) 11 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons | 
Roberto Chiesa Co | 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas 
Jimmy Scott 
Annettes 
Circusettes 
Balcombes 
WINTER GARDEN 
Pavilion (1) 7 
Jimmy Edwards 
Joy Nichols 
Dick Bentley | 
Costello Twins | 
Nino Wonder Dog 
St Clair & Day 
3 Bassi 
Peter Grant 
Patricia Hartley 
Bobby Beaumont 
BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (1) 7 
Billy Whitaker 
Mimi Law 
B & M Clayton 
C Fairweather 
Phil Lester 
Pat Hagen 
Sonny Hughes 
Elizabeth Parsons 
Eric Marsh 
Hi Diddle Diddle 
Debs 
Terry’s Juveniles 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 7 
Nat Mills & Bobbie 
3 Monarchs 
Maltas Dogs 
3 Jokers 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 7 
Tommy Trinder 
Barbara Perry 
Lois Green 
Hall, Norman & L 
Bentley Sis 
Virginians 
Les Marchants 
BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 7 
3 Larks Bros 
4-K Foleys 
Tony Toner 
Joyce McGrad¢? 
8 Mirth Maids 
Bert Draper 
Lew Evans 
Ronnie Smith 
George Fairhurst 
Johnnie Culshaw 
Soubrette 
Bogannys College 
Boys 
Hippodrome (S) 7 
Rose Murphy 
Steve Conway 
Max Bacon 
Jane 
Canfield Smith 
Freddie Harris & C 
Dey Dey & Dey 
Frank Marx & Iris 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 7 
Lee Lawrence 
Betty Driver 
Harold Barnes 


| Gray & Jayne 


| Rondart 


| Lesters Midgets 


| Dorothi Neal 
| Paul Newington 


|} Tommy Dee 


| Peter Cavangh 


| Cliff Sherlock 


Freddy & Paul 


, Senor Carlos 


3 Lind Bros 
Billy Vine 
Toni Harper 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 11 


Martha Stewart & 
Blackburn Twins 
Oriental (i) 10 
Pat Henning 
Chico Marx 


Yvette 
3 Sherwoods 
Carl Sands Ore 


MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 9 
Johnny Barnes 


| Shavo Sherman 


Honeydreamers 


| Jan August 


ST Louis 
St Louis (FM) 11 
Eileen Barton 
3 Honey Bros 
Bob Manning 
Guy Marks 
Kerwin Somerville 
Billy Dee 
Art Mooney Bd 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 10 
Meribeth Old 
Betty Jane Watson 
& Jerry Austin 
Ross & La Pierre 
Pierre D'Angelo & 
Ana 


Peterson Bros 
Joe Black 
Lotus & Josie 
Dennis Bros 
Raydini 
DERBY 
Grand (S$) 7 
Terry 
D & J O'Gorman 
Crastonians 
Les Symmetricals 
Les Raynor & Betty 
Billington 
Cleef & Moroney 


EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 7 
Issy Bonn 
Bonn-A-Chords 
6 Sweet Notes 
V & T Eliott 
Len Clifford & F 
Maurice & May 
Patricia & Rudy 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 7 
Tipsy & Brown | 
Henri Vadden Girls | 
Ethel Revnel 





Merry Macs 
Raymond Smith 
Robb Wilton 
Arthur Dowler 
Les Ritchie & V 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 7 
Harry Lester Co 
B & M Konyot 
4 El Granadas 





GRIMSBY 

Palace (lt) 7 | 
Rhodes & Lane 
Avril Grant 


Bon Soir Mesdames | 
KN 


Empire (S) 7 


Harry Kahne 
Edriec Connor 
Kitty Bluett 
George Doonan 
Ray Overbury & 
Susette 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Bemanda Pigeons 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 7 
Bartlett & Ross 
Douglas Harris 


LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 7 
Norman Evans 


King 


Bil & Bil 
3 Cordells 
Gray & Austin 
Maple Leaf 4 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 7 
2 Luvas 
5 Smith Bros 
Max Wall 
Terry Hall 
Pierre Bel 
MacDonald & 
Graham 
Squadronaires | 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 7 
Donald Peers 
Ethel Smith 
Nicholas Bros 
Max Bygraves 
Stump & Stumpy 
Berty Borrest 2 
Les Marchants 
Jose Moreno 
Palladium Tiller Gls 
Skyrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 7 
Dr Crock & 
Crackpots 
Leon Cortez 
La Esterella 
Mooney & King 
2 Linders 
Ravic & Rene 
Jay Palmer & D 
Palace (M) 7 
Rochester 
Gaston Palmer 
Wonder Wheelers 
Freddie Bamberger 
& Pam 
Campbell & 
Rogerson 
dacR H Watson 
Elwardos 
2 Dancettes | 
NEWCASTLE | 
Empire (M) 7 
Big Bill Campbell 





, Lance King 


Senorita Valeska 

5 Mighty Mohawks 

Sioux Dakotas 

Crosbie & Brenan 
NORWICH 

Hippodrome (i) 7 

Davy Kaye 

Hazel Wilson 

Les Shannon 

Ken Flower 


Johnnie Ramsdell 
Pat Revere 
Ken Dorvilles 
Earl & Oscar 
Maego Doherty 
Ada Hanson 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 7 
Deep River Boys 
Hope & Ray 
Billy Thorburn 
Bernard Miles 
Harry Bailey 
3 Garcias 
Shires & Tylee 
Eddie Gordon & N 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 7 
Reg Dixon 
B & A Pearson 
Roger Carne 
Allen Bros & June 
Kay Kortz & E 
Bebe & Belle 
MacKenzie Reid & 
Dorothy 
Olga Varona 
Pat Hatton & Peggy 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (I) 7 
Jimmy Gay 
Johnnie Carlton 
Margi Morris 
Eddie Stacey 
Johnnie Marsh 
Bertie Sellers 
2 Aret 
Ann Gaynor 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 7 


| Allen & Lee 


Jimmy James Co 


| Bobby Breen 


Sam Costa 
Wilson Keppel & B 
Joan Hinde 
Peggy Cavell 
Skating Meteors 
H & A Ross 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S$) 7 
Harold Berens 
Gladys Hay 
Michael Moore 
Eamonn Andrews 
Petite 4 
McMurrays 
Edward Victor 
Art Christmas & M 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 7 
Bill Waddington 
Radio Revellers 
Turner Layton 
Dorothy Ward 
Don Cummings 
Chas Warren & J 
Levanda & Van 
Forbutt 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 7 
Ossie Morris 
Dan Donovan 
Frank Davidson 
Frank James 
George Truzzi 
Ken Wilson 
Anne Adrienne 
Lyrian Singers 


| 
| 
| 


WOLVER- 
HAMPTON 
Hippodrome (1) 7 

Cecil Sheridan 

Joy Brennan | 
Mickey Reid 
Billy Miller 


| Joe O'Reilly 
| Jimmy Inglis 


Cass Keegan 


| 2 Ms 
| Irene Dickson 


| Terry O’Brien 


| Marquis 


| 


| 3 Welles 


Nemecs & Viola 
May Moxon Co 


AUSTRALIA 


ADELAIDE 
Royal (i) 14 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
Elimar 
Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 
Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Win De Jong 
June Lindgren 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Alice Bronimann | 
MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (1) 14 
Guus Brox & 
Myrna 
M & H Nesbitt 
Wally Boag 
Babs MacKinnon 
& Family 


Detroy 

Chevalier Bros 

lleana Sazova 

Rob Murray 

Eugene’s Flying 
Ballet 

Celebrity Octette 

SYDN 


Tivoli (1) 14 
Arthur Askey 
Valerie Tandy 
Roy Royston 
Gil Johnson 
Charles Norman 
Ray Johnson 
Audrey Jeans 
Charles Rolfe 
Bobby Mack 
Witma Harrison 
Frank Thring 
Ernest Maxin 
Robert Burns 
Anthea Askey 


ANADA 


MONTREAL 
Gayety (I) 9 | 
Aida | 
Leon Fields 
Verna Leeds 
Mare Ballero 
Young & Lutter 


Pat Theriault 


Del Hunter 
Will Skinner Ore 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiana 
Charlie Parker 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Coleman Hawkins 

Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Baby Hines 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 

Bop City 
Louis Jordan Ore 

Cafe Society 
Billy Daniels 
Madmoiselles 
Al Sears Ore 
Cliff. Jackson 
Joe Hunter Ore 

Copeacapans 
Betty Reilly 
Bill Russell 
Gilbert & Miller 
M Durso Ore 
R & A Farrell 
Harrison & Kay 
Peter Hanley 
F. Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Walter Dare Wahi 
Ww. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 


'Yommy King 


Harry Meehan 
Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 


El Chico 


| Rosita Rios 


Los Gitanos 


| Pilarin Tavira 
‘Sarita Herrera 


D’°Alonso Orc 
Leon & Eddie‘s 

Eddie Davis 

Nola Pardi 


| Jean March 


Wayne Thompson 


| Bourbon & Bayne 


Irma Henriquez 
Al Wallis 


| Geraldine & Joe 


Little Ciub 

Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth ave 
Paul Gavert 
Carolyn Maye 
Jimmy Lee 
Christine Barrett 
Downey & Fonville 
Hazel Webster 

Olid Roumanian 


Sadie Banks 





| cuit. 


Olive White 
Althea 
Christine Scoville 
AiverGa 
Marsha Stevens 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Orc 
Park Ave 
Scotty Graham 
Chas Stewart 
Clarice Crawford 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Orc 
Hotel Astor 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Hote! Biltmore 
Sydney Ross 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Harry Ranch Ore 
Hotel New Yorker | 
Bernie Cummins O 
Rookies 
Jean Arlen 
B. Pennington 
Arthur Johnson 
Hotel Plaza 
Bob Grant Orc 
Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
Emery Deutsch 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Teddy Powell Ore 


| Sidney Kassimir 3 


Hotel Statier 
Shep Fields Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Alan Carney 
Mons. Choppy 


| Marvellos 


Gloria Gilbert 
Ralph Young 


| Naaman Ders 


Art Waner Ore 
Penthouse 


| Paul Taubman 


Riviera 
Zero Mostel 
Jack Cole Ders 
Pat Terry 
Arden Line 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Versailles 
Bernice Parks 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barr 
Gerry Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda Wing 
4 Some 
David Blight 
Waldorf-Astorta 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Griff Williams Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk , 
“Roaring Twenties” 
Mimi Kelly 


| Joel Friend 
| Ray Hyson 


Margaret Banks 
Jesse Elliot 

Ray Arnett 

Bobo Lewis 

Bobby Barry 
Henry Brandon Orc 
. Chez Praree 


| 


| Stan Grover 


Vie Damone 
Les Charlivels 
Doran & France 
Jimmy Nelson 


D Dorben Ders 

Cee Davidson ure 

Chico Ore | 
Helstngs i 

Georgie Gobel 

Jayne Walton 


H Edgewater Beach 

Perri Stevens 

Alan Sims 

Fay & Gordon 

D Hild Ders 

Frankie Carle Ore 
Hotel Stevens 


Arnold Shoda 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
Farrar & Carter 
Douglas Duffy 
Harper Flaherty 


Skating Blvdeare 
Mary A Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Miles 
Maxwells (2) 
Frank Masters Ore 
Paimer House 
Evelyn Knight 
Lew Parker 
Eileen O’Dare 
De Mattiazzis (2) 
Abbott Dcrs 
Eddie O’Nea) Ore 
Vine Gardens 
Jan, Bart 


| tate 


‘ning and the social hall. 
| them 
| insurance.’ 
Tanner & Betty | 


'to get busy. 


_ terrible. 
/of what was probably the worst in 
| vaudeville. 


| them. 
| know the acts are being paid—that 
ithe hotel is servicing the custom- 


_successful acts broke in 
| territory. 





Bob Fitzgerald Mickey Sharp 


NBC’s ‘Million’ 


—g Continued from page 1 




















appeased, Lastfogel is said to have 
also set Danny Thomas and Spike 
Jones for the Wednesday night 
comedy session on which Durante 
will head up an hour show and ro- 
with three other star acts. 
The fourth will be Ed Wynn, un- 
less he’s reserved for the Colgate 
Sunday spread. Jones’ contract 
with MCA expired last June, and 
understood he would make a rep 
deal with whoever made a tele- 
vision deal for him. 

On Weaver's planning board for 


| the Wednesday night comedy siot 
(directly opposite Arthur Godfrey), 
| Durante would head up what NBC 
| likes to call an entertainment show. 


Closest of kin is the current vari- 


|ety type of program (Milton Berle, 
| Ed Sullivan, 


et al.). Budget for 
production and talent will crowd 
$50,000 a week, and reported that 
NBC either has or is not worried 
about sponsorship. 

Durante will not be lost entirely 
to Hollywood and pictures. He'll 
take three months off during the 
summer, which will give him am- 
ple opportunity to make one or two 
pictures. The niteries and thea- 
tres around N. Y. will get most of 


| his time away from the network. | 


He will retain his Beverly Hills 
home and perhaps make an occa- 
sional trek cross country to do 
guest shots on Hollywood-originat- 
ed radio shows. 


Borscht Belt 


am Continued from page 2 =a 
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One of 
refers to himself as ‘rain 
When it rains, and the 
guests are forced indoors, he’s got 
But otherwise, any 
daytime activity would reduce his 
‘dignity.’ 

“In addition to the acts which 
appear on the weekend, there’s at 
least one touring strawhat group 
that makes the Berkshires its cir- 
The Stanley Woolf Players 
have a repertory of about a dozen 
plays, and they do one performance 




















| a week. But the acts are the main- 


For the most part, they’re 
They are a resurgence 


stay. 


We see some of them 
on television during the week, and 


/on the weekend they perform up 


there. But the audiences like 
Maybe it’s because they 


ers. Or maybe it’s because the 

guests recognize them from tele- 

vision. But they go over big. 
Still a Testing Ground 


“It’s still a testing ground for 
acts. And the kids are probably 
inspired by the fact that so many 
in that 
They’re still talking 
about Max Liebman’s highly suc- 
cessful jump from producer at 
Camp Tamiment and Green Man- 
sions to one of the top TV _ pro- 
ducers. And the Berkshire Coun- 
try Club is proud of the fact that 


| Jules Munshin was a social direc- 


tor there and that it fired Moss 
Hart after.one week for being too 
dirty. 

“Anyway, it’s still one of the 
best spots to get training for nit- 
ery and vaude acts, and to test 


| and prepare new material.” 


Probably the biggest disappoint- 
ment Kober met on his tour was 
at Camp Copake, in Connecticut, 
the scene of the original ‘Having 
Wonderful Time.” The clientele 
has changed completely—from the 
young kids coming up for a wild 
time to a middle-aged family 
crowd. The camp now has a day- 
camp for children with governesses 
and all. “It was a great disap- 
pointment to see the lake—where 
ali the activity centered during the 
day and even at night, with fellows 
taking their girls out in a boat or 


'canoe—completely deserted. Ev- 
| eryone was out on the golf course, 


and with the lake desolate, there 
didn’t seem to be any life to the 
place at all.” 


In other spots, though, the young 


notes. “I visited Camp Blank, 
and I couldn’t get any sleep. There 
was noise and shouting as late,as 
2 a.m. I asked the owner about it, 
and he explained that Camp Blank 
was one of the few places that 
didn’t have a liquor license. The 
kids brought their own, and drank 
in their cabins. One night the 





_, owner couldn’t get any sléep and 


walked over to where the noise 
was and found his night watchman. 
‘This is terrible,’ he said. ‘Can't 
you stop it? What have you been 
doing about it?’ he asked the 
watchman. ‘I’ve made sure not to 
Stay up at 2 a.m.’ was the reply.” 

Kober has noted a few other 
changes. Couple of the biggest ac- 
tivities up in the circuit are taking 
rhumba lessons and square danc- 
ing. Lessons come during the day- 
time, and actual practice at night. 

One other thing is new. The 
camps have set up adjoining bunga- 
low colonies, which they rent by 
the season. Habitants do their own 
cooking and supply their own linen, 
but can participate in all camp ac- 
| tivities and make use of all facili- 
ties. 











Korea No K.0. 
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royalty. and _ fashion 
ladies. 

Fath named it a “Ladylike” col- | 
lection. All his girls are pale and 
dignified this year. Tight fitting 
dresses with low flares, fur trim- 
mings, muffs and embroideries are 
reminiscent of Tolstoy’s ‘Anna 
Karenina.” Sumptuous fabrics star 
in all collections. 

Pierre Balmain was inspired by 
Asia. He shows new “panty skirts”, 
tunics, Gengis Khan coats, sheared 
lamb linings in bright green or red. | 
He attached bunches of flowers to 
gloves and uses them as “corsage | 
bouquets”. Norma Shearer, Irene 
Dunne, Maria Montez, Simone 
Simon, Al Capp and his wife were 
his faithful supporters. (Capp will 
use Paris-inspired fashions for his 
comic strips). 

Magazines are photographing ex- 
hausted mannequins all over the 
Streets of Paris, almost stopping 
the traffic (as publication date for 
photos and sketches is advanced 
this year. Buyers and manufac- 
turers are being entertained daily 
by the French Foreign Affairs, by 
‘couturiers or magazines on boats 
on the Seine or in chateaux. Lex | 
Barker (the 10th to play Tarzan), 
here in Paris from Africa, for a} 
day’s shooting of the new Tarzan 
picture, was the star guest of a 
fashion party given by Mademoi- | 
selle magazine for U.S. manufac- 
turers and retailers. (Chaperone- 
producer Sol Lesser kept a vigi- 
lant eye on him). And now all are | 
busy preparing their costumes and 


Hollywood 


their legs for the Square Dance 
party Fath is giving in his newly 


_ decorated historic chateau. 
These Paris fashion jaunts are 
not restful! 


Pix Biz Spurts 


Continued from page 1 =——— 


most when biz went sour. South 
continued comparatively good dur-. 
ing the past several years. At least 
qpart of the reason for that, distribs 
figure, is that it is least saturated 
by TV. 

Broadway has felt the upswing 
along with the rest of the country 
during the past five weeks. Pix 
are opening better and playing 
longer. 

How severe a drain on the b.o. 
is being made by video continues 
subject to debate. Most theatre 
execs feel, however, that competi- 
tion of other forms of summer 
amusement are having a consider- 
ably more serious effect than TV. 
They point out that in some me- 
dium-sized towns there are as 
many as 15 other forms of enter- 
tainment and sport for the public 
to choose from. These include 
roller derbies, harness racing, dog 
racing, night baseball, ete. While 
each may draw only a few thousand 
customers, the aggregate is a con- 
ee drain on the film poten- 
tial. 

Cooler and rainier weather this 
summer than last is certainly some | 
factor in the improvement in biz. 
It was best evidenced this past 
weekend in the New York metro-| 
politan area, when chill breezes 
drove thousands of people into 
_ theatres rather than to beaches) 
j}and sports events, giving the, 
houses their best Saturday-Sunday 














Billy Chandler Ore | Crowds are still wild as ever, Kober of the summer. 


where they have a young crowd, | 


and morning serenades. 


one huge 





Salzburg Festival 


Continued from page 2 





|to go, he might have gotten in the 
| Mozart groove. As it was, audi- 
ence gave him and the singers rea- 
sonable, but not an exceptional 
| number of bows. Showgoers com- 
| prised a motley crowd, a lot dif- 


‘ferent from prewar Salzburg’s 
|wealthy international arty set. 
Dress ranging from white tie and 
tails to open throated sport shirts 
and the local lederhosen. Ladies 
dress ranged from Paris and New 
York evening creations to dirndls. 
This year’s dramatic highspot is 
a revival of Ferdinand Raimund’s 
“The Spendthrift,” put together by 
Austro-American director Ernst 
Lothar. Cast contains many names 
big in this part of the world, with 
Oscar Karlweis and Adrienne Gess- 
ner (Mrs. Lothar) the only people 
known in the U. S. Play is a mu- 
seum piece which should remain 
under glass. An immensely com- 
plex, moralistic text, studded with 
sideplots, would be a task to fol- 
low even in a viewer’s native Ian- 
guage. Delightful individual mo- 
ments by Inge Konradi and Miss 
Gessner, magnificent as an aged- 
witch type, help. Karlweis had lit- 
tle chance with stilted and unfunny 
material. Hans Jaray, in the title 
role, delivered a typically affected 
performance. Tilly Losch chore- 
ography and ponderous settings by 
Clemens Holzmeister combined 
some of the worst features of Earl 
Carroll. and Walt Disney with to- 
tally negative results. Shows lit- 
tle likelihood of paying off. “Spend- 
thrift”? is another example of the 
tendency, where theatres are state- 
supported, to play what the direc- 
tors think the buble ought to see—- 
not what the playgoers want. 
‘Everyman’ Clicks Again 
Third big opening was the tra- 
ditional “Everyman,” staged as 
Reinhardt did it in the open air. 
This is the only Festival feature 


'that has been presented every year 


since inception (with the exception 
of when the Nazis banned it). It 
is also the only individual attrac- 
tion to pay for itself since a stand- 
ard tourist number whose allegori- 
cal action requires little language 
knowledge to enjoy. The Festival 
program, lasting well until Aug. 31 
(includes “Fidelio,” Blacher’s ‘‘Ro- 
meo and Juliet,” Britten’s “Rape 
of Lucrece,” Mozart’s “Magic 
Flute” and “Capriccio” in the 
opera repertory. 

On the music sked are a series 
of orchestra concerts by Vienna 
Philharmonic, a Yehudi Menuhin 
recital, also church musie concerts 
An addi- 
tional entry is Shakespeare's 
“Twelfth Night.” 


The whole artistic program is 
secondary to Salzburg itself as a 
sumfMmer meeting place. Many of 
old time gathering places, includ- 
ing Cafe Tomaselli, Cafe Bazar, 
and the gambling casino are again 
flourishing. Only missing spot is 
the big Mirabell, still used as a 
U. S. Army club. The town’s big 
GI population mostly ignores the 
Festival while beefing considerably 
over conversion of all Salzburg into 
( tourist deadfall with 
prices jacked up to take fullest 
advantage of the ore month’s bon- 
anza. Town father’s consciousness 
of this is shown in their ordering 
a Hungarian DPs kosher restaurant 
out of quarters in Festspielhaus cel- 
lar and cancelling Rebernige’s cir- 
cus license when Jatter’s run began 
to overlap the Festspiel. 


—ae 


Major’s Cutback 
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E. X. Callahan, is in line with the 
stated intentions of 20th prexy 
Spyros P. Skouras and production 
veepee Darryl F. Zanuck to boost 
production now that the market 
requires more films. Callahan’s 
announcement, made at a regional 
sales meet in New Haven, supple- 
mented previously-announced plans 
of sales veepee Andy W. Smith, 
Jr., at a central division meet in 
Chicago last week. 

According to the 20th sales exec, 
the 36 pictures will be either com- 
pleted, in the editing process or 
before the camers by Noy. 15. 
Entire slate is scheduled to be in 
the cans by Jan. 15. Schedule in- 
cludes 12 films in Technicolor, as 
well as six musicals and six major 


films lensed in actual locales where 
their-stories take« place. . 
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Cepitol, N. Y. 

Jack Fina Orch (16) with Ted} 
Nichols; Perry Franks & Janyce, | 
Jay Marshall, Pearl Bailey, Kirby | 
Stone Quintet; “A Lady Without | 
Passport” (M-G), 


reviewed im 
Variety July 19 °50. 

Current bill is one of the best 
here in recent weeks. Swiftly and 
evenly paced, there are few lags. 
One minor objection is slotting ot 
headliner Pearl Bailey in the No. 3 
position, preceding the Kirby 
Stone Quintet. Stone group Is in 
the unfortunate position oi being 
almost anti-climactic after 20 solid 
minutes of entertainment by Miss 
Bailey. 

sill opens with young Ted 
Nichols, Jack Fina’s vocalist, sing- 
ing ‘‘There’s No Tomorrow. 
Singer has a good voice that 
needs a little more training and 
maturity. He’s foilowed by Perry 
Franks & Janyce. Individually, 
two are just over age hooters, but 
good routines and smart drilling 
make them a flashy team. Frank's 
solo tap shows plenty of flash and 
spirit but lacks imagination. But 
together they garner solid ap- 
plause, especially on a well-drilled 
cakewalk, for closer. 

Fina then is featured on hi 
two showcase numbers, “Warsaw 
Concerto” and “Bumble Boogie.” 
Piano work is excellent, and band 
backs well. 

Marshall has a fresh 
wins his audience 

Does a quick magic 
a bit on various types 
of salutes which is funny. His 
takeoff on a British magician 
demonstrating the varied uses of a 
multicolored piece of paper is 
solid, Closes by forming a pair of 
white gloves into shape of a rab- 
bit’s head and manipulating his 
thumb to give a dummy effect to 
the ventro turn. Material is famil- 
iar. but his manipulation gets 
solid response. , @ 
minute of the 20 Miss 
Bley is on is full of laughs. Her 
exoressive voice, her dry com- 
ments in her songs, and her chat- 
ter between numhers has the audi- 
ence yocking from beginning to 
ed. A lazy dance bit is solid, as 1s 
her interpretations of ‘Frankie 
and Johnny” and “Tired.” Had to 
beg off. 

Stone group is good vocally and 
engages in its slapstick clowning 
in so good a humor it’s hard not 
to appreciate them. They present a 
couple of hilarious imitations ol 
the Sammy Kaye and Kay Kyser 
bands, and Stone and Coweyes, the 
gax player, do fine vocal carbons 
of Louis Armstrong and Louis 
Jordan. Coweyes does a neat danc- 
ing takeoff of Jordan too. They'd 
be a fine closing act if not for the 
fact that Miss Bailey preceded 
them. Chan. 


Strand. N. Y. 
Florian Zabach Orch (14), Tont 
Harper, Billy Vine, 3 Lind Bros., 
Martez & Lucia, “Kiss Tomorrow 
Goodbye” (WB), reviewed 
VaniEetTy, Aug. 2, '50. 
Current Strand show doesn't 
have to fracture the budget tor 
b.o. power. That’s provided by the 


S 


deliv- 


Jay 
im- 


ery which 
mediately. 
turn, then 


Every 


accomping James Cagney pic. But | 


the stage layout, nonetheless, is 
packed with enough variety and 
pace for a satisfying, if not stand- 
out entertainment package. 

Billy Vine, 
juve songstress Toni Harper, has a 
spotty comedy turn which, how- 
ever, manages to register strongly 
with the type of customers the 
Cagney film is attracting. Vine has 
a smooth delivery but his act is 
marred by an_ undiscriminating 
taste and overlong bits. He scores 
best with his impression of Zero 
Mostel and then slides somewhat 
with a courtroom sketch (with 
tooge) and an alcoholic version of 
‘That Old Gang of Mine.” Court- 
room bit, with Vine slapping 

round the stooge, fetches some 
Caghe but lacks the inventiveness 
to warrant its length. The drunk 


impersonation would be twice as 


good if one-half as long. | 
Miss Harper once again shows 
her precocious talents on a flock 


tunes. A natural rhythm vocal- | 


st, the youngster neatly handles 


such novelties as “Three Bears,” | 


“Candy Store Blues” and a carbon 
of Ella Fitzgerald doing some bop 
choruses on “Lady Be Good.” Orch 
must be cautioned against those 
upbeat passages which frequently 
drown out the kid’s low-pitched 
singing. Closes with a fair hoofing 
stint, which, despite showing off 
her versatility, doesn’t mean much. 
She should keep the hoofing under 
wraps until she comes up with a 
more effective routine. 7 
Lind Bros, are a_ well-trained 
trio with a considerable layer of 
schmaltz over their vocals. Combo 
is best on the harmonizing num- 
bers, such as “Hoop-Dee-Doo,” 
which they handle with zest. 
Whether they’re correct in using 
the traditional Hebrew song, “Eili, 


un 


co-headlining with. 


Eili” in this house, is dubious, es- | 
pecially in view of the class of pa-| 


trons. 

As the opener, Martez and Lu- 
cia ‘have a good acrobatic turn. 
Routine comprises standard end- 
on-end balancing, tumbles and 
flips but gains distinction by play- 
ing on a Latin tempo. Trim-looking 
duo rates well. 

Florian Zabach is a _ holdover 
from the previous bill and scores 
once again with his intricate fid- 
dling and_  string-plucking  tech- 
niques, as well as emceeing in a 
pleasing manner. Herm. 


Palace, N. Y. 

The Roulettes (3), Billy Ro- 
mano, Lyllette. Mack, Russ & 
Owen, Lee Sullivan, Evelyn Farney 
& Morrison Dancers (6), Steve 
Evans, Kim Yen Soo & Co. (4), 
Don Albert’s House Orch; “Great 
Jewel Robber” (WB), reviewed in 
VARIETY , June 14, ’50. 

Current Palace layout accen- 
tuates sight and novelty acts and, 
although without anything par- 
ticularly socky, it shapes up as an 
entertaining stanza. Novelty angle 
is undoutedly employed by booker 
Danny Friendly to snare family 
groups and juve trade, of which 
it has lately been getting plenty. 

The Roulettes pace show with 
lively roller-skating routines, 
wherin the male duo combine with 
femme partner for nifty whirls and 
spins and other slick maneuvers to 
garner nice reception. Billy Ro- 
mano follows with his standard act 
of fashioning varied animals from 
toy balloons and passing them out 
to audience. Both kids and elders 
go for his stint. Lyllette, sepia 
pianiste, gets over in her session 
of clever keyboarding, with “St, 
Louis Blues” and duet on “Cocktails 
for Two” and “Under My Skin” 
as counter melody winning a good 
palm. Russ, Mack and Owen score, 
as usual, with their knockabout 
comedy and acro work, with lower- 
case member of trio playing up 
comedics but all three doing some 
legit stunts along the way. Off 
to nice returns. 

Lee Sullivan tenors his way to 
pleasant reception in his song ses- 
| sion, with repises of “Brigadoon” 
tunes and “Irish Lullaby” his best 
applause-getters. Steve Evans 
| clicks in comedy slot with apings 
of various audience characters and 
tops this with his now familiar 
Polish drunk bit to keep ‘em 
laughing and applauding. Evelyn 
Farney, backed by the Morrison 
Dancers, offers a flashy dance in- 
| terlude. (New Acts). Kim Yen Soo, 
Chinese magico-illusionist, closes 
with some neat bafflers. Supported 
by two gals and man, the vet 
magico starts off with usual line 
of tricks and then segues into some 
levitation slunts in which he makes 
the gals appear out of nowhere 
;and disappear likewise. Rounds 
‘out with his trunk escape for good 
returns. Don Albert’s house orch 
backgrounds acts neatly. Edba. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 3. 
Yvette, 3 Sherwoods, Paul Gray, 
‘Chico Marx, Carl Sands Orch; 
“Three Little Words” (M-G). 





Trimmed a bit here and there, 
| which is necessary due to over- 
lengthy pic, layout stacks up as 
fine fare. Otherwise, the extra 
| numbers that each act does, creates 
a lag. 

Three Sherwoods get the audi- 
ence in proper frame of mind with 
some slick acro work with lithe 
femme doing some heavy under- 
stander work. Closer of three high 
walk-off might be better with top- 
high fall and roll-off, but group 
gets brisk hand. Yvette, sexy 
blonde. does well with 
Care If The Sun Don’t Shine,” but 
| it’s the more dramatic tune, first 
in English and then in French, 
| “La Vie En Rose” that scores best. 
| Special arrangement of “Dearie” 
| gets some laughs with takeoffs of 
Caruso, Lauder and Cohan. She 
| scores again with another torchy 
number for solid applause. 

Paul Gray, comedian, has seem- 
ingly new material. His fresh, 
droll approach in the quickie de- 
partment gets constant chuckles 
| but the rib-tickling laughs break 
out with his hilarious carbon of 
the Ink Spots. However, he tops 
| it with a Nelson Eddy-Jeanette 
MacDonald baritone-falsetto duet, 
done in fast switching tempo. 


Chico Marx, in his film getup, 
registers with some corny gags 
before going into his piano bits, 
However, staging is bad with the 
piano upstage and off to one corner 
with much of the audience being 
unable to watch the unusual key- 
board fingering. With odds and 


the Barrel,” he gags in a relaxed 
mood. Does a racing duet with 
orch violinist on “Gypsy Love 
Song.” Then “Mexican Hat Song” 
for strong finale, Carl Sands band 
does a neat job of backgrounding 
acts. Zabe. 





'Keeley Smith, 


“IT Don’t. 


ends of “Chopsticks” and “Roll Out | 


Paramount. N. Y. 
Louis Prima Orch (13) with) 
The Modernaires 
(5), Gary Morton, Tommy & Mar- 
got Conine; “My Friend Irma Goes 
West” (Par), reviewed in VARIETY, 
May 31, '50. 


Current bill at the Paramount 
plays at a snappy pace, sparked by 
Louis Prima and his crew, but the 
layout is slightly overboard in com- 
edy turns having too similar ma- 
terial. Fault is even more accented 
with the accompanying pic’s stars, 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
doing some of the same impersona- 
tions as performed on the stage. 
That’s poor balance. And how 
about a moratorium on Peter 
Lorre impressions for a change of 
pace? 

Always more than a background 
band, Primag@ crew carries the 
main burden of the show with some 
sharp music and nifty comedics by 
the bandleader. Prima, with his 
hot. vocal style, delivers a fine vo- 
cal on “Buona Sera,” then hashes 
it up with some of his mugging and 
hokey hoofing. Goodlooking Keeley 
Smith neatly handles “St. Louis 
Blues” and “Embraceable You” as 
band vocalist. Prima slips somewhat 
in his final “revivalist” number 
which frequently fell flat and, in 
view of the Jehovah's Witness con- 
gregation in New York, may be con- 
sidered in bad taste. 

The Modernaires, comprising 
Paula Kelly and four males, are 
another sock turn. Quintet works 
through their standard comedy-vo- 
cal routine with split-second timing 
for solid audience payoff. Team is 
most effective with its noveity num- 
bers including a “Hollywood 
Party” routine with a _ series of 
celeb carbons by Allan Copeland. 
Close strongly with a gagged-up 
commercial for Campbell Soup 
(bankrollers of the combo’s “Club 
15” airer) which was certainly kid- 
ding on the square. 

Gary Morton, in a return book- 
ing here, dishes up a familiar band 
of comedy in competent style. Com- 
ic has some good original material, 
but for most part, his stuff has been 
around in other, and more skilfull 
hands. Morton seemingly repeats 
the inevitable Lorre impersonation 
among others. Comedic values are 
thinned out by the overlapping bits 
done onstage by Morton and the 
Modernaires, and in the film by 
Lewis. 

Tommy and Margot Conine, as 
opening turn, have a classy hoofing 
style but routine lacks sufficient 
variety as yet to garner maximum 
results. Male partner’s solo stint, 
in particular, is stretched way too 
long for the actual terping con- 
tent. Tightening up of this act 
will help its impact. Herm. 


Casino. Torento 
Toronto, Aug. 8 
Leo de Lyon, Bob Dupont, Ken 
Whitmer, Richard Cannon, Bob 
Goodman, Margaret Freckleton, 
Mimo Ehala, Charles Gregory Girls | 
(18), Archie Stone House Orch; | 
“Customs Agent” (Col). 


| 
V current 
package but it’s neat routine sum- 


Nothing whammo on 
mer fare. Leo de Lyon is the 
marquee lure and pleases with his 
pianistics and virtuoso imitations | 
of top-name male singers, plus his 
trick tenor and adenoidal bass for 
his voice-changes in operatic bur- 
lesques; but he stayed on too long 
when caught. 

Rousing opening in full-stage 
has the line on in ginghams be- 
fore a small-town background for 
the “Picnic Song” and 
with a neat checkered-tablecloth 
drill, with Bob Goodman and Mar- 
jorie Freckleton on for the com- 
mendable song duet finish. Bob 
Dupont offers some clever jug- 
gling of tennis balls and tambou- 
rines; Ken Whitmer with okay 
straight violin playing and then 
‘instrumental effects 
sax, trombone and clarinet, to nice 
returns. Richard Cannon, another 
trick tenor, whose presence on the 
same bill with de Lyon is unwise 
in lack of contrast, gets over nicely 
‘on his sotto voce top notes or al- 
ternate dramatic fortissimo finales. 

Finale has the line girls back 
in pink and mauve garden dresses 
and picture hats for neat routine 
to “Alice Blue Gown,” with Mimo 
Ehala on for a_ graceful waltz- 
acrobatic specialty. McStay. 


Roxy. N. Y. 

Gae Foster Roxyettes, H. Leo- 
pold Spitalny’s Choral Ensemble, 
Roxy Skating Blades and Belles, 3 
Bruises, Carol Lynne, Skippy Bax- 
ter, Joe Jackson, Jr., Peg-Leg 
Bates, Frances Langford; “Panic in 
the Streets” (20th), reviewed in 
VARIETY, June 14, ’50. 

For sheer variation there is 
hardly any complaint on the cur- 
rent show, which is, as usual, neat- 
ly staged and lighted. Frances 
Langford is the headliner, and 
, Closer, while the iceshow diver- 
| tissement is a nifty pace-changer. 
| Lesser performers garner the 


closing | 


of trumpet, | 


gested a 100 top. 


| spotlight on their entertainment | 


value, and namely among these is 
Joe Jackson, Jr., with his still- 
smash tramp bike act; Peg-Leg | 
Bates, the colored monopede 
hoofer, and Skippy Baxter, skating 


_ virtuoso. | 


Miss Langford, niftily gowned 
and coiffed, seemed to be pressing 
when caught, being most effective | 
with the Cole Porter “Night and 
Day,” in which she is background- 
ed by the ensemble and some nifty | 
lighting effects. 

Bates gets plenty of audience 
response from his one-legged taps, 
afid none of it of the sympathy, 
vein. He doesn't need it. How- 
ever, it’s about time he cut that 
overdone talk about his disability. 

Joe Jackson, Jr., with that great 
sense of pantomime which he 
inherited from his father, who did 
the same act, overdoes that panto, 
but by and large his fol-de-rol with 
the bike, et al., is a smash laugh- 
getter. 

In the ice portion of the show, 
Skippy Baxter lends grace and 
style to his gliding, exciting big 
applause. Carol Lynne is technical- 
ly a good skater but fails to pro- 
ject. The 3 Bruises, longtime 
standbys at the nearby Center the- 
atre iceshows, go through their 
standard roughouse routine’ as 
charwomen with their pails and 
mops, getting laughs. They could 
change their act by now. 

Costuming rates a special com- 
mendation on the overall show. 

Kahn. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Aug. 6. 
Boylan & King, 
Church & Hale, Wally Ov an, 
The Carlsons, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “This Side of the Law.” 


Jerry Colonna, 


of talents on this 
is solid all the way, 
with topliner Jerry Colonna a 
natural. The mustachioed comic 
offers up little that is new, but 
clowning and warbling hit the ap- 
plause meter all the way. Affable, 
easy approach is an added asset in 
keeping ’em happy. 

Teeoff spot has fast tapstering of 
Georgie Church and Marilyn Hale. 
Good-looking pair project in show- 
manly fashion to zingy reception. 

Boylan and King are another 
boy-girl team click. Not the type 
of act too often seen here, their vo- 
caliststics win plaudits for them 
from opening number. Feature. 
musicomedy and operetta stuff that 
is brilliantly arranged. Had them 
all the way. 

Cartooning stint, lined with com- 
edy patter, of Wally Overman goes 
over okay, as does the acro-balanc- 
ing stint of the Carlsons. Les 
Rhode house orch handles back- 
groundings smoothly. Lary. 


Blending 
week’s bill 


Sieel Pier. A. «,. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 3. 
Carroll, Art Matthews, 
Amadis Troupe, Roxyettes (18), 


Johnny O'Connell House Orch; 
“Iroquois Trail” (UA), 


Jean 


Comedienne Jean Carroll head- 
lines and cops top honors of Steel 
Pier’s vaude bill. Her rapid patter 
and slick comedics click all the 
way. 

Amadis troupe, Danish teeter- 
board acros, are also solid in their 
fast routine. 

Show opens with Art Matthews, 
emcee, bringing on the Roxyettes in 
first of three neat production num- 
bers, best being a Hawaiian routine. 

Matthews, in addition to emcee- 
ing, does neatly in own song ses- 
sion with “Donkey Serenade” and 
“Some Enchanted Evening” his 
best applause-getters. 

Miss Carroll is sock all the way. 
She does a fine timing job on her 
fast patter. Recalled for three 
encores she begs off after her horse 
race bit and singing “Its Never too 
Late.” Walk. 











Aid to Spain 





Continued from page — 








producers, who peddle them to 
Americans as a means of getting 


| coin to help finance their pictures, 


This has led to a black market and 
tremendous — abuses. McCarthy 
proposal is for the government to 
issue the licenses to American dis- 
tribs directly for payment of per- 
haps 250,000 pesetas (9,500 at the 
official rate of 26 to the dollar. 
although the black market rate 
runs up to 60 to the dollar). 
McCarthy is also seeking an un- 
limited. ceiling on the number of 
permits. Spanish government his 
called that impossible, and has sug- 
There are now 
about 50 to 60 pix being imported 
annually from the U. S 


\ 


' usual 





New Aets 


STAN NELSON TRIO 
Music, Comedy 
28 Mins. 
Eddy’s, Kansas City 

Until recently the three Nelsons 
were a musical unit ror lounges 
and cocktail bars. Now they have 











‘branched out as a floor act, led 


by Stan at the piano, with wife 
Jean on the string bass and vibes, 
and brother Win on reeds. Evi- 
dently they have made the jump 
for good. 


In the switch trio has become 
essentially a comedy turn, al- 
though fun springs basically from 
music in their unusual arrange- 
ments and the clowning around 
with their instruments—on all of 
which all three take turns and 
keep a drum going pretty regular- 
ly, too. Standing at the piano, 
Stan emcees the works and tosses 
in zanyisms and comedy chatter, 
All three score nicely on person- 
ality, making the fun infectious 
with their light-hearted, jolly man- 
ner. They're good at takeoffs on 
yop tunes and old faves, satirizing 
imitations or just hooping it up 
on a rhythm tune. 

During stay here turn is doing 
its part to uphold run of healthy 
biz Eddy’s downtown spot has en- 
joyed lately, the proof of the pud 
ding. Act is first rate, but can 
improve with some attention to 
routining. They're oke for clubs 
and hotels. Quin. 


EVELYN FARNEY & MORRISON 

DANCERS (6) 

Dance 
8 Mins.; Full 
Palace, N.Y. 

Evelyn Farney, who has been 
around previously as a solo hoofer, 
has given her turn a production 
buildup via the Morrison Dancers. 
Latter are a youthful sextet, com- 
prising three lads and three gals, 
who background Miss Farney's 
solos with ballet interps, and all 
come off in top style. 

Miss Farney socks over a neat 
rhythm number and a tap strut to 
“Darktown Strutters Ball” with 
expert backing by her ensemble. 
Act has flash and class that should 
set it nicely for vauders and smart 
cafes. Edba. 





| War Scare 


———ume Continued from page 2 











terior shots for “Dangerous Cor- 
ner.”” Another English company is 
winding up “Rendezvous at Can- 
nes.” 


Paris Tourism Below 1949 
Paris, Aug. 8. 

Paris biz and weather is not so 
hot. Latter is turning cold and 
wet, and there is a cloud hanging 
over what was expected to be the 
biggest tourist season ever. AS 
the Office du Tourisme is 
giving out figures meant to justify 
its existence. The claim that there 
have been twice as many dollars 
changed here for the first half of 
1950 ($8,500,000) than for the same 
period in 1949, ($4,600,000) is fal- 
lacious. The change in the franc 
from 450 to 350 to the dollar meant 
that tourists, who last year were 
changing their money’ through 
blackteers, are just not bothering 
with it this year. 

While smaller hotels in Paris 
who cater to tourists groups and 
American residents show less than 
10°® cancellations, this figure is 
doubled for the deluxers. 


Ot course, Paris at this time of 
the year is expected to have be- 
come a turntable for the Riviera 
and the various spas, such as Biar- 
ritz, Deauvili and others. But such 
is not the case. Only about 30°o 
of the Riviera better class rooms 
are occupied. 

Deauville, Dinard As Draws 

Deauville, under management of 
Francois Andre, is trying hard to 
advertise via its celebs. Much 
more exclusive is Dinard in Brit- 
tany. But it is mostly frequented 
by the British, and their trouble is 
money. About the only ones who 
can afford to visit there are those 
who own yachts and whose crew 
permits them to use the 50 pounds 
sterling which the British govern- 
ment allows every Englishman to 
take out of the country. 

But the gambling is slow at the 
casino, and the conservative cli- 
entele frowns on Bikini bathing 
suits on the beach. Tourist turn- 
over there is terrific and the 9. 
000 hotel rooms all booked. A 
daily steamship service with Eng- 
land sees to that. 
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Schwartz Vacations’ Yiddish Art: 


Doing Films, Eyes Coast Legit qy *49-'5) WARES 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
After 31 years of continuous op- 
eration, Maurice Schwartz has de- 
cided to “vacation” from the Yid- 
dish Art theatre for an indefinite 
period. 


He will devote the layoff | 


+ 





| Houston’s Lyric Cuts Sked 


Houston, Aug. 8. 
Lyric theatre, al fresco musical 


By HOBE MORRISON 


Actors as a group had far the 


| 


largest earnings of any employee | 
group in Broadway legit last sea- | 





“CTACE HANTS | ust a Few Details to fron Out 


On New Equity-League Contract 





Ferrer Dittos ‘Whistle’ 


La Jolla, Aug. 8. | 
Seventh play of the La Jolla 


Agreement has been reached by 
Actors Equity and the League of 
N. Y. Theatres on all principal 


} » . . 
points of a new contract covering 


Broadway and the road. With for- 


to film work and perhaps essay Spot now in its first year, has SON. The performers collected al-| playhouse season will be “The Sil- mal negotiations completed, at- 
some English-language legit work | changed prices and schedule to, Most triple the amount paid any ver Whistle,” opening next Tues-|}torneys of the two groups will 
on the Coast. Yiddish Art’s most |cut further losses. Season is/| Other single group, and their earn- day (15) with Jose Ferrer recreat-| work out the legal phraseology. 


recent road tour wound up with 
a three-week stand at the Biltmore 
here several weeks ago. 

Schwartz has been facing a 


mounting problem in recent years | 
rising | 


—the combined effects of 
costs and a dwindling audience 


scheduled to close this week with 
current “Good News.” “Show 
| Boat,” which was to have ended 
ithe season with a two-week run, 
will not be presented. 

Theatre is said to have an op- 
'erating cost of $30,000 a week, and 


ings were not much less than the 
{total received by all other em- 
ployee classifications combined. 


The total coin paid to cast mem- | 


bers during the 1949-50 semester 
on Broadway was approximately 


| $7,663,400. That covered 39,161 


ing his original Broadway role and 
directing. Teresa Wright will play 
the femme lead. 

Opening tonight (Tues.) is “Our | 
Town,” with Mel Ferrer directing 
a cast topped by Ann Blyth, Mil- 
lard Mitchell and Marshall Thomp- 





Meanwhile, the general terms of 
the new two-year pact become ef- 


| fective next Tuesday (15). 


Settlement of the long-drawn- 
out negotiations came quickly last 
week after the League agreed to 
the “principle” of a pension-we!- 


“ge wilt bat oie york-wee in 74 productions cur- | son | fare fund for act and granted 
that understands the Yiddish the best week’s biz has been around , Work-weeks in 7 .- — | Fare fund for Actors anc grantec 
tongue. Latter factor has reached | $15,000 during the first six weeks. Tent at some time during the 52- the union demand for a $100 mini- 
the point where few if any mem- | More than 3,000 seats which have | week span. Next in total earnings | mum on the road. Although ac- 
bers of the younger generation of ; been priced at $2.60 and $1.95) Were stagehands, who _ received | tual working of the pension-wel- 


would-be theatregoers of Jewish 
origin understand the language. 
Of the three plays offered in the 
recent tour, “Hershel the Jester,” 
*“Shylock’s Daughter,” and “River- 
side Drive,” latter generally fared 
best since it contained a large slice 
of English dialog. It still wasn’t 
enough, however, to overcome the 
heavy nut. 

At home in New York, Yiddish 
Art theatre has an average nut of 
$13,000 weekly. 





On the road, of , 


have been reduced to $1. This 
has stimulated attendance without 
adding materially to receipis. 


Videspian, Cleve., 


Plans Legit-TV 


Cleveland, Aug. 8. 





about $2,853,500 for 23,292 work- 
weeks. Authors, relatively few in 
number, got total royalties amount- 
ing to $2,237,600 for 1,157 playing 
1 weeks for all shows. 

Musicians received about $1,906,- 
700 tor 13,481 work-weeks. 


Gen- | 


|eral managers, company managers | 


and pressagents collected an esti- 
mated $694,200 for 2,893 work- 
weeks. Directors got royalties of 


by all shows; boxoffice men got 


| $522,200 for the 1,157 weeks played | 


‘Affairs’ to Open 
Philly Season 


Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 

Philly’s 1950-51 legit theatre | 
season will open on the traditional | 
Labor Day date instead of a week | 
earlier, as previously announced. | 
First house to open will be the)! 
Locust, which gets a comedy try- 


fare plan remains to be worked out, 
the setup will be on the basis of 
benefit performances of Broadway 
shows, with receipts earmarked for 
the special fund. 

Key to settlement of the Equity- 


‘League stalemate was apparently 


the union’s move to bypass the 
managerial organization by dealing 
directly with individual producers. 
That threatened to split the man- 
agerial ranks and resulted almost 
immediately in the League’s com- 


yg ; P total salaries of approximatel és . ef ‘ cnet : , tl 
course, it rises. Contributing heav-| Series of legit revues are being | $283,500 for 2,893 wedewoean, (ot Affairs of State. for yl srt cs a Pr = io. | te 
_ his recently formed repertory com-/ $101,300 for 330 playing weeks, a " yer vas ore ots 
pany for telecast by a Cleveland and other classifications, such io Q — et Hon ~.| > ae daaen he cack deal te 
station from their new Videspian | wardrobe attendants, theatre em-|"°Py (9: fOr an in ae ; ‘ 


Lonsdale’s ‘Way 


In Hub Tryout 


theatre this winter. Madison, an 
old 900-seater nabe film house 
which closed last spring, was 
leased by Chambers’ syndicate for 
the project, first of its kind here. 
Aimed to merge all the stage and 


'ployees, ete. received 
| smaller totals. 
| Included in the total paid to ac- 


(Continued on page 61) 


varying 





‘the late starter with a Guild pro- 
| duction, “The Relapse,” an English | 
| importation, Oct. 9, although house 


(probably four weeks). Last-named | 
was originally skedded to bow in| 
here Aug. 28. The Walnut will be | 


gotiations were broken off. 





Kill Philly Tax 


“The Way Things Go,” Frederick Video arts, group’s productions are | ¢ 9 . Seine ” por ag eae | 
Lonsdale’s London comedy hit to designed expressly for the two | treetcar Ins Sheba.” , | ll ro er @@S 
be presented by the Shuberts, will | ™edia. | Other fall musical bookings in- | 


open a tryout tour in n.id-October | 


in Boston, with the Broadway 


Idea is to give each show a one 
or two-week stage run, with a $1.25 


clude “Guys and Dolls,” Oct. 25) 


° e} a ie | Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 
‘seal : j;at the Forrest; Out of this! 
premiere about Oct. 7. The author | oe agra we’ ——— age side k ht to Kibosh | World,” Oct. 16 at the Shubert,| Ticket brokers here are exempt 
is due here from England early in; 0T More nights wi - ee See |and “Bless You All,” “Lost in the from the city’s 10% amusement 
: | for the telecasting of commercially : : x} 


September to confer on casting and 
production with John Shubert, 
who is in charge of the U. S. pre- 
sentation. The production, re- 
quiring one set and an inset piece, 
with a cast of 13, will involve a 
cost of about $50,000. 


sponsored performances. Reported 
| that backers are negotiating with 
| WXEL to handle the video setup 
| and to use the theater as a talent- 
_training school as well as a pro- 
| duction workshop. 


| Chambers, former’ vaudeville 


Sydney Ban Try 


Sydney, July 28. 
Demands for the banning of “A 





Stars,” “Pardon My French,” ¢‘Kiss 
Me, Kate,” Ballets de Paris, the 
D’Oyly Carte company and “Fla- 
hooley.” 

Non-musical offerings will in- 
clude the Theatre Guild’s “As You 
Like It,” “Devil’s Disciple,” “Hilda 


tax, according to a ruling of Judge 
James C. Crumlish, who restrained 
the Receiver of Taxes from trying 
to collect the tax on the markup 
permitted the brokers. 


A fee of $1, or one-half the face 
charge of the ticket whichever is 








The Shubert plans to present! and musical -comedy actor, drama| teetcar Named Desire” here | Crane,” “Happy Time,” and possi- | less, is permitted here. The tax 
“Adele’s Gift” (“Le Don d’Adele”), | teacher and radio p Mints By will | have been turned down by Clive bly “Clutterbuck” and “I Know My ordinance of May, 1947, makes 
the Garson Kanin adaptation of | serve as executive director-wxiter-|EVatt, chief secretary of New | Love. | “producers” of amusements sub- 
the Pierre Baullet-Jean Pierre | | South Wales. Acting on the rec- ject to a 10% tax on their “estab- 


Gredy original, are in abeyance 
because of the unavailability of 
Kanin, who is busy readying his 
own “Live Wire” for presentation 
on Broadway next week by Michael 
Todd. The Shuberts have also 
dropped plans 


Next,” to the U. S. Also off the 


Shuberts’ immediate agenda are a pop tunes. Tentative opening of London. 


new edition of the “Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies,” a musical to be titled “Saints 
and Sinners,” and a series of tour- 
ing revivals of “Blossom Time,” 
“Student Prince,” etc. 

Lee Shubert acquired the U. S. 
rights to Warren Chetham-Strode’s 
“Background,” on his recent trip 
to Europe, but there are no imme- 
diate plans for its production here. 





to bring Philip | 
King’s London hit, “On Monday | timate show with original material | 


| producer. Associates known here 
|as professional instructors are 
| Dorris Compton-Elkins, assistant 
producer; Frank D. Parisi, music 
| director; Sergei B. Popeloff, dance 
director. 

Group is now working on “Man- 
hattan Honeymoon” as the first in- 


| backed by Cleveland talent and 


| the Videspian is set for Sept. 6. 


-LAWRENCE-KING 
SET DENNIS RECOR 


Dennis, Mass., Aug. 8. 
| Gertrude Lawrence broke the 24- 
year-old house record at the Cape 
playhouse here last week in 





| ommendation of Rev. Alan Tory, 
|a critic and playwright, the execu- 
'tive gave the Tennessee Williams 
| drama his complete approval, and 
| the show is continuing to capacity 
| attendance at the Theatre Royal. 
| Script being presented here by J. C. 
| Williamson is the revised version 
as cleared by the British Lord 


‘Chancellor for performance in 


| On the basis of advance reports 


ACTORS’ COMPANY SETS 





COAST TOUR OF ‘SMOKE’ 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. | 

La Jolla Playhouse production | 
of Tennessee Williams’ “Summer 
and Smoke” launches a six to eight 


week Coast tour at the Geary here 
,next Monday (14) for a three-week | 


/ run. 


‘of the play, Evatt announced the) 


|day of the local premiere that he 
| Was adopting a new policy of being 


_vate citizens on questions of thea- 
{tre censorship, instead of relying 
on police reports, as previous chief 
‘secretaries had done. He added 


Dorothy McGuire, John | 
Ireland and Una Merke! share star 
billing. James Neilson is direct- 


ing. 
guided by reports of selected pri- | 


back to Los Angeles. 


that in all cases he reserved the! 


| right to make the final decision 


Show goes from here to Port-| 
land and Seattle before trekking | 
Silo group, | 
which is planning a Beverly Hills | 
year-round legit theatre under wt 
Actors’ Co. banner, produced a/| 
similar Coast tour three vears ago, | 
sending out Gregory Peck and 


lished price.” 

The Tax Receiver’s office argued 
that for the purpose of fixing a 
price both producer and_ broker 
could be considered producers. 
Judge Crumlish called the corol- 
lary “absurd” and pointed out that 
under this interpretation a broker 
would also be required to have an 
amusement permit. 

The Federal tax of 20% on all 
admissions, including broker mark- 
ups, is not involved in Judge Crum- 
lish’s ruling. 


D’OYLY CARTE MAPS 
6-MONTH U.S. TOUR 


Plans for the 1950-51 U. S. tour 
of the D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., 
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BROWN DUE TO RETURN; | covtsrrea’ Grose’ for the stanza| Simselt, He also specitically ruled 


‘ ’ was $11,650 in the strawhatter, Streetcar’ opening. 
rae -d slightly this naan " se- ° 
AUSSIE HARVEY" FOLDS voir toa pray oom nate nine une ater, Tom sede: Mall Shows to Continue 


Laraine Day in “Angel Street.” | British Gilbert & Sullivan reper- 
_tory group, were completed last 
week -by company’s general man- 


ager, Alfred Nightingale. Troupe 








| Spot is operated by the actress’ that “Streetcar” had won the Pulit-_ 


With Joe E. Brown due to return | husband, Richard Aldrich, who also 
to the U. S. to appear in another’! has the Falmouth playhouse, at 


play, “Harvey” will probably end 
its Australian run early in Novem- 


ber instead of continuing through | 


Coonamesset, Mass., and the Cape 
Cod Music Circus at Hyannis. 


next spring, as originally planned. | ing in “Joy” this week at the West- 


Star has been given a release from 


his contract with J. C. Williamson | 


Theatres, which is sponsoring the 
tour of the Mary Coyle Chase 
comedy. 

Contrary to expectations, “Har- 


vey” has proved only a mild suc- | 


cess here. Local critics didn’t en- 
thuse over the play, and audiences 


Following the local run, the pro- 
duction is slated to play Adelaide 
and Sydney. There’s little pros- 


pect of a successor being engaged | 


to follow Brown as star. 
Following each 


port (Conn.) Country playhouse, 
was booked for next week at the 
North Shore playhouse, Beverly, 
Mass., but cancelled the date on 
ithe advice of her doctor. She 
suffered a fracture of the spine 
two weeks ago during the play’s 


engagement at Coonamessett, but. 


| has continued with her back tight- | 
haven't flocked to it as anticipated. | 


ly strapped. 





Engel for ‘Bless You’ 
Dallas, Aug. 8. 
Lehman Engel, musical director 
of State Fair Casino, has contract- 


performance | ed to be musical director of “Bless 


Brown has been making extended You All,’ new musical revue by 


curtain speeches, closing with reci- | 


tations of Edgar Guest poems. 


Harold Rome and Arnold Auer- 


‘pach slated for Broadway this fall. 


Miss Lawrence, who is appear- | 


_zer and Critics Circle prizes in} 


New York, had been sponsored in 
(Continued on page 61) 
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‘Wilson Unlikely to Do 
‘Glass Bell’ on B’way 


| “Within a Glass Bell,” William 





N.Y. Fulton Season 


Sam Wanamaker and _ Terese 
Hayden, who are presenting Festi- 


‘ October. 


|val Theatre in association with 


Marchant drama tried out recently | 


at the Westport 
playhouse, 


(Conn.) Country 


| Wilson. The producer has an op- 
tion on the script and sponsored 
the strawhat presentation, but has 
| reportedly decided that the play's 
| subject-matter isn’t suitable for 
| New York. 

Lee Shubert, who attended the 
| Westport tryout, is understood to 
| have been influential in Wilson’s 
decision to drop the show. 


Harriett Ames, are already consid- 


tinuation of the series beyond the 
initial four productions at the Ful- 
ton, N. Y. If the critical and box- 
office response warrants it, they 
hope to extend the operation in- 


| definitely. 


probably won't be) 
brought to Broadway by John C. 


| 


The physical productions for the 
first four plays are constructed and | 
paid for, and the settings for the 
next three are stored against the | 
backwall of the theatre. 





Iva Withers, who played the lead 
in the London _ production of | 
“Carousel,” in from Britain Sun-. 
day (6) on the Queen Elizabeth. 
yo playwright Frederick Lons-. 
ale, 


is scheduled to play this country 
for about six months, beginning in 
Initial date is scheduled 
for the Shubert, New Haven, for 
three days, starting Oct. 12. Troupe 
is slated to arrive in New York 


: .from England aboard the Maure- 
ering plays and stars for a con- 


tania Oct. 9. 


C utfit will also play a three-week 
stand at the Opera House, Boston, 
in addition to engagements in Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia, Detroit, St. 
Louis, Toronto and a few other 
cities. The G&S players are set 
for N. Y. for a month, around 
March, but the theatre to be played 
is still undecided. Company will 
sail back to London in early April 
and will take part in the Festival 


‘of Britain in May. 


Nightingale, who arrived in New 
York from London July 31, re- 
turned to Britain yesterday (Tues.). 
He's scheduled to return to the 
U. S. around Sept. 19. 
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Boston 


Barns Having Spotty Year; 


‘Marietta’ $13,000 Sellout, Danbury 





Boston, Aug. 8. 
Midseason reports from Hub’s 2 N ew Littl e Th eatre 
strawhatters indicate biz has 


slumped slightly from last year’s | 


figures at the Boston Summer 


Theatre but is holding substantial- | 


ly the same as last year at the 
Brattle theatre in neighboring 
Cambridge. 

Boston Summer Theatre, 914- 
seater with a $2.40 top, had several 
productions last season that drew a 
solid $12,000 but so far this season 
only the teeoff “The Second Man,” 
with Franchot Tone, has approxi- 
mated this figure. Other plays 
have been spotty, with Nancy 
Walker’s appearance in “On The 
Town,” which closed Saturday (5), 
and “Apple of His Eye,” starring 
Edward Arnold, winding up in vici- 
nity of $9,000, considered okay this 
season. “The Gay Divorce,” with 
Carol Stone, pulled slightly less 
during its run here but the biggest 
disappointment was the Laraine 
Day vehicle, “Angel Street.” Play 
got poor notices and wound up in 
neighborhood of $6,000. “Over 
21,” starring Eve Arden, opened 
Mon. (7) with heavy advance sale, 
indicating near capacity for cur- 
rent week. 

Brattle Theatre has this year tak- 
en over the management of the Co- 


hasset Playhouse, both houses hav- | 
ing a seating capacity of approx- | 


imately 450 and operating with a' 


$3 tup. Reports indicate biz about 
on a par with last season. Under 
the present setup, majority of pro- 
ductions play a week at Cambridge 
and follow up with a week at Co- 
hasset with comparable grosses at 


} 


Groups for Ft. Worth 


Fort Worth, Aug. 8. 

Two new little theatres are in 
prospect here soon. The Arena 
Players, composed chiefly of local, 
Texas Christian U. and Denten 
Supper - Theatre - in-the-Round ac- 
tors, will open Aug. 24 with “Light 
Up the Sky.” They have leased 
an upstairs section of a building 
and will convert it into a 150-seat 
playhouse. Their season will con- 
sist of 12 shows, each running five 
nights, each preceded by five 
nights of rehearsal after the close 
of the previous show. 

The Pit Repertory Players intend 
to import talent from New York 
as soon as a theatre is available. 
This group is headed by Jo Ann 


Sarazan, who is the local contact | 


with a group of Princeton U. and 
Princeton Intime theatre alumni, 
who propose to settle here. 

The Arena will have as its man- 
aging director Mrs. William Muth, 
while James Hughes, of the North 
Texas State College Supper Thea- 
tre group, will direct. 








London Legit Bits 


London, Aug. 5. 
S. A. Gorlinsky has closed a deal 
with Orson Welles to come to Eng- 
land for six weeks’ season, with the 
theatre not yet set. Star opens in 
October with “The Blessed and the 
Damned” and ‘“‘Time Runs,” both 
of which he recently presented in 











Legit Bits 


Elisabeth Bergner is a smash in 
’Sydney, Australia, in “The Two 











| Mrs. Carrolls,” in which she ap-| 
| peared on Broadway in the fall | 


'and winter of 1943-44 ... Sidney 


| Kingsley went to Paris last week | 
'to confab with Arthur Koestler, | 


whose “Darkness at Noon’ novel 
he is dramatizing as a starring 
' vehicle for Claude Rains ... Au- 
thor-director Walter Kerr, until 
recently head of the Catholic U. 
drama department, 
legit critic of Commonweal, Cath- 
olic periodical ... Robert Mariotti, 
understudy of Brandon De Wilde 
in ‘“‘Member of the Wedding,” will 
play the moppet role in the show 
only this week, as young De Wilde 
is taking just a one-week vacation, 
not two as previously announced 
... John Wildberg, who returned 
last week from England, may pre- 
sent “Anna Lucasta” in London 
this fall. He is sponsoring “Black 
Chiffon” at the 48th Sireet, N.Y., 
opening Sept. 27, with Flora Rob- 
son in her original starring role. 

The Ambassador, N.Y., leased 
by the Shuberts to DuMont tele- 
vision .. . Edward Mangum will 
be managing director of the Arena 
Stage, opening Aug. 16 in Wash- 


ington .. . The Hamden (Conn.) 
strawhat will call it quits next 
Saturday night (12) ... Bruni Fal- 


con takes over the assignment next 
week as alternate for Patricia 
Neway in the leading role in “The 
Consul,” succeeding Vera Bryner 
Pee Denis Johnston, author of 
“Moon in the Yellow River,” is at 
Provincetown, Mass., this week for 
the tryout of his new play, ‘The 
Golden Cuckoo,” at the local Play- 
house ... G. Albert Smith, of the 
“Wisteria Trees” cast, took ad- 
vantage of the play’s layoff to take 
a Caribbean cruise ... Tallulah 
Bankhead is considering a new 
play by Edwiy Justin Mayer as a 
starring vehicle for fall A 
Broadway ticket broker, complain- 


has become | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Despite protest by Actors Equity on the ground that his membership 
in another union disqualified him from sitting in on the performer 
negotiations with the League of N. Y. Theatres, Herman Bernstein has 
continued to participate in the confabs. He has done so, he explains 
as a member of the board of governors of the League, not as a union 
member. After receiving the Equity protest, executives of the Assn 
of Theatrical Pressagents and Managers, Bernstein’s union, asked him 
|to withdraw from the bargaining sessions. But in view of his expla- 
nation of his status the union has made no effort to enforce its request 

Besides being general manager for Leland Hayward and Lindsay & 
Crouse, Bernstein qualifies for membership on the League board by 
reason of his position as general manager of the Alvin theatre, N. y 
and as an occasional producer. Until the sale recently of the Hudson, 
N. Y., to NBC, he was president of the Hudson Theatre Corp. ; 





Radio writer Peter Lyon, who worked on the book of “Guys and 
Dolls,” got a flat fee for the assignment, but won’t get a royalty or pro- 
gram billing. According to Ernest H. Martin, who is co-producing the 
musical with Cy Feuer, the arrangement is at the suggestion of Lyon 
who reasoned that since he merely worked on story construction he 
wasn't entitled to collaborator billing or a share of the royalties. Music 
and lyrics for the show have been supplied by Frank Loesser, with Jo 
Swerling authoring the book and Abe Burrows providing additional 
comedy. George S. Kaufman will direct the production, which is sched- 
uled to open Nov. 9 at the 46th Street, N. Y., after a road tryout. 





While summer circuit business generally has been somewhat off this 
season, Pittsburgh is proving an exception. Civic Light Opera Assn. 
which will close 10-week season at Pitt Stadium next week with “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” reports an increase of 10-12% over last year’s figures 
while the White Barn, strawhat operated by Clay Flagg and Carl Low, 
is up around 5%. At same time, Mountain playhouse, Jeannerstown 
Pa., and Little Lake theatre, presenting in-the-round productions at 
reconverted barn near Pittsburgh, are running ahead of a year ago, too. 





“Come Back, Little Sheba,” William Inge drama which closed July 
29 after 190 performances at the Booth, N. Y., just about broke even 
on its Broadway run, so the Theatre Guild production represents ap- 
proximately a $40,000 loss. Play will tour in the fall as a Guild sub- 
scription offering, with Shirley Booth in her original femme lead and 
a male lead to be signed. 


Woo Pic Talent, B’way Properties 
To Help Rebirth of Coast Legit 





; : | Paris. He will also do “Faust” and ing “about the conventioneering 
both spots. Exceptions have been «yyacheth.” His last two weeks he Jehovah’s Witnesses last week, By MIKE KAPLAN | majority of legiters are 1n the un- 
John Carradine’s “Julius Caesar,” | will play one-night stands in the muttered, “They don't spend any Hollywood, Aug. 8. | der-500-seat classification. Phil- 
which did nicely in Cambridge but | provinces . Jack Hylton and money; all they do is look at Consistent activity on the local | harmonic auditorium, a  2,670- 
fell below expectations at Cohasset Gino Arbib, his aide, back from things.” : legit front for the first time in| seater which housed “South Paci- 
and “Yes, M’Lord,” with Nigel| Paris, where they arranged for|; “Burning Bright” is the new title many years may result from Gene | fic,” generally books little legit be- 
Bruce, off in Cambridge but pull- Italian revue, tentatively titled of Jchn Steinbeck’s “In the Forest! yann’s takeover of El Capitan, | yond the annual L. A. Civic Light 


ing near-capacity in Cohasset. Last | ‘Moon Dream,” to play short sea- 
week's production, “Androcles and | son in West-End. Production and 
the Lion,” starring Ernest Truex, | costumes will be Italian, with cast 
proved to be tops grosswise at | mostly recruited in London. Arbib 
Cambridge, nabbing slightly over | is off Aug. 15 to Italy to make final 
$5,000 to lead previous top, “Ima-| arrangements, with show going on 
ginary Invalid,” with Zero Mostel, | Provincial tour after London run. 


by a few hundred dollars. | Hylton has also arranged to have 





|. . . Erie Glass off to Cannes for 
discussions with Wendy . Toye 
anent the Norman Ginsbury-Ber- 
nard Grun-Eric Maschwitz revue, 


‘Marietta’ 13G, Danbury 


Danbury, Conn., Aug. 8. 
Melody Fair, music tent on the 
Danbury fairgrounds, had its best 
week ending Sunday night (6), with 


| a Grand Guignol season in London | 


“Birthday Bouquet,” which will be | 
staged by Bernard Delfont around | 





Mimi Benzell in “Naughty Mari- 
etta.” Fastidiously produced sum- 
mer musical grossed nearly $13,- 


(Continued on page 63) 


Active Legit Season 
Scheduled for Paris 


Paris, Aug. 5. 

Plans of new legit productions 
for next season include “Caves du- 
Vatican” adapted by Andre Gide 
from his novel, and directed by 
Jean Meyer, at the Francaise. Al- 
so a Claude Andre Puget adapta- 
tion of “Winter Tales,” at the same 
house. At the Hebertot, Jacques 
Hebertot will present “Le Feu Sur 
la Terre” (“Fire on Earth’), 
Francois Mauriac. 

At the Marigny, under Simone 
Volterra aegis, Jean Louis Barrault 
will do “La Farce des Tenebreux”’ 
(“The Play of the Unrevealed’’), by 
Michel de Glelderode; “‘Arden de 
Faversham,” an Elizabethan play 
with an Andre Gide adaptation, a 
Jean Anouilh play, “La Repetition 
ou L’Amour Puni.” Also, a play 
by Maurice Clavel, 





lonne,” Shakespeare’s “Henry VI’ 


capsulized by the same Andre 


Clavel, and Loys Masson adapta- 


tion of Cervantes’ “Cristoval de 
Lugo.” 
At the Mathurins, Marcel Her- 


rand will produce “Chateau des’ 


Carrefours” (‘Crossroads Castle’’), 
by Odette Joyeux. It will be cos- 
tumed by Christian Dior and the 
sets will be blowups of photos. At 
the miniature theatre de la Huch- 
ette, Georges Vitaly will produce 
“Pepita,” by Henri Fontenille and 
Maurice Chevit. At the Vieux 
Colimbier, Anet Bade! will produce 


Jean Francois Noel’s “Les Princes | 


du Sang” (“The Royal Princes”) 


and possibly a play by Charles 


Spaak. At his Ambassadeurs, Hen- 
ri Bernstein will have “Victor.” 
As usual, there will be more re- 


vivals than, new plays.. , 


Christmas in the West-End, after | 
tryout with Carol | 
Lynne starred ... Delfont is again | 


a provincial 


reviving Richard Tauber’s ‘Old 
Chelsea” for extended provincial 


greaves and Janet Hamilton-Smith 
starred. 





by be 


| seek French femme lead for his | 
new play with music by Guy Bol-. 


gS a 


Dennis Constanduros has com- 
pleted new play titled “Hail and 
Farewell” Lionel Hale has 
started an amateur play depart- 
/ment for Evans Bros., prominent 


| English book publishers, with first | 


_play, “Fit For Heroes,” by Kay 
, Bannerman, already published .. . 
| Tedwell Chapman negotiating with 


| Jack Buchanan, who wants to pre- | 
“The Deadly | 


;sent the former’s 
| Dove” in the West-End with Mar- 
| got. Grahame starred and Henry 
| Kendall to stage ... H. M. Ten- 
nent’s “Traveller's Joy,” in the third 
‘year at the Criterion theatre, is 
finally vacating the end of Septem- 


ton and H 


the fall ... Henry Sherek has ac- 
quired new play by Benn Levy 
titled “The Middle Mist,” which 
he will do in the West-End with 
Constance Cummings, the author’s 
wife, starred. Show likely for end 


ag F Mague- of August. 


William Mollison, who is pro- 
ducing musical version of “French 
For Love” for Jack Waller, has 
signed Jacques Janssen, the French 


| “Danilo” of “The Merry Widow” | 


_fame, for the lead. Play’s title will 


be changed to “Sweet Innocent.” | 
... “Touch and Go,” the Bernard | 


| Delfont American revue, despite 
| 800d notices is not doing too well 
at the Prince of Wales theatre. 
_Delfont has asked the American 
contingent to take a cut which they 
_refused to do and show may fold. 


. Phillip King, author of “See | 


How They Run” and “On Mon- 
day Next” is collaborating with 
Anthony Armstrong, author of 
“Ten Minute Alibi” on new play 
titled “‘Here We Come Gathering.” 
... Herman Shumlin to Edinburgh 
to see Andre Roussin’s new play, 
“The Little Hut,” which tours the 
provinces for eight weeks before it 
comes to the Lyric, theatre, 


tour in the fall with John Har- | 


r... Lee Ephraim to Paris to} 


ind Hans May titled ‘Music | 
| At Midnight,” which is skedded for | 


of the Night,” which Rodgers & 
Hammerstein are readying 
October presentation . . . Morrie 
Efron is planning the production 
of “Belvedere,” legit edition of the 
“Sitting Pretty” character and 
story, to be adapted by Tom 
Taggert from Gwen Davenport’s 
original novel and with Arthur 


Treacher in the title part... John | 
Yorke will be general manager and | 
Charles Washburn pressagent for | 
the Harry Wagstaff Gribble-A. Ray- | 


mond Gallo production of Norwood 
of This World,” 


a 10-day motorboat trip to Mont- 
real, 
'Lake Champlain . . . Ben Segal, 
/general manager for Anthony 
Brady Farrell, returned yesterday 


(Tues.) from Florida to supervise | 


tuneup rehearsals of ‘Texas, Li'l 
Darlin’,” which reopens Aug. 21 at 
the Hellinger, N.Y., before touring 
... Paul Vroom is general manager 
for the Richard W. Kraukeur-Fred 


Finklehoffe production of ‘Affairs | 


of State.” 

William Saroyan discussing a 
Hollywood premiere of his new 
play, “The Vineyard,” at the tiny 
Har-Omar theatre now under con- 
struction, to be operated in con- 
junction with the restaurant of 
that name .. . Douglas Wood re- 
peats his role as Venables in 
Circle theatre’s Coast revival of 
'‘What Every Woman Knows,” 
which opens Aug. 16 with Sydney 
‘Chaplin, Ruth Conte and Lynn 
Baggett in top roles. 7 

Rudolph Anders and Richard 


Barron inked for top supporting | 


roles in ‘‘ The Burning Bush,” Noel 


Langley-Heinz Herald-Geza Herc-. 


zeg murder trial drama which will 
be presented at the Coronet, Hol- 
_lywood, next month by Walter Wic- 
clair Productions... Lynn Baggett 
makes her coast legit bow as Lady 
Sybil in “What Every Woman 
Knows” at the Circle theatre, Hol- 
lywood, Aug. 18. 


Little Theatre Groups 
At N. Y. Fair This Year 


Buffalo, Aug. 8. 





years, 


produced by community groups 
throughout the state. 
ances will be presented Monday- 


community theatre organizations. 

A theatre exhibit 
'toriura of the Mills be 'tinre on the 
) Fair grounds will also be featured. 





for | 


Chamberlain’s “Judd” ... Priscilla | 


season of top productions. 
_atre has been only spasmodically 
alight since Ken Murray's “Black- 
outs” ended an eight-year run last 
summer and trekked east to a 
quick death on Broadway. 

Mann plans a season of revivals 
of contemporary plays with name 
Stars and may pepper the con- 
tinuity with a few tryouts. Actual 


with his fifth season at the open- 


near Hollywood and Vine, for a/| 
The- | 


Opera Season. 


El Capitan, apart 
from 


being excellent from the 


| Standpoint of seating capacity, has 
| the added advantage of a choice lo- 
| cation. 


It’s easy to get to and is 
located only a short distance from 
the principal tourist attraction, the 
Hollywood - Vine corner. Latter 
factor many be an asset during 
Mann's contemplated season, since 


_Hollywood gets a good supply of 
details remain to be worked out | 
since the producer is still busy | 


tourists all year long. 
Tryout operations at the theatre 


Gillette signed for a lead in “Out. 
the new Cole. 
Porter show, with Charlotte Green- | 
wood ... John Shubert back from | 


via the Hudson River and 


After an absence of nearly 30. 
the New York State Fair! 
this year will again feature The | 
Little Theatre, consisting of plays | 


Perform- | 
through-Friday evenings of Fair. 
week, September 2-9. Productions | 
will be selected from 45 statewide | 


in the audi-'| 


will be wooed enthusiastically and 
| Mann hopes to convince at least 
'some Broadway producers that a 
| Sons break-in provides the least 
-expensive method of determining 
| whether a vehicle has New York 
possibilities. 


air Greek theatre in Griffith park. 

Behind the takeover of the 
1,142-seat El Capitan is Mann's be- 
ilief that the Coast can be de- 
veloped into a legit production 
| centre since the facilities are here. 
In addition to a tremendous talent 
pool, it’s figured that costs can be 
considerably less than in the east. 
It is, therefore, possible to mount 
a production which can profitably 
tour the Coast alone. 

Number of national companies 
to reach Los Angeles has dwindled 
| steadily in recent years. As Mann 

points out, rails become a major 
factor in touring of this nature, 
since there are no real dates avail- 
able between Kansas City and Los 
Angeles. Consequently, Mann 
/hopes to convince eastern pro- 
ducers that the ideal solution is 
to turn over the Coast rights to 





‘Actress Scrams Barn 


When ‘As Cast’ Sours 


Orangeburg, N. Y., Aug. 8. 


Hazard of signing an “as cast” 
‘contract for summer stock in the 
;expectation of playing leads was 
illustrated here last week when 
'Gwen Barlow cut short a three- 
week engagement at the Rockland 
County Circle theatre and shifted 
to the Mountain piayhouse at Jen- 
‘nerstown, Pa. Actress had come 
from Texas for the assignment 


good properties. ‘after a thr : 
’ rT? lee ’ ee-ye ‘ 
Greek theatre’s recent ‘“Finian S the wife of ; i - 


Rainbow” production, starring the) She h 

spe , ad _ negotiat al 
original cast toppers, Ella Logan, | with Jean Daw _—. oe 
David ihe tr ny Albert Sharpe, turned-producer and with the ap- 
is an example of the type of pro-| proyal of director Evelyn Pierce. 
| duction Mann wants to mount dur- ‘But Miss Pierce took sick and an- 
ing his El Capitan season. He other director with his own ideas 
feels that the years at the Greek! moved in. Miss Barlow played 
rin have —— film the lead only in “Angel Street” 
studios, for example, that it would and f " : ; 
be advantageous to permit screen | eg A re gay Meco 


‘in “Constant Wife” “Anna 
names to do stage work under his Christie.” ife’ and “Ap 
OTE By mutual agreement the con- 


“ 
There are about 100 top film tract was terminated, not without 
| names who are good attractions embarrassment to Miss Crane, 
and know legitimate theatre tech-| who had been matron of honor 
niques, Mann point~ out. “If only at Miss Barlow’s wedding. But 
10 o are available for legit work ‘the “as cast” proviso in the con- 
in Hollywood, we have enough for tract gave the new director, Alan 
a good season. |Andersom, son of playwright Max- 
Takeover of the El Capitan is|well Anderson and a Rockland 
effective Sept. 1, when the Greek | county resident, full discretion. 
_theatre will be on its final three | 
|weeks with Gertrude Niesen 
Starring in “Gentlemen Prefer Chicago, Aug. 8. 
| Blondes,” a Coast production. It} Bi-annual 1951 Charles A. Sergel 
too, is indicative of Mann’s plans, | Contest for three-act original plays 
for after its three-week run here PY an American citizen was an- 
it heads for a date in San Fran-| HOunced last week by the drama 
| cisco. | oe = the = of marie 
Legit in Los Angel | email akin aeaeie “ieenenne 
been in the A a fore or ee fe 


, j , is 
the Biltmore, local UBO outlet, the | March’ 3 = to the author 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRirty’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 10th week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current............. ane 15 13 
Total weeks played so far. by all shows..... 182 156 
Total gross for all current shows last week $307,100 $351,900 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows.... $4,111,200 $3,925,700 
Number of new productions sq far..... hes 3 2 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 7 7 
Total weeks played so far by all shows..... 91 102 
Total road gross reported last week.. $223 500 $161,400 
_ Socom total road gross so far se 325,000 — 516,000 








Roberts $15,400 in Chi Return: 


Ear $17,100, ‘Mice Hungr 


% 
vv 
| 


Chicago, Aug. 8. 
With the return of “Mister | 
Roberts” last week the Chi legit | 


scene took on a more prosperous 
hue. Matinee business was good. 
“Lend An Ear’ moved up, 
“Two Blind Mice” slipped to a pain- 
ful level. 

“Roberts” is adding another 
week to the previously scheduled 
four-week engagement and “The 
Innocents” is the latest play 
rumored to come in around Labor 
Day. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern 
(19th wk) ($4.94; 1,500). Up about 
$1,000 to fair $17,100. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (lst 
wk) ($3.71; 1,334). Matinee trade 
was very heavy and the first week 
grossed an okay $15,400. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (13th 
wk) ($3.71; 1,000). Skidded to slim 
$9,600. 


‘Pacific’ Wow 826 
Ist Week, Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Pacific,” with Janet 
Richard Eastham, 





“South 
Blair and 


y $9,600 








| 


but | 


Strawhat Tryouts 


THIS WEEK 

“Angel in the Pawnshop”— 
Cape theatre, Cape May, N. J. 
(7-12) (Reviewed in VARIETY, June 
28, °50). ‘ 

“Best of Spirits’ — Putnam 
County playhouse, Mahopac, N. Y. 
(8-13). 

“Devil Also Dreams” — Country 
playhouse, Fayetteville, N. Y. (7- 
12) (Reviewed in VARIETY, Aug. 2, 
50). 

“Four’s a Crowd” 
—Ford theatre, Verbank, N. Y. (9- 


12). 

“Golden Cuckoo” — Playhouse- | 
on-the-Wharf, Provincetown, Mass. 
(7-12). 


“His French Wife’ — Somerset 
(Mass.) Summer theatre (7-12) (Re- 
viewed in VARIETY, July 19, °50). 


“Live Wire” — Marblehead 
'(Mass.) Summer theatre (7-12) 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 19, 
+’5O). 


“Once An Actor” — Fairhaven 
(Mass.) Summer theatre (7-12) (Re- 


, viewed in Vartrery, Aug. 2, °50). 


chalked up an unprecedented $82,- | 


000 gross last week for its first 
stanza at the 3,252-seat Opera 
House. News space garnered by 
“South Pacific’ also hit record 
high, with coverage of the opening 
and reviews running on _ front | 
pages. Opera House is scaled | 


from $2.40 to $4.80 for six-week | 
run of this Ciyie Light Opera | 


presentation. 


“Lost in the Stars,’ with Todd 


Duncan, opened at the 1,550-seat | 


Curran last night (Mon.) as the 
final offering 
ciseo Civie Light Opera season. 


House is scaled to $4.80. 


‘KATE’ KISSES $26,500 





of the San Fran-| 


theatre, Cambridge, Mass. 


Country 
‘viewed in VARIETY, 


IN 7TH WEEK, BOSTON 


19). 


Boston, Aug. 8. 
Only legit current in town is 
“Kiss Me, Kate” at  1,700-seat 
Shubert, which winds up eight- 
week run Saturday (12). 


With a $4.80 top weekends and | 


$4.20 other nights, musical grossed 
nearly $26,500 for seventh week. 





S.F. Rep Winter Season 
Opens Sept. 12 With ‘Sky’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


San Francisco Repertory theatre 
is set to open its winter season 
Sept. 12 with “Light Up The Sky.” 


“Sergeant Was a Lady”—Grove 
theatre, Nuangola, Pa. (8-13). 
“See How They Run”’—College 


playhouse, Keuka Park, N. Y. (9- 


12); Starlight theatre, Pawling, 


N. Y. (8-13) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
July 19, ’50). 

“Traveller’s Joy’ — Westport 
‘Conn.) Country playhouse (7-12) 
(Reviewed in VaAriEeTy, July 26, 
50). 

NEXT WEEK 

“Angel From Hell’ — Green 
Mountain playhouse, Middlebury, 
Vt. (15-20). 

“Borned in Texas” — Casino 
theatre, Newport, R. I. (14-19). 


“Clear Glass Door” — Parkway 
theatre, Burnsville, N. H. (18-20). 
“Dollar Down’’—Malden Bridge 
(N.Y.) Summer theatre (16-20). 
“It’s A Living” — Greenbush 
theatre, Blauvelt, N. Y. (15-20). 
“Little Blue Light’ — Brattle 
(15-20). 
“Miss Mabel’”—Westport (Conn.) 
playhouse (14-19) (Re- 
July 12, °50). 
“Web and the Rock”—Spa Sum- 
mer theatre, Saratoga, N. Y. (14- 





‘Pink Lady’ Pert $42,000 


At St. Louis Muny Opera 


St. Louis, Aug. 8. 
“Pink Lady” closed 


nicipal Theatre Assn. alfresco play- 


house in Forest Park with a gross | 


of about $42,000, having played to 


Other plays to be offered are “Duet | ! 


For Two Hands,” 


sand Days,” “The Father” and 
“Happy Birthday.” A special two- 
week juve matinee program will be 


presented by the group during the | 


Thief in Town.” Rl ge wae | receipts of about $4,000. Cast in- | 


| Wykoff, Genia 


Christmas holidays with a produc- | 


tion of “Rumplestiltskin.” 
Current presentation of three 


selected plays from the repertoire | 


of the Grand Guigno! ends its run 
Aug. 19. A limited return showing 
of “The Respectful Prostitute” will 
open Aug. 22. 





Galante’s B’way Entry 
Paris, Aug. 8. 
Pierre Galante, French journal- 
ist, has bought a Gallic comedy, 
“Wusbands Don’t Count,” by Roger 
Ferdinand, which he has had trans- 
lated into English. He expects to 
produce it on Broadway in 1951. 
Ferdinand is president of the 
French Societe des Auteurs. 


as 


approximately 60,000 patrons. It 
was the fourth time the piece has 


been seen here. Leads were played | 


by Victoria Sherry, William Lynn, 

Patricia Bowman, "Rudy Kroeller, 

Gene Barry and Erik Rhodes. 
“Whoopee, ” first seen at the 


Muny in 1935, opened last night | 


(Mon.) to an audience of 9,600 and 


Johnny Morgan, Evelyn 
Melnitchenko and 


cludes 


William Morelli. 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 6-19) 
“Death of a Salesman” — Bilt- 
more, L. A. (7-19). 





“Devil’s Disciple”—Opera House, 


Central City, Colo, (7-12). 

“Kiss Me, Kate’’—Shubert, Bos- 
ton (7-12); Watergate Stadium, 
Washington (14-19). 

“Lend An Ear’ — Great North- 
ern. Chi. (7-19). 

“Lost in the Stars” 
S. F. (14-19). . 

“Mister Roberts’ — Erlanger, 
Chi. (7-19). 

“South Pacific’—War Memorial, 
S. F. (7-19). 

“Summer and Smoke 
S. F. 114-19). 

“Two Blind Mice”—Harris, Chi. 


— Curran, 


*__Geary 


(7-49). 


a. week’s | 
stand Sunday night (6) at the Mu-| 


‘Waltz’ $20,000, Indpls.; 


Encouraging Closer 


Indianapolis, Aug. 8. 
“Great Waltz,” featuring John 
Boney Peggy Engel, Alexander 
Gray and Patti Browne, brought 
the Starlight Musicals series to 
happy ending here Sunday night 
(6) with encouraging $20,000 gross, 
at $2.40 top, for the. final week. It 
brightened prospects for continu- 
ing next year, since first three | 
weeks had been dismal. “Student | 
Prince” made a fair start, but | 
“New Moon,” starring Elliott, Gray 








| and Gail Manners, was plagued by | 


rain and “The Red Mill,” with 
Bert Mathews, John Kane, Grace 
| Aurelia and Peter Smith, failed to 
catch, both settling for about $12,- 
000. “Student Prince” got $16,000. 
with Earl William, Dean Carroll 
and Gray in leads. 

“Great Waltz’ drew audience of 
5,000 Saturday night (5), largest 
in four years of summer opera 
here. Feeling now is that shows 
were under-priced, with too few 
seats in higher brackets and 
cheaper tickets, scaled down to 
| 60c. finding no demand. 
| Movement also is making head- 
| way to get Starlight Musicals their 
own spot for next year. 
fairgrounds grandstands, site of 
1949-50 operations, most seats are 
too far from stage, which is across 
racetrack, and seats on flat track, 
which are closest, can’t command 
top price. Track also has to be 
cleared after each night’s perform- 
ance, to mdke way for trotters and 
pacers next day, running up over- 
lead 





(one-act plays) | 


‘Lost in Stars’ First 
For K. C. Playgoers; 
Fox-Midwest Booking 


Kansas City, Aug. 8. 

Preparations were begun last 
week by the Playgoers League for 
its 12th drama season, with at 
least 10 attractions on the tenta- 
tive schedule. David Mackie, 
president of the League, a non- 
profit civic organization, an- 
nounced the first play 
“Lost in the Stars,” musical with 
Todd Duncan, which will open 
Oct. 5. 

Others on the list include “Kiss 
Me, Kate,” “Brigadoon,” Monte 
Carlo Ballet, ‘‘Mister Roberts,” Bal- 
let Theatre, “Oklahoma” and “‘Holi- 
day on Ice.” The Ballet de Paris 
and the American Legion's ‘Red, 
White and Blue” revue also prob- 
ably will be on the schedule. 

The League works in coopera- 
tion with the John Antonello 


_Booking Agency, and holds its at- | 


_tractions in the Music Hall. Mem- 
bership usually runs around 3,000, | 
with a fee of $1 per member. This | 


(entitles members to advance 
notices on bookings and _ first 
chance at choice seat locations. | 


Other plays may be added to the 
list later in the season, according | 
‘to Mackie. 


‘lowers, the Theatre Guild and 


American Theatre Society, 


B ways Seasonal Doldrums Easing; 
‘Peep Show’ $37,000, ‘Kate’ $31,700, 
Charley’ $26,500, ‘Wedding’ $12,900 


The steady seasonal boxoffice 
,decline on ‘Broadway began to), 
show signs of levelling off last | 
week. Although the gross level 


slid a bit further to the lowest 


point in several. years, with a 
jcouple of shows taking sizable 
drops, most entries ebbed only 


At state | 


slightly.and several made marked 
gains. Attendance early in the 
week was light, but the midweek 
matinees. were unusually lively. 
and receipts held up through the 
latter part of the week, except 
Saturday (5), when the usual sum- 
mer slump occurred. 

The b.o. sag at “Peep Show,” 
starting two weeks ago, became 
even more marked. However, 
“South Pacific” continues to jam 
in the standee limit at all per- 
formances, while “Kiss Me, Kate” 
perked with the move from the 
Century to the Shubert. ‘Member 
of the Wedding’ bounced up and 
“Where’s Charley?” also spurted. 
The general seasonal upturn is 
due next week. 

The only closing last week was 
the stock presentation of ‘Parisi- 
enne,” which ended a scheduled 
two-week stay at the Fulton, with 
“Lady from the Sea” replacing it 


Monday night (7) as the second 
Festival Theatre offering. 

“Detective Story” folds next 
| Saturday (12), while the vaca- 
| tioning “Mister. Roberts” and 
“Wisteria Trees’ resume next 
Monday night (14) at the Alvin 
and Martin Beck, respectively, and 
“Texas Li'l Darlin’ relights a 
week later, Aug. 21, at the Hel- 
linger. 


will be! 


| (78th wk) 


A second group of drama fol-, 
| $48,244). 
will | 


not have a subscription list this | 


season, according to Antonello. 


tions in the Music Hall. 

Fox Midwest is planning a legit 
season for its Orpheum theatre, 
second season in which house will 
be operated on this policy. 
| will open Oct. 9 with “Death of a 
Salesman” for a week, according 
'to Jimmy Nixon, house manager. 
Other bookings include Katharine 
Hepburn in “As You 
Maurice Evans in “Devil’s Disci- 
| ple,” Shirley Booth in “Come Back, 
| Little Sheba,” and possibly one 
other before the turn of the year. 

Nixon and Leon Robertson, city 


Season | 


Like It,” | 


'wk) (C-$4.80; 1.063; $29,019). 
| Heretofore the group has usually | 
had a season of four or five attrac- | 


manager, are working on other | 


bookings for the balance of the 
year. As during the year previous, 
house, will alternate between legit 
tows ace films, when available. 


| Gallagher Will Star 
| In Musical on Coast 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Skeets Gallagher, who returned 
to the local legit scene some 
months ago for “Goodnight La- 
dies,” has been inked to star in 
a new musical, “High and Dry,” 





| wk) 


which bows Aug. 23 at Las Palmas | 


-here. Norwood Smith and Julie 
Van Zandt have been set for the 
singing leads in the Paul P.| 
Schreibman-Alvin B. Baranoy pro- 
duction. 

Book by Gene Ellis and Scott 
Farnsworth is localed in San Fran- 
cisco. Barney Ide turned out the 
‘lyrics to the Stan Keyawa tunes, 


, 600). 





i 
| 


The total gross for all 15 entries 
last week was $307,100, or 65.16% 
of capacity. 
previous week’s 
$323.300 for 
of capacity. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


total gross of | 
16 shows, or 64.54% 


respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 


tax. 

“Cocktail Party,” Miller (29th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Previ- 
ous week, $11,000; last week 


topped $10,700. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). 
Previous -week, $10,800; last week, 
$10,600. 

“Detective Story,” Broadhurst 

(72d wk) (D-$4.80; 1,160; $29,212). 
Previous week, $10, 000; last week, 


That compared to the | 





(7) to friendly, but generally un- 
| favorable notices, and is scheduled 
for the regular two weeks. 
Future Dates 

“Live Wire,” Aug. 17, Playhouse; 
“The Barrier,” Sept. 16, Mansfield; 
“Daphne Laureola,” Sept. 18, Mu- 
sic Box; “Southern Exposure, - 
Sept. 26, Music Box; “Black Chif- 
fon,” Sept. 27, 48th Street; “Sea- 
son in the Sun,” Sept. 28, Cort; 
“Affairs of State,” Oct. 2, Royale; 
“Giaconda Smile,” Oct. 3, Lyceum; 
“Call Me Madam,” Oct. 9, Imperial; 
“Curious Savage,” Oct. 10, Booth; 
“Legend of Sarah,” Oct. 11, possi- 
bly Fulton; “Lady’s Not for Burn- 
ing,” Nov. 8, Royale; “Guys and 
Dolls,” Nov. 9, 46th Street; “Ring 
"Round the Moon,” Nov. 20, Mo- 
rosco; “Out of This World,” Nov. 
30, Century. 


Salesman’ 226, 
‘Marie’ 516, L.A. 


Aug. 





Hollywood, 
Middle of the summer ae 
found three houses alight last 
week, with profitable business for 
all. “Rose Marie,” third offering 
of the L. A. Civic Light Opera sea- 
son, paced the town in the first 
of its four subscription weeks. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Death of a Salesman,” Biltmore 


(Ist wk) ($3.60; 1,636). Gallery 
seats were hard to sel], so take 
hit only $22,000, despite raves. 


About 80% capacity. 
“Rio Rita,” Greek Theatre (1st 


wk) ($3.60; 4,400). No world- 
| beater, but frame’s $40,000 was 
satisfactory. 


“Rose Marte, ” Philharmonic Aue 
ditorium (lst wk) ($4.80; 2,670). 


| Close to capacity with a smash 


$51,000 for the first of four ses- 


| sions, 
Other parenthetic figures refer, | 


_ deeper in the red at $9, 500; closes 


next Saturday night (12). 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld ‘35th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
Previous week, $42,500; 
last week, under $41,700. 


“Happy Time,” Plymouth (28th 
Pre- 
vious week. $16. 100; week, 
nearly $15,200. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,’ Shubert 


wk) (M-$6; 1,361; $37,000). 


last 


(83d 
Previ- 


‘ous week, $26, 000 at the Century; 
| last week, bettered $31,700 at the | 


Shubert. 


“Member of the Wedding,” 


“Empire (31st wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; 
' $24,000). 
‘last week, $12,°00. 


Previous week, $11, 700. 


“Peep Show,” 


‘6th wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519; $55,200). 


| Previous week, $43,300; last week, 


almost $37,000. 

“Peter Pan,” Imperial (15th wk) 
(M-$4.80; 1,400; $34,750). Previous 
week, $24, 500; last week, $24,900. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (69th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,659: $50,186). Never 
fails to get the limit of standing 
room, which now brings the take 
to almost $50,800. 

“The Consul,” Barrymore (21st 
(M-$4. 80-$6; 1,066; $28,000). 
Previous hr $12,000; last week, 
nearly $12, 

“Tickets, Please,” Coronet (15th 
wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,000). Pre- 
Mey 9 ae $14,400; last week, over 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(94th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $38,700). 
Previous week, $25,300; ‘last week, 
nearly $26,500. 

Stock 


“Medium” and “Telephone” 
Arena (3d wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $10,- 
Previous week, $7,400; last 
| week, $6,200. 

“Pa sienne,” Fulton (2d wk) 
$030) 976; $15,092). Previous week, 

. Jast week, second and final 
me ” about $4,000; second bill, 
“Lady from the ad starring 
Luise Rainer. opened Monday night 


- 


| Manners 


Winter Garden | 


1 





‘MOON’ $22,000, L’VILLE, 
AFTER MOIST OPENER 


Louisville, Aug. 8. 
“New Moon,” Sigmund Romberg 
operetta, fourth in the six-week 
summer musical series at Iroquois 
Amphitheatre, concluded a week’s 
engagement Sunday (6), grossing 
an estimated nice $22, 000. To date & 


‘no performance has been raine 


out, although threatening weather 
has prevailed much of the season. 
Opening performance of “New 
Moon” was given under difficulties. 
Intermittent showers almost ended 
the show, but the cast persisted, 
the audience huddled under the re- 
freshment pergoda and the show 
freshment pergola and the show 
went on. Brian Sullivan and Gail 
headed the cast, with 
comedy support from Buster West 
and Lucille Page. 

“Merry Widow,” with Dorothy 
Sandlin, Arthur Maxwell, Malcolm 
L. Beggs, Alexis Rotov, Earl Wil- 
liam and Marjorie Wellock, is the 
current week’s bill. 


‘Maytime’ Nabs $38,500 
Despite Rainout, Pitt. 


Pittsburgh,Aug. 8. 
Five performances of Sigmund 





, Romberg’s “Maytime” at Pitt Stae 
| dium last week drew an attendance 





of 27,000 and a gross of $38,500 
Opener Monday (31) was rained 
out and threatening weather on a 
couple of other nights took an ade« 
ditional toll. Even so, considering 
the poor advance for this particue 
lar operetta, the take was a please 
ant surprise. Outdoor biz locally 
so far has bettered last year, and 
the 10-week season stands a fair 
chance of hitting the $500,000 mark 
for the first time. 

“Pinocchio,” with Edwin Mile 
chaels in title role, is the current 
attraction and the curtain comes 
down next week with “Annie Get 
Your Gun,” in which Sandra Deel 
and Milton Watson will be co- 
starred. 


Show in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy- rn R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta), 

Hollywood 

“Affairs of State” (C)—Richard 
W. Krakeur and Fred F. Finklee 
hoff; Louis Verneuil,’ direetor: 


the 
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Play on Broadway 


The Lady From the Sea 


Festival Theatre (Sam Wanamaker- 
Terese Hayden), in association with Har- 
riett Ames, presents drama in three acts 
(ive scenes) by Henrik Ibsen. Stars Luise 
Rainer; features Herbert Berghof, Steven 
Hill, Theodore Newton. Directed by Sam 





Wanamaker; art director, Howard Bay; 
settings, May Callas; costumes, Paul du 
Pont. At Fulton, N. Y., Aug. 7, °50; at 
53 top. 
Stemes eae eeeebeeseeendis Eli Wallach 
Bbyngstrand....ccsccee pietnice Steven Hill 
er ce ecnecesecsce RO cannon 
BGIGStA .. cos esavcesteees Joan Chandler 
Dr. Wangel...ccccoseces Herbert Berghof 
Arnholm....ccccccecses: Theodore Newton 
DE ... «sss e0nenbes tons Luise Rainer 
Friman-Johnston...... Jeff Morrow 

As the second bill of its four- 


production stock series (which the 
sponsors hope will develop into a 
repertory operation) Festival The- 
atre presents a sluggish, inaudible 


performance of a_ lesser-known 
Ibsen play, “Lady from the Sea. 
As with the initial presentation, 


“Parisienne,” sympathy with the 
group’s intentions doesn’t obscure 
the fact that the show is disap- 
pointing theatre as well as inade- 
quate boxoffice fare. 

™he play is about a second wife 
w 1 a fixation about the briney 
and a need to be needed by her 
husband and two. stepdaughters. 
I's apparently profound and dra- 
matic, but under Sam Wanamak- 
er’s still-life direction the playing 
is leaden and so confidential that 
it frequently becomes practically 
surreptitious. And since 
Rainer and Herbert Berghof, in 
the two leading parts, both have 
accents, their speech is not always 
intelligible even when it’s audible. 

Miss Rainer is visually lovely, 
though her playing seems always 
on the point of slowing down to a 
complete stop, and Berghof ap- 
pears somewhat preoccupied for a 


Luise | 


man in a domestic jam. But as a 


family friend Theodore Newton: 


speaks up and gives the impression 
of thinking about the lines, Steven 
Hill gives dimension to the role 
of a cheerful consumptive, Anne 
Jackson plays an outspoken girl as 
if she understood the character 
and were interested in what the 
other actors are saying, and Joan 
Chandler is acceptable as a young 
thing who wants to get married 
but has to be coaxed a little. Eli 
Wallach is okay in a garrulous bit, 
but as the seafarer who would take 
the heroine away, Jeff Morrow 
keeps his lines to himself. 

A posteardishly painted  back- 
drop showing Norwegian moun- 
tains, plus a number of set pieces, 
provides the scenery for three lo- 
cales. Hobe. 





Carroll-‘Actor’ $5,300 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 8. 
“Once an Actor,” Rosemary 
Casey play with Leo G. Carroll 
starred, topped the season’s figures 
at the Berkshire. playhouse here 
last week with a gross of $5,300. 
There was a $2.94 top for the 436- 
seat house. 
Two special matinees of the 
Cornelia Otis Skinner one-woman 
show grossed $1,700 last week. All 





seats were at $2. 
Stagehands Picketing 
Great Neck, L. I., Aug. 8. 


The stagehands union, which has 
made abertive efforts this summer 
to gain a foothold in a number oft 
strawhats, is currently picketing 
the Arena theatre, Great Neck, 
N.Y. 

Theatre management 
there’s no need for union 
since no scenery is used. 


claims 
grips, 











“FINIAN’S 





BROWN 


ACTOR 


THE LAMBS, 130 West 44th Street 


LUXEMBURG 2-1515 


Now Playing Finian in 


on the Underground 
Current—WINDSOR THEATRE—Bronx 


Penciled in at Passaic, 


Brighton Beach, 


, (Arranged by Ken Later) 


ALSO 
Presiding William Farnum Night 
SAT., SEPT. 25, IN THE FOLD 


MORE TO FOLLOW 


3S 





RAINBOW" 


Rockville Centre 





roche, Xavier Renoult, Pierre Mondy, 
Christine Caron, Lucien Hubert. Decors, 
Andre Marchand; costumes, Christiane 
Coste; music, Hubert D’Auriol. At The- 
atre De La Huchette, Paris. 
Be PST Aare Claude Gensac | 
Jearnette...ccccseses Monique Delaroche 
1 GUIDES. . wc cccceccvesscees Xavier Renoult | 
Father TUTTYTITi TTT Pierre Mondy 
SES. be neenarceesenss Christiane Caron 
SE 3 6 cup awh s Bees Lucien Hubert 
This shoehorn theatre, situated 











Play Abroad 


Pueelle 
(Virgin) 
Paris, July 29. 
La Compagnie Georges Vitaly presenta- 
tion of Audiberti’s drama in three acts 
and prologue. Staged by Georges Vitaly. 
Features Claude Gensac, Monique Dela- 





on the street made famous by El- 


liot Paul’s “Last Time I Saw 
Paris.’ houses one of the best 
young repertoire companies in 


Paris. Recipients of the works of 
venerable, intellectual playwright 
Audiberti, they get respectful at- 
tention from crix and legit public. 
Handicapped by a tiny stage, they 
have managed to give interesting 
production to Audiberti’s gander 
into the enigma of Joan of Are. 
Coming at a time when the Maid of 
Orleans has been cause for much 
public display and pomp, it has 
timely appeal. 

This is more a tantalizing intel- 
lectual display than a _ cohesive 
dramatic work. It treats Joan in a 
novel manner and the trial scene 
is only touched on in mock parody 
that turns into ironicetragedy. Joan 
is conceived a dual character 
and played by two actresses. 
There is the conflict between the 
warrior and woman. Each act 
treats an aspect of the struggle. 
Joan is shown as a loud, resource- 
ful girl who gets her way by cun- 
ning. She sacrifices her womanli- 
ness for this obsession to lead men 
in battle to free her beloved coun- 
try. There is her effect on her 
harassed -family, on her lover and 
her final martyrdom. 

Unorthodox and weighty play 
gets a fine production, vivid cos- 
tuming and an interesting musical 
score. Though there is only one 
entrance-exit on the stage, move- 
ment and balance is well contained. 
This merits big time production. 
The acting is a mixture of the ex- 
cellent and the ordinary. Claude 
Gensac is fine as the flamboyant 
Joan and Monique Delaroche ef- 
fectively counterpoints her in the 
simple, womanly part. Lucien Tu- 
bert etches a fine portrait as the 
decaying Duke, but Xavier Renoult 
fails to come through in the more 


as 


is 


intense moments as the suffering 
lover. Vitaly has a fine eye for 
composition and movements and 


aided by the excellent costuming 
creates some eye catching pagean- 
try. Music is good counterpoint 
and settings are properly stylized. 
Mosk. 





Legit Followup 





The Drunkard 
(UPTOWN, SEATTLE) 
Seattle, Aug. 2. 

This old meller gets a wonderful 
workout at the Uptown here under 
the auspices of the Windsor Light 
Opera Guild, which has leased the 
house for .July and August. 

Helen Burt, who directs as well 
as doing the role of Mary Wilson, 
turns in a fine job in both cate- 
gories, and she as well as the rest 
of the cast show definitely that lo- 
cal radio talent can handle stage 
roles as well as a mike. John Con- 
don, as Edward Middleton, and Phil 
Sangster, as well as Dowton, are 
KJR staffers, and Bill Griffiths and 
Bud Smalley, who do other roles, 
are KOL regulars. 

Balance of east, topped by Wynn 
Perkins, who does a hilarious, hiss- 
able job as the villain, Cribbs and 
Tootie Mutch as Mrs. Wilson, are 
excellent, drawing boos and cheers 
as necessary. 

Entre-acte olios are handled by 
a good barber shop quartet; by 
Griffiths and Mutch in a period bit, 
“Wait Till the Sun Shines, Nelly,” 
topped by a fast tap routine; by 
Mildred Perkins as La Soubrette 
and Mutch, Burt and Smalley in an 
un-cheesecake “By the Sea.” 

Pace is fine and setting of 
scenes via easel cards keeps the 
mood for a pleasant summer eve- 
ning of casual fun. Reed. 


‘Mr. Jordan’ $5,900, Chevy Chase 
Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Tom Drake, in ‘“‘Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan,” grossed $5,900 at the 
Chevy Chase theatre, Wheeling, 
Ill., for the week ending Sunday 
night (6). There is a promising ad- 
vance for “Harvey” with Burgess 
Meredith, which opens tonight 





‘Tues.). Ilka Chase in “Goodbye, | 


My Fancy” is due next week. 

Jerry Fritz returns as produc- 
tion manager and Sonny Adams as 
stage manager, 


Faith of Our Fathers 
Washington, Aug. 5. 


National Capital Sesquicentennial Com- 
mission presentation of symphonic drama 
in two acts and 18 scenes, by Paul Green. 
| Directed by William Vorenberg; produc- 
| tion executive, L. Poe Leggette; musical 
| director and special music, Richard Dirk- 
| sen; choreography, Barbara Cole; sockepes, 
} iarris; lighting, James 
costumes, Susanne Sherman; 
| ist, Ronald Arnatt, At Sesquicentennial 
| Amphitheatre, Rock Creek Park, Wash- 
ington, Aug. 5, ’50; at $2.40 top. 

George Washington 


Adrian Sayre 
ing; 


Martha Washington.......... Mary Miller | 
SE MANN. J be. wiche:s. 4 0,0-0-0 4.018.089 Jobn Tate 
Thomas Jefferson ..... Orel Leonard 
Alexander Hamilton..William C. Flaherty 
Isaac Bell ..--.-Thomas B. Jones 
First commentator Emery Smith 


Second commentator Davie Rogers 


Paul Green says it was his 
tent in this spectacle to portray 
“the benevolent, enduring, and wise 
and just character of the father of 
our coutry.” To achieve this ob- 
jective and at the same time to 
bring out Washington’s contribution 
to the founding of the Republic, 
Green employs all the techniques 
of the modern theatre and radio. 

Two commentators are used to 
sketch in Washington’s early life 
to the point where he is called on 
to be President. There are flash- 
backs, dream scenes, ballet, folk 
songs, choral music, choreography 
and mob scenes. There is a shift- 
ing of the spotlight, from one set 
to another, while scenery is moved 
for subsequent scenes. Crowds ap- 
pear in colorful costume—for out- 
door gatherings or inside dances. 

Unfortunately, it is essential to 
listen to catch the intended impact 
of “Faith of Our Fathers.” And 
it is here that Green's symphonic 
drama falls short. For nowhere 
throughout the manifold episodes 
of Washington’s struggles to guide 
the young democracy does one feel 
the stuff of drama. It is not that 
the lines do not lend themselves 
to the dynamics of the theatre (al- 
though it sometimes seems that 
way), but rather that there is no 
force behind them. The result is 
a mechanical, amateurish perform- 
ance of material which deserves 
better and stronger interpretation. 

It is stated that it cost approxi- 
mately $90,000 to stage the produc- 
tion, that over 400 costumes had 
to be made at an expense of $22.,- 
000. The cast was recruited largely 
from young aspiring actors and 
actresses in and around Washing- 
ton. Here, of course, is the rea- 
son for the standard of acting in 
“Faith of Our Fathers.” 

It is a pity that the new amphi- 
theatre could not have a more 
auspicious christening. However, 
as many first nighters observed, 
the Sesquicentennial at least be- 
queaths to Washington a magnifi- 
cently designed 4,000-seat outdoor 
theatre which the Nation’s capital 
can put to good use. “Faith” will 
run seven weeks and will be pre- 
sented annually. 


The Long Days 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 2. 


Theatre Guild, Inc., presents a new play 


by Davis Snow. Stars Florence Reed. Di- 
rected by Martin Manulis; setting and 
lighting, Eldon Elder. Production under 


supervision of Theresa Helburn and Law- 
rence Langner. At the Westport (Conn.) 
Country Playhouse, July 31, °50. 

Joan Adams Roberta Jonay 
Charles Adams John Baragrey 
Joe Adams Hugh Reilly 


Marian Adams.....secece- Florence Reed 
ByIVin ARATE... 00cciers Sandra Swanton 
CUES JUD. ace eccees. Jay Sherwood 


Frances Adams Jan Sherwood 


Samuel Adams..........¢ Joseph Sweeney 
ON. £004 004s ch bse aee8 Katharine Bard 
| PPR vere ree ye eke Felicia Cobb 

Grimly authentic, “The Long 
Days,” an earnest first play by 


Davis Snow, belongs to an earlier 


Theatre Guild epoch, when _ its 
audiences did not demand tasty 
theatregoing. Incubated at West- 


port as a possibility for Metropol- 
itan presentation next season, the 
subject matter worried the summer 
theatregoers somewhat but did 
not arouse them. 

For here again is that resolute 
stage figure, that forbidding ma- 
triarch, the possessive parent, who 
fiercely contrives to control all her 
children and their's and keep them 
on the farm. A stern New Eng- 
lander, Mother Adams, as she likes 
to be called, has her hands full in 
“The Long Days.” P 

Her eldest son has long since 
sought distant horizons and her two 
other boys, to escape bondage, have 
taken to the bottle. And the wife 
of one of them, a well-meaning 
slattern, has been driven insane 
by the old lady. 

Thwarted by her own offspring, 
Mother Adams turns to the next 
generation ere “The Long Days” 
ends and whispers blandishments 
into the ears of her grandchildren 
to keep them with her on the farm 
she adores. Another rebellious | 
| daughter-in-law, attempting to free 
; the Adams men from their yoke 
_provokes the tragic climax in 
| which the doyenne kills her second 
| Son and collapses into madness. 
The author has a good, quick 
flair for the theatre, as proven by 
his apt dialogue, his knowing 
characterizations and his use of 
| that sometimes perilous technic, 


- 
-* 


Var- | 
organ: | 


...Charles McClelland | 


in- | 


Strawhat Reviews 


the flashback, with which he is 
successful. That seemingly New 
| England’s spare dramatic soil has 
| been plowed too often by O'Neill, 
| Glaspell, Wharton, ete. 

Nor has the author had the com- 
| plete cooperation of the casting 
director this time, though the di- 
rection of Martin Manulis is both 
fluent and acrid. Miss Reed, with 
| unexpected restraint, is moderate- 
ly successful as the dominating 
mother, When the direction per- 
mits her, however, the proceedings 
take on theatrical zip. John Bara- 
grey becomes a handsome weak- 
ling. As the defiant youth who 
fled the brood, he mellows appro- 





priately if not convincingly into 
the one token his mother can 
clasp. 


Miss Roberta Jonay, shifted from 
the Theatre Guild's music forces, 
gasps through the role of the in- 
dignant ingenue and Hugh Reilly 
is fine as the tragic Joe Adams. 
who is killed. His scenes with his 
peasant wife give the play its only 
true warmth. Katharine Bard, as 
the defective daughter - in - law, 
enriches the play with her skillful 
playing. 

The setting, particularly, a soar- 
ing backdrop seems like a mid- 
westerner’s idea of New England. 

Doul. 


Off-B’way Show 


Ktehed in Granite 
(43 SIXTH AVENUE) 

Unconvincing trom both the 
story and performance standpoint, 
Ivan Becker's “Etched In Granite” 
makes for tedious viewing. Put on 
by Originals Only, play is beirg 
given on a cuffo basis, with volun- 
tary donations from the audience. 

Yarn deals with a soldier who 
returns after the last war to his 
Chicago home with an English wife 
and child. His mother, who lost 
another son in the war, feels the 
British are partially responsible for 
his death and makes life pretty 
difficult for her daughter-in-law. 
Besides not liking the gal for her 
nationality, she would also have 
preferred her son to marry a rich 
neighborhood girl he’d been dating. 

Sala Staw’s direction is heavy- 
handed, while thesping for the 
most part is run-of-the-mill. Work 
is being offered via arena staging. 

Gros. 

















Lovely Vermont Home and 


Summer Theatre for Sale 
Unusually attractive Cape Cod Colonial com 
pletely restored Furnished, Suitabie two 
families separate entrances. Main house 
three bedrooms, three baths, central heating, 
oil furnace, copper pipe plumbing, siate roof. 
insulated, aill-year house. Connecting three 
bedrooms, two with lavatories, bath, kitchen- 
ette and modern summer theatre, intimate, 
with sound-proof eontrol room in rear, large 
flying area, plus side aleove stages, modern 
yet atmospheric. (Town needs movie). Double 
garage, barbecue terrace beside all-year run- 


ning brook. in the tovely village of Newfane, 
Vermont, near Brattleboro with easy train 
connections New York and Boston. Great 


bargain at $18,000 — contact Palmer Field, 
Belvedere, Marin County, California, 
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WINTER STOCK 
LOCATION 


Write, Phone or Wire 
GUY PALMERTON 


Play House, Worcester, Mass. 
$F O4 4446444466464 66 0664% 


STUDIO FOR RENT 


49th St. and 7th Ave. 
NEW YORK 
22 Rooms - Attractive 
Facing 7th Ave - Elevator 
Telephone JUdson 2-2309 


% +4444 44444 


























STENOGRAPHER 
MALE* 


AVAILABLE WEEK-ENDS 
Call WAdsworth 7-7196 (After 9 p.™-) 
Or Write BOX V-9875, VARIETY 
154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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Bird Does-a Judge Crater 

Justin Gilbert, film critic of the 
N. Y. Daily Mirror and a collector 
of rare birds, is offering a $50 
reward for the return of a red 
macaw. Gilbert, whose domicile 
houses numerous tropical and ex- 
otic fowl, took the macaw on his 
roof Saturday (5) for some sun and 
it flew off. He has since made 
appeals to Gotham birdwatchers 
to watch for the missing parrot 
via radio and tele stations, includ- 
ing WJZ, WPIX, WABD and 
WOR. 


So far he hasn’t gotten the bird. | 





Ken McCormick's 2-In-1 
Doubleday editor-in-chief Ken 
McCormick, who is taking up six 
weeks residence in Nevada “for the 
usual reason,” will hole in at Lake 


Tahoe working on a flock of accu- | 


mulated mss. 

The McCormicks have been mar- 
ried 13 years and since the book 
publisher finds it more convenient, 
than his estranged wife, to do the 
Nevada hegira he is taking the trip 
so that she can take care of their 
two children. It’s an amicable 
split, obviously. 





Co-Copyright Ownerships 
Arthur Gordon, ex-Good House- 


keeping and Cosmopolitan editor, | 


whose first novel, “Reprisal” has 
been published by Simon & Schus- 
ter, is another who jointly copy- 
rights his works in the names of 


his wife, Pamela, and himself. H. | 


Allen Smith and Nelle Smith are 
another man-wife  co-copyright 


CHATTER 
Bob Considine left for Tokyo to 


the Hearst papers. 


lance scribe, off to Europe iast 
week on the Ile de France. 


Phillip Schweidel of Paul Tausig 


Columbia Lecture Bureau. 





Francisco office to manage the Los 


John R. Tunis, novelist and free- | 


‘' from some point of vision above 





cover the Far Eastern fracas for | 


tists of history have looked with 


to “Oedipus Rex” and “Othello” in 
its “god-like glimpse of humanity 
the struggle. The famous drama- 
a single and courageous eye at 


broken lives, and have found their 
most poignant themes where po- 





tentialities of nobility and unusual 
gift and promise become entangled 
in disaster.” 


He added, “Our conclusion must 


| be that ‘Streetcar’ is the work of a 
| gifted artist who treats his theme 


Sons named travel agent for | 


with seriousness and_ integrity,” 


‘and he concluded, “So far as Syd- 


Bill Best shifted from the San! 


Angeles bureau for United Press. | 


| Malcolm Muir, prez of News- 
week mag, in from a European 
|trip Sunday (6) on the Queen 
| Elizabeth. 
| Jaik Rosenstein, legman for 
Hedda Hopper, will have his “Hol- 
lywood Leg Man” tome published 
by Madison on Sept. 8. 
At persuasion of friends, John 
| F. Royal, NBC veepee, planning a 
| book called “Brain Pickers.” It’s 
to be autobiog in content. 
| Marian Spitzer has new book 
' coming out soon on life of a shut- 
;in. Random House publishing, and 
| it deals with her own illness. 
Robert Louis Taylor sailing for 


ney’s morals’ being’ corrupted, 
there is a hope that the impact of 
this drama may unseal the foun- 
tain of pity, and awaken compla- 
cent people to the terror and haz- 


|; ard of the world in which they 


live.” 

Most extreme condemnation of 
“Streetcar” came from another 
minister, Rev. Alan Walker, of the 
Waverly Methodist Mission here. 
Asserting that he had seen the 
drama in New York last year, he 
called it “sordid, poor art and quite 
immoral.” He added, “It is sex 


| unadorned, and the level of the 


England where he’ll start work on | 


'an informal biog of 
Churchill. Doubleday will publish. 

Thomas B. Costain, novelist-his- 
torian, en route to Britain on the 
Media for research on his: upcom- 
|ing tome on English history, “The 
Pageant of England.” 


Peggy and J. P. McEvoy on the 


} 


team, with an eye to tax purposes. | westbound voyage of the new flag- 


The practise is growing. The Kyle 
Crichton book, “The Marx Bros.” 


(Doubleday), in turn is co-COPy- | forthcoming production, 


ship, the Liberte (nee Europa). 


Winston | 


play is so low that it makes no real | 
contribution to the problem of 
human relationship.” 

The four leads in the show, all 
from the U. S., are Viola Keats, ! 


| Arthur Franz, Adele Longmire and 


| 


Screenplays of Herbert Kline’s | 


“Tales | 


righted in the names of Arthur| From Afar,” based on three Jack | 
Harpo Marx, Chico Marx, Groucho | London stories, will be published | 


Marx, Zeppo Marx and Gummo) jn book form, illustrated by stills | 


Marx—spelled just that way, in- 
dicating that Harpo alone has} 
given himself a square handle, and | 
that the others have legally adopted 
their professional names. 





Handel Looks at Audiences 
The fine art of climbing inside 


the skull of the average filmgoer | 


(if there be any such animal) is 
treated to a thorough rundown by 
Leo A. Handel in “Hollywood 


from the film. 


Lionel Barrymore’s 


: Fos Continued from page 57 | 
| French Line both ways, sailing last |" wT 


week and to return on the maiden | 


Russell Hardie. 











Actors’ Pay 




















tors are star percentages of the 


| gross, but not shares of the profits. 


Rehearsal pay is excluded, but the | 
required two weeks’ pay for one- 
week runs is included. And in- 
cluded in the actor classification 
are singers, dancers, stage man- 
agers and members of the Ameri- 


autobiog, | can Guild of Variety Artists work- 


written with an assist from Cam-| ing in either “Howdy, Mr. Ice of, 


eron Shipp (who also collabbed 
with Billie Burke on her autobiog), 
due off Avpleton-Century-Croft’s 
presses in January. 

Budd Schulberg’s “The Disen- 
| chanted” having been picked as a 
| Book-of-the-Month Club selection, 
| its publication by Random House 


| 


1950,” 
Spain.” | 
The author classification also in- | 


“Blackouts” or “Night in 


‘cludes composers, lyricists, libret- | 


Looks at Its Audience” (U. of Illi- | 2aS been postponed. It will prob- 
nois Press). For the film exec who | -— be a ae elias 

probably has his own opinions on | iy “CR re for Laib KC 
the efficacy of polls, previews and | ag a ee gee: tgy oll 
meters designed to plumb the pic | ich Times-Cutlook a at 
customer’s wants as well as the d in the fall i Be 
non-industryite with more than a | TEPPEe In the fall Issue on ueca 


assing interest in the medium, | Bucky Stories with “So Long, | 


andel’s latest treatise is a sound |” 




















register while others only plague 
their distribs. 

In its 227 pages of text, the Han- 
del book compactly sets forth 
the varied methods of audience re- 
search. Handel carefully clocks not 
only the different types of tests 
for patron preference that can be 
made before, during and after a 
film is lensed but also the impor- 
tance of controls to prevent the 
skull-counter from wandering onto 
false trails. Much of his conclu- 
sions are bulwarked by charts and 
figures garnered on specific films 
in the past. 

Author systematically describes 
the complicated machinery of audi- 
ence-statistics gathering such as the 
Lazarsfeld-Stanton analyzer; Cirlin 
Reactograph; Schwerin system, etc. 
He also delves into audience pref- 
erences for stories, players, adver- 
tising, titles and other ingredients 
of the finished film. His sidelights 
throw a beam on the varying reac- 
tion to censorship, double features, 
smoking and drinking in pictures 
and a dozen other problems which 
have bemused and bewitched the 
industry since Adolph Zukor took 
a chance on Sarah seme 

it. 


investment. In it may be the cue to 
why some promising pix load the | 





Goldberg’s ‘Girl Reporter’ 
Hyman Goldberg’s “How I Be- 
came a Girl Reporter” (Double- 
day) is a compendium of his Sun- 
day supplement pieces, edited and 
expanded, but all dealing with that 
old Sunday supplement topic — 


maidenhood. As noted in the Table | 


of Contents, chapters No. 3, 5, 7, 


9. 11, 13, 15, 17, 24 and 26 are 
identically titled “Girls, Girls, 
Girls.” There’s plenty of verbal 


cheesecake on_ pulchritude’_ in 
niteries, model agencies, pic stu- 
dios, Broadway dressing rooms, 
draved on incoming ship rails, ete. 

The N. Y. Sunday Mirror Maga- 
zine scribbler writes breezily and 
has an amusing anecdotal style, 
which provides light reading mat- 
ter for train or bedside. He in- 
cludes plenty of show biz names, 
e.g. Maria Montez, Ava Gardner, 
Virginia Mayo, Elizabeth Taylor, 


etc., and there is some colorful 
commentary on this genre of 
journalism. == ——ss—|_—s Bri, 


alll a 


Schwartz 


Continued from page 57 








ily is the fact that the standard 
Hebrew Actors Union contract re- 
quires certain job guarantees and 
other factors not encountered on 
the English-language stage. 


Since its inception shortly after 
World War I, Yiddish Art theatre 
has become’ world - renowned. 
Schwartz has travelled extensive- 
ly throughout Europe and South 
America and the sizable profits 


York operation to keep it going. 


|tion ‘‘Bird of Paradise” and is mull- 
ing other film offers. He’s also 
interested in doing some legit work 
locally and may perhaps produce 
some of the foreign plays to which 
he acquired rights during his 
travels. 


still has hopes of keeping the Yid- 





of 151 productions, he has made 


| bution in that direction. So far, 





from such ventures have been fun- | 
nelled right back into the New) 


Schwartz currently is playing a_ 
key role in the 20th-Fox produc- | 


'ment and profits taking the rest. 


Veteran actor-producer, however, | 


probably the largest single contri- | 


| however, no one has suggested a | 


| method of licking the basic prob- 
| lem—the rapid disappearance cf a 
| potential audience which knows the 
| language. 











‘Streetcar’ 


—me Continued from page 57 











|London by the Arts Council of 
| Great Britain and that it had been 
| performed in England, the U. S., 


| grant pay waivers during one-week | 


tists and sketch writers. In most | 
cases the royalty total takes ac-' 
count of weeks when royalties were | 
waived, but in a few instances roy-| 


| 


alty waivers or cuts were not gen-| 


erally known. Same applies to di- 
rectors, but probably less so to 
choreographers, who are not usual- 
ly asked to cut royalties. The total 
paid to directors covers all royal- 
ties, but not advance fees. And 
neither the aathor nor director to- 
tals include shares of the profits. 


In the case of stagehands and 
musicians, their unions do not) 
layoffs, as Equity and Chorus! 
Equity do. The totals paid to stage- | 
hands and musicians are inclusive, | 
regardless of whether the men) 
were on theatre or production | 
payrolls. 

Broadway’s total revenue during | 
the 1949-50 season—that is the to-| 
tal amount grossed by all shows— 
was $28,614,500. On that basis 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 
By Frank Scully 


Loco, Ga., Aug. 6. 

Browsing through an American Medical Assn. Journal I was stopped 
by an ad which described a batch of psycho case-histories which a pub- 
lisher was peddling at a fancy figure to doctors who were crazy enough 
to throw money away on a fellow-madman. 

The editor listed them as “beautifully described short stories of some- 
one’s problems in adjusting to an environment in which fate had cast 
him.” They sounded as alluring as an Omnibook digest of Dostoievsky’s 
“Crime and Punishment.” 

But I didn’t go for them. And now I know why. I’m suffering from 
xenophobia. This you will find described in Scully’s Psychiatric Word 
Book of Hollywood under X: 








x 
Xanthalline Complex—Suspicion that producers of Malayan and 
Chinese pictures are tull of C-37 H-36 N-2 O-9, and that the natives 
become yellow from smoking opium. 
Xanthicophobia—Fear of yellow. Critics who by-passed “She Wore 
a Yellow Ribbon,” “Yellow Jack,” “The Yellow Cab Man,” and even 
Jack Benny when he used to say “Yellow again, this is Jack Benny.” 
Xanthineurosis—Derived from xanthine, a white microcrystalline ni- 
trogenous compound (C-2 H-4 N-4 U-2, if you must have the inside on 
these things) which gets in the blood stream and causes one of two 
things: either gout or race prejudice. 
Xanthomatic Delusion—Common to grandmas who invariably claim 
they were married at 15 and try their first facelift at 70 and a new 


growth of skin (which comes out slightly raised and yellowish) at 75. 


They _ buy a drink for anybody who tells them they don’t look a day 
over 38. 

Xanthoxylum Psychosis—Characters who drink the rootbark of a 
prickly ash and begin barking up the wrong tree. Common to actors 
who have been cast too often opposite Lassie. 

Xanthydroi—A colorless crystalline alcohol. Used by stews when 
directors have ordered them to drink water to simulate gin and bitters. 

Xanthocyanopsia—lInability to perceive red and green—the most 
common form of color blindness. Seems to plague Hollywood worse 
than the common cold after every war. 

X-Chromosome—Sex chromosome found in certain plants and animals 
which foretells whether offspring will be male or female. Used by 
Hollywood fortune-tellers to predict to picture stars what will happen 
if they marry, only to learn after five daughters are born that the law 
doesn’t work among human beings. 

Xebecian Bender—Derived from a Mediterranean vessel with a long 
overhanging bow. Used in the old days by pirates who seemingly drank 
anything and needed long, overhanging bows for their hangovers. Com- 


|mon to Sunset Strip habitues. 


Xemia—Dipsomaniacs have minutely deccribed for years a small 
blackheaded gull having a forked tail with which they needle the vic- 
tim. Recently it was discovered there is such a bird in the Arctic 
regions. Leach discovered him in 1819. When brought to the patient’s 
bed, both the stew and the psychiatrist sober up almost instantly. 

Xenophobia—Anxiety in the presence of strangers. If this anxiety 
is overcompensated and becomes its opposite, you have the sort of brass 
that is frequently confused with showmanship. 

Xenium—Present given to a guest or stranger. 
fornia hospitality, a mickey finn, for instance. 

Xeninophobia—Fear that a visitor from the old home town may carry 
with him the old Greek belief as to what hosts owe guests. Jack Benny, 
|on having his doorbell rung, not by Ronald Colman, but by some char- 
acter from Waukegan, III. 
| Xenobiosis—Species of ants that live together but do not rear their 
| young in common. In the Hollywood nepotism syndrome. 
| | Xenogenesis Complex—A mild psychotic symptom often seen in pro- 

ducers who hold all writers who can speak a clear, understandable 
English, sans Balkan overtones, as highly suspect and incompetent to 
boot. They generate offspring varying in character and in their life- 
cycle, causing the sort of suspicion that may very easily become a plot 
for a Goldwyn picture. 

Xenoglossis—Mastery by a patient of a real language which it is al- 
leged the patient never had a chance to learn. Van Johnson’s French in 
“Battleground,” which was learned apparently by osmosis, the way the 
eggs he stole learned about grounded airborne troops. 

Xenolithic Urge—Derived from a fragment of rock found in another 
rock. Impulse back of indies who follow pictures like “Battleground” 
boned “Battleground Fights Back” and “Pinky” with “Daughter of 

inky.” 

Xenomania—Inordinate attachment to foreign customs, manners, 
fashions, pictures. Xenomaniacs are found mostly among the Holly- 
wood critics. 

Xenophthalmia—Conjunctivitis due to a foreign body in the eye. 


In the realm of Cali- 


actors received 26.78% of the total,; Common to producers who keep scanning foreign pictures looking for 


stagehands 9.97%, authors 7.82%, | 
musicians 6.66%, managers and} 
pressagents 2.43%, directors 
1.83%, boxoffice men .99%, chore- | 
ographers .35%. Theatre rentals 
absorbed the largest part of the 
balance, with advertising, producer 
office expense, rental of equip-| 











Big 10 TV 


t——— Continued from page 1 ee 


and WWJ-TV will handle field 

















dish theatre alive.. With a record Work for Detroit theatre. 


Par will spend estimated $200,- 
000 equipping houses for theatre 
TV. Paramount intermediate film 
storage process will be installed 
in Detroit and in two B&K houses. 
In third Chi house, RCA direct pro- 


' jection system will be used. 


| Paris and in Melbourne and Ade-— 
|laide without apparent harm. He/| 


'added that in reserving the right 


|to make the final decision in cen- | 
| sorship cases he is carrying out the 


| letter and spirit of the Theatres 
| and Public Halls Act, which he 
_ administers. 


| 


Rev. Tory’s report, which was games. Big Ten ban permits only 
, made public, compared “Streetcar” delayed film telecasts, 


Agreement between Par and 
Big Ten is only for 1950 season 
with conference stressing experi- 
mental nature of deai. Financial 
agreement between parties is being 
held in abeyance pending com- 
pletion of season. Special admis- 
sion prices will be charged for 
theatre screenings. B&K prexy 
John Balaban and Robert O’Brien, 
Par secretary-treasurer, spear- 
headed negotiations, which ex- 
tended over several months. 


Par hopes to use Big Ten games 
to show potential of theatre TV 
and to lay groundwork for a na- 
tional system. As part of deal, 
WBKB will air delayed films of 


another Hedy Lamarr. 

Xenorhynchus Complex—Belief of Disney employees that babies are 
borne by saddle-billed storks which are known to exist in Africa. 

Xenurusian Sign—An armadillo that has 13 movable parts and still 
manages to hold together. Credo of producers who tear scripts apart 
and by writers who fight for some semblance of continuity in the 13 
movable parts of their stories. 

Xerophthalmia—A lusterless condition of pictures usually blamed on 


the picturegoer’s eyeball and the lack of Vitamin A in popcorn. 


Xerostomic Phobia—Dryness in the mouth. Fear felt by Friars on 
learning George Jessel is going to call on them for a gay half hour’s 
talk on the humor of Stephen Leacock. 

Xerotesian Symbol—A dry habit of the body. Felt by directors when 
about to looseri up a scene with a cocktail sequence, only to remember 
that the picture is about Kansas and the WCTU is still a going concern. 

Xerotripsis—Dry friction. Common to rival producers on the same 
lot, especially when both are forced to wait for a table at Chasen’s 
and can think of nothing to say except how lousy the other guy’s last 
picture was. 

XI—Fourteenth letter of the Greek alphabet. Considered super- 
fluous by Nick the Greek who stopped at 12 and concentrated on 7. 

Xipodymus Delusion—Belief of an old picture star, about to be 
replaced, that the young import from the New York stage is a double 
monster with united pelvic and thoracic cavities and two badly mated 
legs. 

Xitoalba—The underworld. 
Cohen sells ties. 

X-O Tests—Worry tests. A cross is used if the item is worried about, 
and a circle if the item is more worried about than other items. Used 
by Hollywood playboys in making up their date-lists. 

Xylose—A sugar obtained from beechwood and used to sweeten 
beachcombers, critics and censors. 

Xylotherapy—Treatment by the application of certain words. Belief 
that Lolly Parsons’could be yanked from a coma by Hedda Hopper’s 
shouting “My first exclusive!”, that L. B. Mayer, if suffering from a 
sight defect, could immediately bring about his own correction on see- 
ing merely the words “Metro-Goldwyn presents” on a program, or that 
Barbara Stanwyck could be made an Xerotic and never cry again if the 
word “Oscar!” were shouted every time she reached for a hankie. 

Xypostein—A glucosid obtained from berries and, because it is toxic 
as well as sweet, long believed to be the drink most favored by George 
Jean Nathan. 

Xyster Rash—Imagined by femmes who think of a surgeon’s rasp 
every time Candy Candido reaches for a low note, or Vaughn Monroe 
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Broadway 


Sol Jaffe (& Jaffe), theatrical 
barrister, another Westport com- 
muter. 

Paul Gerard Smith scripting a 
new vaude and video act for Cynda 
Glenn. 

Ted (the Compleat Angler) Wal- 
lerstein, prexy of Columbia 
Records, would rather talk fishing 
than waxing. 

Metro producer Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr., planes into Gotham to- 
morrow (Thurs.) for a_ three-day 
business trip. 

Howard Dietz, Metro’s ad-pub 
veepee, due to arrive in New York | 
teday (Wed.) after a week's visit to 
the Culver City lot. 

Hotels and niteries feeling the | 
diminution of tourism abroad, be-| 
cause of the war crisis. Usually | 
pre-voyagers did the town in gala 
manner. 

Jack McInerney, publicity direc- 
tor of the N.Y. and Brooklyn Para- 
mount theatres, resting at home 
following hospitalization for a 
heart attack. 

Arthur Kober remaining east 
another month working on the 
musicalization of his “Having 
Wonderful Time” which will now 
be called ‘“‘Wish You Were Here.” 

Lynn Farnol to Los Angeles and 
San Francisco Friday (11) for Rod- 
gers & Hammerstein, Loew’s In- 
ternational and other publicity 
clients. Returns next Wednesday 
(16). 

Jerry Pickman, Paramount’s as- 
sistant ad-pub chief, back in New 
York after three-week visit to the 
Coast and Tucson, where he super- | 
vised the world preem of Par’s 
“The Furies.” 

First Loew theatre man called 
to the colors is Frank Miller, as- 
sistant manager of Loew’s Commo- 
dore, a captain in the Army Air 
Force Reserve. 

Thornton Freeland, _ director, 
back to London yesterday (Tues.) 
on the Queen Mary, while his wife, 
June, musicomedy actress, clipper- 
ed over ahead of him, because of 
business pressure. 

Frank Sinatra came back from 
London just long enough for a 
“welcome home” shindig at Toots 
Shor’s, hosted by Columbia Rec- 
ords, and then back by air to Eu- 
rope for 10 days. 

Actor Charles Coburn trekked 
to Goshen, N. Y., Monday (7), as 
honor guest of a reception tendered 
him following a sneak preview of 
Universal’s ‘‘Louisa’”’ for benefit of 
the Goshen hospital. 

Mrs. Toots (‘Baby’) Shor will | 
bill their third child, and first | 
son, born last week, Rory Bernard | 
Shor. The boniface’s square handle | 
is Bernard Shor, which has oft-' 
times induced « GBS paraphrase. | 

Julian Berman, Metro’s manager | 
in Cuba, while in New York on va-| 
cation took time out this week to. 
become a U. S. citizen. Berman, | 
originally of Polish nationality, | 
formerly managed for M-G in both | 
China and the Philippines. 

Cast of “Kiss Me, Kate’ will be 
on hand tomorrow (Thurs.) for this 
month’s bi-monthly theatre party 
held for the benefit of the Ameri- 





can Theatre Wing at the Hotel | boat. 
Plaza’s Rendez-Vous Room. Last | 


| 


of these summer benefits will be 
held Aug. 24. 
Waldorf-Astoria exec : 
Philippe AirFranced to Paris for 
a month, but took extra precaution 
of a Spanish visa and some extra 
petrol for his car—which he had 
already shipped ahead—just in 
case there’s urgency to cross the 
Spanish border in a hurry. 
Billy Reed’s Little Club boom- 


ing because, as he has figured out, | 


the weekend closings o€ the Cotony 
and 21, the Sunday closing of El 
Morocco, the closing of Voisin, 
and other pre-Labor Day hiatuses, 
gives him and the Stork almost 
exclusivity on any weekend busi- 
ness. 

Janet Madden chairwomaning 
the women’s division for Sister 
Kenny campaign and her husband, 
NBC veepee Ed Madden, heads the 
AM-TV sector for the same cause. 

Milton Berle back from a week’s 
plane trip to Paris. Also in from 
Europe are Bob Goldstein and pub- 
licist Mack Millar. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


Franny Murray, sports broad- 
caster for WIBG, has been named 
intercollegiate director of athletics 
at Penn Univ. 

Tony LaPata, currently with the 
Commercialaires combo at Ciro’s, 
will play first trombone for the 
Buffalo Symphony next season. 

Norman Black, WFIL musical 
director, will direct the ABC or- 
chestra for the “Stop the Music” 
show Friday (11) at the Municipal 
Stadium, in connection with the 
Pennsylvania State American Le- 
gion convention. 

Robin Hood Dell receipts will be 
about 5% less than the budget, 


| stars at the same time, 


ae | 


was due to postponement of 12 of 
the season’s 18 concerts in Philly’s 
open-air concert stadium. 

The Philadelphia Daily News is 
sponsoring “Johnny Night,” which 
combines a one-hour variety show 
with the Phillies-Giants baseball 
game at Shibe Park, Thursday 
night, Aug. 11. Proceeds go to the 
Variety Club’s (Tent 13) Camp for 
Handicapped Childrem® 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 
Dave Stein to the Ventce Film 
Festival. 
Stella Adler and her daughter | 


to Venice. 
The Gilbert Comtes to Lido for 





a vacation. 
Book publisher Louis 
prepping trip to U. S. 
Lex Barker back from Nairobi, | 


Africa, where he did Tarzan lio- 
cation material. 
Buddy Baer had to lose 30 


pounds to play the lion-wrestler | 
in pic “Quo Vadis.” 

Virginia Davis to Biarritz; then | 
to Yugoslavia in September, 
turning to Paris in October. 


London 


Vic Oliver named as honorary 
trustee of the Variety Artists Fed- 
eration. 

Mischa Auer, who has arrived 
here with his wife, started a vaude 
tour last Monday. ° 

Lisa Kirk being dickered for 
London nitery to open Oct. 2 for 
four weeks with options. 

Robert S. Wolff, RKO Radio top- 
per, back from fortnight in Scot- 
land where resting on medico’s 
orders. 

Will Mahoney booked for entire 
Moss Empires and Stoll circuits, 
opening for two weeks at London 
Palladium in September. 

Hyman Zahl off to Paris and 
Copenhagen to line up itinerary 


Nagel | for foreign acts and interchange of 
|American and English acts there. 


Julie Wilson tossed farewell 
party on her last night at Embassy 
Club; now on Riviera vacation be- 
a sailing home next Saturday 
(12). 


David Lean’s 


Jacques Haik, who has recovered Wreck of. faster-than-sound air- 


his theatres le Francais 
l’Olympia, now likely will get back | 


and | craft. 


Bob and Marianne Conyot, 


his Normandie on Champs Elysees.| caught by Harry Foster at out-of- 


Before leaving for the Riviera| way vaude house, booked by him | 
to film “Atholl K,” scenarist Rene |for new Olsen and Johnson Broad- | 
Johannon,| way revue. 
| Laurel and Hardy, Suzy Delair and | 


Wheler, director Leo 
Max Elloy throwing a_ cocktail | 
party for the press. 
Edouard Arrondeau found in his ! 
taxi a handbag containing $15,000 | 
in cash and jewels which had been | 
dropped by Blanche Tobler, wife 
of a Swiss-American. He returned 
it the next day, and received $30 
plus pair of nylons for the frau. 
First ballerina in Paris Opera 


| history to be also booked as a 


Singer is Micheline Bardin, cur- 
rently off to South America with 
the Opera ballet company. She 
will start singing .in October, in} 
Paris, and remain one of the ballet 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


| 1935, 


Gayne (Bob) Dexter, publicity di- | 


rector for Warner Bros. here since 
resigned because of ill 
health. Jack Francis, company’s 
exploitation chief, took over. 
“Annie Get Gun” chalked up 


inew record at Empire, Leicester 
| Square, by being first pic to play 
| six weeks since vaudftlm 
|'was introduced last Christmas. 


Italian producer Sigante and 
playwright Galdieri signed Erin de 
Selfa and Dorab Bivandi, song and 
dance duo, to appear in new Italian 
revue opening in Milan, Sept. 15. 

Johnny Firman, head of Bert 


|Feldmans, sold a pop song of two 


decades ago titled “If You Are 
Irish, Come Into the Parlor,” by 


Shaun Glenville, to Lou Levy, 
| Leeds Music Co. Song, brought 
|up-to-date, recorded by Denris 


Slim Bryant and his Wildcats | Day. 


celebrated 10th anni on KDKA. | 

Richard Murphy, reserve officer, | 
first Playhouse actor called to ac-| 
tve duty. | 

Carousel doing without Jackie | 
Heller for two weeks while he’s 
Cape Codding. 

Harris Amusement Co. staff in 
Atlantic City for get-together with 
Arena Managers on “Ice-Capades.” 

Joan Evans and Ruth Hussey 
both due in shortly to plug “Our 
Very Own” and “Louisa,” respec- 
tively. 

Aaron Krochmal, former Eagle- | 
Lion exploiteer, joined Rothman- | 
Gibbons ad agency as account ex- 
ecutive. 


San Francisco 
By Ted Friend 





Earl Garner at Longbar Show- 


George Shearing playing at 
Ciro’s. 

Freddy Martin orch penciled in 
for Aug. 29 opening in Mural Room 


of St. Francis hotel. 


Ricky’s throwing champagne | 


soiree for entire ‘South Pacific” 
cast following opening perform- 


|} ance, 


The Andrews Sisters into Vene- 
tian Room of Fairmont Hotel. 

The Lunds and Martha Wright 
to the Mark Hopkins. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Art Lund and Jimmy McPart-| 
land at St. Paul Flame. 


“Polly With a Past” underlined 


‘by _Edyth Bush Little theatre. 


| Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 


'Romo Vincent with Jimmy Ellys 


/orch. 
| Excelsior Park holding annual 
| Miss Minnesota contest, winner to 
be sent to Atlantic City pageant. 

| Ozzie Wells joining Dorothy 
{Lewis Ice Show now in its ninth 
week at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 


Terrace. 
| Cedric Adams, local and CBS 
radio personality and newspaper 
;columnist, has taken on another 
/WCCO radio program, “Dinner 
with the Adamses,” with his wife 
and children participating, broad- 
_ cast from his home. 


| . . 
| Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 


| The Duke and Duchess of Wind- 
sor at the Hotel du Cap. 





Liz Taylor and Nick Hilton to} 
Rome, but planning a return visit | 
| to Cannes on the way back from 


| Italy. 
| Rita Hayworth, after returning 


from her Italian cruise, took off | 


'for Deauville, 





| 


Chicago 


Marion Weeks joined “Two 
Blind Mice” as understudy. 

Piper Laurie is in town for 
ballyhoo on her current pic, 
“Louisa.” 


Radio producer Philip Lord was 


injured in an auto accident here 
last week. 
Bob Hope and William 


'cago Federation of Labor celebra- | 


tion at Soldier’s Field, Sept. 4. 
Dmitri Tiomkin, musical direc- 
tor of “The Men,” in Chi for spe- 


cial exploitation work on_ film, 
which preems at the Grand, 
Aug. 30. 

Betty Hutton will report to) 


Ringling Bros.’ winter quarters in 
Sarasota, Fla., in February for 


work on Cecil B. DeMille’s “The | 
| Greatest Show on Earth.” 


Actress Helen Craig, wife of 
John Beal, who currently heads 
Chi ‘‘Lend an Ear’ company, is 


slated for “Dear Brutus” role op- 
posite Brian Aherne 
Mass. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Eileen Darby in Saturday (4) to 
shoot Music Circus for Life. 
Joe Magee of Wm. Morris office 


down to gander Playhouse and Mu- | 


sic Circus. 
Victor Jory 


| East Hampton. Trouping in station 


/estate near Paoli, Pa. 


wagon and trailer with “Spider.” 

Arthur Hanna sold Buckingham 
Valley farm recently and moved to 
Still com 
muting to Gotham. “ 

Laurence Schwab down Tuesday 
for confab with St. John Terrell. 


| May move Music Circus operation 


to Tampa this winter. 


Phyllis Perlman to N. Y. last 
week to confab with partner 
Marian Byram on_ forthcoming 


Gibbs’ play, “Season in the Sun,” | 


which they are drumbeating. 

Joe Peloquin, head canvas man 
for Lambertville tent (proud it 
held off the torrents during the 
cloudburst Thursday (3). Music 
| Circus had matinee on schedule. 


Australia 


_ By Eric Gorrick 

Bernie Freeman, Metro topper 
here, visiting the U.S., London and 
Continent. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” is now 
|in its fourth year here, with Evie 
| Hayes, for Williamson-Tait. 

“Song of Norway” is terrific in 


while Aly Khan}! second week at His Majesty’s, Mel- 


with a deficit of approximately $7,-| went to London on business. Two} bourne, for Williamson-Tait. 


600. Fredric R. Mann said the loss 


will meet later in Switzerland. 


“Streetcar Named Desire” will 


first production | 
re- | under the Korda banner will be| 
i“The Sound Barrier,’ based on 


policy | 


Boyd | 
| (Hopalong Cassidy) slated for Chi- 


in Dennis, | 


and tribe off for 


play about six weeks at Royal, 
Sydney. Prior dates prevent a 
longer run. 

Williamson-Tait slated to pro- 
duce “Dark of the Moon” at the 
Comedy, Melbourne. It has an 
Aussie cast. 

Joe E. Brown will do a short 
season in Adelaide with “Harvey” 
prior to moving into Sydney for 
Williamson-Tait. : 

Tommy Fields, brother of Gracie, 
wound up a mild run _ with 
“Where’s Charley?” in Melbourne 
for David N. Martin. 

Michael Gordon, director of 
“Prelude” at Ealing’s Pagewood 
studio, planes back to London next 
| week with pic for the additional 
| scenes. 

Harry Hunter, ex-Par chief, will 
plane back for a short stay to settle 
his affairs before returning to the 
U.S. where he will settle on a farm. 
Clay Hake goes into top Par seat 


Cape Cod 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Myers 
here from New York for Cape 
Cod visit. Myers is Broadway part- 
‘ner of Richard Aldrich. 

Julius Fleischmann, associate 
producer of Cape Cod Music Cir- 
cus, now staying at his Chatham 
summer home for remainder of 
season. 

The Brian Ahernes up at Cape 
| Playhouse where Brian is doing 
'*Dear Brutus,” this week. 
Pitts coming in this week for ‘Post 
Road” opening Aug. 14 at Falmouth 
Playhouse. 

Mrs. Mary Biddle, 








of Station 


WIP, Philadelphia, up for visit to | 
the three Richard Aldrich straw-| 


hats: Cape Playhouse, Dennis; Fal- 
mouth Playhouse and Cape Cod 
Music Circus, Hyannis. 

Denis Johnston, whose new 
comedy-fantasy, “The Golden Cuc- 
koo” 


night (7) at Provincetown Play- 
|house, staying on for two-week 
'run. It is his first professional 


showing since N.Y. Theatre Guild 
production several years ago of 
“The Moon In The Yellow River. 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 


Les Couton topping show at El 
| Patio. 

| Hazel Griggs at the Palace of 
| Fine Arts. 

Miguel Contreras Torres ready- 
ing “The Joy of Being Poor.” 

Rosita Fornes and Lander & Hol- 
land topping at the Teatro Lirico. 

Stella Roman, Rumanian diva, 
in grand opera at the Palace of 
Fine Arts. 

Arturo de Cordoba nixed a $50,- 
000-offer by Artistas Asociados 
| Argentinos for one pic in Pampas 
| Land. 





| 








_thur Rank’s offer to play in a film 
|'in London opposite James Mason 
or Orson Welles. 

Jose Iturbi was socko at his one 
concert on Aug. 4 at the Palace of 
| Fine Arts. Picture producers are 
| dickering with him for a film 
chore. 

National actors union lifted boy- 
cott on Seki Sano, Japanese the- 


atrical producer, because it consid- | A 3 
Pp ‘ 2 | from Paris for a looksee while on 


' vacation. 


ered the banning of him as petty. 
He had criticized Mexican players 
and the local theatre. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 
Lou Seiler into Haddon Hall. 
_ “Ice-Capades” pulling good biz 
in Convention Hall. | 
Bill Layne and Don Hinesheld 
holding over at Babeties. | 
Jackie Miles opened at 500 Club | 
Saturday (5). Myron Cohen set for 
Aug. 12 to be followed by Sophie 
Tucker Aug. 22 and Joe E. Lewis 
Aug. 29. 
Gloria Stavers appointed exec 
secretary of Million Dollar pier’s 
| 2,200-seat Playhouse. Will coordi- | 
nate various activities for pro-' 
ducers William Robins and Wil- 
liam Blood. 


| 





Vienna | 


By Emil W. Haass 


Memorial tablet for composer 
Hans Pfitzner unveiled in Salz- 
burg. 


Professor Friedrich Schreyvogl 
elected head of literature branch 
|of AKM. 


| Hans 


Schubert’s play, “City 
Park,” bought for films by Donau- 
Berna Company. 

Max Ophuls pacted by Vin- 
dobona to direct a Johann Strauss 
| picture, starring Marthe Harell. | 

Inge Egger of Josefstadt Thea- 
tre inked for a Wolfgang Staudte | 
production in Thiersee, Tyrol. It 
_will be a smuggler story. | 
|. Luther Adler and _ Patricia 
| Knight, who will star in the Bris-| 
kin film about Hitler and his mis- 
| tress, arrived to begin work. Miss '! 
| Knight was accompanied by hus- 
‘band, Cornel Wilde. 


ZaSu | 


had world preem Monday | 


| Dolores del Rio mulling J. Ar-! 


'of Music 


—— 


Hollywood 


Frankie Laine and Nan Grey to 
Houston. 

Gloria Swanson to Vancouver on 
vacation. 

Natalie Kalmus hospitalized with 
an infection. 

Dore Schary to Coronado for a 
week’s siesta. 

Ray Cooper recovering from 
major surgery. 

Lewis Stone celebrating his 50th 
year in show biz. 

Franchot Tone planed to Mon- 
treal on business. 

Keye Luke in town after a nine- 
month stage tour. 

Tom Brown ordered 
tional Guard uniform. 
| Jose and Ampara Iturbi to Mex. 
|ico City for a concert. 
| Robert Snody to Australia as as- 
'sociate producer on 20th-Fox’s 

“Kangaroo.” 

Gloria Swanson returned from 

a tour of 31 cities, plugging “Sun- 
set Boulevard.” 
| Jeanette MacDonald in from 
| Philadelphia for a rest from her 
| concert touring. 
| David Tyterleigh resigned as 
| Hollywood manager for ASCAP to 
| rejoin the Navy. 
| Frank Fontaine in town after 
| two weeks of tub thumping in the 
East and Midwest. 
| Ben Hogan in town for huddles 
/on script of his life story, ‘‘Follow 
the Sun” at 20th-Fox. 

Jim Stevens, Kenneth Johnson 
'and Leroy Lile left Paramount to 
join the U. S. Air Force. 

Margaret McKay joined the 
| Steve Hannagan staff to handle the 
agency’s glamor accounts. 

Robert Stillman delivered a lec- 
ture on cinema arts at the Uni- 
versity of Southern California. 
| Jack Carson and Dennis Morgan 
| lining up two softball teams for a 
| charity game at Gilmore Field. 

Buddy De Sylva’s memory will 
be perpetuated by a bronze plaque 
|on the door of the Motion Picture 
| Country Hospital. 

James Henderling returned from 
| Africa after 11 months in the 
| jungle, handling biz details for the 
| “Pla Solon.on’s Mines” unit. 


into Na- 





Playwright H. S. Kraft’s actresse 
daughter, Jill Kraft, engaged to 
marry scripter Lou Morheim. In- 
cidentally, Kraft is easting Nov. 1 
|for TV writing. 

Mrs. Steve Miller, wife of Metro 
studio publicist, recently brought 
| here from London for special work 








on “Quo Vadis,” getting active 
| professionally, under her’ stage 
om Phyllis Stanley. 

Rome 
| By Helen McGill Tubbs 
| Marta Eggerth and her son, 


Scarpi, are at the Excelsior Lido. 
| Peter Moore is entertaining the 
| Carol Reeds, here from London. 
French director Maurice Cloche, 
| arrived from Paris for film produc- 
tion confabs. 
| The Roberto Rossellinis are in 
the mountains near Rome. They 
|leave for England shortly. 
| Anita Colby is in Rome as a Holy 
| Year Pilgrim with her parents, the 
| — Counihans, of New York 
| City. 
| Arthur Laurents, author of film, 
“Home of the Brave,” motored over 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Gus Van into Clover Club 
Wednesday (9). The Belmonts also 
on bill. 

Lenny Kent joins Martha Raye 
at Five O’Clock Club on Fri- 
day (11). 

Alan Gale building new _ spot, 
next to his Celebrity Club. Sam 
Barken, former owner-op of Five 
O'Clock Club will be his partner. 

University of Miami Ring The- 
ater presenting streamlined ver- 
sion of “As You Like It.” Prof. 
Sam Hirsch adapted and directed. 

Leon Enken’s preemed his Leon 
& Eddie’s (Miami version) en Bis- 


| cayne Boulevard, Friday (4). It’s a 


stone’s throw from Clover, on site 


|of old Hurricane Club. 


AFM International board denied 
claim of Three Suns against Bar 
in Ft. Lauderdale for 
$13,000. Case revolved around re- 
fusal of trio to play on revolving 
stage, 





Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Mrs. Samuel Goldwyn visiting 
Edna Ferber. 


Richard Rodgers returned from 
the Adirondacks. 


Hildegarde catching a perform- 
— Melody Fair. 

Tommy Wonder weekending here 
from “Tickets Please.” 

John Chapman due back soon 
from summer lecture dates. 

Lillian Gish arrived a week early 
for “Miss Mabel” at Country Play- 
house. 
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Miss Benzell, in top form, headed 
a brilliant cast and audience reac- 
tion was best of the season, finale 
drawing yells typical of a football 


game. Victor Herbert musical has | 


not been done on Broadway since 
early 30’s, when Ilse Marvenga 
sang a revival. 

Singing chorus, other principals 
and ballet staged by Dolly Nig- 
gemeyer shared audience enthusi- 
asm. “Marietta” would have been 
held over another week except for 
expensive principals here rehears- 
ing “Rosalie” opening tonight 
(Tues.). Edith Fellowes and Hal 
LeRoy have the Marilyn Miller 
and Jack Donahue roles. Mrs. 
William Anthony McGuire, widow 
of the author, here for rehearsals, 
is now preparing the author’s 
“Show Girl” for tent theatres. 





Rainer $10,000, Olney 


Olney, Md., Aug. 8. 

Olney theatre registered one of 
its most profitable dates last week 
with Luise Rainer bringing in 
$10,000 at the b.o. with Ibsen’s 
“Lady From the Sea.” Near-ca- 
pacity attendance was surprisingly 
good considering not-too-generous 
reviews by the critics. 

Basil Rathbone opens _ tonight 
(Tues.) in “Winslow Boy.” Judging 
from heavy advance sales, attend- 
ance may approach the record set 
two weeks ago by Maurice Evans 
in “Devil’s. Disciple.” Situated | 
about half way between Washing- | 
ton and Baltimore, Olney has had | 
an excellent season so far. It is 
set to carry on until October. 





‘Long Days’ $9,500, Westport 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 8. 

“The Long Days,” tryout of a 
new play by Davis Snow, grossed 
a healthy $9,500 last week at the) 
Westport Country playhouse. Busi- | 
ness was mostly subscription, but 
the Theatre Guild is holding its | 
option on the script for possible | 
Broadway production if the author 
can make satisfactory revisions. | 
“Traveller’s Joy,” the current! 
week’s tryout at the strawhatter, | 
was a sellout two weeks in ad- | 
vance, largely on the personal | 
draw of Gertrude Lawrence, co- 
starring with Dennis King in the 
former London comedy hit. The | 
Guild also has an option on this 
ylay, but is figured unlikely to do 
it in New York, since Miss Law-| 
rence will be unavailable. 

“In the Summer House,” Jane | 
Bowles play which was slated for | 
tryout here the week of Aug. 21, ' 
with Ruth Gordon starred and co-| 
median Wally Cox making his| 
strawhat debut, has been cancelled | 
because Garson Kanin, who was to | 
have staged it, is busy with his 
own play, “Live Wire,” currently | 
playing a strawhat tryout tour and | 
due for presentation by Michael | 
Todd next week at the Playhouse, | 
N. Y. Lawrence Langner and John 
C. Wilson are looking for a sub- 
stitute bill for the Aug. 21 date. 
here. 





Jory Tribe in New Hope 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 8. 

Victor Jory and family gave the 
Bucks County playhouse a solid 
week with the comedy thriller, 
“The Spider.” Starting slow, the | 
Oursler-Brentano oldie drew fine | 
press.and built steadily. Jory, giv-| 
ing a tongue-in-cheek performance 
as magic show maestro, travels | 
with wife, Jean Inness, daughter | 
Jean and moppet, son, plus hockus- | 





pocus paraphenalia. Playhouse | 
troupe filled in supporting roles, 
with Anthony Warde _ staging. 


against Dave Reppa settings. “The. 
Spider” was a drop from ZaSu| 
Pitts in “Post Road” week prior, | 
but still plenty in the black for | 
producer Theron Bamberger. 
Henry Jones opened last night 
(Mon.) to neat advance in “Harvey,” 
with Enid Markey co-starring. 





‘Prostitute’ $4,900, A.C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 8. 

Despite predictions that live 
shows wouldn't go here, the At-| 
lantic City playhouse on Million 
Dollar pier seems sure to finish | 
the season. House did $4,900 in. 
seven performances last week with | 
“The Respectful Prostitute.” Show 
is being held over another week. 


Promoters are giving matinees | 
on Wednesday and Saturday after- 
noons when weather is rainy. They 
can get away with this by posting | 
huge sign before their boardwalk | 
theatre where diversion - seeking 
visitors can drop in. 

“The Boor” is also being offered 
as a double bill with “Prostitute.” 
While local papers accepted ad- 
vertising for “Prostitute,” Phila- 
delphia Bulletin carried listing on | 


Boston Strawhats 


Continued from page 58 
000 which at $2,40 meant a sellout. 


, formances 
| Musie Circus here for the week} 





partment refused to accept copy screen video whenever the theatres | 


containing the play’s title. 


‘Nanette’ 13G, Lambertville 
Lambertville, N.J., Aug. 8. 
“No, No Nanette” grossed an 
approximate $13,000 for seven per- 
in St. John Terrell’s 





ending Sunday (6). The Harbach- 
Mandel hit of the 20’s featured 
Johnny Downs, Paula Laurence, 
Elaine Stritch and Audrey 
Meadows. 

“No, No” represented a drop of 
about $1,100 from previous week’s 
“Anything Goes,” which hit a new 
high for the spot’s second season. 
Bob Jarvis staged, with Zachary 
Solov handling choreography. Com- 
edy drew a fairly good press but 
was hampered by showers on two 
nights. Repeat biz by pewholders 
shows healthy condition for musi- 
cal stock, however, and there is a 
strong advance for “Brigadoon” 
opening Aug. 22 and “Show Boat” 
arriving Sept. 12. 


“Sari” tees off tonight (Tues.), 
with Virginia Haskins, Robert 
Smith and Florenz Ames. Bob 
Smith, George Lipton, Howard 
Ross and Eileen Schauler hold 
over. 

Schedule for remainder of sea- 


son includes ‘“‘Brigadoon, Aug. 22; 
“The Chocolate Soldier,’ Aug. 29; 
“Good News,” Sept. 5; “Show 
Boat,’” Sept. 12-24, 





ZaSu’s 6G at Grist Mill 
Andover, N.J., Aug. 8. 
ZaSu Pitts in “Post Road” took 
in a little under $6,000 in seven 
performances at the Grist Mill 
playhouse here last week. 
Nigel Bruce in “Yes M’Lord” is 


current, with Burgess Meredith 
in “Harvey” set to follow next 
week. 





‘Divorcee’ 7G at Princeton 


Princeton, N. J., Aug. 8. | 

. “Gay Divorcee,” starring Jac 
Whiting, Carol Stone and Lenore | 
Lonergan, proved satisfactory box-| 
office at the Princeton summer} 
(McCarter) theatre here last week. 
Musical is estimated to have 
grossed $7,000 while the operating | 
nut ran about $5,800. 

Next week: “Blind Alley,” with 
Zachary Scott. Current: Raymond 
Massey in “Our Town.” 





‘Goodbye’ Neighbors 
Chicago, Aug. 8. 

Question of whether it’s the play 
that draws or perhaps the star | 
might be resolved week of Aug. 15 
when two Chi suburb strawhatters 
both present “Goodbye, My Fancy” 
the same time. Chevy Chase, 
Wheeling, Ill., is bringing Ilka 
Chase in with the comedy, and sev- 
eral miles away, in Highland Park. 
another Equity group, Tent House 
theatre, is doing the same produc- 
tion with its regular stock aan 


Both sides are not happy about 
the whole thing, but neither is 
backing down, though both draw 
the same patronage. 


NY. Circuits 
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mitted for home reception. Dur- 
ing the course of its inquiries with | 
the Kudner ad agency, which han-| 
dles the Texaco account, the TV. 
agent was told that a second large | 
circuit had offered to buy kine-| 
scope recordings of the program | 
for use in its theatres some time 
subsequent to the broadcast. 


Circuits have been advised, how- 
ever, that there are several ex- 
tremely thorny problems which 
must be solved before such a proj- 
ect can be worked out. Chief, 
among these is the fact that the | 
contracts with all talent on the 
shows, and particularly with the) 
American Federation of Musicians, | 
must be renegotiated to make such 
a deal possible. TV pacts, as cur-| 
rently written, call for only a one-| 





shot performance of the show on a 


live basis and a one-time exhibition | 
of the kine on stations not con-, 
nected with N. Y. via the coaxial 
cable. Video rep for the circuit is 
Gainsborough Associates, indie | 
agency. 

Theatre operators would also be 
forced to work out some kind of a. 
deal with the sponsors and, possi- | 
bly, the networks. A sponsor pay- 
ing the entire freight on a video | 
program, such as the $65,000 week- | 
ly time and talent budget on the, 
“Texaco” program, might object to | 


a theatre’s picking up the program | Anderson, New York, Aug. 5. He’s appeared in many roles, but is| 
probably best remembered for her | ‘ : 
‘coming Metro pix. 


on a gratis basis, despite the fact 


| 
| . 
commercials. 


| 
so-called captive audience for his | 
This opinion was_ 


| propounded this week by NBC net- 


| work execs, who reiterated they 
are prepared to offer their pro- 
|gramming facilities for large- 


i ready for them. According to 


the NBC spokesmen, however, any | 


| shows to be packaged for the thea- 
| tres will probably be built spe- 
| cifically for them. 

| Reason, according to the NBC 
pected to object strenuously to let- 
ting exhibitors capitalize on their 
program investments. 
the additional audience for com- 
mercials that would be obtained if 
the shows were made available to 
theatres, the NBC spokesmen said, 
the advertisers will consider ex- 


toppers, is that sponsors are ex- | 


Even with | 


hibitors are merely coming in for | 


a free ride on their programs. And, 
according to the network execs, 
if exhibs are forced to pay for 
these shows, it’s believed they 
would rather devote their money 


to theatre TV programming built | 


specifically for them, which does 
not have to contain the sponsors’ 
plugs. 

NBC’s original offer to produce 
programs for theatre TV was con- 
tained in an exchange of letters 
last year between NBC exec vee- 
pee Charles R. Denny and Theatre 
Owners of America exec director 
Gael Sullivan. At that time, cer- 
tain video stars, such as Milton 
Berle, had such a tremendous hold 
on their audiences that theatre 
| boxoffices suffered on the nights 
'when their TV shows were broad- 
cast. Thus some exhibs believed 
| they could remedy the situation by 
| bringing the Berle program into 
their theatres via large-screen TV | 
as an adjunct to their regular films, 
thereby luring the TV _ set-owners 
who might otherwise stay at home. 

Since then, however, both ex- 
hibs and TV execs have come to 
believe that the situation has 
reached the point, or is fast ap- 
proaching it, where TV and films 


| will compete on general qualita- | 


tive terms. With the novelty of 
TV having worn off to a large ex- 
tent, the public will check their 


cal filmery’s program and_ see 


| whichever they think will be best. 


That would mean, consequently, | 


\that the theatres would benefit lit- | 


tle from bringing the same TV 
shows into their theatres that the 
public can see at home for free. 


BIRTHS 


Mrs. Bob Kimball, 





Mr. and 


|daughter, Hollywood, July 31. 


Mother is the former Eleanor 
Hunt, singer; father is Jack Car- 


son’s stand-in. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond G. 
Sweeney, daughter, Indianapolis, 
July 3. Father is account exec 
with Keeling advertising agency 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Toots Shor, son, 
New York, Aug. 1. Father is the 
N. Y. restaurateur. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michel Grilikhes, 
daughter, New York, July 31. 
Mother is former Lila Walker, ra- 
dio writer; father is asst. comptrol- 
ler of Laurel Films. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Shulman, 
son, Burbank, Calif., Aug. 2. 
Mother was a flack at RKO studios. 


| billing 


OBITUARIES 


A. B. MARCUS 
A. B. Marcus, 67, retired theatri- 
cal producer who reputedly par- | 
layed a tab show into a fortune, 


| died after a brief illness in Los 
| Angeles, Aug. 6. He had made his 
/ home in Encino, a suburb, since. 


going into retirement 10 years ago. 


Born in Russia, he came to the 
U.S. at the age of 17 and landed 
in Boston, where he eventually be- 
came employed in an indie booking | 
agency. He learned the business 
fast and shortly after became a 
producer of vaudeville flash acts. 
Touring with most of them brought 
him in contact with a string of 
southern theatres and he eventu- 
ally mapped out a circuit in which 
to channel his more pretentious 
tab shows. The territory had played | 
occasional 10 or 12 people tabs. | 
When Marcus was convinced there 
was sufficient coin in these spots 
he shot the works on shows carry- 
ing 50 or 60 people and through 
the town like a circus 


| cashed in heavily for a number of | 





Mr. and Mrs. Jan Murray, daugh- 
ter, New York, July 31. Father is 
a comedian and-emtee of CBS- 
TV’s “Songs For Sale” Show. 

Mr. and Mrs. John_ Rovick, | 
daughter, Hollywood, July 31. 
Father is staff announcer at KTTV. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Brent, | 
daughter, Santa Monica, Aug. 3.) 
Father is a screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don McLeod, 
daughter, Detroit, July 31. Father 
is disk jockey at WJBK. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brinkman, 
son, Los Angeles, Aug. 2. Mother 
is Jeanne Crain, film star. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emile DeLeo, son, 





New York, July 28. Mother is 
LesHe Long, former vocalist for | 
Eddie Stone and Carmen Cavallaro | 
bands. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeRosa, 
daughter, Chicago, July 29. Father 


|is a WMAQ salesman. 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Racies, | 
daughter, New York, Aug. 7. 
Father is a cameraman with News- | 
reel Service. 


MARRIAGES 


Elaine Gostel to Fred Shevin, | 
Las Vegas, July 29. He’s a radio | 
writer. 

Kay Davis to Lt. Col. Edward 
Wimp, Chicago, July 31. Bride is 
former vocalist of Duke Ellington 





| 


Cara Williams to Allan Kono, 


Atlantic City, July 31. Bride is 
an actress. 
Lina Porteous to Capt. John 


casting registrar for 


drama page, but advertismg de- the advertiser would be gaining a N. Y. 


NBC-TY, | 
| portrayal of Peter Pan, the elfin 


years. In contrast to the shoddy | 
productions his competitors of- | 
fered, Marcus gave them elaborate 
ones, sparked by the better known 
burlesque comics and sexy gals, 
which readily won him the soubri- 
quet of “the Ziegfeld of the Cot- 
ton Belt.” Due to the heavy billing 
and Marcus’ rep for good shows 
his displays were sellout far in ad- 
vance. Despite overtures from Hub 
financiers to make a try at bigtime 
productions, he waved such offers 
aside and was content to ride his 
gravy train through the south. 
When a depression hit that ter- 
ritory around World War TI he} 
settled in San Francisco and set up | 
the Marcus shows at the Columbia 
theatre there. It was while here 
that he got the idea that his type | 
of shows could clean up in the 
Orient and it was not long before 
he made the trek to China and 
Japan and other countries. From 
then on he made them his regular 


| stands as long as there was suffi- | 
| cient coin to be had. When these 


|video programs against their lo-| sources dried up he returned to the 


U. S. and made other tours of the 
south, but none were as lucrative 
as his earlier ones. Finally con- 
vinced that his type of shows had 
run their cycle, he went into re- 
tirement. He reputedly made, lost | 
and regained several sizable for- 
tunes but is said to have dropped 
most of them in his later ventures. 

His wife, Beatrice, who had 
starred in many of his shows, sur- 
vives. 





HUGO MORRIS 


Hugo Morris, 73, brother of the | 
late William Morris, Sr., and con- 
nected with the current Morris 
Agency operated by his nephew, 
William Morris, Jr., died in New 
York after a heart attack Aug. 7. 
Funeral services will be held at 
Riverside Memorial chapel, N. Y. 
on Friday (11) at 12.45 p.m. 


Morris had been associated with 
showbusiness for more than half a 
century, originally starting in his | 
brother’s agency, prior to forma- 
tion of the current Morris agency, 
and had also ben associated with 
him in the operation of the Wil- 
liam Morris vaude circuit. Upon 
the transfer of the circuits hold- 


’ 





erated as a Keith agent for a num- | 
ber of years, | 


He subsequently joined the cur- | 
rent Morris agency, where he had | 
been active in the development of | 
new talent. 


Aside from nephew and sister- | 
in-law, Mrs. William Morris, Sr., | 
he had no other living relatives. 





FRANCIS B. MARSH 


Francis B. Marsh, 71, 
concert manager, died in Freeport, | 
kn 1. AUS, &. 


After spending several years in 
the advertising business, Marsh 
became manager of the Oratorio 
Society of New York in 1920. 


Eight years later, he resigned | 
from the society and became asso- 
ciated with Arthur Judson, concert 
manager, at Columbia Radio Con- | 
cert Corporation, presenting con- | 
certs over the radio. Both were | 
pioneers in this type of musical 
work. 

Survived by wife, daughter and 
two sons. 





NINA BOUCICAULT | 


Nina Boucicault, 83, the first 
actress to play Peter Pan, died 
Aug. 4 at her home in suburban 
Ealing, near London. 

In a long theatrical career, she 


‘world premiere. 


| film 


retired .¢ 


‘the added bookings will 


little boy who wouldn’t grow up. 
Sir James Barrie wrote the play 
for Miss Boucicault, who in.private 
life was Mrs. Donald Innes-Smith. 
She was 37 when, at the Duke of 
York theatre in London in Decem- 
ber, 1904, “Peter Pan” had its 
Play was later 
done in the U. S. with Maude 
Adams as star, and is in current re- 
vival as Jean Arthur starrer. 

She was a daughter of Dion 
Boucicault, actor - playwright - pro- 
ducer. Her first stage appearance 
was in Kentucky in 1883, as a 
member of her father’s touring 
company. She made numerous 
trips to America, lived for a time 
in Australia and retired 14 years 
ago. 





LOUIS F. SEBOK 


Louis F. Sebok, 64, head of 
Decca’s international department, 
died in Harkness Pavillion hospital, 
N.Y., Aug. 7, after an illness of 
several weeks. A veteran in the 
disk industry, Sebok had been 
with Decca since its ‘formation in 
1934. He directed recording ses- 
sions in the polka and foreign 
fields and also headed the export 
division. 

Survived by wife, daughter and 


a son, Louis, who is assistant 
eastern division manager for 
Decca. 





CLARENCE D. HUTSON 
Clarence D. Hutson, 52, an exec- 
utive at 20th Century-Fox studio, 


' died at his home in Beverly Hills, 


Aug. 6. 

Born in Lincoln, Neb., Hutson 
had resided on Coast since 1912. 
He was a founder of the Hollywood 
Athletic Club, a member of the 
industry’s Permanent Chari- 
ties Committee and active in the 
Catholic Youth Organization. 

Survived by wife, son, daughter 
and three brothers. 





O. ALTON REA 


O. Alton Rea, 39, manager of 
Warner Brothers’ Ritz theatre in 
Clarksburg, W. Va., died at his 
family’s home in Mitchell, S. Da- 
kota, July 31 of cancer. 

He had been with Warners for 
more than 18 years, starting as 
chief of service at their deluxe 
Stanley in Pittsburgh and then 
mov.ng up to the assistant man- 
ager’s berth. He leaves his wife, 
two daughters and a son. 





FRANCES FREEMAN 


Frances Freeman, 26, an actress 
who had appeared in a number of 
off-Broadway productions in New 
York, died in Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 
Her last stage appearance was in 
“The Young and the Fair.” 

Survived by mother and sister. 





ARNOLD SPIRRISON 
Arnold Spirrison, 30, manager of 
DuPage theatre, Lombard, Illinois, 
died after a heart attack in Chicago 
Aug. 2. 
Survived by wife and two sons. 





Mother of Beth Lee, director of 
women’s programs and continuity 


|ings and theatres to Marcus Loew ‘for WPTR, Albany, died Aug. 1 in 


|in 1910, he formed an agency part- 
|nership with Murray Feil and op- 


Owensboro, Ky. 





Helen R. Cook, 45, makeup art- 
ist at Warners, died July 30 in 
Hollywood after a long illness. 





Mother, 85, of Alfred Wallen- 
stein, symphony conductor, died in 
Compton, Cal., Aug. 5. 


Metro Battle : 
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Metro sales execs believe 
show up 
strongly in the final quarter of the 


deals. 


'company’s fiscal year, which ends 


Aug. 31. 


On the Coast, Metro had been - 


selling around United Cal houses, 
However, there were many impor- 
tant situations in the northern part 
of the state where no satisfactory 
competing houses were available. 
In New York, a number of Harry 


' Brandt’s theatres which competed 


with Skouras copped the break. 


Metro argument with Skouras 
was also extended to the Century 


| circuit when the disagreement first 


arose. Century, however, settled 
its tiff about six months ago. Tip- 
off on the Skouras accord came 
late last week when Charles Skou- 
ras at a National Theatres . meet 
spoke highly of a number of up- 
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Broadway 


Sol Jaffe (& Jaffe), theatrical 
barrister, another Westport com- 
muter. 

Paul Gerard Smith scripting a 
new vaude and video act for Cynda 
Glenn. 

Ted (the Compleat Angler) Wal- 
lerstein, prexy of Columbia 
Records, would rather talk fishing 
than waxing. 

Metro producer Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr., planes into Gotham to- 
morrow (Thurs.) for a three-day 
business trip. 

Howard Dietz, Metro’s ad-pub 
veepee, due to arrive in New York 
today (Wed.) after a week's visit to 
the Culver City lot. 


Hotels and niteries feeling the) 


diminution of tourism abroad, be- 
cause of the war crisis. 
pre-voyagers did the town in gala 
manner. 

Jack McInerney, publicity direc- 
tor of the N.Y. and Brooklyn Para- 
mount theatres, resting at home| 
following hospitalization for a 
heart attack. 

Arthur Kober remaining east 
another month working on the 
musicalization of his “Having 
Wonderful Time” which will now 
be called “Wish You Were Here.” 

Lynn Farnol to Los Angeles and 
San Francisco Friday (11) for Rod- 
gers & Hammerstein, Loew’s In- 
ternational and other publicity 
clients. Returns next Wednesday 
(16). 

Jerry Pickman, Paramount’s as- 
sistant ad-pub chief, back in New 
York after three-week visit to the 
Coast and Tucson, where he super-| 
vised the world preem of Par’s 
“The Furies.” 

First Loew theatre man called 
to the colors is Frank Miller, as- 
sistant manager of Loew’s Commo- 
dore, a captain in the Army Air 
Force Reserve. 

Thornton Freeland, _ director, | 
back to London yesterday (Tues.) | 
on the Queen Mary, while his wife, | 
June, musicomedy actress, clipper- 
ed over ahead of him, because of 
business pressure. 

Frank Sinatra came back from | 
London just long enough for a} 
“welcome home” shindig at Toots | 
Shor’s, hosted by Columbia Rec- 
ords, and then back by air to Eu-| 
rope for 10 days. | 

Actor Charles Coburn trekked 
to Goshen, N. Y., Monday (7), as 
honor guest of a reception tendered 
him following a sneak preview of 
Universal’s “‘Louisa’”’ for benefit of 
the Goshen hospital. 

Mrs. Toots (“Baby”) 
bill their third child, 
son, born last week, Rory Bernard 


Shor will 


Shor. The boniface’s square handle | 
which has oft-! 


is Bernard Shor, 
times induced « GBS paraphrase. 

Julian Berman, Metro’s manager 
in Cuba, while in New York on va- 
cation took time out this week to 
become a U. S. citizen. Berman, 
originally of Polish nationality, 
formerly managed for M-G in both 
China and the Philippines. 

Cast of “Kiss Me, Kate’ will be 
on hand tomorrow (Thurs.) for this 
month’s bi-monthly theatre party 
held for the benefit of the Ameri- 


can Theatre Wing at the Hotel) 


Plaza’s Rendez-Vous Room. Last 


of these summer benefits will be | 


held Aug. 24. 

Waldorf-Astoria exec C. C. 
Philippe AirFranced to Paris for 
a month, but took extra precaution 
of a Spanish visa and some extra 
petrol for his car—which he had 
already shipped ahead—just in 


case there’s urgency to cross the) 


Spanish border in a hurry. 

Billy Reed’s Little Club boom- 
ing because, as he has figured out, 
the weekend closings o€ the Cotony 
and 21, the Sunday closing of El 
Morocco, the closing of Voisin, 
and other pre-Labor Day hiatuses, 
gives him and the Stork almost 
exclusivity on any weekend busi- 
ness. 


Janet Madden chairwomaning 
the women’s division for Sister 


Kenny campaign and her husband, 
NBC veepee Ed Madden, heads the 
AM-TV sector for the same cause. 

Milton Berle back from a week’s 
plane trip to Paris. Also in from 
Europe are Bob Goldstein and pub- 
licist Mack Millar. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


Franny Murray, sports broad- 
caster for WIBG, has been named 
intercollegiate director of athletics 
at Penn Univ. 

Tony LaPata, currently with the 
Commercialaires combo at Ciro’s, 
will play first trombone for the 
Buffalo Symphony next season. 


Norman Black, WFIL musical | 


director, will direct the ABC or- 
chestra for the “Stop the Music” 
show Friday (11) at the Municipal 
Stadium, in connection with the 
Pennsylvania State American Le- 
gion convention. : 
Robin Hood Dell receipts will be 
about 5% less than the budget, 


Usually | 


| dropped by Blanche Tobler, wife 


| stars at the same time, 


and first | 


was due to postponement of 12 of 
the season’s 18 concerts in Philly’s 
open-air concert stadium. 

The Philadelphia Daily News is 
sponsoring “Johnny Night,” which 
combines a one-hour variety show 
with the Phillies-Giants baseball 
game at Shibe Park, Thursday 
night, Aug. 11. Proceeds go to the 
Variety Club’s (Tent 13) Camp for 
Handicapped Childrem} 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 


(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 

Dave Stein to the Venice Film 
Festival. 

Stella Adler and her daughter 
| to Venice. 

The Gilbert Comtes to Lido for 
a vacation. 

Book publisher Louis 
prepping trip to U. S. 





Nagel 


Africa, where he did Tarzan lo- 
cation material. 

Buddy Baer had to lose 30 
pounds to play the lion-wrestler 
in pic “Quo Vadis.” 

Virginia Davis to Biarritz; then 
to Yugoslavia in September, re- 
turning to Paris in October. 

Jacques Haik, who has recovered 
his theatres le Francais and 


l’Olympia, now likely will get back | 


his Normandie on Champs Elysees. | 

Before leaving for the Riviera | 
to film “‘Atholl K,” scenarist Rene | 
Wheler, director Leo Johannon, | 
Laurel and Hardy, Suzy Delair and | 
Max Elloy throwing a_ cocktail 
party for the press. 

Edouard Arrondeau found in his |! 
taxi a handbag containing $15,000 | 
in cash and jewels which had been | 


of a Swiss-American. He returned | 
it the next day, and received $30 | 
plus pair of nylons for the frau. | 

First ballerina in Paris Opera 


| history to be also booked as a 


singer is Micheline Bardin, cur- 
rently off to South America with 
the Opera ballet company. She 
will start singing .in October, in| 
Paris, and remain one of the ballet | 


Pittsburgh | 


By Hal Cohen 


Slim Bryant and his Wildcats 
celebrated 10th anni on KDKA. | 

Richard Murphy, reserve officer, | 
first Playhouse actor called to ac-| 

ive duty. | 

Carousel doing without Jackie | 
Heller for two weeks while he’s 
Cape Codding. 

Harris Amusement Co. staff in 
| Atlantic City for get-together with 
| Arena Managers on “Ice-Capades.” 

Joan Evans and Ruth Hussey 
both due in shortly to plug “Our 
| Very Own” and “Louisa,” respec- 
| tively. 
| Aaron Krochmal, former Eagle- | 
Lion exploiteer, joined Rothman- 
| Gibbons ad agency as account ex- 
| ecutive. 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 
Earl Garner at Longbar Show- 


Lex Barker back from Nairobi, | 


| “Annie Get 
|new record at Empire, Leicester 


London 


Vic Oliver named as honorary 
trustee of the Variety Artists Fed- 
eration. 


Mischa Auer, who has arrived 
here with his wife, started a vaude 
tour last Monday. e 


Lisa Kirk being dickered for 
London nitery to open Oct. 2 for 
four weeks with options. 


Robert S. Wolff, RKO Radio top- 
per, back from fortnight in Scot- 
land where resting on medico’s 
orders. 


Will Mahoney booked for entire 
Moss Empires and Stoll circuits, 
opening for two weeks at London 
Palladium in September. 


| Hyman Zahl off to Paris and 
| Copenhagen to line up itinerary 
| for foreign acts and interchange of 
|American and English acts there. 
| Julie 


Wilson tossed farewell 
| party on her last night at Embassy 
Club; now on Riviera vacation be- 
a sailing home next Saturday 
(12). 

David Lean’s first production 
|under the Korda banner will be 
i“The Sound Barrier,” based on 
/wreck of faster-than-sound air- 
craft. 

Bob and Marianne Conyot, 
caught by Harry Foster at out-of- 
way vaude house, booked by him 
for new Olsen and Johnson Broad- 
way revue. 


Gayne (Bob) Dexter, publicity di- 





| 


|rector for Warner Bros. here since 


1935, 
health. 


resigned because of ill 


Jack Francis, 
Gun” chalked up 
Square, by being first pic to play 
six weeks since vaudftlm policy 
was introduced last Christmas. 
Italian producer Sigante and 
playwright Galdieri signed Erin de 
Selfa and Dorab Bivandi, song and 
dance duo, to appear in new Italian 
revue opening in Milan, Sept. 15. 
Johnny Firman, head of Bert 
Feldmans, sold a pop song of two 
decades ago titled “If You Are 
Irish, Come Into the Parlor,” by 
Shaun Glenville, to Lou Levy, 
Leeds Music Co. Song, brought 


up-to-date, recorded by Dennis 
Day. 

Chicago 
Marion Weeks joined “Two 
Blind Mice” as understudy. 
Piper Laurie is in town for 
ballyhoo on her current pic, 
“Louisa.” 


Radio producer Philip Lord was 
injured in an auto accident here 
last week. 

Bob Hope and William Boyd 


| (Hopalong Cassidy) slated for Chi- | 
| cago Federation of Labor celebra- 


tion at Soldier’s Field, Sept. 4. 
Dmitri 


cial exploitation work on _ film, 
which preems at the Grand, 
Aug. 30. 

Betty Hutton will report to 





Shearing playing 


for Aug. 29 opening in Mural Room 
of St. Francis hotel. 


: 


'soiree for entire ‘‘South Pacific” 


|east following opening perform-| 


| ance. 

The Andrews Sisters into Vene- 
\tian Room of Fairmont Hotel. 

| The Lunds and Martha Wright 
\*° the Mark Hopkins. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
| Art Lund and Jimmy McPart- 
‘land at St. Paul Flame. 
“Polly With a Past” underlined 
by Edyth Bush Little theatre. 


'Romo Vincent with Jimmy Ellys 
orch. 

| Exeelsior Park holding annual 
Miss Minnesota contest, winner to 
be sent to Atlantic City pageant. 

| Ozzie Wells joining Dorothy 


| Lewis Ice Show now in its ninth | 


|week at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace. 

Cedric Adams, local and CBS 
'radio personality and newspaper 
|columnist, has taken on another 
WCCO radio program, ‘Dinner 
with the Adamses,”’ with his wife 
and children participating, broad- 
cast from his home. 





| ee 
| Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 

The Duke and Duchess of Wind- 
sor at the Hotel du Cap. 

Liz Taylor and Nick Hilton to 
Rome, but planning a return visit 
to Cannes on the -way back from 
_ Italy. 
| Rita Hayworth, after returning 
from her Italian cruise, took off 
for Deauville, while Aly Khan 


at | 


Ricky’s throwing champagne | 


Hotel Radisson Flame Room has) 


Ringling Bros.’ winter quarters in 
Sarasota, Fla., in February for 
work on Cecil B. DeMille’s 
Greatest Show on Earth.” 

Actress Helen Craig, wife of 
| John Beal, who currently heads 
|Chi “Lend an Ear’ company, is 
slated for “Dear Brutus” role op- 
posite Brian Aherne in Dennis, 
Mass. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


shoot Music Circus for Life. 
Joe Magee of Wm. Morris office 


sic Circus. 

Victor Jory 
| East Hampton. Trouping in station 
wagon and trailer with “Spider.” 

Arthur Hanna sold Buckingham 
| Valley farm recently and moved to 
estate near Paoli, Pa. Still com 
muting to Gotham. ° 

Laurence Schwab down Tuesday 
for confab with St. John Terrell. 
| May move Music Circus operation 
to Tampa this winter. 





Phyllis Perlman to N. Y. last 
week to confab with partner 
Marian Byram on_ forthcoming 


Gibbs’ play, “Season in the Sun,” | 


which they are drumbeating. 
Joe Peloquin, head canvas man 
for Lambertville tent (proud it 
held off the torrents during the 
cloudburst Thursday (3). 
| Circus had matinee on schedule. 


Australia 


_ By Erie Gorrick 

Bernie Freeman, Metro topper 
here, visiting the U.S., London and 
, Continent. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” is now 
|in its fourth year here, with Evie 

Hayes, for Williamson-Tait. 

| “Song of Norway” is terrific in 
| second week at His Majesty’s, Mel- 


with a deficit of approximately $7,-;| went to London on business. Two) bourne, for Williamson-Tait. 


600. Fredric R. Mann said the loss 


| will meet later in Switzerland. \ 


“Streetcar Named Desire” will 


ah. company’s | 
|exploitation chief, took over. 


Tiomkin, musical direc- | 
tor of “The Men,” in Chi for spe-, 


“ene 


Eileen Darby in Saturday (4) to! 


down to gander Playhouse and Mu-. 


and tribe off for, 


Music | 


_Knight was accompanied by hus- 
‘band, Cornel Wilde. : \ 


play about six weeks at Royal, 
Sydney. Prior dates prevent a 
longer run. 

Williamson-Tait slated to pro- 
duce “Dark of the Moon” at the 


Comedy, Melbourne. It has an 
Aussie cast. ; 
Joe E. Brown will do a short 


season in Adelaide with “Harvey” 
prior to moving into Sydney for 
Williamson-Tait. 

Tommy Fields, brother of Gracie, 
wound up a mild run _ with 
“‘Where’s Charley?” in Melbourne 
for David N. Martin. 

Michael Gordon, director of 
“Prelude” at Ealing’s Pagewood 
studio, planes back to London next 
week with pic for the additional 
scenes. 

Harry Hunter, ex-Par chief, will 
plane back for a short stay to settle 





| his affairs before returning to the | 


U.S. where he will settle on a farm. 
| Clay Hake goes into top Par seat 


Cape Cod 


| here. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Myers 
here from New York for Cape | 
| Cod visit. Myers is Broadway part- | 
ner of Richard Aldrich. | 

Julius Fleischmann, associate 
producer of Cape Cod Music Cir- | 
cus, now staying at his Chatham | 
|summer home for remainder of 
season. | 

The Brian Ahernes up at Cape, 
Playhouse where Brian is doing 
; “Dear Brutus,” this week. ZaSu | 
| Pitts coming in this week for “Post 
| Road” opening Aug. 14 at Falmouth 
| Playhouse. 

Mrs. Mary Biddle, of Station 
| WIP, Philadelphia, up for visit to 
the three Richard Aldrich straw-| 
| hats: Cape Playhouse, Dennis; Fal- 
'mouth Playhouse and Cape Cod 
| Musie Circus, Hyannis. 
| Denis Johnston, whose new) 
| comedy-fantasy, “The Golden Cuc- | 
/koo” had world preem Monday | 
night (7) at Provincetown Play-| 
| house, staying on for two-week | 
jrun. It is his first professional | 
| showing since N.Y. Theatre Guild | 
production several years ago of | 
/“The Moon In The Yellow River.” | 


| ee 
Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 

Les Couton topping show at El} 
| Patio. 
| Hazel Griggs at the Palace of 
Fine Arts. 

Miguel Contreras Torres ready- 
ing “The Joy of Being Poor.” 

Rosita Fornes and Lander & Hol- 
land topping at the Teatro Lirico. 

Stella Roman, Rumanian diva, 
in grand opera at the Palace of 
Fine Arts. 

Arturo de Cordoba nixed a $50,- | 
000-offer by Artistas Asociados 
Argentinos for one pic in Pampas 
Land. 

Dolores del Rio mulling J. Ar- | 
thur Rank’s offer to play in a film | 
/}in London opposite James Mason | 

or Orson Welles. 
Jose Iturbi was socko at his one | 
/ concert on Aug. 4 at the Palace of | 
Fine Arts. Picture producers are | 
| dickering with him for a film! 
chore. | 

National actors union lifted boy- 
cott on Seki Sano, Japanese the- ! 
atrical producer, because it consid- | 
ered the banning of him as petty. | 
He had criticized Mexican players 
and the local theatre. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 
| Lou Seiler into Haddon Hall. 

_ “Iee-Capades” pulling good biz 
in Convention Hall. 

Bill Layne and Don Hinesheld 
holding over at Babettes. 

Jackie Miles opened at 500 Club | 
Saturday (5). Myron Cohen set for 
Aug. 12 to be followed by Sophie 
Tucker Aug. 22 and Joe E. Lewis 
Aug. 29. 

Gloria Stavers appointed exec 
secretary of Million Dollar pier’s 
| 2,200-seat. Playhouse. Will coordi- 

nate various activities for pro- 
ducers William Robins and Wil- 
liam Blood. 











° | 
Vienna | 
By Emil W. Haass 

Memorial tablet for composer 
Hans Pfitzner unveiled in Salz- 
burg. 

ona tena nh ee Schreyvogl 
elected head of literature branc 
of AKM., — 
|_ Hans Schubert’s play, “City 
Park,” bought for films by Donau- 
| Berna Company. 
| Max Ophuls pacted by Vin- 
| dobona to direct a Johann Strauss 
|picture, starring Marthe Harell. 
Inge Egger of Josefstadt Thea- 
tre inked for a Wolfgang Staudte | 
production in Thiersee, Tyrol. It 
_will be a smuggler story. | 
|. Luther Adler and _ Patricia 
| Knight, who will star in the Bris- 
_kin film about Hitler and his mis- 
tress, arrived to begin work. Miss 


| of 
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Hollywood 


Frankie Laine and Nan Grey to 
Houston. 

Gloria Swanson to Vancouver on 
vacation. 

Natalie Kalmus hospitalized with 
an infection. 

Dore Schary to Coronado for a 
week’s siesta. 

Ray Cooper recovering from 
major surgery. 

Lewis Stone celebrating his 50th 
year in show biz. 

Franchot Tone planed to Mon- 
treal on business. 

Keye Luke in town after a nine- 
month stage tour. 

Tom Brown ordered 
tional Guard uniform. 
| Jose and Ampara Iturbi to Mex- 
| ico City for a concert. 
Robert Snody to Australia as as- 
|sociate producer on 20th-Fox’s 
*‘Kangaroo.” 

Gloria Swanson returned from 
a tour of 31 cities, plugging “Sun- 
set Boulevard.” 

Jeanette MacDonald 


into Na- 





in from 


| Philadelphia for a rest from her 


concert touring. 

David Tyterleigh resigned as 
Hollywood manager for ASCAP to 
rejoin the Navy. 

Frank Fontaine in town after 
two weeks of tub thumping in the 
East and Midwest. 

Ben Hogan in town for huddles 
on script of his life story, “Follow 
the Sun” at 20th-Fox. 

Jim Stevens, Kenneth Johnson 
and Leroy Lile left Paramount to 
join the U. S. Air Force. 

Margaret McKay joined the 
Steve Hannagan staff to handle the 
agency’s glamor accounts. 

Robert Stillman delivered a lec- 
ture on cinema arts at the Uni- 
versity of Southern California. 

Jack Carson and Dennis Morgan 
lining up two softball teams for a 
charity game at Gilmore Field. 

Buddy De Sylva’s memory will 
be perpetuated by a bronze plaque 
on the door of the Motion Picture 
Country Hospital. 

James Henderling returned from 
Africa after 11 months in the 
jungle, handling biz details for the 
“King Solomon’s Mines” unit. 

Playwright H. S. Kraft’s actresse 
daughter, Jill Kraft, engaged to 
marry scripter Lou Morheim. In- 
cidentally, Kraft is easting Nov. 1 
for TV writing. 

Mrs. Steve Miller, wife of Metro 
studio publicist, recently brought 
here from London for special work 


on “Quo Vadis,” getting active 
professionally, under her stage 
name, Phyllis Stanley. 
Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Marta Eggerth and her son, 


Scarpi, are at the Excelsior Lido. 

Peter Moore is entertaining the 
Carol Reeds, here from London. 

French director Maurice Cloche, 
arrived from Paris for film produc- 
tion confabs. 

The Roberto Rossellinis are in 
the mountains near Rome. They 
leave for England shortly. 

Anita Colby is in Rome as a Holy 
Year Pilgrim with her parents, the 
— Counihans, of New York 

ity. 

Arthur Laurents, author of film, 
“Home of the Brave,” motored over 
from Paris for a looksee while on 
vacation. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Gus Van into Clover Club 
Wednesday (9). The Belmonts also 
on bill. 

Lenny Kent joins Martha Raye 
at Five O’Clock Club on Fri- 
day (11). 

Alan Gale building new spot, 
next to his Celebrity Club. Sam 
Barken, former owner-op of Five 
O'Clock Club will be his partner. 

University of Miami Ring The- 
ater presenting streamlined ver- 
sion of “As You Like It.” Prof. 
Sam Hirsch adapted and directed. 

Leon Enken’s preemed his Leon 
& Eddie’s (Miami version) en Bis- 


,cayne Boulevard, Friday (4). It’s a 
| stone’s throw from Clover, on site 


of old Hurricane Club. 

AFM International board denied 
claim of Three Suns against Bar 
Music in Ft. Lauderdale for 
$13,000. Case revolved around re- 
fusal of trio to play on revolving 
stage, 





Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Mrs. Samuel Goldwyn visiting 
Edna Ferber. 


Richard Rodgers returned from 
the Adirondacks. 


Hildegarde catching a perform- 
ance at Melody Fair. 

Tommy Wonder weekending here 
from “Tickets Please.” 

John Chapman due back soon 
from summer lecture dates. 

Lillian Gish arrived a week early 
for “Miss Mabel” at Country Play- 
house. 


ap tht 
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000 which at $2,40 meant a sellout. 
Miss Benzell, in top form, headed 
a brilliant cast and audience reac- 
tion was best of the season, finale 
drawing yells typical of a football 
game. Victor Herbert musical has 
not been done on Broadway since 
early 30’s, when Ilse Marvenga 
sang a revival. 


Singing chorus, other principals 


and ballet staged by Dolly Nig-, 


gemeyer shared audience enthusi- 
asm. “Marietta” would have been 
held over another week except for 
expensive principals here rehears- 
ing “Rosalie” opening tonight 
(Tues.). Edith Fellowes and Hal 
LeRoy have the Marilyn Miller 
and Jack Donahue roles. Mrs. 
William Anthony McGuire, widow 
of the author, here for rehearsals, 
is now preparing the author’s 
“Show Girl’ for tent theatres. 





Rainer $10,000, Olney 
Olney, Md., Aug. 8. 

Olney theatre registered one of 
its most profitable dates last week 
with Luise Rainer bringing in 
$10,000 at the b.o. with Ibsen’s 
“Lady From the Sea.” Near-ca- 
pacity attendance was surprisingly 
good considering not-too-generous 
reviews by the critics. 

Basii Rathbone opens tonight 
(Tues.) in ‘Winslow Boy.” Judging 
from heavy advance sales, attend- 
ance may approach the record set 
two weeks ago by Maurice Evans 
in “Devil’s Disciple.” 
about half way between Washing- 
ton and Baltimore, Olney has had 
an excellent season so far. It is 
set to carry on until October. 





‘Long Days’ $9,500, Westport 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 8. 
“The Long Days,” tryout of a 
new play by Davis Snow, grossed 
a healthy $9,500 last week at the 
Westport Country playhouse. Busi- 


ness was mostly subscription, but | 


the Theatre Guild 
option on the script for possible 
Broadway production if the author 
can make satisfactory 
“Traveller’s Joy,’ the current 
week’s tryout at the strawhatter, 
was a sellout two weeks in ad- 
vance, largely on the _ personal 
draw of Gertrude Lawrence, co- 
starring with Dennis King in the 
former London comedy hit. 
Guild also has an option on this 
play, but is figured unlikely to do 
it in New York, 
rence will be unavailable. 

“In the Summer House,” Jane 
Bowles play which was slated for 


tryout here the week of Aug. 21,'that draws or perhaps the star| Mother is 


Boston Strawhats 


Continued from page 58 


Situated | 


revisions. | 


The | 


since Miss Law-| 


| partment refused to accept copy screen video whenever the theatres 
| are ready for them. According to| 
the NBC spokesmen, however, any 


containing the play’s title. 


‘Nanette’ 13G, Lambertville 


Lambertville, N.J., Aug. 8. 
“No, No Nanette” grossed an 





,formances in St. John Terrell’s 
|Musie Circus here for the week 
ending Sunday (6). The Harbach- 
Mandel hit of the 20’s featured 
Johnny Downs, Paula Laurence, 
Elaine Stritch and Audrey 
Meadows. 

“No, No” represented a drop of 
about $1,100 from previous week’s 
“Anything Goes,” which hit a new 
high for the spot’s second season. 
Bob Jarvis staged, with Zachary 
Solov handling choreography. Com- 
edy drew a fairly good press but 
was hampered by showers on two 
| nights. Repeat biz by pewholders 
shows healthy condition for musi- 
cal stock, however, and there is a 
|strong advance for “Brigadoon” 
opening Aug. 22 and “Show Boat” 
arriving Sept. 12. 

“Sari” tees off tonight 
with Virginia Haskins, 
Smith and Florenz Ames. 
Smith, George Lipton, 
Ross and Eileen Schauler 
over, 

Schedule for remainder of sea- 
son includes “Brigadoon, Aug. 22; 
“The Chocolate Soldier,” Aug. 29; 
“Good News,” Sept. 5; “Show 
Boat,” Sept. 12-24, 


(Tues.), 


Bob 
Howard 
hold 





ZaSu’s 6G at Grist Mill 
Andover, N.J., Aug. 8. 

ZaSu Pitts in ‘Post Road” took 
in a little under $6,000 in seven 
| performances at the Grist Mill 
| playhouse here last week. 


| Nigel Bruce in “Yes M’Lord” is 


current, with Burgess Meredith 
in “Harvey” set to follow next 
week. 





‘Divorcee’ 7G at Princeton 


is holding its | Princeton, N. J., Aug. 8. 


. “Gay Divorcee,” starring Jack 


| Lonergan, proved satisfactory box- 


| office at the Princeton summer} 


| (McCarter) theatre here last week. 
| Musical is estimated to have 


' grossed $7,000 while the operating | 


nut ran about $5,800. 

Next week: “Blind Alley,” with 
Zachary Scott. Current: Raymond 
Massey in “Our Town.” 





‘Goodbye’ Neighbors 
Chicago, Aug. 8. 


| Question of whether it’s the play 


approximate $13,000 for seven per- | 


Robert | 


Whiting, Carol Stone and Lenore | 


| 


| commercials. 
propounded this week by NBC net- 
| work execs, who reiterated they 
are prepared to offer their pro- 


| gramming facilities for large- 


shows to be packaged for the thea- | 


| tres will probably be built spe- 
| . 
| cifically for them. 

Reason, according to the NBC 
toppers, is that sponsors are ex- 
pected to object strenuously to let- 
ting exhibitors capitalize on their 
program investments. Even with 
the additional audience for com- 
mercials that would be obtained if 
the shows were made available to 
theatres, the NBC spokesmen said, 
the advertisers will consider ex- 
hibitors are merely coming in for 
a free ride on their programs. And, 
according to the 
if exhibs are forced to pay for 
these shows, it’s believed they 


would rather devote their money | 
to theatre TV programming built | 


specifically for them, which does 
not have to contain the sponsors’ 
plugs. 

NBC’s original offer to produce 
programs for theatre TV was con- 
tained in an exchange of letters 
last vear between NBC exec vee- 
pee Charles R. Denny and Theatre 
Owners of America exec director 
Gael Sullivan. At that time, cer- 
tain video stars, such as Milton 
Berle, had such a tremendous hold 
on their audiences that theatre 
| boxoffices suffered on the nights 
| when their TV shows were broad- 
Thus some exhibs believed 


| cast. 
| they could remedy the situation by 
bringing the Berle program into 
their theatres via large-screen TV 


as an adjunct to their regular films, | 


thereby luring the TV _ set-owners 
who might otherwise stay at home. 
Since then, however, both ex- 


hibs and TV execs have come to} 


believe that the situation has 
reached the point, or is fast ap- 
proaching it, where TV and films 
will compete on general qualita- 
itive terms. With the novelty of 
TV having worn off to a large ex- 
itent, the public will check their 
video programs against their lo- 
cal filmery’s program and_ see 
whichever they think will be best. 
That would mean, consequently, 
|that the theatres would benefit lit- 
tle from bringing the same TV 
shows into their theatres that the 
public can see at home for free. 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, Hollywood, July 31. 
the former Eleanor 





with Ruth Gordon starred and co-| might be resolved week of Aug. 15| Hunt, singer; father is Jack Car- 


median Wally Cox making his when two Chi suburb strawhatters 
strawhat debut, has been cancelled | both present “Goodbye, My Fancy” 
because Garson Kanin, who was to|;the same time. Chevy Chase, 
have staged it, is busy with his| Wheeling, Ill, is bringing Ilka 
own play, “Live Wire,” currently | Chase in with the comedy, and sev- 
playing a strawhat tryout tour and | eral miles away, in Highland Park, 
due for presentation by Michael another Equity group, Tent House 
Todd next week at the Playhouse, theatre, is doing the same produc- 
N. Y. Lawrence Langner and John tion with its regular stock players. 





C. Wilson are looking for a sub- 
tot bill for the Aug. 21 date 
ere. 





Jory Tribe in New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 8. 

Victor Jory and family gave the 
Bucks County playhouse a solid 
week with the comedy thriller, 
“The Spider.” Starting slow, the 
Oursler-Brentano oldie drew fine 
press.and built steadily. Jory, giv- 
ing a tongue-in-cheek performance 
as magic show maestro, travels 
with wife, Jean Inness, 
Jean and moppet, son, plus hockus- 


pocus paraphenalia. Playhouse 
troupe filled in supporting roles, 
with Anthony Warde _ staging 


against Dave Reppa settings. “The 
Spider” was a drop from ZaSu 
Pitts in “Post Road’ week prior, 
but still plenty in the black for 
producer Theron Bamberger. 
Henry Jones opened last night 
(Mon.) to neat advance in “Harvey,” 
with Enid Markey co-starring. 





‘Prostitute’ $4,900, A.C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 8. 
Despite predictions that live 
shows wouldn’t go here, the At- 
lantic City playhouse on Million 


Dollar pier seems sure to finish) 
House did $4,900 in. 
seven performances last week with | 


the season. 


“The Respectful Prostitute.” Show 
is being held over another week. 


Promoters are giving matinees | 


on Wednesday and Saturday after- 
noons when weather is rainy. They 
can get away with this by posting 
huge sign before their boardwalk 
theatre where diversion - seeking 
visitors can drop in. 

“The Boor” is also being offered 
as a double bill with “Prostitute.” 
While local papers accepted ad- 
vertising for “Prostitute,” Phila- 
delphia Bulletin carried listing on 
drama page, but advertistng de- 


| Both sides are not happy about 
the whole thing, but neither is 
backing down, though both draw 
the same patronage. 


N.Y. Circuits 


Continued from page 1 




















mitted for home reception. Dur- 
|ing the course of its inquiries with 


'the Kudner ad agency, which han- 


circuit had offered to buy kine- 
| scope recordings of the program 
for use in its theatres some time 
subsequent to the broadcast. 





ever, that there are several ex- 
|tremely thorny problems which 
must be solved before such a proj- 
ect can be worked out. Chief 
among these is the fact that the 
contracts with all talent on the 
shows, and particularly with the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
must be renegotiated to make such 
a deal possible. TV pacts, as cur- 
rently written, call for only a one- 
_shot performance of the show on a 
live basis and a one-time exhibition 
of the kine on stations not con- 
nected with N. Y. via the coaxial 
cable. Video rep for the circuit is 
Gainsborough Associates, indie 
agency. 

Theatre operators would also be 





forced to work out some kind of a. 


deal with the sponsors and, possi- 
bly, the networks. A sponsor pay- 
,ing the entire freight on a video 
program, such as the $65,000 week- 
ly time and talent budget on the 
|“Texaco” program, might object to 
_a theatre’s picking up the program 
(on a gratis basis, despite the fact 
the advertiser would be gaining a 


Circuits have been advised, how- | 


| son’s stand-in. 


Mr. and Mrs. Raymond G. 
Sweeney, daughter, Indianapolis, 
July Father is account exec 


with Keeling advertising agency 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Toots Shor, son, 
New York, Aug. 1. Father is the 
N. Y. restaurateur. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michel Grilikhes, 
daughter, New York, July 31. 
Mother is former Lila Walker, ra- 
dio writer; father is asst. comptrol- 
ler of Laurel Films. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Shulman, 
son, Burbank, Calif., Aug. 2. 
_Mother was a flack at RKO studios. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Jan Murray, daugh- 
_ter, New York, July 31. Father is 
|a comedian and-emtee of CBS- 
_TV’s “Songs For Sale” Show. 
| Mr. and Mrs. John Rovick, 
‘daughter, Hollywood, July 31. 





daughter | dles the Texaco account, the TV Father is staff announcer at KTTV. 
| agent was told that a second large 


Mr. and Mrs. George Brent, 
| daughter, Santa Monica, Aug. 3. 
| Father is a screen actor. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Don McLeod, 
| daughter, Detroit, July 31. Father 
is disk jockey at WJBK. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brinkman, 
ison, Los Angeles, Aug. 2. Mother 
is Jeanne Crain, film star. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Emile DeLeo, son, 
| New York, July 28 Mother is 
_ Leshie Long, former vocalist for 
| Eddie Stone and Carmen Cavallaro 
bands. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeRosa, 
daughter, Chicago, July 29. Father 
| is a WMAQ salesman. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Larry Racies, 
‘daughter, New York, Aug. 7. 
| Father is a cameraman with News- 
reel Service. 


MARRIAGES 


| Elaine Gostel to Fred Shevin, 
'Las Vegas, July 29. He’s a radio 
writer. 

Kay Davis to Lt. Col. Edward 
| Wimp, Chicago, July 31. Bride is 
former vocalist of Duke Ellington 
orch. 

Cara Williams to Allan Kono, 





| Atlantic City, July 31. Bride is 
, an actress. 
| Lina Porteous to Capt. John 


_Anderson, New York, Aug. 5. He’s 
coeuns registrar for NBC-TV, 
i a a 


| 
So-called captive audience for his 
This opinion was. 


network execs, | 


Bob Kimball, | 


OBITUARIES 


A. B. MARCUS 


‘eal producer who reputedly par- 
‘layed a tab show into a fortune, 
died after a brief illness in Los 
| Angeles, Aug. 6. He had made his 
home in Encino, a suburb, since 
going into retirement 10 years ago. 


Born in Russia, he came to the 
U.S. at the age of 17 and landed 
in Boston, where he eventually be- 
came employed in an indie booking 
agency. He learned the business 
fast and shortly after became a 
producer of vaudeville flash acts. 
Touring with most of them brought 
him in contact with a string of 
southern theatres and he eventu- 
ally mapped out a circuit in which 
to channel his more pretentious 
tab shows. The territory had played 
occasional 10 or 12 people tabs. 
When Marcus was convinced there 
was sufficient coin in these spots 
he shot the works on shows carry- 
ing 50 or 60 people and through 
| billing the town like a circus 


, cashed in heavily for a number of | 
In contrast to the shoddy | 
competitors of-| 


years. 
productions his 
fered, Marcus gave them elaborate 
ones, sparked by the better known 
burlesque comics and sexy gals, 


which readily won him the soubri- | 
quet of “the Ziegfeld of the Cot- | 


ton Belt.” Due to the heavy billing 
and Marcus’ rep for good shows 
his displays were sellout far in ad- 
vance. Despite overtures from Hub 
financiers to make a try at bigtime 
productions, he waved such offers 


aside and was content to ride his | 


gravy train through the south. 


ritory around World War 
settled in San Francisco and set up 
the Marcus shows at the Columbia 
theatre there. It was while here 


Orient and it was not long before 
he made the trek to China and 
Japan and other countries. From 
then on he made them his regular 
stands as long as there was suffi- 
cient coin to be had. When these 
sources dried up he returned to the 


U. S. and made other tours of the | 


south, but none were as lucrative 
as his earlier ones. Finally con- 
vinced that his type of shows had 
run their cycle, he went into re- 
| tirement. He reputedly made, lost 
and regained several sizable for- 
tunes but is said to have dropped 
most of them in his later ventures. 
His wife, Beatrice, who had 
starred in many of his shows, sur- 
Vives. ; 





HUGO MORRIS 


Hugo Morris, 73, brother of the | 
late William Morris, Sr., and con- 
nected with the current Morris 
| Agency operated by his nephew, 
William Morris, Jr., died in New 
York after a heart attack Aug. 7. 
Funeral services will be held at 
Riverside Memorial chapel, N. Y., 
on Friday (11) at 12.45 p.m. 


Morris had been associated with 
| Showbusiness for more than half a 
,century, originally starting in his 
brother’s agency, prior to forma- 
tion of the current Morris agency, 
and had also ben associated with 
him in the operation of the Wil- 
liam Morris vaude circuit. Upon 
the transfer of the circuits hold- 
|ings and theatres to Marcus Loew 
'in 1910, he formed an agency part- 
/nership with Murray Feil and op- 





ber of years, 

He subsequently joined the cur- 
‘rent Morris agency, where he had 
been active in the development of 
new talent. 


he had no other living relatives. 





FRANCIS B. MARSH 
Francis B. Marsh, 71, 





|L. I., Aug. 3. 


| After spending several years in 
the advertising business, Marsh 
became manager of the Oratorio 
Society of New York in 1920. 

| Eight years later, he resigned 
from the society and became asso- 
ciated with Arthur Judson, concert 


manager, at Columbia Radio Con- | 
cert Corporation, presenting con- | 


certs over the radio. Both were 
| pioneers in this type of musical 
work. 

| Survived by wife, daughter and 
'two sons. 





| NINA BOUCICAULT 
| Nina Boucicault, 83, the first 
actress to play Peter Pan, died 
Aug. 4 at her home in suburban 
Ealing, near London. 

In a long theatrical career, she 
/appeared in many roles, but is 


| probably best remembered for her. 


| portrayal of Peter Pan, the elfin 


A. B. Marcus, 67, retired theatri- | 


When a depression hit that ter- | 
I he} 


that he got the idea that his type | 
of shows could clean up in the! 


erated as a Keith agent for a num- | 


Aside from nephew and sister- | 
in-law, Mrs. William Morris, Sr., ' 


retired , 
concert manager, died in Freeport, | 


_ little boy who wouldn’t grow up. 
Sir James Barrie wrote the play 
for Miss Boucicault, who in.private 
life was Mrs. Donald Innes-Smith. 
'She was 37 when, at the Duke of 
York theatre in London in Decem- 


ber, 1904, ‘‘Peter Pan” had its 
world premiere. Play was later 
done in the U. S. with Maude 


Adams as star, and is in current re- 
vival as Jean Arthur starrer. 

She was a daughter of Dion 
Boucicault, actor - playwright - pro- 
ducer. Her first stage appearance 
was in Kentucky in 1883, as a 
member of her father’s touring 
company. She made numerous 
trips to America, lived for a time 
in Australia and retired 14 years 
ago. 





LOUIS F. SEBOK 


Louis F. Sebok, 64, head of 
Decca’s international department, 
died in Harkness Pavillion hospital, 
N.Y., Aug. 7, after an illness of 
several weeks. A veteran in the 
disk industry, Sebok had been 
with Decca since its formation in 
1934. He directed recording ses- 
sions in the polka and foreign 
fields and also headed the export 
division. 

Survived by wife, daughter and 


a son, Louis, who is assistant 
eastern division manager for 
Decca. 





CLARENCE D. HUTSON 

Clarence D. Hutson, 52, an exec- 
utive at 20th Century-Fox studio, 
‘died at his home in Beverly Hills, 
Aug. 6. 

Born in Lincoln, Neb., Hutson 
had resided on Coast since 1912. 
He was a founder of the Hollywood 
Athletic Club, a member of the 
film industry’s Permanent Chari- 
ities Committee and active in the 
Catholic Youth Organization. 

Survived by wife, son, daughter 
and three brothers. 





O. ALTON REA 


O. Alton Rea, 39, manager of 
Warner Brothers’ Ritz theatre in 
Clarksburg, W. Va., died at his 
family’s home in Mitchell, S. Da- 
kota, July 31 of cancer. 
| He had been with Warners for 
more than 18 years, starting as 
chief of service at their deluxe 
Stanley in Pittsburgh and then 
moving up to the assistant man- 
ager’s berth. He leaves his wife, 
| two daughters and a son. 





FRANCES FREEMAN 


Frances Freeman, 26, an actress 
' who had appeared in a number of 
off-Broadway productions in New 
York, died in Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 
Her last stage appearance was in 
,“The Young and the Fair.” 
Survived by mother and sister. 





ARNOLD SPIRRISON 
Arnold Spirrison, 30, manager of 
| DuPage theatre, Lombard, Illinois, 
‘died after a heart attack in Chicago 
| Aug. 2. 

Survived by wife and two sons. 





Mother of Beth Lee, director of 
| women’s programs and continuity 
'for WPTR, Albany, died Aug. 1 in 
Owensboro, Ky. 








Helen R. Cook, 45, makeup art- 
,ist at Warners, died July 30 in 
‘ Hollywood after a long illness. 

| Mother, 85, of Alfred Wallen- 
stein, symphony conductor, died in 
‘Compton, Cal., Aug. 5. 


Metro Battle ie 


Continued from page 5 jae 




















| deals. Metro sales execs believe 
‘the added bookings will show up 
strongly in the final quarter of the 
company’s fiscal year, which ends 
Aug. 31. 


On the Coast, Metro had been - 


selling around United Cal houses, 
However, there were many impor- 
tant situations in the northern part 
of the state where no satisfactory 
competing houses were available, 
In New York, a number of Harry 
'Brandt’s theatres which competed 
with Skouras copped the break. 


Metro argument with Skouras 
was also extended to the Century 
circuit when the disagreement firsf. 
arose. Century, however, settled 
its tiff about six months ago. Tip- 
off on the Skouras accord came 
late last week when Charles Skou- 
ras at a National Theatres meet 
spoke highly of a number of up- 
coming Metro pix. 
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64 VARIETY Wednesday, August 9, 1950 | 








Jack SHAINDLIN | 


Musical Director to the film industry in the East 
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JUST COMPLETED : 


20th Century Fox’s F 


Farewell To Yesterday” 


NEXT ASSIGNMENT N 


Arthur Loew’s production of ‘Teresa’ T 


Directed by Fred Zinneman P 


Musical Direction 2 


March Of Time d 
20th Century Fox ii 
Columbia Pictures > Eastern | . 
Universal Pictures P 








